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NORFOLK  BIRD  REPORT  - 2003 


Editorial 

On  behalf  of  the  Society  I am  pleased  to  present  the  annual  report  on  the  Birds  of  Norfolk. 
Apart  from  the  Review  of  the  Y ear,  Systematic  List,  Ringing  Report  etc  a variety  of  articles  are 
included.  The  first  relates  to  breeding  Rooks  in  south-east  Norfolk  with  a request  for  help  in 
undertaking  a full  county-wide  census  in  2006.  Two  relate  to  birds  new  to  the  county  but  seen 
in  2002  - Black-browed  Albatross  and  Sykes’s  Warbler  - which  have  been  accepted  by  the 
British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  bringing  the  county  list  to  415  species.  Another  updates  the 
status  and  habits  of  the  Whooper  Swan  in  Norfolk.  Two  articles  are  included  relating  to  2003 
county  rarities  - the  second  Pallid  Harrier  and  the  third  Bonaparte’s  Gull.  Last,  but  not  least,  is 
a detailed  paper  describing  the  history  of  the  Serin  in  Norfolk  and  the  first  county  breeding 
records. 
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The  County  Records  Committee  (Mick  Fiszer,  John  Kemp,  Justin  Lansdell,  Richard 
Millington  and  John  Williamson)  considered  a total  of  124  records  in  the  year;  only  8 of  these 
were  rejected,  mostly  as  a result  of  insufficient  detail  and  not  owing  to  an  incorrect 
identification.  At  its  previous  annual  meeting,  relating  to  2002  Records,  the  Committee 
discussed  the  problem  of  identification  of  Rose-winged  Parakeets  (previously  called 
Ring-necked).  Following  a note  to  this  effect  in  the  2002  Report  there  was  not  one  100% 
acceptable  record  in  2003  and  hence  records  of  parakeet  sp  are  included  in  the  Appendix,  not 
the  main  Systematic  List.  At  its  recent  meeting  the  Committee  gave  detailed  consideration  to 
the  recording  of  rare  forms,  races  and  sub-species.  The  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  is  at 
present  trying  to  determine  which  are  diagnosable  and  the  criteria  necessary  to  identify  them. 
Accordingly  the  County  Records  Committee  felt  that  such  records  should  be  published  in  case 
they  become  Tost  in  the  mists  of  time’  but  that  a caveat  be  included  that  they  may  not  be 
considered  acceptable  by  BBRC  in  due  course.  The  Committee  also  reviewed  the  list  of 
species  needing  submission  of  a written  description  or  photographic  evidence  (and  subject  to 
acceptance)  prior  to  publication  and  decided  to  retain  the  present  list  which  is  as  follows: 


Taiga  Bean  Goose  (away  from  Yare 

Rose-winged  Parakeet 

Valley) 

Dark-breasted  Bam  Owl 

Greenland  White-fronted  Goose 

Bee-eater 

‘Vagrant’  Canada  Goose 

Short-toed  Lark 

American  Wigeon 

Tawny  Pipit 

Ring-necked  Duck 

Flava  Wagtail  (continental  races  except 

Surf  Scoter 

Blue-headed  and  Grey-headed) 

Black-necked  Grebe  (at  sea) 

Bluethroat  (White-spotted  only) 

Cory’s  Shearwater 

Aquatic  Warbler 

Great  Shearwater 

Marsh  Warbler 

Balearic  Shearwater 

Melodious  Warbler 

Storm  Petrel 

Dartford  Warbler 

Night  Heron 

Pallas’s  Warbler 

Purple  Heron 

Chiffchaff  {tristis  race) 

White  Stork 

Woodchat  Shrike 

Spotted  Crake 

Raven 

Corncrake 

Rose-coloured  Starling 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

Serin 

Grey  Phalarope  (in  flight  at  sea) 

Common  Rosefinch 

Sabine’s  Gull 

Ortolan  Bunting 

Ring-billed  Gull 

Caspian  Gull 

Little  Bunting 
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With  regard  to  the  submission  of  details,  obviously  the  Committee  would  expect  a far 
more  detailed  description  of  a species  such  as  Ring-billed  Gull  (which  is  not  only  rare  in  the 
county  but  difficult  to  identify)  than  a species  such  as  a White  Stork.  Written  descriptions 
should  consist  of  a brief  note  of  the  circumstances  of  the  observation  (weather,  distance  from 
bird,  any  other  observers,  etc),  followed  by  a description  of  the  actual  bird(s)  and  details  of  any 
other  species  nearby  for  comparison.  Written  notes  should  state  clearly  how  a bird  was 
identified.  Observers  are  also  requested  to  include  a note  of  their  previous  experience  of  the 
species  and,  if  relevant,  a brief  outline  of  how  any  confusable  species  were  eliminated.  Copies 
of  field  sketches  (however  poor  artistically)  are  often  invaluable  together  with  written  field 
notes.  It  should  be  noted  that  on  occasions  observers  may  be  asked  for  further  details  of  species 
not  contained  in  the  above  list  - if  records  relate  to  unusual  dates,  localities,  etc. 

Editorial  Material:  Articles  for  consideration,  artwork,  photographs  and  transparencies 
should  continue  to  be  submitted  to  me  at  49  Nelson  Road,  Sheringham,  Norfolk  NR26  8DA. 

Submission  of  Records 

All  records  for  the  Systematic  List  should  be  submitted  on  a monthly  basis  to  me  at  49  Nelson 
Road,  Sheringham,  Norfolk  NR26  8DA.  Records  can  be  sent  as  MsWord  or  Excel 
attachments  by  e-mail  to  giles.dunmore@,tiscali. co.uk  but  no  photographs  or  sketches  please  - 
these  must  be  sent  by  ordinary  mail. 

The  recording  system  is  now  fully  computerised  and  the  growing  database  allows  quick 
and  easy  access  to  data  on  particular  sites  and/or  particular  species,  which  can  be  invaluable 
where  the  Society  is  consulted  regarding  say  an  environmental  issue.  However,  this  system 
can  only  function  if  most  records  are  submitted  on  a monthly  basis  and  contributors  are  asked 
to  submit  records  monthly  or,  if  this  is  not  possible,  then  at  least  on  a 3-monthly  basis. 
Obviously  records  can  be  accepted  annually  after  the  end  of  the  year  but  all  observers  are 
requested  to  submit  their  notes  within  a shorter  time  scale  if  possible  to  reduce  the  pressure  of 
recording  in  January/February  the  following  year.  Receipt  of  late  records  causes  a major 
problem  in  drafting  the  Systematic  List  and  observations  received  after  February  of  the 
following  year  cannot  be  guaranteed  for  inclusion  in  the  Report  or  the  database.  All  records 
should  be  listed  in  the  new  order  of  species  appearing  in  this  Report,  based  on  the  new  BOU 
list,  which  basically  places  swans,  geese  and  ducks  before  divers,  grebes,  seabirds  and  herons. 
Receipt  of  notes  will  not  normally  be  acknowledged  but  names  of  all  contributors  will  be 
published.  To  obtain  as  complete  coverage  as  possible  records  via  Birdline  East  Anglia,  Rare 
Bird  Alert  or  Birdguides  have  been  frequently  used  in  the  compilation  of  the  List.  However, 
records  of  national  and  local  rarities  have  only  been  included  where  considered  and  accepted 
by  the  appropriate  Committee. 

During  the  year  I spend  a considerable  amount  of  time  ‘chasing’  descriptions  of  both 
county  and  national  rarities.  I would  request  that  finders  of  such  birds  should  submit  details  to 
me  as  soon  as  possible  and  certainly  not  left  to  the  end  of  the  year.  In  the  case  of  national 
rarities  these  should  be  submitted  in  duplicate.  Obviously  if  other  observers  have  particularly 
good  views  of  a rarity  for  example,  but  were  not  the  finder,  then  additional  descriptions  would 
be  gratefully  received. 


Giles  Dunmore 
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Review  of  the  Year 

Giles  Dimmore  (with  weather  details  by  Steve  Wake  ham) 


January  started  unsettled  with  fronts  dousing  New  Year  birders  with  over  200  mm  of  rain, 
despite  which  the  year’s  maximum  of  144  Taiga  Bean  Geese  were  counted.  Cold 
north-easterlies  set  in  on  the  3rd  with  snow  next  day.  These  cold  conditions  remained  for  a 
week  with  changeable  weather  following  until  a blast  of  arctic  air  and  snow  on  the  30th 
brought  considerable  disruption  on  the  roads  and  the  start  of  the  largest  Little  Auk  movement 
for  several  years. 

There  were  plenty  of  other  birds  to  be  seen 
during  the  month  with  record  counts  of  Bewick’s  and 
Whooper  Swans  at  Welney  and  above-average 
numbers  of  Tundra  Bean  Geese,  Short-eared  Owls 
(following  the  influx  the  previous  autumn)  and 
Crossbills.  A sizeable  influx  of  Waxwings  occurred, 
delighting  birders  and  non-birders  alike.  Holkham 
Bay  was  well  worth  visiting  with  up  to  60  Velvet 
Scoters  and  85  Shore  Larks,  while  nearby  crowds 
continued  to  visit  the  wintering  Pallid  Harrier  at 
Stiffkey,  accompanied  by  increased  numbers  of 
wintering  Marsh  Harriers  here  and  elsewhere.  Other 
rarities  discovered  included  a Great  White  Egret  (the 
first  of  several  in  the  year),  a Green-winged  Teal,  and 
both  Ferruginous  Duck  and  Dark-breasted  Bam  Owl 
at  Welney.  Undoubtedly  one  of  the  best  discoveries 
was  a Ist-winter  female  American  Wigeon,  amongst 
thousands  of  its  common  cousins  at  Holme,  an 
individual  that  was  to  remain  on  the  north  coast  until 
August. 

More  snowfall  occurred  on  1st  February  but  this  was  only  short-lived.  Further  snow 
showers  fell  on  the  4th  and  5th  followed  by  a week  of  milder  weather.  High  pressure  built-up 
after  the  1 2th  with  sunny  but  cold  days  and  night  frosts,  as  low  as  -6°C  on  the  1 8th.  By  the  23rd 
the  high  pressure  had  declined  and  temperatures  on  the  27th  climbed  to  14°C. 

Bird-wise  the  month  was  generally  uneventful.  Larid  enthusiasts  spent  a lot  of  time  in  the 
East  Harling  area  watching  thousands  of  gulls  feeding  on  pig  waste  and  reaping  deserved 
rewards  as  a result.  Unusual  records  included  a Quail  flushed  on  the  1st,  a Grey  Phalarope 
feeding  in  the  Wash  next  day  and  an  unseasonable  Common  Sandpiper  later  in  the  month.  The 
imminent  change  of  season  also  saw  the  build-up  of  an  impressive  734  Bewick’s  Swans  in  the 
Broads,  reminding  us  how  early  spring  migration  begins  each  year. 

The  first  eleven  days  of  March  were  changeable  but  from  the  12th  an  intense  anticyclone 
built  over  the  North  Sea  resulting  in  no  further  rain  for  the  remainder  of  the  month.  Although 
often  frosty  at  night,  daytime  temperatures  rose,  reaching  17°C  by  the  27th. 

Following  the  first  Sandwich  Tern  on  the  3rd.  many  migrants  arrived  on  expected  dates 
with  the  exception  of  the  earliest-ever  Osprey.  Early  rarities  remained  but  new  ‘finds’  were 
few,  save  another  Dark-breasted  Bam  Owl  and  two  very  well-watched  Sardinian  Warblers  at 
Hunstanton/Holme  and  Beeston  Bump. 


Shore  Lark  (Richard  Johnson) 
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Despite  cool  north-westerly  winds  and  rain  on  1st  April  three  Cuckoos  appeared  and 
thousands  of  Meadow  Pipits  and  Redwings  were  on  the  move.  Winds  remained  in  the  north  for 
a week,  veering  east  by  the  7th  and  the  next  day  a Black  Tern  appeared.  Following  low 
temperatures,  with  wintery  showers  on  the  10th,  warmer  southerlies  built-up  from  the  12th, 
resulting  in  an  early  Swift  and  temperatures  as  high  as  25°C  by  the  16th.  Cooler  easterlies  then 
prevailed  with  unsettled  conditions  and  south/south-westerly  winds  during  the  last  week. 

Following  a Ring-necked  Duck  on  the  20th  the  last  few  days  of  the  month  were  very 
exciting.  The  26th  saw  the  first  of  up  to  6 Tawny  Pipits  and  a Black  Kite.  The  next  day  2 
Alpine  Swifts  were  seen  and  another  Black  Kite  was  well-tracked  along  the  north-east  and  east 
coasts.  A big  movement  of  hirundines  and  Carrion  Crows  on  the  28th  was  followed  next  day 
by  a Short-toed  Lark  on  Scolt  Head,  and  a large  fall  of  Wheatears  on  the  last  day  of  the  month. 

The  bulk  of  May  was  rather  unsettled  and  changeable  with  winds  mainly  from  the  west  or 
south-west.  Temperatures  remained  below  average  with  frequent  rain  and  showers. 

Highlight  of  the  month  was  undoubtedly  the  finding  of  a Bonaparte’s  Gull  at  Rush  Hills, 
Hickling  on  the  3rd,  a bird  which  was  to  remain  for  nearly  3 weeks.  Mid-month  surprises 
included  another  Pallid  Harrier  and  a Thrush  Nightingale  on  Blakeney  Point,  a Siberian 
Stonechat  on  Scolt  Head  and  a Balearic  Shearwater  passing  Happisburgh.  However,  the 
month  was  relatively  quiet  in  terms  of  wader  passage  and  drift  migrants.  Only  from  the  25th, 
when  pressure  built,  did  conditions  became  more  settled  with  gentle  south-easterlies  and 
temperatures  up  to  25°C  by  the  month-end.  Predictably  this  weather  pattern  brought  birds  to 
Blakeney  Point  with  a Common  Rosefmch  and  Red-throated  Pipit,  and  a long-staying  (and 
often  singing)  Short-toed  Lark.  The  last  day  also  saw  the  en-masse  arrival  of  Red-footed 
Falcons  at  Hickling  Broad. 

June  was  also  rather  unsettled  with  a series  of  Atlantic  fronts,  apart  from  anticyclonic 
spells  from  the  1 2th  to  1 6th  and  24th  to  27th.  Warm  southerlies  at  the  beginning  were  no  doubt 
responsible  for  the  arrival  of  a singing  Little  Bunting  on  Blakeney  Point  and  another  Sardinian 
Warbler  at  Winterton  a few  days  later.  Up  to  6 Marsh  Warblers  appeared  but  more  unseasonal 
were  sightings  of  a drake  Smew,  2 Hen  Harriers  and  3 Peregrines.  Rarities  started  to  appear  at 
the  end  of  the  month  with  Ferruginous  Duck  and  our  earliest-ever  White-rumped  Sandpiper, 
followed  by  a well-twitched,  although  sadly  unobliging.  Lesser  Grey  Shrike. 

The  breeding  season  in  2003  was  excellent  in  respect  of  the  county’s  scarcer  species.  The 
number  of  breeding  Cormorants,  Bitterns,  Little  Egrets,  Common  Buzzards,  Mediterranean 
Gulls  and  Cetti’s  Warblers  all  increased  and  there  were  more  Firecrests  around.  Two  pairs  of 
Serins  settled  for  the  first  time  and  Cranes,  Honey  Buzzards  and  Montagu’s  Harriers  all  reared 
young.  Breeding  terns  had  mixed  fortunes  but  the  number  of  Little  Terns  reared  at  Winterton 
was  the  highest  in  Europe  while  on  the  debit  side  numbers  of  Woodlarks  and  Golden  Orioles 
both  fell. 

Following  rain  at  the  beginning  of  July  a ridge  of  high  pressure  developed  from  the  4th. 
Winds,  originally  westerly,  moved  to  a hot  east-south-easterly  by  mid-month  with 
temperatures  exceeding  30'’C  on  both  the  1 5th  and  1 6th.  As  the  high  declined  thunderstorms 
brought  the  hot  spell  abruptly  to  an  end  on  the  17th  and  the  remainder  of  the  month  was 
changeable  with  a succession  of  Atlantic  fronts. 

Bird-wise  July  was  generally  uneventful  as  usual,  the  only  exception  being  a series  of 
Roseate  Terns  on  the  reefs  at  Sea  Palling,  four  records  of  Bee  Eater  (including  one  flying  over 
the  Editor’s  house),  a White-rumped  Sandpiper  for  5 days  at  Hickling  Broad  and  a 
White-winged  Black  Tern  at  Titchwell  on  the  last  day. 

The  above  tern  was  seen  at  Cley  on  1st  August,  the  only  day  of  the  month  when 
significant  rain  occurred,  as  thereafter  high  pressure  built-up  over  southern  Britain.  It  became 
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increasingly  hot  with  temperatures  peaking  at  36  °C  (97  °F)  on  the  1 0th.  Subsequent  weak  cold 
fronts  reduced  temperatures  with  cloud  and  a sprinkling  of  rain  but  pressure  remained  high. 
From  the  24th  north-easterly  winds  saw  temperatures  plummet  as  low  as  6°C  in  places  by  dawn 
on  the  31st. 

Despite  the  presence  of  2 adult  Rose-coloured  Starlings  it  was  not  until  the  last  week  that 
anything  notable  occurred.  On  the  25  th  a large  arrival  of  Teal  took  place  and  on  the  29th  a huge 
movement  of  Manx  Shearwaters  was  observed  at  several  seawatching  sites.  Despite  the  clear 
overnight  skies  and  general  lack  of  drift  migrants,  a Citrine  Wagtail  was  found  at  Kelling 
Water  Meadows,  2 Greenish  Warblers  were  seen,  with  the  bird  of  the  month,  a Booted 
Warbler,  discovered  at  West  Runton  on  the  31st. 

September  saw  erratic  weather  with  high  pressure  in  the  first  half  of  the  month 
interspersed  by  several  fronts,  while  temperatures  reached  27°C  on  both  the  16th  and  17th.  A 
cold  front  on  the  22nd  brought  the  first  ground  frost  of  the  autumn  the  next  night  and  to 
complete  a varied  month  alternative  spells  of  both  cool  and  warm  weather  occurred  in  the  last 
few  days. 

In  terms  of  birds  September  was  a major  disappointment  compared  with  recent  years. 
Despite  a few  Wrynecks  in  the  first  week,  and  a Greenish  Warbler  and  a northern  Long-tailed 
Tit  at  Overstrand,  the  month  saw  little  evidence  of  passerine  migration  apart  from  the  expected 
annual  arrival  of  a few  Yellow-browed  Warblers,  plus  2 Common  Rosefinches  in  the  last  week 
and  a well-watched  Juvenile  Rose-coloured  Starling  at  Kelling  from  the  24th.  Some 
compensation  was  obtained  with  the  usual  occasional  sightings  of  Sabine’s  Gulls,  4 Spotted 
Crakes,  and  two  rare  American  waders  - Baird’s  and  Semi-palmated  Sandpipers.  Possibly  the 
most  interesting  event  of  the  month  was  the  exceptionally  early  arrival  of  large  numbers  of 
Pink-footed  Geese. 

Winds  backed  easterly  briefly  on  1st  October  and  as  a result  a White-winged  Black  Tern 
dropped  in  at  Snettisham  the  next  day.  Cold  northerlies  swept  south  on  the  3rd.  with  the  only 
Cory’s  Shearwater  of  the  year  on  the  4th,  and  the  most  significant  movement  of  Arctic  Skuas, 
Little  Gulls  and  Kittiwakes  of  the  autumn  the  next  day.  Winds  remained  strong  from  the  west 
and  north-west  until  the  10th,  an  American  Golden  Plover  found  on  the  mud  flats  at  Breydon 
two  days  later  was  appreciated  by  many,  but  more  significantly  high  pressure  began  building 
over  the  North  Sea  with  winds  reversing  direction  and  becoming  south-easterly. 


American  Golden  Plover  (Gan-  Wright) 


Thus  began  one  of  the  most  amazing  and  memorable  events  in  Norfolk’s  ornithological 
history.  With  a continuing  and  strengthening  easterly  flow,  thrushes  and  other  small  migrants 
started  to  arrive,  including  Firecrests,  Yellow-browed  and  Pallas’s  Warblers.  On  the  13th  a 
Little  Bunting  was  found  at  Walsey  Hills,  to  remain  in  the  area  for  6 weeks,  and  a Radde’s 
Warbler  was  at  Bacton  on  the  15th.  The  first  of  7 Hume’s  Warblers  in  the  month  appeared  at 
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Trimingham  on  the  17th;  the  next  day  an  Isabelline  Shrike  was  found  on  Scolt  Head,  and  an 
Olive-backed  Pipit  in  Yarmouth  Cemetery  delighted  observers  for  several  days.  Rare 
phylloscopus  warblers  continued  to  arrive  in  force  until  the  end  of  the  month.  Easterly  biased 
winds  continued  until  the  23rd,  backing  to  a cold  northerly  next  day,  resulting  in  a large 
movement  of  corvids  and  finches  at  Hunstanton  Cliffs.  Rarities  continued  to  be  reported  in  the 
last  10  days  with  a White-tailed  Eagle  south  at  Hunstanton,  a brief  Red- flanked  Bluetail  at 
Caister,  Siberian  Stonechat  at  Titchwell,  Pied  Wheatears  at  Waxham  and  Paston,  Dusky 
Warblers  at  Hemsby  and  Waxham,  and  an  Isabelline  Shrike  at  Burnham  Norton  (presumably 
the  bird  from  Scolt  Head). 

Strong  south-westerlies  brought  in  November 
but  had  backed  to  a warm  southerly  by  the  5th. 

Temperatures  reached  15°C  on  the  6th  but  soon 
cooled  as  a strong  south-easterly  took  hold  by  the  7th. 

With  an  anticyclone  remaining  over  Eastern  Europe 
winds  still  came  from  that  direction  until  the  12th  and 
birds  continued  to  arrive!  Between  the  9th  and  1 1th 
Desert  Wheatears  appeared  at  both  Burnham  Overy 
Staithe  and  Blakeney  Point,  another  5 Dusky 
Warblers  put  in  appearances  and  an  Eastern  Black 
Redstart  was  seen  at  Wells.  Pallas’s  and 
Yellow-browed  Warblers  continued  to  turn  up, 
reaching  unprecedented  numbers,  and  parties  of 
Waxwings  brought  a much-needed  touch  of  colour. 

From  the  12th  depressions  moved  in  from  the  Atlantic,  leaving  the  winds  westerly 
dominated  and  often  strong  for  the  rest  of  the  month,  apart  from  a spell  of  easterlies  from  the 
21st  to  24th,  with  persistent  rain,  associated  with  a front  moving  slowly  north  from  France. 
The  second  half  of  November  saw  few  highlights  apart  from  a northern  Long-tailed  Tit  trapped 
near  Brancaster,  an  exceptionally  late  Red-throated  Pipit  in  the  Broads  and  a Hume’s  Warbler 
at  Yarmouth  Cemetery,  remnants  from  an  exciting  autumn. 

Winds  in  the  first  10  days  of  December  were  generally  easterly  apart  from  a cold 
northerly  on  the  6th.  The  Hume’s  Warbler  at  Yarmouth  Cemetery  until  the  4th  was  remarkably 
‘replaced’  by  a late  Yellow-browed  Warbler  the  next  day.  A series  of  Atlantic  fronts  crossed 
the  county  from  the  11th  with  increasingly  cold  north-westerly  winds.  A spell  of  dry 
southerlies  followed  until  the  19th  after  which  a vigorous  low  brought  cold  northerlies  and 
snow  showers  by  the  22nd.  Warmer  conditions  then  set  in  with  milder  westerlies  until  the 
29th,  but  the  year  closed  with  northerlies  turning  rain  to  sleet  and  snow. 

The  month  was  not  uneventful  with  mobile  flocks  of  Waxwings,  over  1200  Pied  Wagtails 
roosting  near  Norwich  and  a record  count  of  Pink-footed  Geese.  Numbers  of  that  fonner  rarity 
the  Little  Egret  roosting  at  Holkham  reached  over  120;  rarities  included  2 Ferruginous  Ducks 
and  a ‘vagrant’  Canada  Goose. 

How  did  2003  compare  with  previous  years?  In  temis  of  both  local  and  national  rarities 
the  year,  especially  the  autumn,  was  outstanding.  Interestingly  many  occurred  in  the  east  of  the 
county  with  the  north  coast  producing  fewer  rarities  than  might  have  been  expected,  partly 
explained  by  the  weather  patterns  but  also  perhaps  partly  by  observer  coverage.  On  the  debit 
side  wader  passage  was  generally  poor  and  there  were  no  large  falls  of  common  drift  migrants. 

Note:  A more  detailed  analysis  of  Autumn  2003  in  Norfolk  by  Andy  Stoddart  is  contained 
in  Norfolk  Bird  Club  Bulletin  no  54. 


Desert  Wheatear  (Martin  Woodcock) 
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Wetland  Bird  Survey  2003 
The  Complete  Wash:  Dave  Bingham 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Little  Grebe 

35 

36 

11 

2 

1 

1 

. 

10 

27 

28 

50 

18 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

36 

3 

12 

7 

3 

19 

3 

15 

84 

67 

5 

68 

Cormorant 

322 

86 

135 

85 

129 

93 

134 

236 

449 

404 

207 

128 

Little  Egret 

10 

8 

4 

3 

29 

10 

17 

34 

46 

72 

47 

22 

Grey  Heron 

28 

13 

21 

13 

13 

21 

32 

76 

75 

68 

25 

18 

Mute  Swan 

18 

11 

13 

27 

24 

21 

14 

15 

28 

12 

39 

29 

Pink-footed  Goose 

16469 

7493 

135 

95 

- 

1 

1 

- 

3732 

2298 

10500 

7701 

Greylag  Goose 

94 

689 

66 

138 

256 

661 

690 

700 

905 

1011 

_ 

37 

Canada  Goose 

315 

896 

28 

53 

23 

169 

4 

84 

31 

368 

318 

133 

Dark-bellied  Brent 

20314 

13084 

10182 

8674 

4451 

10 

13 

7 

433 

1993 

6807 

7350 

Shelduck 

7834 

5709 

5077 

3337 

828 

2374 

2978 

2215 

2465 

4627 

1929 

3513 

Wigeon 

3544 

3817 

785 

64 

1 

1 

1 

17 

859 

1289 

2248 

1354 

Gadwall 

172 

90 

5 

32 

6 

11 

- 

35 

4 

4 

- 

18 

Teal 

1918 

786 

321 

252 

1 

- 

3 

467 

495 

636 

622 

1049 

Mallard 

2384 

1296 

413 

414 

289 

408 

479 

1283 

1445 

2120 

764 

1894 

Pintail 

1253 

218 

163 

5 

- 

- 

- 

5 

37 

11 

18 

42 

Shoveler 

17 

15 

397 

29 

3 

- 

- 

2 

- 

4 

6 

3 

Pochard 

21 

8 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

19 

Tufted  Duck 

28 

64 

40 

57 

31 

34 

15 

9 

8 

1 1 

- 

50 

Scaup 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

1 

3 

8 

- 

400 

- 

Eider 

2546 

1251 

605 

469 

252 

675 

703 

663 

330 

177 

260 

242 

Common  Scoter 

452 

- 

- 

- 

- 

46 

- 

- 

6 

2 

15 

- 

Goldeneye 

59 

21 

19 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

9 

27 

R B Merganser 

22 

22 

48 

8 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

2 

15 

19 

Moorhen 

2 

9 

10 

15 

7 

6 

3 

24 

20 

21 

14 

6 

Coot 

80 

48 

71 

30 

13 

27 

37 

43 

91 

33 

60 

34 

Oystercatcher 

16760 

15763 

9342 

6781 

5842 

3073 

6120 

23482 

28795 

14155 

547411808 

Avocet 

- 

2 

130 

294 

156 

371 

417 

29 

13 

12 

- 

- 

Ringed  Plover 

48 

78 

194 

139 

1194 

106 

381 

953 

385 

357 

4 

258 

Golden  Plover 

16363 

5368 

1295 

176 

4 

30 

1501 

4148 

3259 

3735 

604010071 

Grey  Plover 

6350 

2663 

3791 

11206 

15056 

283 

1540 

11360 

9276 

8601 

2308 

3995 

Lapwing 

36232 

7482 

157 

103 

36 

74 

679 

463 

283 

716 

696429350 

Knot 

49984 

19574 

48721 

38608 

1743 

4607 

8101 

58515 

64782 

76346 

2907448372 

Sanderling 

303 

138 

160 

1708 

1297 

194 

846 

2563 

981 

128 

246 

127 

Dunlin 

42794 

14332 

22471 

21483 

14113 

451 

24795 

34529 

32765 

29102 

1553814182 

Ruff 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

71 

15 

2 

- 

- 

Snipe 

11 

27 

13 

13 

1 

- 

- 

13 

35 

30 

32 

6 

Black-tailed  Godwit 

2773 

2011 

1724 

3937 

368 

71 

4433 

6950 

6842 

7610 

1006 

3031 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

18374 

15392 

3364 

1766 

531 

590 

3456 

21086 

9892 

7116 

884711364 

Whimbrel 

- 

- 

- 

31 

36 

- 

72 

69 

8 

1 

- 

- 

Curlew 

3749 

1534 

4757 

3525 

548 

607 

3614 

15336 

6010 

4482 

3127 

872 

Spotted  Redshank 

- 

70 

19 

1 

1 

28 

36 

33 

11 

12 

4 

- 

Redshank 

2935 

1415 

3619 

4879 

785 

667 

3582 

9339 

8025 

5096 

1339 

1832 

Greenshank 

1 

18 

2 

15 

7 

1 

336 

314 

121 

48 

7 

- 

Turnstone 

579 

164 

265 

378 

242 

42 

174 

1044 

305 

533 

92 

163 

Black-headed  Gull 

5042 

2958 

2093 

985 

1195 

1169 

2656 

6402 

6302 

3156 

7292 

2601 

Common  Gull 

1297 

318 

800 

683 

5 

165 

68 

769 

210 

288 

353 

123 

L B B Gull 

855 

65 

27 

117 

388 

144 

898 

32 

234 

271 

684 

14 

Herring  Gull 

4437 

3412 

1973 

2775 

918 

1540 

840 

1471 

2472 

2527 

5329 

715 

G B B Gull 

321 

33 

16 

85 

77 

168 

486 

218 

2595 

4628 

487 

273 

Sandwich  Tem 

- 

- 

25 

- 

13 

- 

22 

71 

223 

13 

- 

- 
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Wetland  Bird  Survey  2003 

North  Norfolk  Coast:  Neil  Lawton  and  Michael  Rooney 


Red-throated  Diver 

Little  Grebe 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

Cormorant 

Little  Egret 

Grey  Heron 

Mute  Swan 

Pink-footed  Goose 

White-fronted  Goose 

Greylag  Goose 

Canada  Goose 

Dark-bellied  Brent 

Egyptian  Goose 

Shelduck 

Wigeon 

Gadwall 

Teal 

Mallard 

Pintail 

Shoveler 

Pochard 

Tufted  Duck 

Eider 

Long-tailed  Duck 
Common  Scoter 
Velvet  Scoter 
Goldeneye 
R B Merganser 
Ruddy  Duck 
Coot 
Moorhen 
Oystercatcher 
Avocet 

Ringed  Plover 
Golden  Plover 
Grey  Plover 
Lapwing 
Knot 

Sander!  ing 
Dunlin 
Ruff 
Snipe 

Black-tailed  Godwit 
Bar-tailed  Godwit 
Whimbrel 
Curlew 

Spotted  Redshank 
Redshank 
Greenshank 
Common  Sandpiper 
Turnstone 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

12 

37 

3 

34 

38 

38 

12 

30 

6 

62 

65 

23 

64 

31 

9 

21 

16 

9 

40 

55 

33 

7723 

2106 

120 

279 

347 

- 

461 

544 

681 

17 

15 

58 

5529 

9176 

1998 

72 

7 

77 

831 

579 

597 

13116 

10971 

3255 

182 

215 

100 

2989 

2769 

790 

1465 

1182 

393 

432 

233 

28 

182 

168 

160 

29 

36 

28 

92 

40 

83 

230 

190 

181 

14 

15 

6 

5051 

1103 

503 

41 

45 

55 

172 

203 

49 

82 

59 

113 

2 

2 

19 

760 

633 

521 

274 

243 

244 

2539 

2985 

1964 

16 

18 

334 

158 

168 

275 

1860 

1919 

17 

1374 

1021 

1308 

4592 

5124 

372 

9224 

1426 

324 

796 

1150 

433 

4904 

5298 

1419 

103 

25 

51 

47 

92 

71 

9 

39 

477 

1555 

765 

586 

1417 

1430 

786 

1 

6 

2 

1545 

1 

1164 

I 

1103 

1 

374 

833 

305 

Apr 

May 

Jan 

17 

1 

9 

4 

2 

10 

45 

56 

70 

15 

7 

18 

12 

8 

16 

26 

24 

24 

10 

- 

- 

218 

254 

246 

32 

25 

103 

2279 

1265 

7 

12 

28 

8 

485 

422 

209 

85 

3 

5 

98 

97 

138 

273 

2 

38 

253 

242 

243 

8 

3 

- 

92 

45 

33 

5 

8 

6 

41 

29 

14 

127 

152 

173 

853 

500 

_ 

10 

3 

- 

6 

- 

- 

29 

1 

- 

10 

20 

5 

192 

103 

104 

129 

46 

46 

1845 

1741 

1053 

363 

341 

345 

240 

620 

195 

2 

- 

- 

852 

718 

30 

230 

160 

207 

109 

1 

146 

458 

871 

19 

1061 

1096 

32 

69 

- 

- 

23 

- 

- 

411 

64 

105 

603 

26 

27 

40 

29 

1 

479 

119 

209 

7 

- 

1 

765 

281 

283 

12 

17 

3 

1 

13 

- 

547 

381 

36 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

- 

1 

7 

12 

30 

11 

1 

2 

14 

144 

236 

276 

22 

133 

64 

18 

26 

22 

12 

48 

17 

614 

1011 

662 

21 

201 

- 

5 

4 

90 

8 

126 

25 

119 

76 

86 

4 

105 

2868 

46 

262 

67 

93 

1215 

3393 

159 

908 

758 

1 

11 

273 

44 

108 

144 

4 

14 

6 

31 

25 

4 

188 

139 

150 

1238 

5 

12 

- 

- 

7 

5 

8 

3 

142 

270 

188 

55 

103 

83 

829 

4233 

3106 

239 

55 

6 

135 

1833 

1011 

4 

958 

174 

7 

1451 

1409 

247 

178 

294 

32 

8928 

30207 

258 

932 

370 

1561 

2039 

1250 

102 

110 

97 

- 

85 

50 

363 

220 

451 

253 

989 

7429 

44 

19 

3 

1352 

1726 

1150 

11 

32 

22 

1179 

1970 

1257 

21 

161 

92 

22 

23 

1 

287 

765 

511 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

5 

6 

4 

25 

40 

34 

11 

32 

6 

160 

145 

103 

107 

134 

117 

38 

22 

15 

48 

55 

17 

34350 

176713163 

- 

- 

126 

527 

1767 

795 

58 

39 

63 

1152 

3818 

4095 

15 

2 

- 

188 

567 

966 

9313 

1610016437 

153 

112 

90 

3379 

3325 

2824 

1122 

1089 

1040 

475 

768 

676 

178 

119 

140 

1 

23 

53 

15 

52 

29 

62 

56 

45 

- 

4 

1 

8 

31 

311 

- 

1 

- 

4 

40 

116 

8 

58 

88 

7 

6 

7 

178 

179 

266 

101 

149 

149 

2568 

2236 

2389 

5 

19 

28 

518 

217 

108 

2781 

3171 

2592 

774 

956 

1317 

1147 

4667 

7358 

37124 

1134 

7523 

601 

379 

331 

1704 

2807 

341 

243 

155 

41 

90 

48 

26 

336 

159 

92 

1462 

1 

578 

973 

1 

1100 

1078 

1317 

35 

11 

9 

1334 

1416 

922 

38 

3 

3 

437 

368 

350 

110 


Maximum  Monthly  Counts  2003 
Breydon  and  Berney:  Peter  Allard 


Little  Grebe 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

Cormorant 

Little  Egret 

Mute  Swan 

Bewick’s  Swan 

Pink-footed  Goose 

White-fronted  Goose 

Greylag  Goose 

Canada  Goose 

Brent  Goose 

Eygptian  Goose 

Shelduck 

Wigeon 

Gadwall 

Teal 

Mallard 

Pintail 

Garganey 

Shoveler 

Pochard 

Tufted  Duck 

Coot 

Oystercatcher 

Avocet 

Lt  Ringed  Plover 
Ringed  Plover 
Golden  Plover 
Grey  Plover 
Lapwing 
Knot 

Sanderling 

Little  Stint 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

Dunlin 

Ruff 

Snipe 

Black-tailed  Godwit 
Bar-tailed  Godwit 
Whimbrel 
Curlew 

Spotted  Redshank 
Redshank 
Greenshank 
Green  Sandpiper 
Wood  Sandpiper 
Common  Sandpiper 
Turnstone 
Little  Gull 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

2 

3 

4 

6 

2 

1 

128 

98 

79 

3 

3 

11 

92 

104 

161 

78 

240 

23 

6870 

7100 

2650 

31 

80 

223 

302 

83 

37 

56 

33 

10 

3 

2 

2 

5 

2 

6 

358 

90 

168 

15390 

14117 

4816 

39 

69 

112 

2819 

2714 

2361 

410 

236 

48 

190 

571 

54 

197 

294 

415 

7 

7 

15 

12 

22 

13 

517 

571 

346 

26 

82 

171 

186 

210 

219 

103 

77 

39 

7610 

2059 

1600 

71 

76 

47 

14610 

12110 

1202 

444 

185 

102 

5 

6 

11 

3869 

3457 

3367 

55 

30 

23 

30 

33 

45 

1142 

968 

303 

114 

119 

89 

981 

888 

699 

3 

3 

8 

727 

321 

939 

- 

1 

1 

6 

4 

9 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

5 

4 

3 

3 

3 

14 

38 

38 

43 

11 

12 

19 

64 

96 

81 

20 

43 

63 

11 

17 

54 

4 

1 

- 

8 

13 

20 

138 

161 

248 

327 

17 

9 

64 

39 

36 

711 

64 

25 

42 

43 

64 

9 

- 

- 

2 

7 

4 

144 

23 

10 

14 

9 

14 

8 

10 

2 

50 

- 

- 

133 

60 

76 

130 

46 

144 

- 

2 

- 

35 

213 

30 

1 

1 

3 

13 

13 

7 

116 

126 

148 

20 

4 

18 

- 

6 

3 

- 

2 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2359 

1634 

9 

38 

14 

15 

25 

5 

- 

273 

146 

396 

30 

11 

1 

22 

55 

1 

362 

24 

470 

17 

5 

2 

1090 

160 

89 

6 

6 

4 

1 

- 

3 

- 

3 

1 

1 

6 

- 

12 

20 

4 

13 

1 

2 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

4 

9 

1 

23 

36 

40 

69 

96 

86 

20 

20 

9 

57 

52 

51 

- 

- 

1 

45 

22 

68 

40 

75 

14 

65 

25 

8 

288 

90 

229 

9 

20 

105 

7 

5 

- 

53 

117 

126 

55 

71 

122 

- 

1 

73 

7 

27 

8 

18 

17 

- 

- 

4 

4 

134 

93 

28 

941 

1069 

769 

4 

1 

- 

40 

247 

213 

163 

1300 

1457 

2 

8 

12 

120 

200 

483 

10 

26 

49 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

7 

11 

439 

600 

793 

100 

80 

14 

1 

9 

6 

870 

1630 

1235 

3 

14 

26 

18 

5 

1 

621 

862 

913 

1 

1 

4 

821 

1017 

1414 

8 

13 

7 

4 

5 

1 

1 

4 

- 

18 

6 

4 

12 

24 

17 

4 

1 

1 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

4 

3 

3 

28 

1 

4 

71 

16 

83 

6 

1 

4 

38 

28 

81 

10 

20 

52 

1460 

1500 

4330 

- 

- 

28 

429 

720 

581 

182 

72 

116 

10 

- 

- 

18 

2 

5 

374 

262 

233 

1917 

5295  10565 

4 

5 

10 

1162 

1145 

1494 

157 

184 

386 

174 

183 

270 

137 

191 

182 

- 

- 

4 

1 

1 

3 

- 

19 

100 

25 

23 

27 

241 

188 

268 

158 

86 

111 

3190 

3000 

9220 

23 

41 

66 

800 

731715890 

62 

133 

283 

1 

- 

7 

2 

_ 

1457 

3027 

4100 

13 

- 

31 

14 

16 

12 

1128 

1277 

623 

23 

12 

61 

854 

492 

749 

3 

2 

4 

987 

952 

1234 

2 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

16 

3 

7 

1 

- 

- 
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Norfolk  Bird  Atlas 

Moss  Taylor 

By  the  end  of  the  2003  summer  over  600  tetrads  had  been  covered  for  the  breeding  season 
survey  of  the  Norfolk  Bird  Atlas,  representing  42%  of  the  county.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  foot 
and  mouth  epidemic  in  2001,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  total  would  have  exceeded  50%  by 
now,  as  is  the  case  for  the  winter  survey. 

Although  different  tetrads  are  surveyed  each  year,  how  comparable  are  the  results 
year-on-year,  in  the  light  of  the  fact  that  the  most  species-rich  tetrads  have  tended  to  be  covered 
in  the  earlier  years?  Bearing  in  mind  that  the  foot  and  mouth  epidemic  reduced  the  coverage  by 
about  half,  and  restricted  access  in  some  of  the  tetrads  that  were  covered  during  the  summer  of 
200 1 , the  table  below  shows  a surprising  degree  of  consistency  for  many  of  the  commoner  and 
widespread  species.  For  example.  Pheasant,  Moorhen,  Stock  Dove,  Pied  Wagtail,  Blackbird, 
Whitethroat,  Great  Tit  and  Chaffinch  all  gave  very  similar  year-on-year  results  if  the  figures 
for  2001  are  excluded.  The  same  is  true  for  the  vast  majority  of  the  62  species  included  in  the 
table. 

Is  it  also  possible,  therefore,  to  monitor  the  progress  in  Norfolk  of  the  Red  Data  List 
species  of  high  conservation  concern?  These  species  are  highlighted  in  the  table  and  are  on  the 
red  list  due  to  a rapid  decline  in  the  UK  breeding  population  over  the  last  25  years.  As  before, 
the  2001  figures  have  been  ignored  in  the  discussion  that  follows. 

A total  of  8 species  appear  to  be  holding  their  own,  at  least  over  the  last  4 years:  Grey 
Partridge,  Skylark,  Song  Thrush,  Marsh  Tit,  Starling,  House  Sparrow,  Linnet  and 
Yellowhammer.  It  should  be  added  that  Skylark  has  always  had  a healthy  population  here  in 
Norfolk,  despite  declines  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  Turtle  Dove,  Spotted  Flycatcher  and 
Bullfinch  all  appear  to  have  declined,  while  the  figures  for  Tree  Sparrow  are  inconclusive. 
Insufficient  numbers  of  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpeckers  and  Willow  Tits  are  reported  each  year 
to  make  any  valid  comments.  However,  in  addition,  two  Amber  List  species  of  medium 
conservation  concern  do  appear  to  be  declining:  Cuckoo  and  Willow  Warbler. 

As  in  last  year’s  Report,  the  percentage  of  tetrads  in  which  the  62  selected  species  were 
recorded  on  at  least  one  of  the  set  breeding  season  visits  in  2000,  2001,  2002  or  2003,  and  the 
average  number  of  ‘pairs’  per  occupied  tetrad  are  given  in  the  species  accounts  of  the 
Systematic  List.  Comparisons  between  the  figures  given  in  this  Report  and  last  year’s  show 
that  there  has  been  very  little,  if  any,  change. 

The  Norfolk  Bird  Atlas  database  currently  holds  over  100,000  records  and  as  each  year 
passes  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  information  increases.  The  importance  of  the  data  set  is  being 
recognised  by  the  RSPB  and  English  Nature,  and  the  data  is  also  being  used  to  help  plan  the 
appropriate  siting  of  inland  windfarms.  In  order  to  maximise  the  value  of  the  project,  it  is  vital 
that  the  fieldwork  is  completed  by  the  end  of  2007.  Although  several  hundred  people  have 
contributed  records,  additional  observers  are  required  to  survey  tetrads  in  the  central  and 
southern  half  of  the  county,  particularly  during  the  summer  months.  All  offers  of  help  should 
be  directed  to  Moss  Taylor  at  4 Heath  Road,  Sheringham,  NR26  8JH  or  by  email  on 
mosstaylor@care4free.net 
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2000 

2001 

2002 

2003 

Mallard 

91 

80 

88 

93 

Sparrowhawk 

64 

39 

48 

58 

Kestrel 

85 

55 

79 

80 

Red-legged  Partridge 

88 

79 

89 

97 

Grey  Partridge 

43 

34 

44 

44 

Pheasant 

94 

87 

95 

97 

Moorhen 

88 

72 

89 

88 

Lapwing 

44 

32 

61 

55 

Feral  Pigeon 

43 

35 

28 

45 

Stock  Dove 

79 

65 

80 

84 

Woodpigeon 

100 

92 

100 

99 

Collared  Dove 

89 

85 

87 

91 

Turtle  Dove 

71 

47 

56 

58 

Cuckoo 

65 

49 

55 

51 

Swift 

88 

69 

87 

84 

Green  Woodpecker 

68 

53 

62 

66 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

78 

54 

83 

78 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

5 

2 

6 

3 

Skylark 

99 

88 

96 

98 

Swallow 

94 

88 

91 

95 

House  Martin 

82 

75 

78 

81 

Meadow  Pipit 

42 

38 

28 

36 

Pied  Wagtail 

92 

89 

90 

92 

Wren 

95 

93 

98 

100 

Dunnock 

93 

92 

96 

100 

Robin 

95 

88 

96 

99 

Blackbird 

97 

89 

98 

99 

Song  Thrush 

87 

81 

91 

89 

Mistle  Thrush 

83 

80 

88 

86 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

45 

28 

38 

40 

Whitethroat 

94 

86 

93 

94 

Garden  Warbler 

46 

34 

42 

41 

Blackcap 

88 

75 

91 

90 

Chiffchaff 

82 

79 

90 

87 

Willow  Warbler 

84 

71 

79 

69 

Goldcrest 

65 

47 

61 

64 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

48 

28 

29 

32 

Long-tailed  Tit 

82 

66 

80 

81 

Marsh  Tit 

32 

16 

28 

31 

Willow  Tit 

5 

4 

9 

5 

Coal  Tit 

58 

41 

65 

55 

Blue  Tit 

96 

92 

98 

96 

Great  Tit 

95 

86 

96 

94 

Nuthatch 

30 

14 

22 

23 

Treecreeper 

39 

24 

35 

35 

Jay 

68 

55 

72 

68 

Magpie 

85 

78 

79 

81 

Jackdaw 

89 

76 

88 

85 

Rook 

64 

64 

62 

70 

Carrion  Crow 

95 

76 

87 

92 

Starling 

94 

87 

88 

94 

House  Sparrow 

92 

82 

84 

91 

Tree  Sparrow 

12 

8 

6 

12 

Chaffinch 

96 

91 

98 

99 

Greenfinch 

92 

88 

93 

97 

Goldfinch 

87 

84 

88 

95 

Linnet 

84 

75 

75 

82 

Lesser  Redpoll 

6 

0 

5 

2 

Bullfinch 

51 

31 

38 

42 

Yellow  hammer 

86 

76 

87 

87 

Reed  Bunting 

36 

28 

36 

38 

Com  Bunting 

6 

4 

3 

8 

Percentage  of  tetrads  in  which  62  selected  species  were  recorded  on  at  least  one 
breeding  season  (April-June).  Red  List  species  are  emboldened. 

of  the  two 

visits  during  the 
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Systematic  List 


Introduction 

As  a result  of  taxonomic  changes  to  the  British  List  by  the  British  Ornithologists’  Union  in 
2002/3,  the  order  of  the  Systematic  List  below  has  been  subsequently  amended.  The  English 
names  that  are  most  familiar  have  been  retained.  Unless  otherwise  stated,  all  observations  are 
of  single  birds  and  refer  to  2003.  The  following  abbreviations  are  used  in  the  species  accounts; 


BO 

= 

Bird  Observatory 

NBC 

= 

Norfolk  Bird  Club 

BBRC 

= 

British  Birds  Rarities  Committee 

NBR 

= 

Norfolk  Bird  Report 

BF 

= 

Sugarbeet  Factory 

NNR 

= 

National  Nature  Reserve 

BOU 

= 

British  Ornithologists’  Union 

NR 

= 

Nature  Reserve 

BTO 

= 

British  Trust  for  Ornithology 

RC 

= 

Relief  Channel 

CP 

= 

Country/Coastal  Park 

RSPB 

= 

Royal  Society  for  the 
Protection  of  Birds 

ESA 

= 

Environmentally  Sensitive  Area 

SM 

= 

Saltmarsh 

FM 

= 

Fresh  Marsh 

STW 

= 

Sewage  Treatment  Works 

GC 

Golf  Course 

TA 

= 

Training  Area 

GM 

= 

Grazing  Marsh 

WeBS 

— 

monthly  Wetland  Bird  Survey 
counts 

GP 

Gravel  Pit 

WM 

Water  Meadows 

NBA 

= 

Norfolk  Bird  Atlas 

WWT 

= 

Wildfowl  & Wetlands  Tmst 

Where  tables  are  used  in  the  species  accounts  these  refer  to  monthly  maximum  counts  for 
main  sites  unless  otherwise  stated.  A dash  indicates  that  no  count  details  have  been  received  or 
none  present.  For  wildfowl  and  waders,  the  data  used  derives  generally  from  the  monthly 
WeBS  counts  although  if  higher  totals  are  available  these  are  used  instead;  readers  are  also 
referred  to  the  tables  giving  composite  counts  for  the  Wash,  north  coast  and  Breydon/Bemey 
which  should  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the  individual  species  accounts  in  the  Systematic 
List.  WeBS  thresholds  for  Intemational/National  importance  have  been  inserted  for  all 
relevant  species. 

Whilst  many  records  to  the  west  of  Sheringham  town  are  in  the  Sheringham  Bird 
Observatory  recording  area,  for  the  sake  of  simplicity  most  records  are  referred  to  as 
‘Sheringham’  only.  The  area  previously  referred  to  as  ‘Lakenheath  Washes’  is  called 
‘Hockwold  Washes’  to  avoid  confusion  with  the  adjacent  Lakenheath  Fen  RSPB  Reserve 
situated  in  Suffolk.  The  area  referred  to  as  mid-Yare  RSPB  includes  the  reserve  at 
Strumpshaw  and  adjoining  land  under  the  Society’s  control  and/or  ownership.  Where  details 
of  breeding  birds  are  given  at  Holkham  NNR  for  example  these  refer,  unless  otherwise  stated, 
to  the  grazing  marshes  at  Burnham  Norton,  Burnham  Overy  and  Holkham. 

Whilst  a considerable  proportion  of  the  county’s  coastline  to  the  north-east  runs  on  a 
north-west/south-east  axis  to  simplify  matters  movements  have  been  quoted  as  east/west  and 
north/south.  Hence  records  to  the  west  of  Happisburgh  are  listed  east/west  as  appropriate  and 
those  to  the  east  as  north/south. 

Observers’  initials  are  given  for  all  national  and  county  rarities  and  for  a few  other 
exceptional  records.  Normally  the  initials  of  the  fmder(s)  are  given  (where  known),  and  if 
applicable  initials  of  observers  who  have  also  submitted  detailed  descriptions. 


Mute  Swan  Cygnus  olor 

A common  resident;  the  Ouse  Washes  attract  the  most  important  winter  concentrations 
Monthly  counts  at  Welney: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov  Dec 

59  128  93  108  107  - - - 32  - 68  71 

Other  concentrations;  Nar  Valley  Fisheries  137  Jan  and  57  May;  Hockwold  Washes  1 18  June, 
200  July  and  153  Sept;  Hardley  Flood  138  Oct  and  166  Dec.  Also  counts  of  50+:  Runham  62 
Jan,  Halvergate  Marshes  88  Feb,  St  Benet’s  Level  68  Feb,  Ludham  94  March,  Pentney  GP  64 
May,  Thorpe  St  Andrew  64  Aug,  Shadwell  57  Dec.  Also  see  counts  at  Breydon/Bemey  in 
WeBS  Tables. 

Breeding:  details  received  from  28  sites  (a  welcome  increase)  with  total  of  71  nests 
including  13  at  both  Holkham  NNR  and  Welney,  8 Great  Ouse  RC  and  4 
Repps-with-Bastwick. 

Offshore  movements  at  Sheringham  where  7 west  May  5th,  4 east  May  26th  (having 
previously  passed  Scolt  Head),  2 west  Sept  26th,  2 on  sea  with  Whooper  Swan  then  east  Oct 
6th  and  3 west  Nov  15th;  also  2 west  Sidestrand  Sept  13th. 

Bewick’s  Swan  Cygnus  columbianus 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  internationally  important  numbers 

Record  counts  at  Welney  during  Feb  were  soon  followed  by  a steady  easterly  departure  when 

noisy  floeks  were  reported  moving  over  numerous  localities  throughout  county.  Only  1 1 

remained  March  23rd  leaving  behind  one  over-summering  injured  bird.  Three  adults  returned 

Oct  15th  with  6 next  day  but  winter  arrival  slow  with  no  large  numbers  until  second  week  of 

Nov. 

Counts  at  Welney  WWT: 

Jan  20th Feb  2nd Mar  9th Oct  25th Nov  1 7th Dec  15th 

3572  4707  219  221  3353  3232 

: (5177) (22f) : (3588) (3547) 

International  importance  (winter):  170 
* (T otal  Norfolk/Cambridgeshire  figure  in  brackets) 

Well  represented  in  Broads  with  main  gatherings:  Breydon/Bemey  240  Feb  25th,  Catfield  212 
Jan  5th,  Halvergate  Marshes/Runham  60  Jan  26th  and  254  Feb  27th,  Homing  Upper  Street  1 73 
Dec  22nd,  How  Hill  1 17  Dec  30th,  Ludham  Bridge  240  Jan  16th  and  160  Dec  27th,  St  Benet’s 
Level  385  Jan  24th  and  an  impressive  peak  of  734  Feb  20th  as  Fens  birds  staged  on  their 
easterly  migration,  and  154  Dec  31st.  Undoubtedly  some  movement  between  sites. 

A particularly  well-marked  easterly  spring  departure  with  flocks  recorded  over  much  of 
county  from  mid-Feb  to  early  March.  Some  larger  flocks:  22  Hellesdon  and  Old  Catton,  85 
Lyng-Easthaugh  GP  and  40  Paston  all  Feb  8th,  450  Beechamwell,  130  Bradfield,  65  East 
Tuddenham,  40  Felthorpe,  55  Reepham,  120  Sparham  Pools  (3  flocks)  and  140 
Wramplingham  all  Feb  28th,  200  Hellesdon.  50  Kettlestone,  210  North  Walsham  and  Paston, 
and  54  Sheringham  all  March  1 st,  65  Norwich.  80  Stanford  TA  and  43  Wayland  Wood  2nd,  60 
Winterton  6th  and  36  Wicklewood  8th. 

A less  spectacular  autumn  arrival  was  noted  from  a number  of  mainly  coastal  sites  from 
Oct  24th  and  continuing  through  Nov/Dec.  As  usual  some  migrating  flocks  were 
independently  identified  as  both  Whooper  and  Bewick’s  Swans! 
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Bewick's  Swans  (Robert  Gillmor) 


Whooper  Swan  Cygnus  cygnus 

Winter  visitor,  mainly  from  Iceland,  in  internationally  important  numbers 
A further  increase  in  Fens  wintering  population  saw  record  numbers  at  Welney  during  Feb. 
Rather  unusually  a substantial  number  of  birds,  along  with  Bewick’s  Swans,  were  roosting  on 
flooded  arable  land  during  wet  conditions  in  Jan  when  Washes  were  deeply  flooded.  A fairly 
early  spring  departure  left  just  465  March  23rd  and  only  a small  number  of  birds  by  early  April, 
the  last  4 on  1 2th. 

Two  adults  returned  Sept  27th,  with  3 next  day,  but  autumn  arrival  slower  than  usual  with 
no  major  gatherings  until  early  Nov.  Autumn/winter  flocks  contained  21%  cygnets,  close  to 
average  for  this  species. 

Counts  at  Welney  WWT; 


Jan  I9th 

Febl6th 

Mar  9th  Apr  6th 

Oct  25th 

Nov  17th 

Dec  1 5th 

1693 

2376 

1957  89 

509 

2303 

1869 

(1856) 

(2745) 

(2464) 

- 

(2438) 

(2635) 

International  importance  (winter):  160 

*(Total  Norfolk/Cambridgeshire  figure  in  brackets) 

A scattering  of  records  from  favoured  sites  in  Broads  with  13  Brograve  Level  Jan  18th,  24 
Catfield  Jan  4th/5th  and  40  Feb  10th,  27  Hempstead  Dec  5th,  54  Hickling  Jan  6th  and  40  Feb 
10th,  37  Horsey  Mere  Feb  7th,  40  Ludham  Bridge  Jan  16th  and  41  Feb  6th/7th  and  14Martham 
Nov  29th,  while  Breydon/Bemey  held  13  Jan  27th  and  10  Feb  10th-25th.  The  presence  of  two 
blue  neck-collared  birds  at  Ludham  Bridge  on  Jan  1 6th  shows  that,  as  expected,  small  numbers 
of  Scandinavian  birds  are  visiting  the  county. 

Elsewhere,  small  numbers  were  reported  from  widespread  of  localities  especially  during 
migration  periods.  Three  feeding  with  Pinkfeet  in  Brancaster/Bumham  Overy  area  Nov 
15th-Dec  13th  of  interest  while  a late  bird  Snettisham  until  April  20th. 
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Bean  Goose 


Anser  fabalis 


Taiga  Bean  Goose  A (f)  fabalis 
Winter  visitor  to  the  Yare  Valley 

A max  of  1 44  present  in  usual  area  Jan  1 st  with  1 30  5th  and  1 05  remaining  on  1 5th.  Then  usual 
mid-Jan  swift  departure  with  40  remaining  16th  and  last  20  on  19th.  First  birds  back  Oct  28th 
with  30  present  Nov  5th.  These  had  increased  to  90  Nov  16th  and  105  by  28th.  In  Dec,  1 10 
counted  on  7th  and  max  of  120  29th. 

Elsewhere,  one  at  Hickling  Oct  9th  and  presumed  same  Horsey  Nov  18th/ 19th  and  22nd 
was  of  possible  dubious  origin. 

Tundra  Bean  Goose  A (j)  rossicus 
Small  numbers  increasingly  recorded  in  winter 

Many  more  records  received  than  for  several  years  despite  the  mild  winters.  In  first  winter 
period,  Jan  saw  up  to  3 present  all  month  with  Pink-feet  in  north  Norfolk  centred  around 
Holkham/Wells,  but  often  wandering  widely  to  Wighton  and  Egmere  areas,  up  to  5 in  Broads 
centred  around  Horsey /Martham  3rd- 1 5th  and  8 all  month  at  Welney.  Additional  Jan  sightings 
60  seen  over  both  Cockthorpe  and  Langham  5th,  3 Breydon/Bemey  on  27th  and  3 Hunstanton 
30th.  During  Feb,  up  to  3 in  Great  Bircham  area  until  17th,  4 Brograve  level  16th/ 17th,  16 
Mundesley  21st  and  2 Halvergate  9th  whilst  8 remained  at  Welney  all  month.  A few  March 
records,  Horsey-Waxham  7th- 17th  was  possibly  the  same  individual  seen  flying  in  off  sea  at 
Winterton  with  a Bar-headed  Goose  on  22nd,  and  9 at  Welney  until  3rd.  The  only  April  record 
concerned  a single  at  Holkham  GM  16th. 

In  second  winter  period,  first  arrivals  2 Welney  Oct  25th  remaining  until  Nov  14th.  At 
Eccles  Cart  Gap/Lessingham  up  to  18  regularly  Nov  13th-Dec  8th  with  3 on  18th;  6 Horsey 
Nov  19th  were  probably  part  of  this  gaggle.  At  Welney  4 again  Dec  15th- 19th,  then  2 until 
27th.  Other  sightings  included  Cley  Nov  13th/14th,  2 Holkham  Nov  16th,  2 Wells  Nov  29th, 
Brancaster  Nov  30th  with  2 Dec  4th-9th,  2 Bacton  Dec  24th,  4 Docking  26th,  2 Hemsby  27th,  3 
Martham  30th  and  6 Repps-with-Bastwick  on  3 1st. 


Pink-footed  Goose  Anser  brachyrhynchus 

Winter  visitor  in  internationally  important  numbers  from  Iceland  and  East  Greenland 
The  three  main  wintering  areas  located  within  county  continued  to  be  well  used.  Increases  in 
north  Norfolk  population  continue  with  record  co-ordinated  roost  counts  of  100,920  Nov  17th 
and  1 00,300  Dec  29th.  Added  to  the  smaller  roost  counts  in  east  Norfolk  on  the  latter  date,  the 
county  total  in  late  Dec  was  a record  1 12,830.  The  world  population  of  the  Icelandic  and  east 
Greenland  Pink-foot  was  estimated  at  229,824  in  2002,  therefore  the  Norfolk  Dec  total  was 
nearly  half  of  this  figure.  It  is  possible  that  this  population,  estimated  at  270,921  the  previous 
year,  may  be  reaching  its  peak  and  it  has  also  to  be  taken  into  account  that  some  37,000  are 
estimated  to  be  shot  annually  by  hunters  in  both  this  country  and  in  Iceland.  The  only  other 
roost  site  in  north  Norfolk  was  at  Thomham,  but  it  was  irregularly  used  and  950  on  Nov  3rd 
was  the  only  notable  count  there.  Birds  as  usual  changed  roost  sites  very  frequently, 
presumably  mostly  regulated  by  the  nearest  feeding  areas,  but  70,000  roosting  at  Scolt  Head  on 
Dec  9th  and  80,000  on  the  10th  represents  the  highest  ever  counts  for  a single  site  in  the  county. 

Co-ordinated  dawn  counts  leaving  the  3 traditional  roost  sites  gave  a reasonable  estimate 
of  numbers: 
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First  winter  period: 


Jan  6th 

Jan  13th 

Feb  3rd 

Snettisham 

14740 

11940 

6600 

Scolt  Head 

5800 

11800 

300 

Holkham/Wells 

29300 

33800 

29900 

Total 

49840 

57540 

36800 

Second  winter  period: 

Nov  1 7th 

Nov  24th 

Dec  15th 

Dec  29th 

Snettisham 

10770 

20200 

7390 

27350 

Scolt  Head 

42400 

50000 

43000 

33000 

Holkham/Wells 

47750 

28300 

17220 

39950 

Total 

100920 

98500 

67610 

100300 

Fewer  inland  feeding  concentrations  noted,  but  10,000  in  Wighton  area  Jan  5th  and  also 
Sherboume  on  15th  with  14,000  Egmere  Dec  16th.  At  Holme,  one  was  seen  to  be  killed  by  a 
female  Peregrine  Jan  13th,  the  goose  being  struck  twice  before  its  neck  was  broken.  At 
Welney,  5 present  in  Jan  with  7 in  Feb  to  17th  and  3 again  March  3rd  increasing  to  4 on  20th  to 
April  1st.  Spring  departure  swift  in  north-west  Norfolk,  but  still  900  Holkham  April  16th  and 
last  105  west  at  Scolt  Head  May  8th.  Last  2 Holme  May  15th  and  5 Holkham  GM  on  22nd. 

Summering  birds  at  several  sites  were  presumably  sick  or  injured  and  included  one  with 
Canada  Geese  at  Sheringham  on  June  1st,  up  to  2 at  Snettisham  same  month  and  single 
Titchwell  on  Aug  16th. 

First  autumn  arrivals  as  early  as  Sept  6th  when  4 Titchwell  followed  by  1 1 Snettisham  on 
13th.  Next  day,  first  10  Holkham  birds  back  with  also  25  Brancaster  and  2 east  Sheringham, 
and  200  at  Holkham  by  1 8th.  Exceptional  arrival  from  19th  when  45  Scolt  Head  with  1 1 87  in 
off  sea  there  20th  and  1 54 1 likewise  on  2 1 st  followed  by  smaller,  but  significant  movements  to 
24th.  On  28th  as  many  as  30,000  had  arrived  in  the  Holkham/Wells  area  with  35,000  in  early 
Oct.  Several  varieties  again  noted  especially  in  the  north-west  Norfolk  population  with  buff, 
blue-silver  and  white-bellied  birds  being  seen  and  a number  also  with  white  wing  patterns. 

In  east  Norfolk,  the  Horsey/Heigham  Holmes  concentration  was  for  first  time  regularly 
monitored  by  co-ordinated  dawn  roost  counts.  These  showed  a noticeable  increase  in  line  with 
record  numbers  in  the  county,  although  during  Nov  there  was  some  disturbance  close  to  the 
main  roost  site.  Again  feeding  birds  ranged  widely,  to  Paston  in  the  north  (where  a record 
number  of  5000  Nov  4th),  to  Ludham  and  Clippesby  in  the  west,  and  to  the  Breydon  area  in  the 
south  where  there  was  much  interchange  with  that  population.  Birds  departed  in  early  March 
and  last  4 seen  April  1 st.  First  autumn  arrivals  in  area,  33  Sept  1 7th  with  28 1 on  22nd  and  640 
two  days  later  which  arrived  high  from  the  north.  By  Oct  1 1th,  3850  had  taken  up  residence 
with  8000  estimated  in  last  week  and  similar  numbers  towards  the  year  end. 

Monthly  max  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Oct  Nov  Dec 

3500  4000  75  8000  3410  8200 


The  Breydon/Bemey/Halvergate/Lower  Bure  population  showed  a welcome  increase  with 
record  site  numbers  in  both  Jan  and  Feb.  Again  there  was  often  daily  interchange  between  the 
Horsey/Heigham  Holmes  population  and  some  even  roosted  at  the  latter  site  and  flighted  south 


at  dawn  using  a coastal  route  to  feed  on  the  Halvergate/Lower  Bure  levels.  Disturbance  on 
some  levels  again  proved  a problem,  but  with  the  RSPB  Bemey  reserve  extending  its 
influence,  this  should  hopefully  ease  in  future  years.  The  extensive  Haddiscoe  Island  levels 
were  little  used  in  2003,  but  up  to  324  used  the  adjacent  Belton  marshes  in  late  Feb. 

Monthly  max  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb _ Mar  Oct  Nov  Dec 

6870  7100  3570  [460  ^1500  ' 4330 


Large  numbers  lingered  much  later  and  into  the  first  week  of  March  than  in  2002  and  last  150 
noted  on  12th.  First  autumn  arrivals  Sept  29th  and  95  by  Oct  4th  increasing  to  1460  by  end  of 
month. 


White-fronted  Goose  Amer  albifrons 

European  White-fronted  Goose  A (a)  albifrons 
Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  from  Siberian  tundra 

All  four  main  sites  continued  to  be  used  with  regularity,  although  all  localities  displayed  some 
decrease  in  numbers  in  both  Jan  and  Feb.  There  was  a noticeable  influx  in  early  March, 
particularly  at  Breydon/Bemey  where  146  3rd  had  increased  to  223  on  6th  with  160  remaining 
9th  and  last  1 5 on  1 2th.  Numbers  at  Holkham  GM  also  increased  to  a winter  high  of 402  March 
4th.  Departures  were  noticeable  at  Winterton/Horsey  March  6th  with  two  skeins  totalling  225 
flying  east  out  to  sea.  The  north  coast  gaggles  remained  a little  later  with  300  still  present  at 
Holkham  GM  March  13th  with  240  remaining  next  day;  19  flew  south-east  Brancaster  Hbr 
19th. 

Peak  counts  at  traditional  wintering  localities: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Nov 

Dec 

Holkham 

380 

345 

402 

30 

165 

Hickling/Heigham  Holmes 

400 

202 

173 

88 

335 

Buckenham/Cantley 

60 

17 

- 

30 

70 

Breydon/Bemey 

31 

80 

223 

- 

28 

Welney 

- 

21 

- 

5 

9 

Away  from  main  sites,  9 Hilgay  Fen  Jan  16th,  14  flying  inland  Cromer  Feb  1st,  9 in  off  sea 
Gorleston  Feb  2nd  and  8 Pentney  GP  Feb  16th.  In  April,  2 Holkham  GM  6th,  and  singles  at 
Snettisham  all  month  and  Martham  Broad  24th. 

The  only  summer  record  involved  a single  Hickling  Broad  July  23rd-Aug  23rd.  First  in 
second  winter  period,  Brancaster  Oct  9th  with  9 Hanworth  Common  18th,  3 
Repps-with-Bastwick  also  1 8th  with  40  next  day,  and  2 Holkham  GM  also  19th.  By  Nov  5th 
21  had  reached  Holkham  GM  with  25  Buckenham/Cantley.  First  arrivals  in  Horsey/Heigham 
area  10  Nov  15th  with  88  on  22nd  but  none  Breydon/Bemey  area  until  28  Dec  7th.  Up  to  5 at 
Welney  from  Nov  14th  with  peak  of  9 in  Dec;  12  Felbrigg  Park  Nov  27th  and  1 3 on  Dec  30th 
were  of  unknown  origin.  By  end  of  year  all  four  main  traditional  sites  occupied,  with  much 
higher  numbers  at  Horsey/Heigham  Holmes  and  lower  than  expected  totals  in  mid-Yare 
valley. 
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Greenland  White-fronted  Goose  A (a)  flavirostris 
Regular  visitor  in  very  small  numbers  from  Western  Greenland 

Recorded  in  winter  months  in  Pink-footed  Geese  flocks  in  small  sumbers.  In  first  winter 
period  at  least  6 different  birds  present:  2 adults  Wighton  Jan  3rd,  Egmere  Jan  8th,  Holkham 
GM  Jan  5th  and  12th,  and  Feb  21st-March  2nd  (AIB  JDG  AMS  et  af),  single  adults  Wighton 
Jan  18th  (JRMc)  and  Hunstanton  30th  (TCL),  juvs  Egmere  Jan  13th  and  Hunstanton  30th 
(TCL),  Ist-winter  Brancaster  Staithe  Jan  11th  (CD)  and  Wells  25th  (DPA)  with  different 
1 St-winter  Wells  Jan  28th  (JRMc)  and  same/another  Holkham  GM  April  16th  (AIB). 

In  second  winter  period  at  least  3 different  adults  in  Burnham 
Market/Brancaster/Docking/Stanhoe/Egmere  area  Nov  15th-year  end  based  on  photographic 
evidence  (DPA  JRMc  et  al)  with  Ist-winter  Stanhoe  Dec  8th  (DPA). 


Greylag  Goose  Anser  anser 

Long-established  and  increasing  feral  population  complicates  identity  of  genuine  wild 
arrivals 

Highest  numbers  at  most  regularly  counted  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jan 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

292 

- 

106 

136 

249 

649 

640 

- 

890 

990 

312 

692 

Holme 

135 

- 

29 

15 

32 

32 

77 

17 

20 

121 

113 

137 

Holkham  NNR 

309 

405 

- 

- 

- 

160 

- 

- 

- 

91 

606 

752 

Stiffkey  Fen 

- 

37 

95 

- 

64 

188 

344 

- 

1491 

312 

678 

- 

Cley 

- 

- 

74 

54 

101 

88 

125 

701 

701 

- 

377 

- 

Breydon/Bemey 

302 

83 

37 

20 

43 

63 

45 

22 

68 

429 

720 

581 

Welney 

175 

49 

- 

- 

- 

20 

- 

- 

419 

402 

173 

206 

Counts  of  300  or  more  from  less  regularly  recorded  sites:  Jan  600  Heigham  Holmes,  450 
Martham  Broad,  430  Pentney  GP,  3 1 3 Barton  Broad;  Feb  303  Pentney  GP;  March  420  Potter 
Heigham,  350  Holkham  Park;  Aug  550  Hickling  Broad,  350  Homing;  Sept  800  Brancaster 
Hbr,  700  Kelling  WM,  600  Titchwell,  384  Pentney  GP,  300  Dersingham;  Oct  515  Martham 
Broad,  430  Hickling  Broad,  420  Nar  Valley  Fisheries,  344  Barton  Broad;  Nov  700  Martham 
Broad,  430  West  Somerton,  420  Barton  Broad,  400  Sparham  Pools;  Dec  390  Thetford 
Nunnery  Lakes,  325  Ormesby  Broad. 

Breeding  records  received  included  (pairs  in  brackets):  Blakeney  Point  (2  both 
unsuccessful),  Breydon  (7  broods),  Buckenham  (8),  Cantley  (6),  Cley  (4  broods  on 
Serpentine),  Coxford  (38  young  from  7-8  broods),  Felbrigg  Park  (1),  Gunton  Park  (1  brood), 
Hickling  Broad  (2  broods),  Holkham  NNR  (80),  Holme  (16),  Lyng-Easthaugh  GP  (5), 
Ormesby  Broad  (6),  Repps-with-Bastwick  (3),  Rockland  Broad  (2),  Snettisham  (8  broods), 
Strumpshaw  (20),  Surlingham  Broad  (2),  Surlingham  Marsh  (1),  Welney  (3),  West  Lexham 
( 1 ),  West  Somerton  (3),  Whitlingham  CP  ( 1 brood).  Worthing  GP  ( 1 brood).  At  Shropham  GP 
licensed  egg  pricking  and  the  removal  of  islands  had  reduced  productivity  at  this  site  to  zero. 

Birds  with  Pink-feet  and  possibly  of  Icelandic  origin  Halvergate  Feb  9th,  Burnham 
Market  Nov  1st,  and  possibly  same  Stanhoe  17th  and  Docking  on  30th.  Three  together 
Burnham  Market  Dec  7th  followed  by  2 Brancaster  two  days  later.  Four  resembling  the 
eastern  race  ruhrirostris  at  Stiffkey  Fen  Feb  14th  with  another  Salthouse  Nov  27th. 
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Canada  Goose  Branta  canadensis 

Introduced  resident 

Regularly  recorded  Thetford  Nunnery  Lakes  and  Snettisham: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jut  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Thetford  Nunnery  Lakes  - 142  124  112  147  124  216  265  66  23  191  294 

Snettisham  165  170  6 42  14  100  - 42  31  130  204  194 


Other  high  counts  as  follows:  Jan  460  Blickling  Park,  145  Postwick  Marshes,  140  Potter 
Heigham;  Feb  106  Postwick  Marshes;  June  109  Whitlingham  CP,  100  Cley;  July  200 
Shropham,  1 12  Whitlingham  CP;  Aug  200  Scolt  Head/Brancaster;  Sept  247  Strumpshaw,  210 
Pentney  GP;  Oct  182  Breydon/Bemey,  150  Buckingham;  Nov  235  Nar  Valley  Fisheries,  1 15 
West  Somerton. 

Usual  small-scale  movements/concentrations  noted  early/mid-June  with  100  west  then 
east  Holkham  GM  and  37  present  Blakeney  Point  both  1st,  205  west  Scolt  Head  4th  and  55 
west  5th,  156  west  Holme  6th  and  81  present  Titchwell  15th. 

Breeding  records  received  from  Bemey,  Buckenham,  Cantley,  Flitcham,  Hickling  Broad, 
Holkham  GM,  Holme,  Lenwade  Common,  Rockland  Broad,  Salthouse,  Thetford  Nunnery 
Lakes,  Shropham  (where  licensed  egg  pricking  and  removal  of  islands  has  reduced 
productivity  to  zero),  Surlingham  and  West  Somerton. 

‘Vagrant’  Canada  Goose 
Potential  vagrants  from  north  America 

A Canada  Goose,  almost  certainly  the  same  bird  present  in  2002,  at  Burnham  Norton  Dec  20th, 
Great  Witchingham  28th  (AIB  JRMc  RGM  et  af)  and  into  2004.  This  bird  was  thought  to  be  a 
Todd’s  but  the  race parvipes  was  not  eliminated.  A minima  Canada  Goose,  almost  certainly  an 
escape,  Buckenham  Dec  6th  to  year  end  (SH  et  af). 


Barnacle  Geese  (Phil  Jones) 
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Barnacle  Goose  Branta  leucopsis 

Scarce  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  with  feral/escaped  birds  often 
in  large  groups  causing  confusion 

Distinguishing  wild  from  feral  birds  is  often  rather  difficult  during  winter  months,  but  birds 
associating  with  Pink-footed  Geese  in  north-west  Norfolk  are  almost  certainly  of  wild  origin. 
Such  birds  were  again  present  at  various  localities  with  1 -4  regularly  recorded.  In  east  Norfolk 
12  Bemey  Jan  22nd  and  singles  Cart  Gap/Lessingham  in  Nov  were  also  amongst  Pink-feet. 

Several  interesting  records  of  coastal  movements,  some  of  which  may  refer  to  wild  birds: 
5 north  Horsey  April  13th,  6 south  high  Blakeney  Point  April  15th,  3 in  off  sea  then  south-east 
Scolt  Head  May  1 7th,  single  out  to  sea  Sea  Palling  May  27th,  7 west  Scolt  Head  Sept  28th  and 
7 west  there  Oct  3rd. 

Likely  feral  birds  recorded  at  the  following  localities:  Bemey,  Buckenham  Marshes  (max 
106  Nov),  Cantley,  Cley,  Cockthorpe,  Flitcham,  Fritton  (max  160  March),  Heigham  Holmes 
(max  40  Jan),  Holme,  Nar  Valley  Fisheries,  Pentney  GP,  Postwick  (max  75  Feb),  Potter 
Heigham,  Rockland  (max  70  Sept),  Roydon  Common,  Snettisham,  Stiffkey  Fen,  Titchwell, 
Waveney  Forest  (max  215  March),  Whitlingham  CP  and  Wissington  BF. 

Breeding  noted  Nar  Valley  Fisheries  where  pair  fledged  3 young. 

Brent  Goose  Branta  bernicia 

Dark-bellied  Brent  Goose  B (b)  bernicia 
Abundant  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
Monthly  peak  counts  at  selected  important  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Terrington  Marsh 

- 

2000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1500 

Snettisham 

600 

868 

815 

460 

290 

90 

45 

8 

Holme/Thomham/Titchwell 

440 

520 

400 

136 

150 

75 

328 

325 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

2100 

1235 

747 

750 

685 

750 

980 

630 

Holkham  GM/Wells 

781 

3576 

- 

- 

- 

310 

700 

829 

Stiffkey/Cockthorpe/Langham 

2000 

1000 

1017 

721 

211 

470 

1000 

439 

Blakeney  GM/Hbr/Cley 

1650 

1060 

88 

691 

578 

111 

1321 

1500 

For  further  counts  in  Wash  and  north  coast  see  WeBS  tables 

Max  counts  elsewhere:  Jan  111  Burnham  Overy  Hbr;  Feb  4000  Ongar  Hill. 

During  April  departing  birds  noted  (east)  at  Scolt  Head  where  129  1 1th,  82  12th  and  into 
May  when  55  23rd.  Many  birds  remained  well  into  May  with  100  Ongar  Hill  26th. 

Midsummer  birds  present  at  Snettisham,  Titchwell,  Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr  (5  June,  4 
July/ Aug),  Stiffkey  SM  (2  June)  and  Sheringham  (one  east  then  west  July  20th). 

During  second  winter  period  birds  very  late  to  arrive  and  in  much  lower  numbers  than 
usual  (main  counts  in  table).  Elsewhere  280  Blakeney  GM  Nov  27th  contained  only  10  juvs, 
while  the  regular  leucistic  ‘Silver  Brent’  again  returned  being  first  noted  Burnham  Deepdale 
Nov  30th. 

Pale-bellied  Brent  Goose  B (b)  hrota 
Scarce  winter  visitor 

In  first  winter  period  widespread  reports  of  1 -6  from  Terrington  around  the  Wash  and  along  the 
north  coast  as  far  as  Salthouse.  Larger  counts  included  up  to  18  Cockthorpe  Airfield/Stiffkey 
Fen  area  Jan  18th-March  17th,  7 Terrington  Marsh  Feb  2nd,  10  Wells  Feb  20th  and  12 
Admiralty  Point  March  16th. 
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In  east,  flock  of  8 Heigham  Holmes/Martham/Potter  Heigham  area  Jan  8th- 16th  with 
perhaps  same  8 north  Eccles  then  west  Sheringham  Feb  1st.  Late  April  singles  Snettisham 
24th  and  30th,  Blakeney  Point  26th  and  Admiralty  Point  27th. 

In  second  winter  period  singles  west  Sheringham  Sept  21st  and  Holkham  GM  23rd. 
Thereafter  1-3  at  8 north  coast  localities  until  year  end. 

Black  Brant  B (b)  nigricans 

An  almost  annual  vagrant  from  Arctic  Siberia 

During  first  3 months  of  year  birds  reported  from  numerous  sites  with  min  of  4 birds  present  in 
county.  A single  adult  in  Warham/Stiffkey/Cockthorpe/  Cley/Salthouse  area  probably 
responsible  for  all  records  from  these  sites,  while  2 present  in  Holme/Titchwell  area 
throughout  Jan/Feb.  Another  adult  first  noted  Terrington  Marsh  Feb  2nd  also  seen  Admiralty 
Point  Feb  15th  and  March  1st.  Two  King’s  Lynn  Docks  and  Ousemouth  (probably  same) 
March  16th  may  have  been  the  Holme/Titchwell  birds.  Last  of  spring  one  Snettisham  April 
24th/25th. 

Perhaps  reflecting  the  very  low  numbers  of  Dark-bellied  Brents  in  county  during  second 
winter  period,  the  only  record  was  from  Terrington  Marsh  where  single  Dec  4th  and  7th. 

As  in  2002  reports  of  hybrid  Dark-bellied  Brent  x Black  Brants  received.  At  Burnham 
Overy  Staithe  an  adult  Brant  and  3 adult  hybrids  Jan  12th  with  presumably  same  3 Burnham 
Norton  Feb  18th;  also  one  again  Burnham  Overy  Staithe  Nov  1 1th. 

Egyptian  Goose  Alopochen  aegyptiaca 

Long-established  resident  feral  population 

Highest  numbers  recorded  as  follows:  Jan  66  Holkham  Park;  March  75  Holkham  Park;  May 
80  Pentney  GP,  37  Blickling  Park;  July  80  Pentney  GP;  Aug  65  Holkham  GM;  Sept  213 
Holkham  Park,  105  Buckenham;  Oct  120  Pentney  GP;  Nov  55  Lenwade;  Dec  62  Neatishead. 
45  Limpenhoe  Marshes. 


Eygptian  Geese  (Robert  Gillmor) 


Breeding  records  from:  Bemey,  Blickling  Park,  Buckenham,  Cantley,  Cley,  Cranwich 
GP,  Cockley  Cley,  Costessey  pits,  Coxford,  Felbrigg  Park,  Filby  broad,  Flitcham,  Fowlmere, 
Fustyweed  (Elsing),  Great  Bircham,  Hickling  Broad,  Holkham  NNR,  Holkham  Park, 
Hoveton,  Kelling  WM,  Langford,  Martham,  Mautby,  Ormesby  Broad,  Ormesby  St  Margaret, 
Pentney  GP,  Potter  Heigham,  Repps-with-Bastwick,  Rockland  Broad,  Rollesby  Broad, 
Scratby,  Sennowe  Park,  Strumpshaw,  Swanton  Morley  GP,  Tattersett,  Thetford  Nunnery 
Lakes,  Thume,  Wellingham,  West  Caister,  West  Raynham,  West  Somerton,  Whitlingham  CP, 
Wissington  before. 


Shelduck  Tadorna  tadorna 

Widespread  breeder,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

Winter  westerly  cold  weather  movements  of  32  Holme  and  62  Mundesley  Jan  5th,  24 
Weyboume  and  71  Mundesley  30th,  21  Holme  and  124  Sheringham  3 1st,  45  Sheringham  Feb 
1st. 

Monthly  peak  counts  at  selected  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Terrington 

- 

- 

744 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1100 

- 

557 

- 

Snettisham 

706 

1066 

886 

667 

450 

582 

640 

234 

775 

1177 

- 

215 

Holme 

91 

110 

45 

35 

32 

21 

- 

2 

3 

2 

12 

41 

Titchwell 

65 

125 

45 

25 

67 

18 

10 

13 

12 

24 

47 

61 

Thomham  Hbr 

24 

72 

22 

14 

32 

- 

- 

- 

- 

27 

6 

- 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

750 

228 

281 

145 

87 

85 

44 

19 

30 

200 

230 

350 

Stiffkey  Fen/SM 

181 

32 

86 

83 

86 

50 

- 

17 

8 

- 

110 

103 

Blakeney  Hbr/Cley 

95 

88 

75 

120 

123 

63 

3 

25 

39 

103 

139 

355 

Breydon/Bemey 

358 

90 

168 

138 

161 

248 

288 

90 

229 

374 

262 

233 

Buckenham 

- 

15 

36 

18 

- 

43 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Welney 

- 

66 

110 

102 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

International  importance  (winter):  3000;  National  importance  (winter):  750 

Other  notable  counts:  Jan  200  Morston,  200  Warham  Greens,  146  Hardley  Flood;  Feb  50 
Gunton  Park;  March  90  Hardley  Flood;  April  50  Hardley  Flood;  June  125  males  Holkham 
NNR,  25  Cockley  Cley;  Dec  100  Hardley  Flood,  215  Snettisham  CP,  70  Wells  Hbr. 

Slight  improvement  in  breeding  numbers  with  all  reports  given  (single  broods  unless 
otherwise  stated):  Ashmanhaugh,  Blakeney  Point  (12  prs  but  few  young),  Breydon  (4  prs 
reared  25  young,  although  73  young  there  Aug),  Buckenham,  Cantley  BF  (45  young),  Cley  (6 
broods  totalling  28  young).  East  Ruston  Common,  Gooderstone/Hilborough  (14  prs).  Great 
Ryburgh,  Hickling  Rush  Hills  (2  broods  totalling  1 1 young),  Holkham  NNR  (2 1 broods). 
Holme  (14  prs),  How  Hill  Reedham  Water,  Nar  Valley  Fisheries  (2  broods),  Scolt 
Head/Brancaster  Hbr  (30  prs  raised  15  broods),  Sparham  Pools,  Stanford  TA,  Stiffkey  Fen, 
Strumpshaw  (5  prs),  Welney  (4  broods).  West  Harling  Heath  and  Wissington  BF. 

Easterly  midsummer  departure  towards  moulting  grounds  off  Germany  noted  on  mere  8 
dates  June  15th-July  14th  off  Holme  and  Scolt  Head  with  peak  counts  all  off  Scolt  Head:  96 
June  24th,  5 1 29th  and  44  July  4th.  Also  isolated  westerly  movements  at  this  time  Mundesley 
where  7 July  2nd  and  35  3rd. 

Westerly  autumn  arrivals  from  Aug  30th  until  early  Oct,  with  peak  counts:  41  Scolt  Head 
Aug  30th  and  64  31st,  with  64  there  and  33  north  Walcott  Sept  2nd,  38  Holme  Sept  1 1th,  36 
Weyboume  and  70  Sheringham  (0600-1 100)  12th,  and  85  Scolt  Head  28th,  with  43  Oct  3rd. 
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Mandarin  Aix  galericulata 

Small  population  derived  from  introductions  and  escapes 

Further  decrease  with  only  13  records.  Single  South  Creake  Jan  Ist-April  only  long-stayer. 
Other  records  from  Newton  Jan  3rd,  singles  Felbrigg  Lake  and  Welney  Jan  12th,  Flitcham  Feb 
20th,  2 Kettlestone  April  5th  and  12th,  2 Snettisham  8th,  Ken  Hill  Marsh  15th,  2 Gunton  Park 
June  1st,  Cantley  BF  Sept  16th/ 17th,  Welney  Nov  17th  and  Felbrigg  Lake  Dec  7th. 


Wigeon  Anas  penelope 

Abundant  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  internationally  important  numbers;  a few 
over-summer  and  have  bred 
Peak  monthly  counts  at  main  localities: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

1250 

1272 

208 

110 

338 

746 

959 

1076 

Holme 

1600 

1692 

1500 

200 

279 

950 

1223 

1250 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

3750 

1575 

455 

13 

1104 

4500 

4700 

1130 

Holkham  NNR 

6307 

5290 

- 

250 

- 

1395 

4550 

11915 

Blakeney  Hbr/GM 

368 

584 

1112 

15 

570 

2190 

1161 

1040 

Cley/Salthouse 

850 

1254 

523 

31 

684 

199 

2203 

927 

Breydon/Bemey 

15390 

14117 

4816 

327 

105 

1917 

5295 

10565 

Ranworth  Broad 

2309 

2449 

236 

- 

- 

207 

470 

2160 

Cantley/Buckenham 

2000 

3872 

1227 

2000 

170 

1130 

3702 

8000 

Welney 

15067 

8634 

3088 

1732 

508 

1313 

2825 

6650 

International  importance  (winter):  12,500;  National  importance  (winter):  2800 

Smaller  numbers  widespread  elsewhere  around  county  with  other  notable  counts:  Jan  800 
Hickling  Broad,  600  Johnson  Street,  1960  Ken  Hill  Marsh,  358  Pentney  GP,  3239 
Strumpshaw;  Feb  1000  Heigham  Holmes,  500  Hockwold  Washes,  885  Martham  Broad,  428 
Stiffkey  Fen;  March  461  Great  Ouse  RC;  Oct  360  Wells  Hbr;  Nov  823  Stiffkey  Fen/SM,  641 
Titchwell,  322  Tottenhill  GP. 

Winter  movements  of  190  south  Winterton  Feb  10th,  then  120  south  Winterton  March 
21st  and  350  south  Caister  22nd. 

Usual  rapid  unseen  exodus  during  April,  with  few  remaining  into  May.  Small  numbers 
over-summered  at  several  principal  wetlands  with  June/July  records  (with  max  numbers)  from 
Breydon/Bemey  (9),  Cley  (4),  Hickling  Rush  Hills,  Holkham  NNR  (16),  Holme,  Kelling  WM 
(3),  Martham  Broad  (3),  Salthouse,  Snettisham  (4),  Stiffkey  Fen  (3),  Strumpshaw  (2), 
Titchwell,  Welney  (23  - most  injured).  No  indication  of  breeding. 

First  certain  autumn  arrival  8 Holme  Aug  2 1 st,  after  which  numbers  gradually  built  with  a 
steady  but  unspectacular  autumn  passage  continuing  until  early  Dec.  Largest  movements  (all 
west  along  north  coast  and  north  along  east  coast):  163  Scolt  Head  Sept  10th,  242  Holme,  288 
Scolt  Head,  150  Weyboume,  275  Sheringham  (0600-1100)  and  118  Walcott  all  12th,  145 
Holme  25th,  133  Scolt  Head  29th,  469  Holme  and  680  Mundesley  Oct  8th,  146  Scolt  Head 
14th,  1 32  Winterton  20th,  1 14  Sheringham  24th,  with  200  Nov  7th  and  150  Dec  6th. 

Cream-coloured  leucistic  drake  Breydon  Jan  18th  and  leucistic  female  Holkham  GM  Jan 
19th  with  likely  same  returning  bird  Wells  Lodge  Marsh  Nov  23rd  and  Holkham  GM  29th. 
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Afias  Americana 


American  Wigeon 

Vagrant  from  North  America 

Two  records  including  a long-staying  bird.  At  start  of  year  instructive  Ist-winter  female 
Holme  Jan  26th  remained  until  March  13th  (CHM  et  al).  It  was  then  seen  variously 
Brancaster/Bumham  Norton  April  23rd-May  2nd,  Cley  May  4th-June  14th,  Stiffkey  Fen 
28th-30th,  back  at  Cley  July  8th  and  finally  intermittently  Stiffkey  Fen  Aug  7th- 17th.  Also 
drake  Welney  Feb  13th/ 14th  (MAWa  et  al)  with  presumably  same  March  lOth/1 1th  (JBK). 


Gad  wall  Anas  strepera 

Resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
Peak  monthly  counts  at  principal  localities: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

158 

90 

11 

32 

17 

- 

- 

- 

50 

81 

Holme 

20 

40 

14 

20 

32 

31 

21 

23 

58 

45 

28 

18 

Titchwell 

21 

40 

8 

24 

34 

33 

13 

112 

29 

54 

13 

32 

Holkham  NNR 

103 

114 

- 

- 

134 

- 

- 

- 

49 

59 

30 

Cley 

67 

24 

10 

18 

22 

93 

9 

Ill 

Ill 

82 

8 

23 

Breydon/Bemey 

39 

69 

112 

64 

39 

36 

7 

5 

- 

4 

5 

10 

Whitlingham  Lane  GP252 

155 

28 

- 

15 

24 

- 

- 

81 

146 

236 

386 

Lynford  GP 

149 

- 

25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

60 

Hockwold  Washes 

- 

- 

55 

- 

50 

- 

- 

100 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Welney 

18 

52 

195 

35 

27 

- 

- 

- 

33 

- 

11 

50 

International  importance  (winter):  300;  National  importance  (winter):  80 

Elsewhere  counts  exceeding  40  from:  Jan  125  Cranwich  GP,  90  East  Ruston  South  Fen,  93 
Ranworth  Broad,  50  Sennowe  Park,  40  Swanton  Morley  GP;  Feb  282  East  Ruston  South  Fen, 
145  Heigham  Holmes,  148  Martham  Broad;  April  75  How  Hill  Reedham  Water;  Aug  120 
Strumpshaw  Fen;  Oct  102  How  Hill  Crome’s  Broad;  Nov  48  Horsey  Mere,  162  How  Hill 
Crome’s  Broad,  120  Pentney  GP;  Dec  89  Horsey  Mere,  57  Nar  Valley  Fisheries,  46  Ranworth 
Broad,  80  Sparham  Pools. 

Unusual  winter/spring  movements  of  2 west  Sheringham  Jan  12th,  5 south  Winterton  Feb 
10th  with  12  south  24th,  3 north  California  March  20th,  2 west  Scolt  Head  April  22nd,  and  3 
west  Sheringham  26th. 

Breeding  records  from:  Beetley  GP  (3  broods),  Blakeney  Point  (pr  failed),  Cantley  BF  (2 
broods),  Cley  (4  broods),  Flitcham  (2  broods),  Fowlmere  (4  prs),  Haddiscoe  Island  (pr), 
Hickling  Broad  (pr),  Holkham  NNR  (49  prs  - 20+  broods),  Holkham  Park  (6  broods),  Holme 
(16  prs),  How  Hill  Crome’s  Broad  (brood),  Nar  Valley  Fisheries  (brood),  Scolt  Head  (5  prs 
failed),  Strumpshaw  (17  prs),  Swanton  Morley  GP  (pr),  Tattersett  (6  prs  - 4 broods),  Thetford 
Nunnery  Lakes  (brood),  Titchwell  ( 15  prs  all  failed),  Welney  (7  broods)  and  Whitlingham  CP 
(4  broods).  Pairs  also  present  at  several  other  potential  breeding  sites. 

Usual  limited  summer/autumn  coastal  movements,  with  all  records  given  (west  unless 
otherwise  stated):  at  Sheringham  12  June  28th,  2 July  24th,  2 east  Aug  23rd,  singles  27th  and 
30th,  3 Sept  1 2th,  3 26th,  2 Oct  1 1 th,  2 east  Nov  1 6th  and  4 30th;  at  Scolt  Head  4 Sept  5th,  3 6th, 
3 1 1th  and  7 12th.  Elsewhere  2 north  California  Oct  24th. 
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Anas  crecca 


Teal 

Passage  migrant  and  abundant  winter  visitor;  breeds  in  small  numbers 
Peak  monthly  counts  at  main  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

221 

378 

95 

52 

150 

394 

_ 

503 

Holme 

344 

290 

106 

31 

51 

107 

194 

212 

178 

Titchwell 

406 

418 

87 

82 

217 

212 

169 

541 

250 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

356 

168 

71 

7 

115 

392 

279 

290 

230 

Holkham  NNR 

954 

425 

- 

- 

- 

- 

98 

330 

891 

Stiffkey  Fen 

- 

119 

116 

36 

- 

663 

850 

750 

- 

Blakeney  GM 

221 

851 

241 

19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cley 

445 

223 

57 

64 

1800 

1802 

1767 

1112 

iin 

Salthouse 

232 

159 

76 

49 

121 

114 

121 

- 

- 

Horsey  Mere 

4000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2650 

2000 

5000 

Breydon/Bemey 

2819 

2714 

2361 

711 

117 

126 

1162 

1 145 

1494 

Hickling  Broad 

100 

114 

- 

- 

1340 

4550 

1400 

800 

Ranworth  Broad 

490 

461 

146 

15 

- 

103 

169 

- 

2200 

Cantley  before 

71 

219 

51 

- 

- 

550 

- 

- 

- 

Buckenham  Marshes 

- 

269 

- 

500 

- 

110 

211 

79 

1100 

Strumpshaw 

684 

- 

- 

- 

143 

454 

544 

246 

Welney 

864 

1138 

1413 

487 

274 

454 

496 

793 

3307 

International  importance  (winter): 

4000;  National  importance  (winter) 

.■  1400 

Notable  counts  of  over  1 00  elsewhere:  Jan  725  Cranwich  GP,  300  East  Ruston  South  Fen,  725 
Hardley  Flood,  600  Martham  Broad,  120  Narford,  250  Sennowe  Park,  294  Whitlingham  GP; 
Feb  155  Barton  Broad,  2000  Heigham  Holmes,  320  Wissington  BF;  March  310  Hardley 
Flood;  April  132  Hockwold  Washes;  June  171  Cley;  Aug  132  Burnham  Norton;  Sept  188 
Barton  Broad,  358  How  Hill  Reedham  Water;  Oct  126  Dersingham  Bog;  Nov  250  Cranwich 
GP,  640  How  Hill  Reedham  Water;  Dec  1 10  Blakeney  Hbr,  900  Gunton  Park,  646  How  Hill 
Reedham  Water,  260  Tottenhill  GP. 

Small  numbers  summered  as  usual  at  wetlands  throughout  the  county,  with  breeding 
records  from  Ranworth  Broad  (brood  of  4 April  17th),  Strumpshaw  (pr  bred)  and  Welney  (2 
broods).  At  Cley  up  to  17  early  June  and  7 pairs  Holkham  NNR  but  no  proof  of  breeding. 

Return  passage  from  June  22nd  (12  west  Scolt  Head).  Main  arrival  late  Aug  to  mid-Sept 
with  second  peak  early/mid-Oct.  Highest  counts  (west  along  north  coast  and  north  along  east 
coast  unless  otherwise  stated):  1228  Scolt  Head,  1520  Sheringham,  919  (908  north  1 1 south) 
Walcott  (0600-1200),  430  Sea  Palling  and  100  Winterton  all  Aug  25th,  233  Walcott 
(0550-0800)  and  148  (123  north  25  south)  California  26th,  95  Scolt  Head  28th  with  120  29th, 
115  Scolt  Head  and  193  Sheringham  (0600-1030)  31st.  276  Scolt  Head  and  402  Walcott 
(0600-0810)  Sept  2nd,  95  Holme  5th,  152  Scolt  Head  6th,  150  Holme  1 1th,  480  Weyboume, 
840  Sheringham  (0600- 1 1 00)  and  247  Walcott  (0645-08 15)  1 2th,  and  386  Mundesley  Oct  8th. 


Green-winged  Teal  Anas  crecca  carolinensis 

Vagrant  from  North  America 

At  Buckenham  drake  from  2002  remained  until  March  9th,  with  feasibly  same  individual 
Hickling  Broad  March  19th/20th.  Further  drake  Stiffkey  Fen  May  10th. 
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Mallard  Anas  platyrhynchos 

Widespread  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
Peak  counts  at  selected  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

439 

375 

213 

104 

78 

179 

373 

493 

387 

604 

184 

615 

Holme 

244 

290 

41 

38 

98 

52 

- 

86 

90 

105 

74 

94 

Titchwell 

105 

98 

43 

55 

27 

31 

47 

94 

35 

63 

52 

107 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

211 

113 

79 

55 

64 

40 

28 

433 

433 

285 

268 

225 

Holkham  NNR 

450 

375 

- 

- 

- 

240 

- 

- 

- 

344 

422 

413 

Cley 

84 

60 

25 

29 

33 

32 

31 

14 

71 

115 

67 

54 

Breydon/Bemey 

410 

236 

48 

42 

43 

64 

55 

71 

122 

157 

184 

386 

Barton  Broad 

62 

223 

85 

82 

86 

110 

- 

184 

163 

205 

194 

Ranworth  Broad 

103 

242 

61 

48 

43 

82 

- 

159 

250 

158 

142 

156 

Cantley  BF 

56 

54 

28 

30 

33 

64 

- 

120 

350 

31 

- 

- 

Strumpshaw  Fen 

118 

- 

32 

23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

116 

66 

52 

101 

Bittering  GP 

130 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

930 

830 

900 

Welney 

1078 

575 

341 

242 

151 

151 

- 

418 

367 

592 

1242 

1224 

International  importance  (winter):  5000 

Other  notable  counts:  Jan  375  Hardley  Flood,  92  Holkham  Park,  155  Wells  Hbr;  Feb  162 
Wells  Hbr;  May  78  Snettisham  CP;  July  715  Cranwich  GP;  Aug  70  Cockshoot  Broad,  150 
Hickling  Broad,  400  Stanford  Water;  Sept  111  Stiffkey  Fen;  Oct  165  Horsey  Mere,  106 
Stiffkey  Fen,  90  Thomham  Hbr;  Nov  200  Hickling  Broad,  120  Hoveton  Hall,  180  Thetford 
Nunnery  Lakes;  Dec  150  Hickling  Broad,  80  How  Hill  Reedham  Water,  615  Snettisham  CP, 
100  Sparham  Pools. 

Breeding  data  from  Blakeney  Point  (pr  failed),  Buckenham  (8  prs),  Cley  (5  broods), 
Holkham  NNR  ( 1 70  prs  - 83+  broods).  Holme  (49  prs),  Kelling  WM  (3  prs),  Roydon  Common 
(pr),  Scolt  Head  (12  prs  - 3 broods),  Strumpshaw  (27  prs),  Welney  (40  females  - numerous 
broods),  Weyboume  (pr)  and  Whitlingham  CP  (10  broods).  NBA  results  showed  the  species 
was  present  in  89%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average 
of  9 drakes  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Usual  small-scale  visible  autumn  passage  with  only  double-figure  counts  (all  west)  24 
Scolt  Head  Sept  13th,  23  Sheringham  Sept  20th  and  23  Scolt  Head  Oct  14th. 


Pintail  Anas  acuta 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor,  has  bred 
Peak  monthly  counts  at  main  localities: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Titchwell 

60 

51 

50 

37 

250 

33 

41 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

350 

320 

- 

123 

450 

340 

264 

Blakeney  Hbr/Cley 

43 

- 

- 

142 

200 

356 

338 

Breydon/Bemey 

190- 

*571 

54 

73 

174 

183 

270 

Tottenhill  GP 

18 

9 

- 

- 

- 

350 

201 

Welney 

971 

883 

361 

42 

407 

292 

270 

International  importance  (winter):  600;  National  importance  (winter):  280  * A site  record 

Occasional  records  from  other  wetlands,  principally  of  birds  straying  from  more  favoured 
sites,  with  double-figure  counts:  Jan  29  Cranwich  GP,  21  Hardley  Flood,  15  Wissington  Cut; 
Feb  60  East  Ruston  South  Fen,  44  Heigham  Holmes,  61  Ranworth  Broad,  60  Stiffkey  Fen; 
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March  13  Hickling  Broad,  10  Stiffkey  Fen;  Sept  16  Holme,  25  Snettisham,  49  Stiffkey  Fen; 
Nov  33  Stiffkey  Fen/SM;  Dec  26  Hardley  Flood,  62  Holkham  GM. 

Movement  in  first  winter  period  of  4 west  Holme  Jan  5th  and  53  south  Winterton  Feb 
1 0th.  Usual  rapid  departure  during  mid-March  with  small  numbers  lingering  into  April.  Noted 
mid-May  to  July  at  Cley  (2),  Hickling  Broad,  Holkham  GM  (2),  Thomham  Hbr  and  Titchwell 
(3). 

First  returning  bird  of  autumn  Breydon/Bemey  Aug  18th  with  more  widespread  arrival 
from  25th.  Moderate  passage  with  double-figure  counts  (birds  moving  north  on  east  coast  and 
west  on  north  coast):  1 1 Sea  Palling  Sept  1st,  24  Holme  and  13  Blakeney  Point  2nd,  21  Scolt 
Head  6th  with  28  1 1th  and  38  12th,  24  Holme  21st,  34  Scolt  Head  22nd,  12  Holme  23rd  and  16 
30th.  15  Holme,  14  Walcott  and  12  California  Oct  7th,  25  Holme  8th,  20  east  Sheringham  19th 
and  21  California  21st.  Second  winter  period  movement  of  10  east  Sheringham  Dec  28th. 

Inland  movements  of  89  south-east  Dersingham  Bog  Oct  29th  with  36  following  day,  and 
40  south-east  there  Nov  12th  hard  to  explain.  Interesting  observation  of  20  feeding  on  stubble 
Brancaster  Thompson  Farms  from  Oct  18th  with  up  to  55  Nov/Dec. 

Garganey  Anas  querquedula 

Very  scarce  breeding  summer  visitor;  scarce  passage  migrant 

First  of  year  2 Holme  March  16th,  rapidly  followed  by  other  arrivals:  2 Hickling  Broad  17th, 
Hardley  Flood  18th,  3 Holme  and  2 Titchwell  19th,  2 Cley  20th,  3 Titchwell  21st,  2 
Garboldisham  23rd,  2 Wiverton  24th,  2 Welney  25th,  4 Hickling  Broad  27th,  Heacham  29th 
and  4 Welney  31st.  Recorded  at  12  localities  April/May:  Bemey,  Cley,  Hickling  Broad, 
Hockwold  Washes,  Holkham  GM,  Holme,  Kelling  WM,  Snettisham  CP,  Stiffkey  Fen, 
Thomham,  Titchwell  and  Welney.  Most  records  of  1-3  with  only  higher  counts  4 Titchwell 
May  8th  and  7 Bemey  1 4th  with  6 there  2 1 st.  Passage  drake  noted  west  Scolt  Head  May  8th. 

Regular  records  of  1-4  during  June/July  from  only  6 localities,  with  notably  no  summer 
records  from  Holkham  NNR.  At  Titchwell  a juv  July  12th  onwards  presumably  locally  bred, 
with  second  juv  there  Aug. 

Autumn  numbers  generally  low  with  Aug/Sept  records,  of  principally  1-2,  from 
Buckenham  (7  Sept  14th),  Cantley  BF,  Cley  (max  3 Aug  23rd-31st),  East  Ruston  King’s  Fen, 
Hickling  Broad,  Hockwold  Washes  (4  Aug  25th  with  6 on  31st),  How  Hill,  Pensthorpe, 
Titchwell,  Welney  and  Whitlingham  GP.  Single  west  Sheringham  Sept  12th  only  visible 
migrant.  Following  2 Cley  Sept  21st  only  records  Cantley  BF  Oct  3rd-9th,  Buckenham  12th, 
Titchwell  Nov  6th  and  either  very  late  migrant  or  wintering  imm  female  Welney  Dec  8th. 


Shoveler  Anas  clypeata 

Passage  migrant,  summer  and  winter  visitor 
Peak  monthly  counts  at  selected  localities: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Holme 

61 

61 

63 

43 

7 

6 

23 

15 

34 

Titchwell 

39 

30 

13 

41 

74 

113 

91 

89 

46 

Holkham  NNR 

5 

23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

46 

8 

29 

Cley 

73 

14 

43 

11 

20 

58 

- 

18 

100 

Breydon/Bemey 

197 

294 

415 

144 

27 

8 

137 

191 

182 

Hickling  Rush  Hills 

235 

284 

93 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

70 

Strumpshaw 

48 

- 

48 

23 

- 

16 

35 

54 

14 

Welney 

71 

120 

351 

124 

- 

114 

79 

136 

199 

National  importance  (winter):  100 
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Notable  counts  elsewhere  of  over  30:  Feb  34  Ranworth  Broad;  March  30  Stiffkey  Fen;  April 
40  Buckenham,  30  Hockwold  Washes,  98  How  Hill  Reedham  Water;  May  35  Welney;  July  64 
Titchwell;  Sept  51  Cockshoot  Broad;  Oct  137  Ormesby  Broad;  Nov  30  on  sea  Holkham  Bay, 
40  Holkham  Park;  Dec  80  How  Hill  Reedham  Water,  36  Ranworth  Broad. 

Breeding  records  from:  Bemey  (8  prs),  Buckenham  (5  prs),  Cley  (3  broods),  Hickling 
Broad  (brood),  Holkham  NNR  (49  prs  - 15+  broods).  Holme  (10  prs).  How  Hill  Reedham 
Water  (brood  of  19!),  Strumpshaw  (18  prs),  Titchwell  (13  prs  - 2 broods)  and  Welney  (10 
broods). 

Small  winter  movement  of  7 west  Mundesley  Jan  12th.  Tiny  spring  passage  of  2 east 
Sheringham  April  26th,  2 west  Scolt  Head  May  24th  and  single  west  there  28th.  Midsummer 
movement  of  4 west  Scolt  Head  July  26th.  Westerly  autumn  passage  Aug  1 5th  (Scolt  Head)  to 
Oct  24th  (Sheringham)  on  15  dates,  chiefly  in  small  numbers  with  only  double-figure  counts 
all  from  Scolt  Head:  36  Sept  3rd,  15  on  6th  and  12  Oct  1 1th.  Later  in  year  2 west  Sheringham 
Nov  29th. 

Red-crested  Pochard  Netta  rufma 

An  escape,  but  with  possibility  of  genuine  vagrants  from  the  Continent 
Breeding  season  records  from  Hickling  Broad,  where  a female  April  9th- June  1st  and  a pair 
April  30th,.  No  records  received  of  free-flying  group  at  Pensthorpe,  but  at  nearby  Great 
Ryburgh  a drake  April  17th-May  17th  and  a pair  June  12th.  At  Cley  a Ist-summer  drake  June 
4th;  at  Holme  a single  July  3 1st.  Subsequently  5-6  Martham  Broad  Oct  25th-Dec  6th,  a drake 
Diss  Nov  19th  and  3 Snettisham  CP  Dec  9th. 

Pochard  Aythya  ferine 

Summer  breeder  in  small  numbers,  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
Peak  counts  at  selected  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

58 

23 

- 

- 

21 

18 

Holme 

19 

9 

17 

1 

13 

40 

Hickling  Broad 

- 

930 

- 

300 

500 

160 

Penmey  GP 

78 

- 

- 

- 

75 

41 

Nar  Valley  Fisheries 

52 

48 

19 

- 

32 

31 

Fowlmere 

69 

100 

- 

12 

- 

91 

Welney 

1358 

1759 

641 

96 

311 

1031 

National  importance  (winter):  440 

Notable  counts  elsewhere:  Jan  23  Hardley  Flood,  48  Ranworth  Broad,  89  Strumpshaw;  Feb 
820  East  Ruston  South  Fen,  40  Westmere;  March  42  Bittering  GP,  372  Ouse  Washes  (exc 
Welney);  25  Barton  Broad;  Nov  177  Martham  Broad,  21  Tottenhill  GP;  Dec  52  Sparham 
Pools,  25  Titchwell. 

Small  numbers  summered  at  various  localities  with  breeding  records  (broods  in  brackets): 
Bemey  (2),  Cantley  BF  (3),  Haddiscoe  (2),  Hickling  Broad  (1),  Holkham  NNR  (16  prs,  12 
broods).  Holme  (4),  Ormesby  Broad  (1),  Stmmpshaw  (7),  Titchwell  (2  prs,  no  broods), 
Welney  (no  broods). 

Significant  coastal  movements:  27  south  Winterton  Feb  10th  and  28  west  Blakeney  Point 
Nov  9th. 
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Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya  collaris 

Vagrant  from  North  America 

A female  at  Nar  Valley  Fisheries  April  20th  (CAH),  the  first  record  since  1997. 

Ferruginous  Duck  Aythya  nyroca 

Rare  visitor  from  the  Continent,  or  escape  from  captivity 

In  first  winter  period  male  (returning  bird  from  2002?)  Welney  Jan  3rd  (JBK  DMc)  and 
presumed  same  Fowlmere  Jan  4th  and  8th  and  Feb  16th,  Lynford  GP  Jan  12th/ 13th,  Feb 
10th-23rd  and  April  18th-24th,  and  Stanford  Water  March  Ist-April  1 1th. 

An  unusual  midsummer  record  of  a female  briefly  Stiffkey  Fen  June  23rd  (SJA). 

In  second  winter  period  male  Welney  Nov  lst-4th  and  female  there  Dec  5th-7th  (JBK  et 
at),  with  male  Tottenhill  GP  Dec  14th-18th  (CD  et  al)  and  Watlington  19th/20th. 

Tufted  Duck  Aythya  fuligula 

Summer  breeder,  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
Peak  counts  at  selected  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

71 

21 

11 

26 

1 

- 

32 

53 

Holme 

28 

19 

34 

- 

21 

15 

22 

20 

Hickling  Broad 

- 

100 

- 

- 

55 

- 

60 

125 

Oimesby  Broad 

- 

- 

- 

74 

- 

198 

566 

64 

Ranworth/Cockshoot  Broads 

- 

42 

67 

- 

38 

- 

- 

- 

Whitlingham  CP 

144 

138 

129 

- 

58 

- 

68 

Ill 

Pentney  GP 

123 

79 

- 

- 

- 

45 

100 

159 

Nar  Valley  Fisheries 

74 

58 

51 

44 

- 

135 

55 

108 

Fowlmere 

42 

170 

24 

40 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Welney 

164 

115 

71 

57 

- 

33 

27 

76 

National  importance  (winter):  600 


Notable  counts  elsewhere:  Jan  72  Broome  GP,  80  Filby  Broad,  100  Great  Ouse  RC,  51 
Holkham  Park  Lake,  52  Lynford  GP,  100  Sennowe  Park,  110  Stowbridge;  Feb  70  Barton 
Broad,  100  Great  Ouse  RC,  70  Lynford  GP,  153  Ouse  Washes  (exc  Welney);  March  292  Great 
Ouse  RC,  49  Stanford  Water,  50  Swanton  Morley  GP;  Sept  75  Swanton  Morley  GP;  Nov  87 


Tufted  Duck  (Robert  Gillmor) 
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Horsey  Mere,  55  Filby  Broad,  45  Martham  Broad,  355  Tottenhill  GP;  Dec  160  Sparham  Pools, 
1 50  Stowbridge. 

Breeding  records  (broods  in  brackets):  Cantley  BF  (2),  Cley  (5),  East  Wretham  (1), 
Felbrigg  Park  (1),  Fowlmere  (1),  Great  Ouse  RC  (1),  Haddiscoe  (2),  Hickling  Broad  (3), 
Holkham  NNR  (36  prs,  min  16  broods).  Holme  (10  prs  bred,)  Homing  (2),  How  Hill  (3),  Lang 
Mere  (3),  Nar  Valley  Fisheries  (1),  Pentney  GP  (1)  Rockland  Broad  (8  prs  but  only  1 brood), 
Salthouse  (2),  Strumpshaw  (12),  Swanton  Morley  GP  (1),  Thetford  (1),  Titchwell  (6  prs,  1 
brood),  Welney  (18  prs,  8 broods),  Westmere  (1)  and  Whitlingham  CP  (1).  Also  present  in 
breeding  season  at  Breydon/Bemey  (none  bred),  Brancaster  GM,  Ormesby  Broad,  Sparham 
Pools,  Stanford  Water  and  Stiffkey  Fen  (7  prs). 

Notable  coastal  movements:  9 east  Sheringham  April  6th  and  4 west  May  14th,  7 west 
Scolt  Head  May  24th  and  3 west  July  1 1th,  4 west  Blakeney  Point  July  12th,  9 west  Scolt  Head 
Sept  12th,  7 north  Walcott  Oct  7th  and  1 1 west  Scolt  Head  14th. 

Scaup  Aythya  marila 

Winter  visitor  in  varying  numbers;  scarce  inland;  occasional  in  summer 
Regular  in  first  winter  period  at  5 localities:  2 Nar  Valley  Fisheries  Jan  4th-March  9th,  2 
Saddlebow  RC  Jan  3rd- 18th  with  one  until  Feb  20th,  one  Snettisham  Jan  5th  to  year  end  and 
another  March  23rd,  1-2  Titchwell  Jan  1 Ith-March  2nd,  and  1-3  Welney  Jan  5th-March  16th. 

Elsewhere:  5 Hunstanton  Jan  3rd,  3 Gorleston  4th,  4 Barton  Broad  13th- 16th,  1-2 
Whitlingham  CP  17th-21st,  one  Swanton  Morley  GP  28th,  one  Holkham  Bay  also  28th  and  2 
March  23rd,  2 Pentney  GP  March  lst-16th,  and  singles  Holme  April  17th  and  Stiffkey  Fen 
20th. 

Summer  records:  the  adult  female  Snettisham,  singles  west  Mundesley  June  30th,  west 
Scolt  Head  July  1 1th  and  south  Sea  Palling  15th,  1-3  Cantley  BF  Aug  2nd-9th  and  one  Cley 
Aug  9th- 12th. 

In  second  winter  period  singles  Breydon  Sept  21st,  another  Snettisham  Oct  3rd,  Welney 
Oct  8th  and  Nov  26th,  Burnham  Deepdale  Oct  27th,  Holkham  Bay  Nov  6th,  Lang  Mere  Dec 
13th,  Fowlmere  14th-26th  and  Hickling  Broad  24th.  Also  3 Sparham  Pools  Dec  5th/6th  and  2 
Snettisham  6th. 

Other  coastal  movements:  2 west  Weyboume  Jan  14th,  6 east  Sheringham  Jan  23rd,  north 
Walcott  Aug  26th,  2 in  off  sea  Cley  Sept  1 7th  and  single  west  Oct  4th,  19  south  Gorleston  Sept 
22nd  and  one  south  28th,  8 west  Sheringham  Oct  5th  and  2 west  26th,  one  passed  Horsey/Sea 
Palling  Oct  19th,  1 1 east  Blakeney  Point  Nov  10th  and  one  west  Cley/Salthouse  21st. 


Eider  Somateria  moUissima 

Non-breeders  throughout  year,  highest  totals  usually  in  winter  and  early  spring 
Max  counts  at  regularly  visited  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Heacham/Hunstanton 

60 

60 

55 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Holme/Thomham 

37 

1 1 

60 

31 

32 

42 

57 

52 

52 

30 

4 

4 

Titchwell 

98 

3 

33 

15 

25 

55 

60 

70 

100 

26 

13 

30 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

160 

155 

108 

112 

106 

118 

168 

118 

82 

no 

55 

38 

Holkham  Bay/Wells 

12 

6 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

- 

3 

20 

Stiffkey/Blakeney  Hbr 

21 

24 

25 

8 

7 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

150 

National  importance  (winter):  750 
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Red-necked  Grebe  - a long-staying  juvenile  at  Blickling  Park  Lake.  {Julian  Bluilerao) 


Waxwing  - part  of  a small  tlock  at  Beeston  Regis  in  January.  (Julian  Bluilerao) 

Black  Brant  - one  of  several  seen  along  the  North  coast  in  the  early  pan  of  the  year.  (Julian  Bhalerao) 


Dark-breasted  Bam  Owl  - this  individual  of  the  continental  form  at  Welney  was  widely  appreciated. 
(Nigel  Blake) 


American  Wigeon  - an  immature  female  at  Holme.  (Chris  Mills) 


Bonaparte’s  Gull  - the  first  multi-observer  record  for  Norfolk  was  at  Hickling  Broad  in  May.  (Andy  Kane) 
Mediterranean  Gull  - displaying  male  at  Yarmouth.  (Julian  Bhalerao) 


Other  regular  localities  with  usually  fewer  than  10  birds  included  east  coast  sites  from  Sea 
Palling  to  Gorleston. 

Significant  movements  in  first  winter  period  all  Jan:  42  California  and  85  Gorleston  4th,  100 
east  and  26  west  Sheringham  and  55  east  Cromer  5th,  22  Winterton  6th  and  1 7 Sheringham  3 1 st. 

Autumn/winter  period  movements:  54  east  Scolt  Head  Sept  14th  and  43  west  20th,  30 
Weyboume  20th,  97  east  15  west  Scolt  Head  and  84  east  Sheringham  23rd,  43  Cley  28th,  40 
west  Weyboume  29th,  60  east  7 west  Holme  30th  and  37  east  Oct  3rd,  30  Sheringham  and  17 
East  Runton  Oct  4th,  46  north  Waxham  Nov  8th  and  39  north  Horsey  Dec  7th. 


Long-tailed  Duck  Clangula  hyemalis 

Winter  visitor  chiefly  to  north-west  Norfolk  coastal  waters;  occasional  inland 
In  first  winter  period  mainly  recorded  between  Holme  Gore  Point  and  Titchwell,  with  monthly 
max  33  Jan,  35  Feb  and  23  March.  Last  seen  one  Holme  April  22nd.  Also  singles  Wiggenhall 
St  Mary  Magdalen  RC  Jan  2nd- 18th,  Cley  Jan  17th,  Ludham  Bridge  Jan  21st,  west 
Sheringham  Jan  3 1st  and  Sea  Palling  Feb  4th,  with  2 Holkham  Bay  Feb  9th. 

In  second  winter  period  earliest  single  west  Cley,  Salthouse  and  Sheringham  Oct  7th. 
Then  1-3  Snettisham  to  Brancaster  Hbr  from  Oct  9th,  peaking  16  Nov  15th  and  25  Dec  30th. 
Elsewhere  single  California  Oct  21st,  3 Walcott  26th,  9 Holkham  Bay  Nov  10th  then  1-2  until 
28th,  and  one  Blakeney  Hbr  29th. 


Common  Scoter  Melanitta  nigra 

Winter  visitor  in  varying  numbers,  passage  migrant,  non-breeders  over-summer 
Max  monthly  counts  at  principal  Wash/north  coast  sites: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Holme  5000  500  35  23  120  25  1500  - 320  155  20  150 

Holkham  Bay 250  1100  500  850  1000  - - - - 200  500  300 

National  importance  (winter):  350 

Only  other  notable  counts  500  Cley  Jan  17th,  1100  Blakeney  Point  Feb  14th  and  1000 
Titchwell  Dec  27th.  A country-wide  influx  on  inland  waters  April  6th  included  4 Fowlmere, 
14  Hockwold  Washes  (7  males),  a pair  Hickling  Broad  and  8 Ranworth  Broad;  also  on  this  date 
140  east  16  west  Sheringham. 

Late  summer  movements  unimpressive  with  150  west  Sheringham  July  20th,  and  on  Aug 
25th  216  west  Scolt  Head,  850  west  Sheringham  and  247  north  Walcott.  In  autumn  best 
movement  357  west  Scolt  Head  Sept  28th. 


Surf  Scoter  Melanitta  perspicillata 

Rare  vagrant  from  North  America 

A male  flew  east  off  Sheringham  Leas  Nov  1st  (RLe  TW).  This  species  has  been  annual  in  the 
past  five  years. 
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Velvet  Scoter  Melanitta  fusca 

Winter  visitor,  but  numbers  and  localities  fluctuate;  occasional  in  summer 
Max  counts  from  principal  sites: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr Oct  Nov  Dec 

Titchwell  14  1 1 8 7 20  6 

HolkhamBay  60  45  55  10  4 20  14 

Cley/Blakeney  Point 20 9 ^ ^ : 5 8 

During  first  winter  period  1 -6  recorded  from  other  well-watched  coastal  sites,  the  most  easterly 
record  being  6 Horsey  Jan  5th.  In  June/July  1-2  noted  Snettisham/Titchwell/  Holkham  Bay. 
First  returning  bird  Sheringham  Sept  2nd  with  autumn  movement  limited  to  1-3  at  north  coast 
sites,  except  5 Scolt  Head  Sept  30th-Oct  2nd,  5 Blakeney  Point  Nov  10th  and  8 west 
Overstrand  1 1th.  On  east  coast  max  6 Winterton  Nov  16th  and  4 Gorleston  Dec  6th. 


Velvet  Scoter  (Phil  Jones) 


Goldeneye  Bucephala  clangula 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
Max  monthly  counts  at  selected  localities: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

31 

- 

15 

8 

8 

11 

25 

Titchwell 

60 

107 

9 

13 

12 

20 

58 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

110 

185 

70 

13 

4 

36 

35 

Hickling  Broad 

55 

48 

28 

4 

- 

17 

20 

The  Feb  count  at  Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr  is  the  highest  in  county  for  many  years.  The  only 
significant  movement  during  first  half  of  year  38  west  1 8 east  Mundesley  Jan  5th.  Elsewhere 
1-10  on  many  inland  waters  with  best  monthly  counts:  Barton  Broad  26  Jan,  Filby  Broad  25 
Jan,  Martham  Broad  12  Jan  and  24  March,  Great  Ouse  RC  32  Jan  and  22  Feb,  and  Welney  27 
March.  Last  of  spring  Nar  Valley  Fisheries  April  26th. 

First  returning  bird  of  autumn  Scolt  Head  Oct  5th,  thereafter  passage  poor  with  5 west 
Holme  Oct  22nd  and  1 4 east  1 0 west  Sheringham  Nov  8th  being  highest  counts.  In  Dec  inland 
counts  of  10  Barton  Broad  and  1 5 Great  Ouse  RC. 


134 


Smew  Mergellus  albellus 

Winter  visitor  in  small  numbers,  increasing  during  severe  weather 

Inland  records  rather  thinly  spread  during  first  winter  period,  both  in  location  and  number: 
Barton  Broad  2 Jan/Feb,  Burnham  Overy/Brancaster  Feb/March  (until  23rd),  Great  Ouse  RC 
Jan  (male)  3 Feb  (one  male),  Hickling  Broad  2 Feb,  Holkham  Park  Lake  Jan,  Holkham  GM 
Feb,  Ludham  Bridge  Feb,  Martham  Broad  2 Feb,  Pentney  GP  Jan,  Rockland  Broad  4 Jan, 
Strumpshaw  Feb,  Surlingham  Church  Marsh  Jan,  Tottenhill  GP  2 Jan  3 Feb,  Wells  Boating 
Lake  Feb,  Whitlingham  CP  Jan.  On  the  coast,  6 west  Holkham  Bay  and  Titchwell  Jan  1 1th 
was  a good  count,  with  a male  west  Holkham  Bay  March  22nd. 

In  June  sightings  of  a male  at  Titchwell  3rd,  Welney  5th,  Lopham  Fen  6th/7th  then  back  at 
Titchwell  8th- 19th  presumably  related  to  one  bird,  its  origin  unclear. 

In  second  winter  period  first  returning  bird  Tottenhill  GP  Oct  30th.  In  Dec  5 Tottenhill  GP 
(one  male),  2 Martham  Broad  with  singles  at  Ormesby  Broad,  Snettisham,  Titchwell  and 
Welney. 


Red-breasted  Merganser  Mergus  serrator 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  occasional  in  summer 
Max  monthly  counts  at  principal  coastal  localities: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Holme 

12 

19 

20 

1 

6 

8 

10 

Titchwell 

15 

30 

29 

20 

10 

100 

50 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

55 

30 

69 

39 

27 

41 

45 

Holkham  Bay 

8 

20 

15 

- 

- 

30 

12 

Blakeney  Point 

- 

- 

19 

10 

- 

14 

29 

National  importance  (winter):  100 

At  other  north  coast  sites  1-10  recorded  up  until  May,  while  at  Yarmouth  a single  Jan  5th  and  2 
north  April  11th,  6 Walcott  Feb  2nd  and  2 south  Winterton  March  21st.  In  June  2 west 
Mundesley,  and  in  July  recorded  from  Snettisham,  Scolt  Head,  Blakeney  Point,  Cley  and 
Mundesley.  Inland  a single  Great  Ouse  RC  Feb  17th  and  a pair  Sparham  GP  April  6th.  First 
returning  birds  noted  Sept  12th  with  singles  east  Scolt  Head  and  at  Cley  but  aummnal 
movement  unimpressive  with  max  9 west  Mundesley  Sept  28th. 

In  second  winter  period  apart  from  sites  in  table  no  other  count  exceeded  10;  inland  2 
Saddlebow  RC  Dec  15th. 


Goosander  Mergus  merganser 

Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  most  abundant  in  severe  winters 
Max  counts  from  favoured  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Nov 

Dec 

UFA  Broad 

- 

12 

1 

- 

1 

Thetford  Nunnery  Lakes 

14 

14 

12 

- 

3 

Great  Ouse  RC 

9 

9 

30 

- 

19 

Sparham  Pools 

- 

10 

14 

- 

12 

During  first  winter  period  max  monthly  totals  also  at  Bamhamcross  Common  12  Feb  2 March, 
Barton  Broad  3 Jan,  Blakeney  Point  1 Jan,  Blickling  Park  2 Feb,  Broome  GP  8 Jan,  Carlton  St 
Peter  3 Jan,  Cley  2 Jan,  Colney  Pits  2 Jan,  Cranwich  GP  8 Jan  4 Feb,  East  Hading  4 March,  Eau 
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Brink  6 Jan  3 Feb,  Fowlmere  1 Jan,  Gunton  Park  3 Jan,  Hellesdon  5 Jan,  Hickling  Broad  2 Jan  1 
Feb,  Hockwold  Washes  7 Jan,  Holme  3 Jan,  Ickburgh  1 Feb,  Langford  1 Feb,  Ludham  Bridge  4 
Jan  10  Feb,  Lynford  GP  1 Jan  4 Feb,  Norwich  3 Jan/Feb,  Pentney  GP  1 Jan  1 March, 
Snettisham  3 Jan,  Surlingham  Church  Marsh  1 Jan  2 Feb,  Titchwell  1 Jan  2 Feb,  Tottenhill  GP 
1 March,  Weeting  Heath  2 March,  Welney  1 Jan  1 March,  Whitlingham  CP  2 Jan  and 
Wissington  Cut  4 Jan/Feb.  Coastal  movements  also  at  this  time  with  2 west  Sheringham  Jan 
5th  and  1 1th,  2 west  Stiffkey  1 1th,  2 west  Holme  Feb  2nd,  1 1 Eccles  6th  with  single  California 
on  13th,  and  in  March  Hunstanton  13th  and  west  Sheringham  30th. 

Summer  records  (all  males)  at  Denver  Sluice  May  28th  (with  damaged  right  wing)  and 
June  6th,  Snettisham  June  1st  and  Breydon  19th,  and  Hardley  Flood  Aug  17th. 

First  autumn  immigrants  Mundesley  Oct  24th  and  26th.  Further  small-scale  coastal 
movements  in  Nov  of  1-3  with  8 east  Sheringham  on  8th  and  in  Dec  1-2  on  north  coast,  with  6 
west  again  Sheringham  23rd.  Inland  records  (apart  from  sites  in  table)  from  (all  singles) 
Breydon,  Fustyweed  (Elsing),  Pentney  GP  and  Swanton  Morley  GP  with  6 Lynford 
Arboretum/GP. 


Goosanders  (John  Geeson) 

Ruddy  Duck  Oxyura  jamaicensis 

An  increasing  but  scarce  introduced  resident,  first  recorded  in  1977 
Max  monthly  counts  from  principal  sites; 

Jan  Feh  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jut  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Holme  7 4 17  10  16  16  3 7 5 6 3 5 

Tottenhill  GP  11  15  2 - - - - - - - 10  15 


Elsewhere  1 -8  on  many  ffesh/brackish  waterways  throughout  county  with  no  sign  of  a decline: 
if  anything  breeding  appears  to  be  increasing,  with  pairs  at  Bagmore,  Cantley  BF  (brood  of  8), 
Cley  2 (2  broods,  4+7),  Fowlmere,  Holkham  GM  2,  Holme  8,  Ormesby  Broad  2,  Stiffkey  Fen  2 
(brood  of  2). 

Best  count  post  breeding  of  20  East  Wretham  Heath  July  10th. 

Red-legged  Partridge  Alectons  rnfa 

Common  introduced  resident 

Counts  reported  in  first  winter  period:  Jan  35  Roydon  Common,  26  (covey)  Crostwick 
Common,  13  Holme;  Feh  21  Alburgh,  21  Cockley  Cley,  18  Newton  Flotman,  12  Holme. 
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Breeding  pairs  included  396  Brancaster  Thompson  Farms,  229  West  Barsham  estate,  28 
Sparham,  13  Holkham  NNR,  6 Welney  (no  broods  seen),  4 West  Somerton,  4 Caister,  3 
Blakeney  Point  (1  brood),  3 Weyboume  Camp  and  2 Scolt  Head  (no  broods  seen).  NBA 
results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  89%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons 
2000-03,  with  an  average  of  6 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Counts  reported  in  second  winter  period:  Sept  65  (covey)  Beeston  (near  Litcham),  38 
Oby,  14  Hanworth;  Oct  52  Aylmerton,  40  Waxham,  38  Stiffkey/Warham  Greens;  Nov  61 
Waxham  (covey  feeding  on  maize),  41  Fomcett  St  Mary,  27  Long  Stratton,  26  North 
Tuddenham,  26  Bunwell;  Dec  56  Oby,  56  Clippesby  Hill,  50  Aylmerton,  33  Tacolneston,  32 
Sustead. 

A tideline  corpse  was  found  at  Waxham  in  Nov. 

Grey  Partridge  Perdix perdix 

Resident 

Counts  reported  in  first  winter  period:  Jan  30  West  Barsham,  20  Warham  Greens,  19  Thetford 
Nunnery  Lakes,  12  Castle  Acre,  9 Holme;  Feb  15  Stokesby  with  Herringby,  8 Syderstone 
Common,  6 Stiffkey/Warham  Greens. 

Breeding  pairs  included  375  on  West  Barsham  estate  (highest  density  of  wild  birds  in 
UK),  27  Brancaster  Thompson  Farms,  19  Holkham  NNR,  7 Sparham  and  several  Narborough 
(one  with  2 1 young).  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  42%  of  tetrads  covered  in 
one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  2 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Counts  exceeding  1 0 in  second  winter  period:  Sept  35  Roydon  Common,  1 2 Stanford  TA; 
Oct  51  Kenninghall,  40  Repps/Rollesby,  35  Warham  Greens,  34  (covey)  Sheringham,  23 
Pentney  GP,  15  Snettisham,  14  Nar  Valley  Fisheries;  Nov  54  Wells  Lodge  Marsh.  20 
Sidestrand,  15  Sheringham,  15  Roydon  Common;  Dec  14  Fring. 

Quail  Coturnix  coturnix 

Summer  visitor  in  erratic  numbers;  sporadic  breeder 

‘Occasionally  winters  in  Britain’  (BWP)  which  explains  one  flushed  in  snow  at  Sheringham 
Feb  1st,  while  first  spring  arrival  Holme  May  1 1th.  Present  throughout  summer  at  Sheringham 
(2  calling  and  2 juvs),  Choseley  (2  calling),  Holkham  GM  (2  flushed),  Welney  (1  calling)  with 
up  to  3 calling  Glandford  June  1 lth-21st  and  2 calling  Horsey  June  28th-July  7th. 

Most  other  records  of  singles  calling  on  one  day  only:  May  Great  Massingham,  Grimston, 
Holme  (3  days),  Ludham.  Walcott,  Walpole  Highway;  June  Baconsthorpe,  Bayfield  Hall, 
Blakeney  Point,  Burnham  Overy  Staithe,  Overstrand  (2  days),  Salthouse,  Scolt  Head.  Sutton 
Fen,  Tacolneston  (2),  West  Somerton  (2  on  2 days);  July  Feltwell  Anchor,  Kelling  WM, 
Metton,  Narborough  (2  days),  Salthouse,  Thomham;  Aug  Sculthorpe,  Sheringham  Park, 
Wells;  Sept  Breydon. 

Latest  record,  one  flushed  Burnham  Overy  Dunes  Nov  1 1th. 

Common  Pheasant  Phasianus  colchicus 

Common  introduced  resident 

Breeding:  at  least  8 broods  at  Scolt  head  from  19  males  and  at  least  38  females,  27  pairs  in 
Ormsby  Broad  tetrad,  and  a common  breeder  at  Welney.  NB.A  results  showed  the  species  was 
present  in  94%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of 
13  cocks  per  occupied  tetrad.  Late  brood  of  small  young  Sutton  Fen  Sept  18th. 
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Golden  Pheasant  Chrysolophus  pictus 

Scarce  and  local  introduced  resident 

Considered  to  be  absent  from  most  of  former  Brecks’  haunts. 

Regularly  recorded  at  Wayland  Wood  (max  7),  Wolferton  (8),  and  in  spring  Hockham 
Heath  (5).  One  or  two  sightings  at  Dersingham  Bog  (2),  East  Wretham  (2),  Harling  (2), 
Sculthorpe,  Pentney,  Framlingham  Pigot,  Thompson  Water,  Lynford  and  Santon  Downham. 

Red-throated  Diver  Gavia  stellata 

Common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  rare  in  summer 

Recorded  all  months.  Monthly  max  (including  birds  in  flight  and  on  sea)  show  importance  of 
north-east  coast: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Hunstanton-Scolt  Head 

6 

32 

1 

38 

32 

14 

11 

Burnham  Overy-BIakeney  Hbr 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Blakeney  Point-Happisburgh 

374 

260 

440 

110 

36 

47 

318 

Eccles-Hopton 

50 

80 

103 

45 

24 

4 

56 

National  importance  (winter):  50 

Three-figure  counts  reported  on  8 dates  in  first  winter  period:  Jan  374  west  Mundesley  5th, 
100  Overstrand  12th,  150  west  50  east  Overstrand  16th,  1 12  east  Sheringham  19th;  Feb  260 
Cley  16th,  140  east  Sheringham  21st;  March  440  west  Sheringham  and  115  west  20  on  sea 
Weyboume  1st,  1 10  west  Mundesley  and  103  Winterton  2nd.  Last  double-figure  count  of  first 
winter  period  17  north  10  south  and  3 on  sea  California  March  20th.  Recorded  on  8 dates  in 
April  until  19th,  when  one  north  California.  Thereafter  2 Sheringham  May  14th  and  24th, 
Scolt  Head  June  25th  and  Mundesley  28th. 

First  of  autumn  Overstrand  Aug  4th,  with  1-2  on  5 dates  Aug  26th-Sept  12th,  when  8 
Sheringham.  First  double-figure  counts  of  second  winter  period  from  6 sites  eastwards  from 
Scolt  Head  Sept  23rd,  with  max  100  east  10  west  Sheringham.  Three-figure  counts  made  on 
just  3 other  dates  in  second  winter  period,  all  in  Dec  with  3 1 8 east  Blakeney  Point  3rd,  200  east 
15  west  Sheringham  7th  and  147  on  sea  Mundesley  3 1st. 

The  sole  Wash  record  concerned  a bird  on  Snettisham  Pits  April  1st. 

Inland:  Barton  Broad  Oct  12th. 

Black-throated  Diver  Gavia  arctica 

Uncommon  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  exceptional  in  summer 
Scarce  in  first  winter  period,  with  single  Holme  Feb  8th  the  sole  record  for  the  north-west. 
Elsewhere,  Holkham  Bay  Jan  18th,  whilst  reports  of  singles  Cley  Jan  2nd  and  29th, 
Weyboume  8th,  Overstrand  12th,  Walcott  15th,  Sheringham  Feb  1st  and  2 on  5th,  Sea  Palling 
5th,  Horsey  7th,  Salthouse  8th,  and  Winterton  12th  may  refer  to  Just  two  roving  birds. 

First  of  autumn  Cley,  Sheringham  and  Caister  Sept  28th,  and  Mundesley  29th. 
Thereafter,  singles  in  north-west  and  north  at  Holme  Dec  28th,  Titchwell  Nov  5th- 12th  and 
Dec  16th  with  3 Nov  15th,  Scolt  Head  Oct  2nd,  4th  and  20th,  and  Holkham  Bay  Nov  6th. 
Further  east,  singles  Cley  east  Oct  4th,  west  Nov  1 st,  2 Nov  2 1 st,  east  Dec  29th,  Salthouse  Nov 
13th,  2 east  Sheringham  Oct  5th,  east  Nov  1st,  15th  and  19th  and  Dec  4th,  East  Runton  Oct 
20th,  Happisburgh  Nov  27th,  Eccles  Oct  20th,  south  Waxham  Oct  14th,  2 Oct  31st  and  one 
Nov  26th,  Caister  Oct  4th  and  2 Yarmouth  Oct  13th. 
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Great  Northern  Diver  Gavia  immer 

Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers;  exceptional  in  summer 

Recorded  up  to  March  30th  and  from  Sept  20th,  although  one  summer-plumaged  bird 
west  Scolt  Head  May  4th. 

Scarce  but  widespread  in  first  winter  period:  Jan  Holkham  Bay  2nd,  2 Cley  17th, 
Weyboume  29th,  Sheringham  4th,  29th  and  31st,  Mundesley  30th;  Feb  Holme  1st  and  3rd, 
Titchwell  1st,  Cley  16th,  Salthouse  7th,  Sheringham  2nd,  Walcott  19th,  Eccles  1st;  March 
Sheringham  22nd,  Mundesley  30th. 

First  of  autumn  Sheringham  Sept  20th,  then  2 Scolt  Head  and  single  West  Runton  27th, 
and  Gorleston  28th.  Widespread  reports  thereafter,  with  1-2  Holme  Oct  5th  and  17th  and  Dec 
28th,  1-2  Titchwell  on  13  dates  Oct  19th-Dec  27th,  Scolt  Head  Oct  1 1th  and  Nov  1st.  Holkham 
Bay  Oct  1 8th,  Nov  29th,  Dec  6th  and  1 3th,  Blakeney  Point  Dec  3rd  and  5th,  Cley  Nov  2 1 st  and 
24th,  Weyboume  Oct  19th,  1-2  Sheringham  on  13  dates  Oct  4th-Dec  15th,  Overstrand  Oct 
20th,  Walcott  Nov  2nd,  Mundesley  Nov  24th,  Caister  Oct  4th  and  Yarmouth  Dec  14th. 


Little  Grebe  Tachybaptus  ntficoUis 

Resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

Found  throughout  the  county  with  monthly  max  at  regularly  counted  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jan 

Ju! 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

9 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

15 

21 

13 

16 

Holme 

15 

13 

8 

4 

6 

1 

4 

4 

6 

8 

10 

7 

Thomham-Brancaster 

8 

- 

7 

4 

- 

- 

- 

12 

. 

- 

13 

7 

Holkham  NNR 

4 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

10 

_ 

Holkham  Park  Lake 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

- 

20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cley-Salthouse 

9 

4 

7 

5 

- 

- 

4 

4 

4 

3 

- 

11 

Breydon/Bemey 

2 

3 

4 

5 

4 

3 

4 

9 

1 

4 

3 

3 

Hickling  Broad 

18 

25 

- 

- 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

18 

- 

Fowlmere 

10 

6 

45 

14 

- 

- 

25 

40 

- 

15 

- 

- 

Counts  in  excess  of  20  birds  at  3 other  sites:  20  Burnham  Norton  Sept  13th.  34  Hockwold 
Washes  Sept  23rd  and  Oct  2nd.  and  36  Lang  Mere  Aug  2nd. 

A total  of  91  breeding  pairs  reported  from  27  sites  (number  of  pairs  in  brackets):  Bagmore, 
Breydon/Bemey  (10),  Cantley  BF,  Cley,  Cranwich  GP  (2),  East  Ruston  Mown  Fen,  Fowlmere, 
Great  Bircham,  Holkham  Park  Lake  (6),  Holkham  NNR  (40  min).  Holme  (4),  Lang  Mere, 
Lopham  Fen  (3),  Mautby  Decoy,  Nar  Valley  Fisheries  (2),  North  Walsham,  Salthouse, 
Sheringham,  Southrepps,  Stmmpshaw  (2),  Syderstone  Common,  Tattersett  (2),  Titchwell, 
Westmere,  West  Caister  (2),  West  Tofts  Mere  and  Weyboume  (2). 


Great  Crested  Grebe  Podiceps  cristatns 

Resident  breeder,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

Found  throughout  the  county  in  both  coastal  and  inland  waters  with  monthly  max  at  regularly 
counted  sites: 


139 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jan 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Holme 

31 

34 

1 

- 

1 

8 

- 

1 

3 

12 

4 

- 

Scolt  Head 

8 

4 

1 

3 

3 

3 

4 

9 

4 

26 

27 

5 

Breydon/Bemey 

6 

2 

1 

3 

3 

14 

23 

46 

40 

28 

1 

4 

Ormesby  Broad 

6 

- 

16 

8 

- 

- 

- 

15 

- 

- 

21 

- 

Barton  Broad 

- 

- 

39 

48 

35 

38 

- 

32 

- 

39 

9 

- 

Rockland  Broad 

5 

6 

19 

12 

15 

16 

17 

16 

17 

7 

9 

5 

Other  counts  of  20  or  more:  62  Great  Ouse  RC  March  9th  with  29  there  July  27th,  27  Titchwell 
and  23  Rollesby  Broad  Nov  9th,  20  Holkham  Bay  Nov  28th,  22  Filby  Broad  Dec  6th. 

A total  of  71  breeding  pairs  reported  from  26  sites,  a considerable  increase  on  last  year’s 
total:  Bittering,  Colney  GP  (2),  Diss  (2),  Filby  Broad  (3),  Fordham  (2),  Fowlmere,  Great  Ouse 
RC  (11),  Great  Witchingham,  Holkham  Park  Lake,  Lyng-Easthaugh  GP  (2),  Mautby,  Nar 
Valley  Fisheries  (3),  Norwich  Wensum  Park,  Ormesby  Broad  (4),  Ormesby  Little  Broad  (8), 
Pentney  GP  (2),  Ranworth  Broad  (5),  Rockland  Broad  (3),  Rollesby  Broad  (4),  Sparham, 
Strumpshaw  (2),  Thompson  Water  (2),  Thorpe  St  Andrew,  R Thume  between  Thume  and 
Martham  (5),  Westmere  and  Wissington  Cut  (2). 

Max  coastal  movements  Scolt  Head  where  5 west  4 east  Aug  23rd  and  18  west  Oct  7th. 


Great  Crested  and  Red-necked  Grebes  (John  Geeson) 


Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  grisegena 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

As  usual,  most  records  from  coastal  waters  in  north-west  and  north  but  many  fewer  records 
than  last  year.  In  first  winter  period  singles  were  off  Titchwell  4 dates  Jan  2nd-Feb  1st,  with  2 
Jan  1st  and  3 Jan  5th.  These  birds  may  also  account  for  those  reported  Thomham  Jan  5th, 
Holme  Jan  18th,  30th,  and  Feb  2nd  and  8th,  where  2 Jan  26th,  and  Hunstanton  Feb  22nd  and 
23rd.  Elsewhere  singles  Sheringham  Jan  5th,  7th,  8th  and  Feb  16th,  and  nearby  at  Cley  Feb 
2nd  and  5th,  and  Kelling  WM  Feb  3rd;  also  Wells  Boating  Lake  Feb  1 st  and  Winterton  Jan  6th. 

First  of  autumn  juv  at  Breydon  Aug  27th-Sept  6th,  with  just  one  other  Aug  record  at 
Mundesley  30th.  First  in  north-west  Holme  Sept  13th,  where  singles  on  a further  6 dates  Oct 
7th-23rd.  Nearby,  1-2  at  both  Titchwell  on  14  dates  Sept  22nd-Dec  27th,  and  at  Scolt  Head  on 
6 dates  Sept  21st-29th  where  singles  also  Oct  5th  and  Nov  1st;  also  one  Thomham  Hbr  Oct 
13th.  There  was  almost  certainly  much  overlap  of  records  between  these  sites,  with  birds 
moving  between  them  depending  on  the  state  of  the  tide  and,  presumably,  other  factors  too. 
Elsewhere,  singles  Holkham  Bay  Oct  9th,  18th/ 19th  and  Nov  28th,  and  Sheringham  on  10 
dates  Sept  lOth-Nov  8th,  with  2 Sept  12th,  with  singles  nearby  at  Weybourne  Sept  17th  and 
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20th,  Cley  Sept  17th  and  Oct  20th,  and  Blakeney  Point  Oct  4th.  In  east  of  county  3 north 
Horsey  Sept  27th,  and  singles  Winterton  Oct  5th  and  Mundesley  Oct  24th. 

Inland:  singles  Blickling  Park  Lake  Jan  15th-Feb  17th  and  Martham  Broad  Feb  16th. 

Slavonian  Grebe  Podiceps  auritus 

Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  mainly  during  autumn 

Most  records,  as  usual,  from  coastal  waters  in  the  north-west  with  Holme,  Titchwell  and 
Holkham  Bay  the  favoured  areas.  In  first  winter  period,  1-2  off  Titchwell  daily  in  Jan,  with  3 
on  12th  and  15th.  One  continued  to  be  seen  to  Feb  13th,  thereafter  March  5th  and  2 March 
24th.  These  birds  likely  to  account  for  reports  from  Holme  Jan  4th  and  26th  (2),  Feb  12th  and 
March  6th,  and  Brancaster  Hbr  Jan  5th-3 1st,  2 Feb  Ist-March  4th,  although  4 there  Feb  20th. 
Elsewhere  in  first  winter  period  Holkham  Bay  Jan  2nd  and  Feb  9th,  and  1-2  Cley-Salthouse 
Feb  5th- 13th,  with  possibly  one  of  these  Sheringham  Feb  2nd  and  Blakeney  Point  Feb  14th. 

First  in  autumn  Holme  Sept  12th  with  3 there  Sept  30th,  3 Oct  17th,  2 22nd  and  singles 
23rd  and  25th.  Titchwell  again  the  favoured  area  with  1-2  regularly  reported  from  Sept  26th, 
with  higher  counts  of  5 Oct  29th,  6 30th,  3 Nov  1st,  4 8th,  an  exceptional  13  Nov  30th  and  9 
Dec  9th- 1 2th.  Some  of  these  birds  almost  certainly  involved  in  records  from  nearby  Thomham 
Point/Hbr,  where  2 Oct  1 2th/ 1 3th,  and  Holme  (see  above).  Also  3 Scolt  Head  most  of  Oct  and 
2 Nov/Dec.  Following  3 Burnham  Overy  Nov  9th  and  1-3  there  and  Holkham  Bay  on  6 dates 
thereafter,  numbers  in  this  area  built  to  4 Nov  29th  and  Dec  7th/8th;  thereafter  1-2  reported 
until  Dec  14th.  Elsewhere  in  second  winter  period:  Blakeney  Point  Oct  20th,  2 Nov  16th,  3 
Nov  19th,  Dec  5th;  Cley  Nov  24th  and  Dec  12th;  Sheringham  Oct  5th.  2 Nov  8th/9th  and  Dec 
7th;  Mundesley  Nov  29th. 

Inland:  Taverham  Feb  2 Ist-March  3rd. 

Black-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  nigricollis 

Scarce  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

A run  of  records  probably  referring  to  10  birds,  typical  of  recent  years:  Brancaster  Hbr  Jan 
5th- 10th,  east  Sheringham  Jan  31st  (RL),  Saddlebow  RC  Jan  23rd,  Whitlingham  CP  March 
23rd-25th,  in  summer  plumage  Filby  Broad  March  26th,  Lang  Mere  July  28th-Aug  2nd  with  2 
Aug  11th- 14th.  Snettisham  Aug  10th,  north  passed  California  Oct  12th  (AG)  and  on  sea 
Titchwell  Nov  23rd  (PE  PJM). 

Black-browed  Albatross 
Wanderer  from  southern  oceans 
2002  Addition:  One  east  Mundesley  Dec  31st  (MDF). 
page  278. 

Fulmar  Fulmarus  glacialis 

Breeder,  some  remaining  all  year;  regular  coasting  and  storm  movements 
Few  counts  of  note  during  first  winter  period  or  spring  when  best  movements:  74  Sheringham 
Jan  3rd,  and  (all  east)  22  Scolt  Head,  61  Sheringham  and  415  Mundesley  April  19th. 

Better  coverage  during  breeding  season  from  eastern  half  of  county  where  2 pairs  on  cliffs 
Beeston  Regis,  8 nests  East  Runton  to  Cromer,  up  to  14  birds  present  on  cliffs  Scratby  with  at 
least  4 pairs  having  nests,  and  6 pairs  nest-prospecting  California.  Data  from  main  breeding 
site  at  Hunstanton  incomplete  with  300  birds  present  during  Jan  but  no  other  counts  received; 
however  little  to  suggest  any  change  in  numbers  at  the  county’s  main  breeding  site. 


Diomedia  melanophris 
The  first  county  record  - see  article 


141 


Offshore  movements  in  autumn  poor,  highest  counts  35  east  27  west  Scolt  Head  and  20 
Walcott  Aug  29th,  and  40  west  Sheringham  and  35  Mundesley  Aug  31st. 

Two  inland  records  with  one  picked  up  exhausted  Aylmerton  Jan  3rd  and  another 
south-east  over  Brancaster  Thompson  Farms  July  30th. 

A better  year  for  blue-phase  birds  with  2 Sea  Palling  Jan  3rd,  north  California  Jan  19th, 
dead  Eccles  April  13th,  2 east  Mundesley  April  19th,  north  Mundesley  and  Walcott  Aug  30th, 
2 west  Mundesley  Sept  1st,  east  Sheringham  Oct  5th  and  Yarmouth  Oct  13th. 

Cory’s  Shearwater  Calonectris  diomedea 

Annual  vagrant  from  Mediterranean/North  Atlantic;  most  during  autumn 
One  south  Caister  Oct  4th  (GRO)  was  year’s  only  record. 

Sooty  Shearwater  Puffinus  griseus 

Autumn  passage  migrant,  most  during  northerly  gales;  rare  at  other  times 

None  until  autumn,  when  in  Aug  north  Yarmouth  12th,  north  Sea  Palling  and  2 Gorleston 
24th,  east  Scolt  Head,  Sheringham,  north  Trimingham,  7 north  Walcott,  3 Sea  Palling  and  2 
north  Waxham  all  25th,  and  4 north  California  26th.  Noted  daily  Aug  28th-31st  when  east 
Scolt  Head,  9 Eccles  (0755-0855)  and  north  Waxham  28th,  4 west  Scolt  Head,  5 west  Cley,  12 
west  Sheringham  (0800-1930),  5 Mundesley  and  6 north  Walcott  29th,  Sheringham,  East 
Runton,  Overstrand,  3 Mundesley,  Walcott  and  north  Yarmouth  30th,  and  3 Sheringham,  3 
Mundesley,  2 Waxham  and  2 Winterton  31st. 

Noted  on  just  5 dates  Sept  when  2 west  Mundesley  and  2 Sea  Palling  1st,  singles  Cley, 
Eccles  and  Walcott  1 2th,  3 Winterton  and  south  Gorleston  2 1 st,  18  west  4 east  Scolt  Head  23rd 
and  6 Winterton  27th.  Small  numbers  reported  on  9 days  Oct,  best  counts  2 west  Holme,  5 
Blakeney  Point  and  9 Sheringham  4th,  4 Cley  5th,  2 east  Scolt  Head  and  5 Eccles  7th,  1 1 north 
California  12th,  1 1 Yarmouth  and  4 Gorleston  13th,  and  3 Trimingham  and  4 Mundesley  19th. 
Last  of  year  Nov  1 st  when  singles  Holme,  Cley  and  Sheringham 

Manx  Shearwater  Puffinus  puffinus 

Passage  migrant  with  majority  during  autumn  movements 

Light  spring  movement  noted  May  at  Sheringham  where  3 east  23rd  and  25th.  Small  numbers 
in  June  when  west  Sheringham  23rd,  a tired  bird  Breydon  26th  (later  taken  out  to  sea),  8 west 
Sheringham  28th,  and  3 west  Sheringham,  east  Overstrand,  8 east  Mundesley  and  2 south  Sea 
Palling  30th.  Noted  on  9 dates  during  July,  best  counts  15  Cley  and  5 Sea  Palling  2nd,  6 Sea 
Palling  3rd,  4 west  Sheringham,  1 1 Mundesley  and  3 north  Waxham  5th,  7 Titchwell  and  17 
east  Cley  17th,  13  east  Scolt  Head  18th  and  20  Sea  Palling  22nd. 

Apart  from  33  west  Sea  Palling  Aug  3rd,  no  other  counts  of  note  until  final  3 days  of 
month  when  one  of  the  largest  movements  ever  witnessed  in  the  county  took  place.  On  28th  50 
Eccles,  26  Mundesley  and  36  north  Sea  Palling,  and  on  29th  9 Hunstanton,  60  west  33  east 
Holme  (in  1 hr  in  evening),  449  west  384  east  Scolt  Head,  40  Holkham  Bay,  1076  east 
Blakeney  Point  (550  between  1430-1500  hrs  in  loose  flocks  of  over  100),  889  Sheringham 
mostly  east  and  196  Mundesley.  Numbers  fewer  next  day  but  still  some  good  counts  with  15 
west  Holme,  1 1 west  Scolt  Head,  14  west  Cley,  56  west  5 east  Sheringham,  1 18  Mundesley, 
123  north  Walcott  and  9 north  California. 

Records  on  6 dates  Sept  all  during  second  half  of  month,  counts  small  apart  from  23rd 
when  8 Hunstanton,  14  Holme,  275  west  21  east  Scolt  Head,  83  Blakeney  Point  and  25  west  6 
east  Sheringham.  Daily  Oct  4th-7th  when  7 Hunstanton,  10  west  Holme,  10  west  Scolt  Head 
and  13  Sheringham  4th,  west  Holme,  2 west  Scolt  Head,  1 1 Blakeney  Point,  14  east  2 west 
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Sheringham  and  6 west  Mundesley  5th,  west  Holme  6th,  and  3 west  2 east  Scolt  Head,  7 east 
Sheringham,  6 west  Paston,  4 Eccles,  and  2 Gorleston  7th.  Only  other  noteworthy  count 
during  rest  of  month  9 Yarmouth  19th. 

Only  records  final  two  months  of  year  2 Holme,  one  Titchwell  and  2 Sheringham  Nov  1 st, 
and  east  Sheringham  Dec  21st  and  Holme  28th. 

Balearic  Shearwater  Puffinus  yelkouan 

Annual  in  small  numbers  during  autumn 

Exceptionally  one  south  Happisburgh  May  21st  (AJK),  the  first  record  for  the  month  and  the 
earliest  ever. 

More  typical  autumn  records:  Cley  July  2nd  (ROM),  2 Scolt  Head  16th  (NML), 
Sheringham  24th  (APB),  Blakeney  Point  Aug  8th  (REP),  at  least  4 Mundesley  28th-30th. 
(MDF),  Sheringham  29th  (APB  et  al).  Sept  16th  and  2 1st  (RLe  et  at).  Holme  23rd  (PM), 
Mundesley  27th  (MDF),  Blakeney  Point  28th  (RFP),  Scolt  Head  Oct  1st  (NML),  and 
Sheringham  4th  (GED  et  al)  and  1 9th  (DPA  et  al).  Many  of  the  above  birds,  especially  those  in 
early  autumn,  were  seen  lingering  offshore,  often  for  long  periods  of  time. 

Storm  Petrel  HycJrobates  pelagicus 

Almost  annual  late  autumn  visitor,  often  in  stormy  weather 

A poor  year  with  just  two  records  both  in  Oct  when  singles  Sheringham  5th  (PG  PJH  et  al)  and 
Eccles  7th  (JHa). 

As  the  graph  shows  this  species  can  be  seen  at  almost  any  time  of  year,  but  Sept-Nov, 
especially  Oct  offers  the  best  chance  of  seeing  this  enigmatic  visitor  to  Norfolk  waters. 

Storm  Petrel  - Monthly  Totals  1974-2003 


35  - 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


Leach’s  Petrel  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa 

Gale-blown  visitor  mostly  during  autumn 

A reasonable  year,  first  Sept  23rd  when  one  east  one  west  Scolt  Head,  2 Blakeney  Point,  west 
Cley,  6 west  Salthouse,  west  Weyboume,  8 west  Sheringham  and  one  Mundesley.  Also  during 
Sept  2 west  Cley  27th  and  singles  west  Scolt  Head,  west  Cley,  east  Mundesley  and  north 
Winterton  28th.  Noted  on  9 dates  Oct  when  Sheringham  4th,  west  Scolt  Head,  Blakeney  Point 
and  west  Cromer  5th,  Cley,  Mundesley,  2 north  Walcott  and  2 Eccles  7th,  Sheringham  8th. 
Blakeney  Point  1 1th,  Titchwell,  west  Scolt  Head.  7 Yarmouth  and  one  Gorleston  13th.  Sea 
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Palling  and  south  California  14th,  Holme  and  Cley  19th,  and  Mundesley  and  Sea  Palling  21st. 
Last  of  year  a late  bird  Holkham  Bay  Nov  24th. 


Gannets  (Gary  Wright) 


Gannet  Moms  bassanus 

Passage  migrant,  most  during  autumn  gales 

Few  during  first  three  months  of  year  when  best  count  22  Sea  Palling  Jan  3rd.  Counts  better  in 
spring  when  77  east  Sheringham,  94  east  Mundesley  and  63  south  39  north  California  April 
19th,  and  in  May  28  east  Cley  and  220  east  Sheringham  25th,  and  55  west  Scolt  Head  31st. 
Birds  offshore  daily  June  and  July,  but  numbers  generally  small,  best  40  west  Mundesley  June 
21st,  100  Sea  Palling  and  164  north  9 south  California  July  3rd,  and  102  north  Sea  Palling  4th. 

Highest  counts  in  Aug  during  final  week  when  75  east  45  west  Scolt  Head  and  1 80  east  80 
west  Sheringham  25th,  205  north  22  south  California  26th,  39  east  27  west  Holme  and  1 07  east 
101  west  Scolt  Head,  and  1 10  west  15  east  Scolt  Head  and  70  east  27  west  East  Runton  30th. 
Numbers  disappointing  during  Sept  except  23rd  when  80  west  Holme,  203  east  64  west  Scolt 
Head,  440  east  30  west  Sheringham,  633  south  198  north  and  95  fishing  California,  and  100 
Winterton. 

Good  numbers  almost  daily  during  Oct  when  on  4th  225  Holme,  245  east  43  west  Scolt 
Head,  480  east  70  west  Sheringham,  300  east  Overstrand,  459  East  Runton,  3 1 7 south  Horsey, 
and  442  south  47  north  and  35  fishing  California.  On  5th  300  west  Holme,  642  east  1 15  west 
Scolt  Head,  550  east  20  west  Sheringham,  4 1 0 east  Cromer,  443  north  3 1 2 south  California  and 
210  Gorleston.  On  6th  500  west  Holme  and  next  day  348  east  85  west  Scolt  Head,  675  Eccles 
and  1021  south  196  north  California.  Next  major  movements  12th  when  100  west  Weyboume, 
555  west  20  east  Sheringham  and  58 1 north  1 77  south  and  55  fishing  California,  and  1 9th  when 
passing  at  a rate  of  30  per  5 mins  Trimingham,  1250  Mundesley,  1400  Sea  Palling,  350  Horsey 
and  200  Waxham.  Few  in  Nov  and  Dec  when  highest  count  61  Winterton  Dec  28th. 

Only  inland  record  ajuv  in  a garden  Repps-with-Bastwick  Oct  14th.  At  Brancaster  Hbr  an 
immature  fishing  in  harbour  for  one  hour  June  28th  diving  in  less  than  one  metre  of  water  but 
failing  to  catch  fish. 
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Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  carbo 

Increasing  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant;  sporadic  breeder 
Monthly  counts  from  roost  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jan 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

70 

- 

54 

29 

31 

39 

116 

142 

81 

41 

8 

14 

Titchwell 

- 

- 

- 

54 

76 

. 

96 

51 

107 

86 

Holkham  GM 

25 

35 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

70 

120 

62 

Ranworth  Broad 

228 

179 

128 

324 

9 

- 

29 

35 

47 

249 

290 

_ 

Welney 

166 

134 

113 

100 

- 

- 

44 

46 

115 

107 

136 

148 

National  importance  (winter):  130 


Other  roost  counts  included:  29  Lynford  GP,  1 8 Thume  Mill  both  Dec  6th,  also  birds  regularly 
noted  heading  to  roost  at  Bayfield  Hall  and  inland  at  Overstrand  presumably  to  roost  at  Gunton 
Park.  Counts  of  54  Filby  Broad  Sept  I4th  and  76  Nov  1st  may  have  also  referred  to  roost  counts.  It 
has  been  pointed  out  that  birds  do  not  roost  at  Barton  Broad  but  leave  this  site  to  roost  elsewhere. 
Counts  of  daytime  roosts/loafing  birds  from  most  regularly  counted  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jan 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Breydon 

128 

98 

79 

38 

38 

43 

69 

96 

86 

71 

16 

83 

Holme 

5 

7 

5 

8 

5 

8 

- 

35 

30 

18 

5 

21 

Scolt/Branc  Hbr 

11 

13 

11 

35 

36 

73 

125 

130 

136 

31 

18 

9 

Cley 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

46 

107 

40 

- 

- 

- 

National  importance  (winter):  130 


Largest  counts  elsewhere:  48  Yarmouth  March  14th.  22  Wells  Hbr  Aug  3 1st,  36  Barton  Broad 
and  16  Whitlingham  CP  both  Dec  14th,  41  Nar  Valley  Fisheries  Dec  21st.  Best  movements 
during  year  37  south  California  Feb  13th,  40  east  Sheringham  July  27th  and  82  Aug  16th,  45 
east  in  three  parties  Weyboume  Aug  1 1th,  and  42  north  20  south  Californian  Dec  22nd;  as 
usual  most  of  these  were  probably  just  local  movements  to  and  from  roosts/feeding  areas. 

There  was  a further  increase  in  breeding  numbers  at  Holkham  GM  where  55  pairs  fledged 
an  impressive  1 65  young,  most  pairs  fledging  3 young. 

Shag  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis 

Autumn  and  winter  visitor  with  occasional  birds  wrecked  inland 

In  first  winter  period  most  records  from  north-west  where  one  Hunstanton  Jan  7th,  one  Holme 
Jan  3rd-5th,  3 24th  and  one  Feb  6th,  and  3 throughout  Jan  Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr  and  one 
Feb  12th.  Elsewhere  only  records  singles  Sheringham  Jan  7th  and  Overstrand  Jan  1 1th.  Only 
records  in  spring  Winterton  April  14th  and  Blakeney  Point  May  9th. 

Few  during  autumn  when  Overstrand  Sept  8th  and  24th,  2 Sheringham  Sept  27th,  2 
Overstrand  Oct  4th,  Wells  Nov  5th,  Lessingham  North  Gap  Nov  19th  and  in  Dec  Wissington 
Cut  21st,  2 Cromer  24th,  Lynford  GP  28th/29th,  and  Ousemouth,  Cley  and  Walcott  31st. 

Bittern  Bolaunts  stellaris 

Rare  resident  breeder;  also  winter  visitor  in  variable  numbers 

Numbers  fairly  high  Jan-March  when  max  3 Hickling  Broad  and  2-3  Holme,  plus  singles  from 
25  mainly  coastal  and  Broads  sites.  More  unusual  in  location  were  those  at  Gunton  Park  and 
Lyng-Easthaugh  GP  Jan  1 st,  Thompson  Water  Jan  1 1 th  and  Feb  1 9th/20th,  Salhouse  Broad  Jan 
17th,  Swanton  Morley  GP  Jan  18th,  Lynford  GP  Feb  19th,  Thetford  Nunnery  Lakes  Feb 
25th-March  6th  and  Colney  GP  March  9th. 
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Booming  was  heard  from  March  31st  at  a site  in  Broads.  Breeding  figures  for  2003 
included  one  boomer  on  north  coast  (compared  to  none  in  2002)  and  12  (possibly  1 5)  boomers 
in  Broads  (compared  to  a revised  figure  of  10  in  2002).  A min  7-8  nesting  attempts  were  made 
in  Broads  at  4-5  sites  with  breeding  proven  at  one  where  juvs  were  seen  being  fed.  These 
figures  compare  favourably  with  the  UK-wide  picture  where  the  RSPB  Bittern  Monitoring 
Scheme  recorded  a total  of  43  boomers,  an  increase  of  39%  on  the  31  in  2002. 

Dispersing  juvs  were  seen  in  late  summer  at  Holkham  GM  June  2nd  and  Winterton  July 

31st. 

Lower  numbers  in  second  winter  period  when  max  2 Horsey  Mere  and  2 Holme,  with 
singles  at  a further  10  mainly  coastal  sites  including  more  unusually  those  at  Lopham  Fen  Nov 
30th,  and  Sparham  Pools  and  Lyng-Easthaugh  GP  Dec  20th-22nd. 


Little  Egrets  (Robert  Gillmor) 


Little  Egret  Egretta  garzetta 

Increasing  annual  visitor,  breeding  has  occurred  since  2002;  increasing  numbers  over-winter 
With  an  apparently  ever-increasing  winter  population  and  the  recently  established  breeding 
colonies,  it  is  now  far  from  unusual  to  encounter  Little  Egrets  at  coastal  sites  from  Holme  to 
Weyboume,  in  Broads,  at  Breydon  and  occasionally  at  other  inland  waters. 

Counts  are  now  being  received  from  a number  of  sites  where  this  species  is  being  recorded 
on  a monthly  basis  as  shown  below: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Titchwell 

*18 

*15 

*22 

5 

- 

1 

8 

*39 

*46 

*32 

*31 

*23 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

1 1 

7 

4 

7 

17 

6 

21 

90 

90 

43 

21 

22 

Holkham  GM 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

*50 

*104 

*121 

*123 

Wells-Stiffkev 

30 

12 

12 

4 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3 

- 

25 

12 

* Counts  marked  with  an  asterisk  relate  to  birds  going  to  roost  locally 

With  so  many  birds  in  the  county  and  regular  movement  between  sites,  spring  departure  is  no 
longer  easy  to  determine  but  singles  west  Sheringham  April  22nd,  3 south-east  Northrepps 
29th,  2 south  Hunstanton  May  1st  and  4 east,  2 west  Cley  May  5th  are  clear  indications  of 
movement. 
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In  line  with  the  continuing  success  story  of  this  species  in  the  UK  in  recent  years  both 
county  breeding  colonies  occupied  in  2002  were  again  occupied  in  2003,  and  both  expanded 
reassuringly  in  size.  A combined  total  of  21  pairs  bred  at  one  north  coast  and  one  east  coast 
locality,  fledging  a min  57  young 
Breeding  figures  for  2002-3: 


2002  2003 

Breeding  Prs  Fledged  young  Breeding  prs  Fledged  young 

North  coast  locality  5 13  14  42 

East  coast  locality 3 6 7 [5 


As  is  now  the  familiar  pattern  numbers  began  increasing  from  July  onwards  when  1 -2  noted  at  . 
several  localities  for  the  first  time,  and  at  which  time  8 west  Cley  July  7th  and  6 west 
Sheringham  and  Blakeney  Point  Aug  3 1 st  were  largest  recorded  movements.  Several  records 
of  1-3  birds  coasting  to  the  now-favoured  wintering  grounds  were  recorded  throughout 
Aug/Sept. 

An  unusual  movement  at  Hunstanton  in  Oct  when  10  (including  a flock  of  9)  south  2nd 
with  2 also  south  next  day. 


Great  White  Egret  Ardea  alba 

Increasingly  regular  vagrant  from  the  Continent 

A remarkable  series  of  records  although  it  is  impossible  to  determine  the  actual  number  of 
birds  involved:  west  Hickling  Broad  (ADB)  and  west  Warham  Greens/Wells/Holkham  GM 
(roosted  with  Little  Egrets)  (AMS  et  al)  both  Jan  1 1th,  Snetterton  GP  Feb  13th/14th  (PE  CAH 
et  a[).  Stow  Bedon/Caston  March  1 0th- 1 7th  (PN  et  al),  east  at  sea  Sheringham/Overstrand 
April  14th  (APB  BJM),  Wells/Bumham  Norton  area  Oct  18th-27th  (JRMc  AJLS  HV  etaf)  and 
Burnham  Overy  Staithe  Nov  10th  (RJ  S&PM). 

Several  other  reported  sightings  remain  unsubmitted. 

2002  Addition:  Three  Hickling  Broad  May  10th  (JHa)  accepted  by  BBRC  after 
reconsideration  (present  in  Essex  next  day). 


Grey  Heron  Ardea  cinerea 

Resident  and  passage  migrant/winter  visitor 

No  large  concentrations  recorded  from  either  winter  period  with  very  few  winter  counts 
exceeding  double  figures. 

The  BTO  Heronries  Survey  2003  recorded  a total  of  28  active  heronries  in  Norfolk  with 
363  occupied  nests  (average  13  nests  per  heronry)  in  comparison  with  the  1985  survey  which 
also  recorded  28  active  heronries  (both  losses  and  gains  since)  and  238  active  nests  (average 
8.5  nests  per  heronry). 
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Details  of  heronries: 


Nests 

Nests 

Barton  Broad  Herons  Carr 

15 

Islington 

52 

Blakeney 

4 

Ken  Hill  Wood 

5 

Burgh  Castle 

23 

Narford 

16 

Cockshoot  Broad 

5 

North  Elmham 

9 

Colney  Wood 

12 

Old  Hunstanton  Park 

3 

Didlington  Carr 

6 

Ormesby  Broad 

3 

Earsham 

20 

Quidenham 

5 

Feltwell  Black  Dyke  Farm 

7 

Stoke  Ferry  Fen 

2 

Fleggburgh  Common 

1 

Sturston  Carr 

10 

Fordham  Fen 

7 

Surlingham  Broad  (inc  Wheatfen) 

8 

Great  Witchingham  Wildlife  Park 

75 

Upton  Broad  Wood 

7 

Heigham  Sound  Wood 

3 

Wimbotsham 

18 

Hilgay  Fen 

14 

Woodbastwick 

1 

Holkham  NNR 

8 

Wolterton  Park 

4 

How  Hill  Reedham  Water 

1 

Womack  Water 

2 

Light  spring  movement  recorded  during  March  when  single  in  from  sea  Paston  14th,  flock  of  9 
east  Kelling  WM  23rd  and  3 south  Hunstanton  25th,  and  during  April  when  3 north-east 
Caister  21st  and  single  east  Bacton  26th.  In  addition  the  now  familiar  spring  and  mainly 


westward  summer/autumn  movements 
Sheringham  as  detailed  below: 

again 

recorded 

well 

at 

both 

Scolt 

Head 

and 

Apr 

May  Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Sheringham 

1 

5 

18 

1 

5 

33 

6 

2 

Scolt  Head 

5 

5 

17 

6 

24 

40 

11 

- 

Further  summer/autumn  movements  (westward  unless  noted)  during  June  when  3 Holme  9th 
with  10  there  next  day,  3 Paston  2 1 st  and  4 Morston  25th.  During  July  single  south  Sea  Palling 
19th,  and  during  August  4 Cley  and  6 Stiffkey  1st.  More  evident  during  Sept  when  a flock  of 
20  in  off  sea  Eccles  6th,  flock  of  1 1 Blakeney  Point  and  Stiffkey  13th,  3 in  off  sea  then  west 
Sidestrand  also  13th,  2 Caister  22nd,  flock  of  10  Salthouse  24th,  flock  of  17  Blakeney  Point 
and  flock  of  2 1 Titchwell  25th,  and  2 in  off  sea  Happisburgh  29th.  As  usual  declining  numbers 
during  Nov  when  single  north  Horsey  4th,  2 north  California  5th,  single  in  off  sea  Walcott  6th 
and  5 Beeston  Bump  22nd. 

White  Stork  Ciconia  ciconia 

Vagrant  from  the  Continent,  appearing  most  years;  status  clouded  by  free-flying 
collection  birds 

One  south  Roydon  Common  March  8th  may  have  been  that  at  Welney  March  26th-29th. 
Single  at  Burgh  Common  April  22nd  was  presumably  that  over  Yarmouth  the  following  day, 
and  possibly  one  of  2 Wroxham  April  24th,  one  or  other  of  which  may  also  account  for  further 
April  singles  Hickling  Broad  and  Martham  26th,  Acle  and  south  Rollesby  27th,  when  also 
roosted  UEA,  being  seen  there  and  nearby  at  Cringleford  and  Norwich  next  day.  The 
provenance  of  both  of  these  birds  is  of  course  undetennined. 

Singles  high  south  over  Filby  Broad  June  21st,  Acle  June  28th  and  again  Filby  Nov  15th 
are  more  likely  to  be  attributable  to  the  usual  Broads  escapee  from  Thrigby  Wildlife  Park. 
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Spoonbill  Platalea  leucorodia 

Scarce  non-breeding  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant;  rare  in  winter 
First  3 of  an  unimpressive  spring  not  recorded  until  April  14th  at  Holme,  followed  by  further 
April  singles  Burnham  Overy  Staithe  25th/26th,  west  Titchwell  26th,  Holkham  GM  27th  and 
29th,  and  Bemey  30th  (to  May  3rd). 

Recorded  in  May  at  less  favoured  localities  when  singles  Burnham  Norton  GM  2nd,  west 
Scolt  Head  4th,  Salthouse  1 1th,  and  during  June  when  single  east  Scolt  Head  2nd,  Blakeney 
Point  7th  and  Stiffkey  Fen  26th. 

Numbers  May-July  notably  fewer  than  previous  year  but  some  increase  in  Aug.  Max 
numbers  at  more  favoured  localities  during  May-Aug  tabulated  below.  Note  that  there  is 
doubtless  some  duplication,  and  totals  also  include  flyover  birds  that  did  not  necessarily  land; 

!^ay  Jun  Jul  Aug 


I St- 1 5 th  I6th-31st 

lst-I5th  I6lh-30th 

1st- 15  th  16th-31st 

lst-15th  16th-31st 

Titchwell 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

3 

Holkham  GM 

3 

3 

3 

- 

3 

2 

8 

7 

Cley 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Hickling  Broad 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

. 

Horsey  Mere 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2 

- 

5 

5 

Breydon/Bemey 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Additional  records  from  less  favoured  sites  during  July/Aug  when  single  Stiffkey  Fen  July  7th 
and  2 west  Scolt  Head  July  19th.  Sept  records  from  Holkham  GM  where  5 2nd,  then  1-2  until 
15th  with  one  lingering  to  27th.  Singles  west  Holme  13th  and  22nd,  3 Breydon  19th/20th,  2 
west  Scolt  Head  and  Titchwell  2 1st,  with  single  remaining  at  latter  site  22nd,  and  2 on  saltings 
Scolt  Head  27th  before  departing  south-east. 


Honey  Buzzard  Pernis  apivorus 

Rare  migrant  breeder  and  scarce  passage  migrant 

Spring  migrants  noted  at  Docking  May  27th  (2)  when  also  single  east  Sheringham, 
Letheringsett  30th,  Bodham  3 1 st,  when  another  Holkham  GM,  and  in  June  at  Gooderstone  5th, 
Snettisham  6th,  Salthouse  Heath  13th,  North  Walsham  18th  and  Brancaster  26th. 

First  recorded  at  usual  breeding  locality  on  rather  early  date  of  May  9th,  with  pair  present 
by  1 5th  when  2 (possibly  same)  also  over  another  nearby  site.  At  least  4 birds  (2  females) 
present  during  breeding  season  with  one  pair  successfully  fledging  2 young. 

As  in  two  previous  years  movement  between  breeding  site  and  another  area  noted,  with 
birds  at  latter  site  on  at  least  3 dates  May-July. 

Further  midsummer  records  in  July,  presumably  relating  to  failed  or  non-breeding  birds, 
from  Corpusty/Saxthorpe  4th,  west  Sheringham  and  Brancaster  6th,  Lyng  17th  and  Cromer 
22nd. 

Presumed  departing  autumn  migrants  Snettisham  Aug  8th,  west  Cley  11th,  east 
Sheringham  17th  and  west  there  31st.  Additionally  a number  of  Sept  records  added  to  a 
reasonably  good  autumn  passage  when  noted  south-west  Brancaster  Staithe  2nd  and 
(presumably  same)  Titchwell  later  same  day,  when  another  south  Horsey,  2 Winterton  8th, 
west  Beeston  Bump  1 1th,  Holkham  Meals  13th,  King’s  Lynn  15th,  Hanworth  Common  21st 
and  finally  over  Brancaster  29th. 
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Milvus  migrans 


Black  Kite 

Vagrant  from  the  Continent,  usually  in  spring 
Singles  at  Incleborough  Hill  April  26th  (D&MJS)  and  then  next  day  at  Holt  (AEa), 
Sheringham  (RLe  TW  et  al)  and  undoubtedly  same  bird  later  at  Paston,  Happisburgh, 
Winterton,  West  Somerton,  Martham  and  Rollesby  (KRD  MDF  AJK  et  al).  Subsequently 
further  singles  Breydon  29th  (PRA)  and  Holme  30th  (JAn  SBa  et  al).  It  is  difficult  to 
determine  how  many  birds  were  involved  in  these  records. 

Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus 

Increasing  visitor;  birds  from  the  Continent  and  British  reintroduction  projects  occur 
Just  2 recorded  in  first  winter  period:  south-west  Waxham  Jan  28th  and  Winterton  Feb  24th. 

Spring  movement  from  March  7th  when  singles  north  Grime’s  Graves  and  Horsey  and 
another  Lessingham.  Further  March  records  from  Flitcham  8th,  Horsey/Somerton 
HolmesAVinterton  8th- 10th,  Houghton  (wing-tagged  bird  later  found  dead  at  Shembome) 
10th,  Winterton  17th,  Breydon  18th,  Hindringham,  Cley  and  Salthouse  Heath  24th, 
Cringleford  28th  and  Sparham  3 1 st. 

Good  numbers  during  April,  including  several  well-tracked  birds,  when  Cley  and 
Sheringham  1st,  Kelling  3rd,  Yarmouth  and  Caister  GC  4th,  Barton  Broad  8th,  Holt  9th, 
Incleborough  Hill,  Aylmerton,  Kelling,  Morston,  Titchwell,  Holme  and  Old  Hunstanton  13th, 
Kelling  WM,  Overstrand,  Northrepps  and  another  Horsey  16th,  2 Tittleshall  19th,  Choseley 
and  Docking  20th,  Winterton/Horsey  25th-27th,  Breydon,  Fleggburgh  and  Rollesby  27th 
when  another  Sidestrand,  Cromer,  Aylmerton,  Incleborough  Hill  and  Matlaske,  Brancaster 
Staithe  28th,  2 Hickling  and  Catfield  and  another  Sheringham  29th,  and  south  at  Happisburgh 
and  Horsey  30th. 

Continued  movement  throughout  May  but  less  obvious  on  coast  from  early  in  month 
indicating  passage  now  restricted  to  a few  wandering  birds,  singles  Sea  Palling  and  Winterton 
1st,  Edgefield  2nd,  2 Holt  5th,  singles  Attleborough  1 1th,  East  Runton,  Beeston  Bump  and 
Honingham  23rd,  with  another  wandering  between  Little  Snoring  and  several  Wensum  valley 
sites  including  the  Wensum  Valley  Raptor  Watchpoint  ( WVRW)  23rd/24th,  Litcham  25th  and 
Wighton  3 1st. 

Predictably  fewer  in  June  but  2-3  on  1st  when  noted  moving  west  at  Paston,  Mundesley, 
East  Beckham,  Sheringham  and  Holme,  and  possibly  1-2  others  noted  Potter  Heigham, 
Norwich,  Narborough  and  Stockton.  Subsequently  Rockland  St  Mary  5th,  Tilney  All  Saints 
6th,  again  1-2  around  Little  Snoring  and  nearby  Wensum  valley  localities  including  WVRW 
7th- 10th,  Burnham  Market  8th,  Flitcham/Harpley  10th  and  Loddon  19th. 

Becoming  more  scarce  during  July/Aug  when  recorded  Norwich  July  6th,  Little  Snoring 
13th,  Hickling  Broad  24th,  and  in  Aug  at  Great  Ryburgh  8th,  Bradfield  10th,  west  Titchwell 
1 5th,  Waxham  1 7th  and  presumably  one  wandering  bird  noted  at  several  Broads  and  east  coast 
sites  centred  around  Hickling  Broad/Horsey  Aug  28th-Sept  10th. 

Second  winter  period  records  in  Nov  (probably  only  one  bird  involved)  from  Kelling  4th, 
Wighton  7th  and  Egmere  13th. 

White-tailed  Eagle  Haliaeetus  albicilla 

Rare  vagrant,  mainly  in  winter 

An  imm  flew  south  over  Hunstanton  on  morning  of  Oct  25th  (GFH  NML)  and  was  also  seen  in 
Old  Hunstanton  Park  Oct  25th/26th. 
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Marsh  Harrier  Circus  aeruginosus 

Increasing  migrant  breeder;  also  passage  migrant;  small  numbers  winter 
In  first  winter  period  large  numbers  of  over-wintering  birds  remained  from  previous  year.  At 
this  time  5 roosts  were  recorded  on  a regular  basis  with  max  39  Jan,  38  Feb  and  17  March. 
With  small  numbers  now  also  roosting  at  north  coast  localities  on  a regular  basis,  Marsh 
Harriers  are  no  longer  unusual  in  this  area  during  winter.  Birds  noted  away  from  more  familiar 
areas  JanTFeb  at  Dersingham  Jan  4th,  Egmere  15th,  Welney  Feb  13th  and  Roydon  Common 
24th. 

Spring  movement  may  have  commenced  from  as  early  as  mid-Feb  when  single  south-east 
Sheringham  1 6th  but  one  west  Incleborough  Hill  March  1st  was  a more  usual  date.  Passage  in 
spring  was  again  apparently  light  as  birds  were  displaying  at  breeding  sites  by  mid-Feb  with 
many  sites  occupied  from  late  Feb  before  any  real  movement  had  been  detected.  This  is 
perhaps  an  indication  that  many  of  the  county’s  breeding  birds  are  the  same  as  those  that  are 
over-wintering  in  increasing  numbers.  Spring  max  day  counts  3 west  Scolt  Head  April  12th 
and  2 east  1 west  Sheringham  April  27th;  only  5 recorded  moving  west  at  Incleborough  Hill 
during  April  and  just  2 in  May. 

Breeding  data  incomplete  but  revealed  min  59  nesting  attempts,  with  a further  7 pairs 
noted  in  display,  fledging  min  1 07  young.  Broads:  22  nesting  females  produced  min  29  young 
with  a further  pair  in  display;  North  coast:  1 7 nesting  females  produced  min  39  young;  Fens:  1 
pair  fledged  5 young;  Wash:  1 3 nesting  females  fledged  min  26  young;  elsewhere:  6 nesting 
females  fledged  min  8 young  with  a further  6 pairs  noted  in  display  - indicating  a continued 
expansion  of  the  breeding  range  within  the  county.  Minimum  totals  of  fledged  young  in  recent 
years  tabulated  below: 

91  92  93  94  95  96  9 7 98  99  00  01  02  03 

Fledged  young  75  114  105  71  112  87  88  117  90  122  189  115  107 

Post  breeding  dispersal  from  as  early  as  July  10th  when  juvs  west  offshore  at  Scolt  Head  (with 
another  5 juvs  west  there  before  end  of  month)  and  west  Aylmerton  12th.  Subsequently 
recorded  throughout  most  of  county  with  some  regularity  late  July-Sept  as  adults  and  juvs 
dispersed  widely  from  breeding  grounds.  A roost  of  7-8  at  Roydon  Common  during  Sept  was 
the  only  post  breeding  communal  roost  recorded.  During  July-Sept  22  migrants  were  noted  at 
Scolt  Head  and  in  Aug  total  of  15  moved  through  Sheringham,  max  6 on  both  17th  and  18th. 

Less  movement  during  Oct-Dec  as  many  birds  had  departed  or  already  arrived  at  favoured 
wintering  areas  by  late  Oct.  Noted  at  this  time  in  off  sea  Winterton  Oct  4th,  in  off  sea  Holme 
Oct  8th,  west  Beeston  Bump  and  Sheringham  Oct  9th  with  another  west  at  latter  site  Oct  1 8th, 
west  Aylmerton  Oct  12th,  south  (2  miles  offshore)  Yarmouth  Oct  21st  and  far  out  to  sea 
Horsey  Dec  7th. 

Communal  roosts  apparently  less  well  recorded  during  second  winter  period:  max  (from  4 
regular  and  one  occasional  roost)  22  Oct,  42  Nov,  45  Dec. 

Hen  Harrier  Circus  cyaneus 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  former  breeder,  now  exceptional  in  summer 
Noted  away  from  known  roosting  areas  Jan-March  at  Blakeney  Point  Jan  8th,  Houghton  9th,  3 
Terrington  Marsh  11th,  Swaffham  Feb  1st,  Bradfield  3rd  and  8th,  Hilborough  7th,  Melton 
Constable  14th,  2 Flitcham  17th-25th,  2 Lynn  Point  22nd,  Great  Bircham  March  9th  and 
Hardley  Flood  27th.  The  number  of  records  involved  there  indicates  a good  county  population 
at  this  time  and  this  is  endorsed  in  the  tabulated  data  below: 
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1 

Regular  roosts 

2 3 

4 

Occasional  roosts 
(min  3) 

Max 

total 

Jan 

5 

8 

4 

11 

6 

34 

Feb 

8 

6 

2 

11 

2 

29 

March 

5 

7 

- 

7 

1 

20 

Further  records  away  from  known  roosts  in  April  from  Coxford  4th  and  Hilborough  1 1th  but 
most  had  departed  by  mid-month.  Passage  noted  at  Aylmerton,  where  4 ringtails  east  singly 
April  21st,  and  at  Incleborough  Hill,  where  2 ringtails  east  same  day.  As  usual  several  were 
recorded  lingering  into  May  including  Breydon  3rd  and  6th,  Winterton  5th,  Holme  7th, 
Blakeney  Point  9th/ 10th,  Horsey/Winterton  12th- 15th,  Sheringham  17th,  Houghton  25th  and 
Ousenmouth  31st.  At  Scolt  Head  singles  4th,  6th,  1 1th  and  25th  with  2 5th  and  17th.  There 
were  just  2 June  records  when  singles  Great  Ryburgh  14th  and  Cley  16th. 

First  of  autumn  Thomham  Hbr  Sept  5th  and  Scolt  Head  5th/6th  with  2 7th  and  another 
1 1th- 17th;  further  Sept  records  from  Burnham  Norton/Deepdale  25th-27th,  Stiffkey  SM  28th 
and  in  off  sea  Titchwell  30th. 

Numbers  slow  to  build  in  Oct  when  further  migrants  noted  in  off  sea  Waxham  3rd,  in  off 
sea  California  1 3th,  east  at  sea  Holme  1 9th  and  west  Sheringham  28th,  by  which  time  birds 
were  beginning  to  appear  in  numbers  at  communal  roosts.  Roosting  numbers  in  Oct-Dec  from 
6 regularly  used  roost  sites  are  tabulated  below: 


I 

2 

Regular  roosts 

3 4 

5 

6 

Occasional  roosts 
(min  I) 

Max 

total 

Oct  4 

3 

2 

- 

4 

4 

0 

15 

Nov  7 

5 

5 

2 

1 

5 

4* 

29 

Dec  4 

4 

8 

3 

4 

- 

0 

23 

* 2 grey  males  and  ringtails  roosted  one  date 

in  Nov  only 

Also  recorded  away  from  known  roosting  sites  Nov/Dec  at  Trimingham  Nov  9th,  Stanhoe 
11th,  Massingham  Heath/Grimston  Heath  15th-18th,  Trunch  23rd,  Inmere  Dec  12th  and 
Welney  15th. 


Pallid  Harrier  Circus  macrourus 

Vagrant  from  central  Asia 

The  juv  female  from  2002  continued  to  roost  at  Warham  Greens  until  March  22nd,  being  noted 
at  several  sites  inland  during  the  day.  At  the  roost  Jan  1 3th  it  was  being  mobbed  by  a Peregrine, 
and  on  Jan  23rd  it  was  seen  to  rob  a Merlin  of  its  prey.  During  the  days  and  particularly 
towards  the  end  of  its  stay,  it  began  to  wander  more  readily  and  widely  and  was  seen  as  far 
south  as  Hindringham  Jan  29th,  heading  west  at  Cley  and  Blakeney  GM  Feb  23rd,  and  reached 
Titchwell  and  Shembome  March  2 1 st.  Having  ceased  using  the  Warham  Greens  roost  it  was 
subsequently  seen  several  times  in  the  Kettlestone/Little  Snoring  area  March  25th-30th, 
possibly  roosting  nearby. 

A second  Pallid  Harrier,  a Ist-summer  female,  was  seen  flying  west  at  Blakeney  Point 
May  16th  (JRMc  RFP  et  af),  see  article  page  283,  with  presumably  the  same  at  the  same  site 
next  day  (RGM). 

The  Pallid  Harrier  has  been  extending  its  breeding  range  into  north-western  Europe  in 
recent  years  and  there  have  been  1 0 British  records  in  the  last  1 0 years,  but  two  county  records 
in  such  a short  space  of  time  is  little  short  of  remarkable.  The  Warham  Greens  bird  constitutes 
the  first  known  instance  of  over-wintering  in  northern  Europe. 
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Pallid  Harrier  and  Short-eared  Owl  (Gaiy  Wright) 

Montagu’s  Harrier  Circus  pygargus 

Rare  migrant  breeder  and  scarce  passage  migrant 

First  of  spring  inland  at  Welney  April  18th  followed  by  further  April  records  from  Blakcney 
Point  21st,  Kelling  WM  25th,  in  off  sea  Winterton  26th,  another  in  off  sea  Mundesley  then 
Paston  and  west  Holkham  GM  26th,  Burnham  Norton  27th,  Welney  28th,  Sheringham  29th 
and  Scolt  Head  30th.  Min  of  8 in  May  when  noted  Winterton,  Horsey,  How  Hill  and  Scolt 
Head  3rd,  Incleborough  Hill  and  Holme  5th,  Walsey  Hills  11th,  Wells  12th,  Holkham  GM 
20th,  Scolt  Head  26th  and  2 Burnham  Market  3 1 st.  A total  of  6 more  in  June  at  Boughton  Fen 
5th,  Great  Ryburgh  7th,  a rare  dark-morph  east  at  Cley  then  Sheringham  8th.  Choseley  and 
Fring  18th,  and  Scolt  Head  23rd. 

Breeding:  a pair  successfully  fledged  4 young  in  the  county,  the  most  successful  nest  in 
the  United  Kingdom. 

First  returning  bird  in  autumn  Brinton  Aug  1st,  another  Snettisham  8th  and  the  first  juv  of 
year  west  Scolt  Head,  Titchwell,  Thomham  and  Holme  Aug  13th.  Further  Aug  records  from 
Winterton  17th  and  Cley  24th.  Just  5 in  Sept  when  recorded  Scolt  Head  5th-7th,  west 
Holkham,  Burnham  Norton  and  Scolt  Head  13th,  Castle  Rising  and  North  Wootton  14th,  Scolt 
Head  again  24th  and  juv  Burnham  Norton  25th.  Two  Oct  records  when  another  Juv  Burnham 
Norton  3rd  and  Waxham  24th.  A small  ‘ringtail  harrier’,  possibly  of  this  species,  at  the 
Warham  Greens  roost  Oct  17th-  Nov  5th  at  least. 

Goshawk  Accipiter  gentilis 

Rare  breeder;  also  scarce  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

Considerably  more  data  received  for  this  species  than  in  recent  years  but  interestingly  very  few 
records  that  can  clearly  be  defined  as  spring  passage  birds. 

In  addition  to  1-2  recorded  at  5 Brecks’  localities  Jan-March,  2 Flitcham  Jan  18th,  singles 
Sculthorpe  Fen  Jan  18th,  Southery  Fen  Feb  2nd.  1-2  Bradfield  6th-25th,  Norwich  (Thickthom) 
12th.  Hoveton  26th,  female  Brancaster  March  4th,  16th  and  19th  (later  caught  and  released 
there  April  4th),  north-west  out  to  sea  at  Holme  9th,  Norwich  (UFA)  16th,  Sheringham  17th, 
Cantley  BF  23rd.  Winterton  26th  and  Horsey  31st. 
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Recorded  during  April  (where  not  associated  with  possible  breeding  activity)  at 
Winterton  7th,  Syderstone  Common  11th,  Horsey  12th,  Barton  Turf  15th,  Southrepps 
Common  1 8th,  Bradfield  22nd  and  in  May,  when  male  perched  on  cliff- face  Mundesley  2nd 
and  Brancaster  Staithe  29th. 

Display  noted  from  Feb  1 5th  in  Brecks  but  only  seen  at  2 sites  in  this  area  in  comparison  to 
6 elsewhere  in  county.  At  one  locality  up  to  4 (believed  to  be  2 pairs)  in  display  Feb  1 9th-April 
24th  but  there  were  no  subsequent  sightings  in  remainder  of  year.  At  another  site  up  to  6 birds 
were  seen  in  the  air  together,  only  one  of  which  was  a female.  A pair  settled  there  early  in  the 
season  leaving  other  4 males  displaying  in  vain. 

Summer  records  away  from  suspected  breeding  areas  at  Narborough  June  19th,  south 
Langham  July  26th,  North  Wootton  Aug  7th  and  Admiralty  Point  3 1st. 

Fewer  recorded  from  Sept-year  end  but  singles  west  Overstrand  Oct  25th,  Horsey  26th 
and  Eccles  28th  are  likely  to  relate  to  migrants.  Further  singles  at  this  time  at  Fomcett  St  Mary 
Oct  26th,  Ringstead  Nov  9th,  Litcham  28th,  Langham  29th  and  Hoveton  Dec  24th. 

Interestingly  up  to  3 males  were  recorded  together  (with  some  aerial  display)  at  one  site 
Oct  13th-24th  and  display  was  also  noted  at  a site  in  Brecks  mid-Dec. 

Sparrowhawk  Accipiter  nisus 

Common  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

A presumed  migrant  south  California  Feb  13th  was  unusually  early  but  more  timely  spring 
passage  was  noted  when  3 west  Incleborough  Hill  March  1 5th,  5 north  Horsey AVinterton  24th, 
14  Winterton  3 1st,  11  west  Incleborough  Hill  April  1 1th,  4 south  Hunstanton  12th  with  another 
south  there  15th,  5 south-east  and  2 west  Northrepps  16th,  where  an  impressive  24  east  21st,  6 
east  Paston  26th,  where  4 east  (including  a white-headed  bird)  next  day,  and  10  south  Horsey 
also  26th,  with  6 north  there  next  day. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  54%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  one  pair  per  occupied  tetrad. 

First  autumn  movement  at  Overstrand  where  2 east  Aug  8th  and  3 east  Trimingham  3 1 st. 
No  migrants  recorded  in  Sept  but  Oct/Nov  records  from  Hunstanton,  where  4 south  Oct  27th 
and  singles  south  28th  and  Nov  4th,  and  Trimingham  where  3 south  Oct  28th. 


Sparrowhawks  (Andy  Benson) 
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Common  Buzzard  Buteo  buteo 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  small  but  increasing  breeding  population 
A further  increase  in  records  in  Brecks  this  year,  with  confirmed  breeding  from  that  area  also. 
7 he  continued  expansion  is  greatly  encouraging  and  whilst  the  north-western  quadrant  of  the 
county  remains  the  breeding  stronghold  it  is  only  really  areas  to  south  and  south-east  of 
Norwich,  plus  the  Fens,  where  Common  Buzzards  remain  scarce. 

Regularly  recorded  in  small  numbers  in  first  winter  period  from  numerous  areas  plus 
larger  counts  of  9 Great  Massingham,  8 Swanton  Novers  and  8 Little  Snoring  but  generally 
scarce  south  of  Norwich. 

Spring  passage  from  March  6th  when  single  east  Paston  followed  by  further  March 
records  south  Hickling  15th,  8 Breydon  18th,  east  Aylmerton  22nd,  9 Winterton  31st,  with 
single  south  Yarmouth  same  date.  A further  19  migrants  in  April  when  max  3 east  Sheringham 
12th,  3 Bacton  13th  and  3 west  Incleborough  Hill  21st.  Apparently  very  little  passage  during 
May  with  single  coastal  migrants  noted  on  5 dates,  including  Admiralty  Point  1 7th  and  Ongar 
Hill  24th. 

Another  successful  breeding  season  with  continued  expansion  and  consolidation.  Data 
received  totalled  17  confirmed  breeding  pairs  fledging  a min  20  young,  both  record  numbers. 
In  addition  breeding  was  considered  probable  at  8 further  sites,  and  possible  at  8 more,  giving  a 
max  county  total  of  33  pairs.  No  information  was  forthcoming  from  at  least  2 areas  where 
breeding  has  occurred  in  recent  years  so  the  actual  figure  may  be  even  higher.  Breeding  data 
from  recent  years  is  tabulated  below: 


1994 

1995 

7996 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

2002 

2003 

Confirmed  breeding  prs 

2 

1 

2 

4 

5 

5 

9 

10 

11 

17 

Probable  breeding  prs 

1 

- 

5 

4 

5 

5 

6 

5 

10 

8 

Possible  breeding  prs 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

5 

3 

8 

Max  breeding  prs 

5 

2 

8 

9 

12 

12 

20 

20 

24 

33 

Min  fledged  young 

2 

1 

2 

7 

7 

9 

8 

12 

15 

20 

Autumn  passage  commenced  Aug  3rd  when  single  east  Titchwell  with  another  west  Kelling 
WM  24th,  but  not  fully  underway  until  end-Aug  when  3 east,  1 west  Sheringham,  4 west,  3 
lingering  Aylmerton  and  singles  California  and  Breydon  all  3 1st.  Steady  passage  throughout 
Sept  (perhaps  60-70  birds  involved)  with  an  obvious  peak  mid-month.  Max  Sept  counts  5 west 
Waxham  2nd,  5 Holme  7th,  5 Burnham  Norton  8th,  an  impressive  24  west  Holkham  1 3th  when 
also  7 west  Titchwell,  12  west  Holkham  14th  and  5 west  Holme.  Numbers  of  migrants  much 
reduced  in  Oct  (perhaps  20)  when  max  3 east  Sheringham  6th  and  3 Stiffkey  17th. 

Less  well  recorded  in  second  winter  period  when  1-2  noted  from  mainly  north  and  west  of 
county  with  max  8 Holkham  Park  and  8 Wighton  Nov  16th,  and  4 Massingham  Heath  Dec 
28th. 

Rough-legged  Buzzard  Buteo  lagopus 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  periodic  large-scale  influxes 

First  winter  period  records  of  singles  Haddiscoe  Jan  9th.  Fring/Great  Bircham  14th, 
Flitcham/Anmer/Houghton  15th-27th,  Thursford/Little  Snoring  19th-21st,  Massingham 
Heath/Grimston  26th/27th.  Holkham  ParkAV’arham  Feb  2nd.  Swanton  Novers  8th,  Grimston 
10th,  Burnham  Market  14th,  Massingham  Heath  22nd.  Thetford  26th  and  Flitcham  March  4th. 
Possibly  just  1-2  wandering  birds  involved  in  all  the  above  records. 
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Coastal  migrants  in  evidence  at  Stiffkey  March  5th,  south  (with  a Common  Buzzard) 
Yarmouth  16th,  another  there  31st,  Horsey AVinterton  April  1st,  Holkham  15th,  singles  west 
and  east  Aylmerton  21st  when  also  2 Cley,  another  east  Aylmerton  23rd,  north  Waxham  24th, 
Kelling  WM  25th,  Horsey  26th,  Filby  27th,  when  2 nearby  at  Rollesby,  singles  Catfield 
Fen/Sutton  May  3rd  and  Sloley  9th. 

Autumn  arrival  from  Oct  25th  at  Scolt  Head  with  same  bird  commuting  between  there  and 
Wells/Holkham  to  3 1st,  followed  by  Nov  records  from  Brancaster  6th,  Roydon  Common  14th, 
Massingham  Heath/Grimston  1 6th-29th  and  Acle  Marshes  25th.  Dec  records  from  Grimston 
21st,  Flitcham  26th/27th  and  Massingham  Heath  28th  all  probably  relate  to  one  wandering 
bird,  presumably  also  one  of  2 at  Burnham  Market  29th  with  further  records  Hoveton  Hall  29th 
and  Holkham  30th. 

Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus 

Regular  passage  migrant  in  increasing  numbers;  over-summering  has  occurred 
The  earliest-ever  spring  bird  in  Norfolk  (pre-dating  one  at  Cley  in  1909  by  2 days)  was  at 
Langham  March  13th.  Further  March  records  from  How  Hill  (2  north)  23rd  and  Mileham 
25th.  Very  few  noted  in  April  when  singles  Titchwell  and  Barrow  Common  5th,  Cromer 
(south  inland)  and  Sparham  21st,  Cranwich  GP  29th,  and  2 Sedgeford  and  possibly  one  or 
other  of  those  west  at  Brancaster  Staithe,  Titchwell,  Holme  and  Old  Hunstanton  30th.  Around 
10  recorded  in  May  when  singles  Sennowe  Park  10th,  Sparham  Pools  12th,  Holkham  GM 
16th,  Great  Ryburgh  22nd,  Cley  24th,  Lopham  Fen  and  Scolt  Head  25th,  Sheringham  26th, 
Martham  Broad  and  High  Kelling  29th,  and  Ludham,  Weyboume  and  Scolt  Head  30th.  What 
had  apparently  been  a relatively  poor  spring  passage  was  rectified  by  a good  June,  when  about 
another  10  recorded  at  Norwich  5th,  Dunston  6th,  Snettisham  8th,  east  Scolt  Head,  Holkham 
and  Antingham  9th,  Titchwell  10th  with  another  in  off  sea  there  23rd,  Acle  27th,  2 
Breydon/Bemey  29th  and  single  Ludham  30th. 

First  returning  bird  of  an  unimpressive  autumn  for  this  species  was  at  Cockshoot  Broad 
July  10th  with  another  Lyng-Easthaugh  GP  26th,  followed  by  Aug  records  from  King’s  Lynn 
1 2th,  Titchwell  2 1 st,  west  Salthouse  Heath  and  Scolt  Head  23rd,  with  another  west  Scolt  Head 
24th,  and  the  only  lingering  bird  of  the  autumn  at  mid-Yare  valley  sites  Aug  29th-Sept  6th. 
Further  Sept  records  from  Titchwell  2nd,  Hilgay  Fen  9th,  Hardley  Flood  12th,  Welney  13th, 
Rockland  Broad  14th,  Hockwold  Washes  15th,  Snettisham  17th,  west  Scolt  Head  and  Holme 
23rd,  and  east  Scolt  Head  and  Ten  Mile  Bank  24th. 

Kestrel  Falco  thmuncidus 

Resident  and  passage  migrant 

Spring  movement  as  always  almost  negligible  when  singles  in  off  sea  Winterton  March  24th, 
south  Hunstanton  March  25th,  east  offshore  Sheringham  April  27th,  with  one  in  off  sea  there 
May  4th,  and  west  Weyboume  April  28th. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  79%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  one  pair  per  occupied  tetrad..  One  observer 
considered  it  an  excellent  breeding  season  at  Stanford  TA. 

Autumn  passage  more  evident  and  concentrated  around  mid-Sept.  First  noted  in  Aug 
when  6 west  Scolt  Head  1 0th  and  single  in  off  sea  Winterton  25th,  then  Sept  records  from  Scolt 
Head  where  4 west  13th,  single  in  off  sea  22nd  and  5 29th,  13  west  in  less  than  an  hour  late 
morning  at  Overstrand  14th,  single  in  off  sea  and  east  Sheringham  21st,  and  west  Sidestrand 
29th.  Just  one  Oct  record,  in  off  sea  at  Gorleston  12th. 
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Falco  vespertinus 


Red-footed  Falcon 

Vagrant,  most  often  in  spring;  large  influx  in  1992 
Following  a female  Cley  May  3 1 st  (SPA),  a multiple  arrival  at  Hickling  Broad  also  3 1 st-June 
5th  ( JHa  D&MJS  AMS  et  al).  At  least  4 birds  present  hawking  dragonflies  over  the  reedbeds  - 
2 Ist-summer  females,  an  adult  female  and  a Ist-summer  male  - although  not  all  were  seen  on 
some  days.  Up  to  12  Hobbies  were  also  present  on  June  4th.  Subsequently  female  Upton  Fen 
June  28th-July  2nd  (OC  SSm  et  al). 

2002  Addition:  Burgh  St  Peter  Ist-summer  female  Aug  29th  (GJE). 

Merlin  Falco  columbahns 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  exceptional  in  summer 

Roosting  details  from  3 sites  in  first  winter  period  when  max  6 Jan,  7 Feb  and  3 March.  During 
Jan-March  1-2  regularly  recorded  at  Breydon/Bemey,  at  coastal  sites  west  from  Stiffkey  to 
Holme  and  in  mid-Yare  valley.  Elsewhere  singles  at  less  regularly  recorded  sites:  Northrepps 
Jan  6th,  East  Winch  Common  8th,  Acle  9th,  Aylmerton  21st,  Thurlton  Marshes  22nd.  East 
Harling  27th,  Norwich  Feb  6th,  Repps-with-Bastwick  15th,  Methwold  Fen  16th,  Rockland 
Broad  18th,  Beeston  Bump  March  5th  and  Sedgeford  7th.  Occasional  singles  recorded  at 
mainly  north  coast  sites  into  April,  with  2 Blakeney  Point  16th  and  Scolt  Head  20th,  but  often 
difficult  at  this  time  to  separate  passage  birds  from  those  remaining  from  previous  winter. 

Spring  passage  noted  from  mid-March  when  singles  east  Weyboume  March  14th,  south 
Hunstanton  25th  and  May  5th,  Waxham  April  14th,  Snettisham  17th,  Paston  25th,  Scolt  Head 
May  3rd-5th,  17th,  19th  and  23rd,  and  Yarmouth  24th.  One  Sheringham  June  1st  was  first 
June  record  at  that  site. 

Scolt  Head  hosted  first  returning  bird  July  30th  with  2 there  3 1 st  (to  Sept  1 st)  followed  by 
Aug  records  from  Blakeney  Point  10th  and  23rd,  Cley  and  Kelling  WM  19th,  West  Beckham 
20th,  Sheringham  24th,  Kelling  WM  again  26th,  and  Titchwell  and  Hempton  28th.  Continued 

arrival  throughout  Sept  when 
Breydon/Bemey  4th,  2 Blakeney 
Point  5th,  when  also  singles  west 
Titchwell  and  Holme,  with  further 
singles  at  latter  site  6th,  19th  and 
24th.  Further  Sept  coastal  records 
(mainly  westward)  Weyboume  8th, 
W interton  11th,  Sustead  19th  and 
Aylmerton  20th  (south)  and  21st. 
Passage  still  evident  until  mid-Oct 
when  singles  west  Weyboume  6th,  in 
off  sea  Holme  8th,  Cley  11th,  west 
Aylmerton  and  Titchwell  12th,  and 
south  Yarmouth  14th. 

During  second  winter  period 
apparently  more  common  than  at 
start  of  year  when  1-3  regularly 
Wells/Warham/Stiffkey  and  1-2 
Breydon/Bemey,  Blakeney  Point, 
coastal  sites  west  from  Scolt  Head  to 
Holme,  and  Roydon  Common. 
Singles  from  less  regularly  recorded 


Merlin  (Alan  Burtenshaw) 
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sites  Oct-Dec  at  Bircham  Newton  Oct  17th,  Dersingham  Bog  Nov  1 1th,  Hanworth  Common 
14th,  Massingham  Heath  15th,  Elsing  20th,  Welney  Dec  5th,  Gateley  11th,  Fring  14th, 
Grimston  15th  and  Clippesby  27th.  Roosting  numbers  poorly  recorded  in  Oct  when  just  one 
recorded  at  a single  site,  but  max  9 Nov  and  6 Dec  from  4 roost  sites. 

Hobby  Falco  subbuteo 

Scarce  but  increasing  migratory  breeder  and  passage  migrant 

First  of  spring  at  Thetford  March  31st  was  only  the  fifth  March  county  record  ever  and 
following  one  last  year  it  illustrates  a general  trend  of  earlier  arrival  by  this  species  in  Norfolk. 
Farly  April  singles  at  Holt  4th,  Cley  5th/6th,  Alby  1 1th,  and  2 east  Overstrand  and  single 
Blickling  Park  15th.  Main  arrival  commenced  late  April  when  max  3 Colney  GP  25th,  4 
Winterton  27th  and  3 Sheringham  28th.  Widespread  by  early  May  with  continued  coastal 
movement  and  the  build-up  of  the  now  familiar  feeding  flocks  over  inland  waters,  when  max  3 
Catfield  Fen  3rd,  5 Strumpshaw  4th,  6 Hickling  Broad  6th  and  6 Hockwold  Washes  1 1th. 
Inland  feeding  flocks  in  June  peaked  at  12  Hickling  Broad  4th,  7 Houghton  Park  8th,  7 
Sennowe  Park  9th  and  4 Strumpshaw  27th. 

Breeding  data  again  likely  to  be  incomplete  as  just  one  pair  reported  from  Broads  but 
comprehensive  details  from  Brecks  where  5 pairs  bred  (9  in  total  in  Norfolk/Suffolk). 
Elsewhere  just  2 further  confirmed  breeding  pairs  and  breeding  was  considered  possible  at  a 
further  5 sites.  Minimal  fledging  data  received  with  just  7 young  reported  as  flying  from 
confirmed  nests.  Breeding  details  since  1993  tabulated  below,  showing  no  real  increase  in 
breeding  numbers  over  the  period  but  it  is  believed  that  data  for  at  least  200 1 -3  is  incomplete  so 
a slow  increase  in  numbers  may  be  occurring. 

1993  1994  1995  1996  1997  1998  1999  2000  2001  2002  2003 
Confirmed  prs  678457  10  10  778 

Possible  prs  41155586345 

Max  total  prs  10  8 9 9 10  12  13  16  10  11  13 

Min  fledRed  young 10  6 8 10  3 8 14  11  11  10  7 

First  autumn  coastal  birds  at  Horsey  and  Breydon/Bemey  July  1st  with  perhaps  one  or  other  of 
those  Scratby  and  California  3rd,  followed  by  other  July  singles  Salthouse  5th,  Weyboume 
7th,  Scolt  Head  8th,  18th/ 19th  and  30th,  King’s  Lynn  10th,  Holme  19th,  21st,  26th  and  28th, 
Aylmerton  20th,  Titchwell  22nd  and  28th,  Blakeney  23rd,  Winterton  28th,  and  Cley  29th  and 
31st.  Widespread  in  small  numbers  at  coastal  and  inland  sites  during  Aug/Sept,  including 
records  of  family  parties,  when  adults  noted  feeding  juvs.  At  this  time  max  3 Hockwold 
Washes  Aug  17th  and  Sept  21st,  4 Welney  Aug  23rd,  4 East  Wretham  Heath  31st,  4 Horsey 
Sept  4th,  3 Holkham  GM  14th,  4 Buckenham  Fen  and  3 Hardley  Flood  1 5th,  3 Great  Ryburgh 
20th,  and  3 Hindringham  25th.  Coastal  movement  more  obvious  during  Sept  when  around  10 
noted  moving  west  at  7 sites  in  first  3 weeks  followed  by  an  apparently  rapid  exodus  at  month 
end  as  only  3 Oct  records  at  Sheringham  3rd,  Winterton  13th  and  2 juvs  Cantley  BF  25th. 

Peregrine  Falco  peregrimis 

Passage  migrant  and  increasing  winter  visitor 

Probably  in  excess  of  15  birds  wintering  in  first  winter  period:  1-2  Wash  limits  to  April  18th; 
1-2  (occasionally  3,  with  4 different  birds  involved)  Hunstanton/Holme/Titchwell  area  to 
April  5th  at  least;  2 (once  3)  Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr  to  mid-March  at  least;  2-3 
Holkham/Wells  area  to  March  6th  at  least;  2 regularly  Breydon/Berney  to  April  28th,  at  least  4 
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different  birds  Jan-April  at  Heigham  Holmes;  2 Haddiscoe  Marshes  area  to  Feb  2nd  at  least;  2 
Buckenham  area  to  April  1 1 th;  and  1 -3  intermittently  Welney  to  April  1 9th.  There  is  doubtless 
some  duplication  in  both  the  north-west  and  Yare  valley.  Away  from  more  regular  areas  noted 
Jan-March  at  Blakeney  GM/Hbr  Jan  5th  and  27th  and  Feb  2nd,  Framingham  Earl  Jan  10th, 
Norwich  17th,  Cockthorpe  19th,  Reedham  29th,  Sheringham  Feb  7th,  Ketteringham  and 
Quidenham  14th/15th,  Winterton  March  2nd  and  31st,  Paston  18th,  and  Pentney  GP  and 
Wereham  26th. 

Spring  departure  underway  during  April  as  wintering  numbers  dwindled  and  passage 
birds  noted  at  Horsey  6th,  Scolt  Head  13th,  20th  and  26th,  east  Incleborough  Hill  21st  and 
Holme  26th.  All  May  records  presumably  related  to  passage  birds  (although  not  all  coastal) 
when  noted  Scolt  Head  2nd,  14th/15th,  17th,  19th,  23rd  and  25th/26th,  Incleborough  Hill  10th. 
Breydon/Bemey  14th,  Holme  15th  and  20th,  Haddiscoe  19th,  Welney  23rd  and  Titchwell 
25th.  In  June  3 records;  imm  Scolt  Head  4th,  Banham  5th  and  Haddiscoe  Marshes  27th/28th. 

First  returning  bird  Holme  July  19th  with  another  Scolt  Head  July  22nd  followed  by  Aug 
records  from  Scolt  Head  7 dates  lst-31st,  Breydon  and  Cley  6th,  Stoke  Holy  Cross  11th, 
Titchwell  13th  and  22nd,  and  juv  Blakeney  Point  and  Sheringham  25th.  Numbers  began  to 
build  rapidly  from  early  Sept  when  Warham  SM  and  2 Welney  3rd,  3 (juv  being  fed  by  2 
adults)  Cley  4th  when  singles  Holme,  Blakeney  Point  and  Holt,  with  several  sightings  of 
further  singles  between  Holme  and  Brancaster  5th-7th,  2 Scolt  Head  7th  with  3 there  next  day, 
and  2 (including  juv)  Roydon  Common  10th.  Coastal  passage  birds  difficult  to  separate  from 
wintering  birds  from  mid-Sept  through  to  mid-Nov  as  occupation  of  wintering  territories 
probably  commences  from  late  Sept.  Perhaps  last  definite  passage  birds  were  2 west 
Overstrand  Oct  25th  with  singles  also  west  there  27th  and  Nov  6th. 

During  second  winter  period  to  year  end  wintering  birds  (probably  10-15)  as  follows:  1-2 
Wash  limits  early  Nov  onwards;  1-2  Hunstanton/Holme/Titchwell  area  from  Oct  15th;  one 
daily  Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr  throughout  Oct  (4  different  birds  involved,  with  2 on  1 1th), 
then  2 (occasionally  3)  Nov  onwards;  4 (2  ads,  2 juvs)  HolkhamAVells  area  throughout  Oct, 
then  2 Nov/Dec;  one  (occasionally  2)  Blakeney  Point/Cley  area,  also  wandering  east  to 
Sheringham,  Oct  1 8th  onwards;  1 -2  Breydon/Bemey  from  Oct  1 1 th;  one  mid-Yare  valley  from 
Oct  13th  (intermittently),  then  1-2  Nov  onwards.  Again  likely  to  be  some  duplication  on  both 
north  coast  and  in  Yare  valley.  Well  away  from  known  wintering  areas  noted  Nov/Dec  at 
Rockland  Broad  Nov  5th,  East  Wretham  8th,  Langford  15th,  Docking  30th,  Welney  Dec  1st, 
with  2 there  5th,  Roydon  Common  8th,  Fring  14th,  Syderstone  Common,  Great  Ryburgh  and 
Bittering  16th,  Wereham  17th,  2 Rougham  21st,  and  single  Oby  26th. 


Water  Rail  Rallus  aquaticus 

Resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
Peak  numbers  at  regularly  counted  sites; 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 





Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Holme 

21 

4 

3 

3 

1 

1 

6 

5 

1 

Titchwell 

4 

2 

4 

6 

3 

3 

2 

7 

5 

Cley 

7 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

10 

Hickling  Broad 

- 

4 

- 

1 

1 

6 

1 

4 

- 

Surlingham  Broad 

5 

4 

2 

- 

- 

9 

8 

6 

Strumpshaw 

4 

3 

5 

2 

- 

2 

4 

10 

- 

Stanford  Water 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Welney 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 
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Other  localities  with  at  least  3:  Jan  7 Lopham  Fen;  Feb  6 Hoveton  Marshes,  5 Catfield  Fen,  3 
Ormesby  Little  Broad,  3 Holkham  GM,  3 Boughton  Fen;  March  5 Martham  Broad;  April  3 
Lopham  Fen;  Sept  5 Cantley  BF;  Oct  5 Brayden  Marshes,  4 Cantley  BF. 

Breeding  pairs  included  41-52  Strumpshaw,  12-16  Surlingham  Broad,  5 Holkham  NNR, 
5 Holme,  3 Roydon  Common,  2 Catfield  Fen,  with  8 territorial  birds  and  at  least  2 juvs 
Titchwell. 


Spotted  Crake  Porzana  porzana 

Scarce  passage  migrant,  rare  in  winter 

Sept  singles  at  Holme  8th  (GFH),  Scolt  Head  27th  (NML),  Titchwell  28th  (JP)  and  a 
well-watched  individual  Cantley  BF  28th-Oct  3rd  (BWJ  et  al). 


Corncrake  Crex  crex 

Rare  passage  migrant 

Only  one  record,  Weyboume  Sept  1 7th  (Mcr). 


Moorhen  Gallinula  chloropns 

Abundant  resident;  immigrants  in  autumn 
Peak  numbers  at  regularly  counted  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Holme 

43 

47 

33 

15 

26 

19 

12 

12 

19 

Titchwell 

- 

- 

9 

10 

10 

18 

13 

19 

- 

Holkham  GM 

19 

35 

- 

55 

46 

Stiffkey  Fen 

- 

- 

15 

12 

1 1 

- 

- 

- 

Blakeney  GM 

24 

- 

68 

16 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Cley 

76 

89 

58 

49 

15 

26 

33 

38 

21 

Salthouse 

24 

33 

22 

26 

35 

18 

21 

- 

Kelling  WM 

- 

5 

4 

7 

19 

14 

2 

7 

2 

Other  counts  exceeding  14:  Jan  21  Wells,  15  Filby  Broad,  15  Holkham  Park;  Feft  20  Flitcham; 
March  20  Holkham  Park,  19  Buckenham,  17  Whitlingham  CP,  15  Barton  Broad;  April  31 
Bayfield  Park;  Sept  35  Hockwold  Washes;  Dec  45  Tattersett. 

Breeding  pairs  included  93  Holkham  NNR  (decrease),  21  Onnesby  Broad,  1 8 Holme,  12 
Yarmouth,  12  West  Caister,  9 Mautby,  7 Grimston  Warren,  7 Onnesby  St  Margaret  and  6 
Roydon  Common.  While  a common  breeder  at  Welney  and  one  pair  raised  4 broods  at 
Fulmodeston,  seems  to  have  almost  disappeared  from  Tudd  valley,  mink  being  implicated. 
NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  86%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding 
seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  5 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Notable  events:  one  adult  with  3 downy  chicks  at  Beeston  Regis  Oct  1 5th,  pair  nested  and 
raised  4 young  in  a Lawsons  Cypress  over  2 metres  above  ground  in  a Blakeney  garden  without 
a pond,  and  at  Holme  one  climbed  a rcedmace  stem  and  ate  the  entire  seed  head  in  seconds. 
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Coot 

Common  resident  and  winter  visitor 
Peak  numbers  at  regularly  counted  sites: 


Fulica  atra 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

65 

12 

20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

34 

26 

34 

Holme 

225 

313 

122 

46 

29 

73 

52 

94 

141 

147 

105 

165 

Titchwell 

- 

32 

- 

29 

42 

45 

25 

- 

« 

_ 

. 

Holkham  NNR 

67 

151 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

30 

74 

Cley 

36 

52 

37 

38 

20 

36 

31 

44 

15 

20 

31 

21 

Salthouse 

39 

41 

28 

23 

- 

15 

31 

20 

- 

19 

- 

. 

Hickling  Broad 

- 

400 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

472 

800 

2000 

- 

Barton  Broad 

- 

- 

72 

56 

38 

62 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

no 

Bemey 

517 

571 

346 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

100 

Buckenham 

31 

- 

48 

43 

- 

- 

- 

- 

23 

48 

17 

35 

Strumpshaw 

108 

- 

60 

39 

- 

- 

- 

120 

158 

200 

219 

Whitlingham  CP 

279 

- 

111 

- 

39 

48 

97 

200 

232 

260 

269 

Welney 

396 

526 

259 

134 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

138 

178 

National  importance  (winter):  1100 

Other  counts  exceeding  100:  Jan  430  Hardley  Flood,  365  Holkham  Park  Lake,  220  Potter 
Heigham,  1 1 1 Gunton  Park;  March  220  Holkham  Park  Lake;  Aug  120  Ormesby  Broad,  1 10 
Hockwold  Washes;  Nov  220  Martham  Broad,  214  Ormesby  Broad;  Dec  275  Martham  Broad, 
1 10  Ranworth  Broad. 

Breeding  pairs  included  Holkham  NNR  143  (no  change),  Strumpshaw  48,  Ormesby 
Broad  37,  Welney  35  and  Holme  23. 

Notable  events:  Jan  one  with  white  belly  and  chest  at  Denver,  March  a semi-albino  at 
Pentney,  Aug  one  on  sea  off  Blakeney  Point. 


Common  Crane  (Phil  Jones) 

Common  Crane  Grus  grits 

Resident  colony  in  Broads  since  1979;  some  records  may  relate  to  continental  migrants 
Lip  to  13  adults  and  2 juvs  seen  during  first  winter  period  and  in  second  winter  period  up  to  17 
adults  and  3 juvs. 

Breeding:  one  pair  fledged  2 young,  and  another  pair  one  young. 
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Away  from  regular  areas  in  east  of  county,  wandering  birds  (or  possible  migrants): 
unusually  one  Edgefield  Feb  3rd,  then  movement  started  March  6th  with  one  disappearing  out 
to  sea  Winterton,  one  north  Dereham  9th,  3 Blakeney  18th/19th,  2 Cley-Beeston 
Regis-Aylmerton  April  3rd,  3 Aylmerton-Holme-south  12th,  one  in  off  sea  Overstrand  15th, 
one  high  over  Yarmouth  29th,  3 Caister-Winterton  May  3rd  then  Trimingham 
-Aylmerton-Titchwell  4th,  3 Blakeney  area  15th  and  one  east  Wensum  Valley  Watch  Point 
June  5th.  One  Lopham  Fen  Oct  3rd  and  5 Sculthorpe  Dec  10th  were  the  only  autumn 
wanderers. 


Oystercatcher  Haematopus  ostralegus 

Common  winter  visitor,  passage  migrant  and  breeder 
All  sites  holding  500  or  more: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

5700 

6440 

3175 

2500 

1532 

1132 

2600 

6970 

4623 

4988 

425 

2577 

Holme 

391 

593 

539 

268 

379 

247 

75 

509 

355 

848 

40 

141 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr  1073 

1041 

757 

675 

370 

385 

414 

834 

1007 

878 

1040 

744 

Wells  Hbr 

360 

458 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

632 

500 

460 

245 

Warham  Greens 

337 

74 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

283 

- 

- 

88 

663 

Stiffkey  SM 

244 

273 

275 

263 

260 

274 

- 

453 

791 

- 

347 

198 

Blakeney  Hbr 

- 

- 

200 

239 

436 

101 

195 

1070 

750 

115 

44 

111 

National  importance  (winter):  3600 

The  Snettisham  mean  count  was  only  3555  (4424  in  2002),  although  the  Nov  count  effected  it 
noticeably.  The  only  other  site  holding  more  than  500  was  Terrington  with  1050  Jan. 

Better  breeding  coverage  this  year  with  total  of  496  pairs  (386  in  2002)  on  coastal  sites 
(beaches  and  grazing  marshes):  Snettisham  Beach  27  (18),  Ken  Hill  8,  Holme 
Beach/Saltmarshes  15,  Holme  GM  13,  Brancaster  11,  Scolt  Head  108  (109)  fledged  30-40 
young,  Holkham  Beach  57  (57),  Holkham  GM  41  (39),  Blakeney  Point  154  (140)  only  2 young 
fledged,  Scratby  2,  Caister  4,  Yarmouth  3. 

Inland  a total  of  58  pairs  at  26  sites  (39  at  16  in  2002):  Alby,  Bayfield  Hall,  Filby  Broad, 
Flitcham,  Gooderstone  5,  Great  Cressingham,  Great  Ryburgh  (brood),  Haddiscoe  5,  Hoveton 
Hall,  Mautby  (brood),  Narborough  2,  Oulton,  Ormseby  Broad,  Ormseby  St  Margaret  2, 
Repps-with-Bastwick  2,  Saxthorpe  3,  Sculthorpe,  Snettisham  Park  Farm  2,  Sparham  Pools  2 
(pair  successful),  Stanford  TA  7,  Swanton  Morley  2,  Watton,  Welney  4 (pair  successful),  West 
Somerton  3,  Wighton  (brood),  mid-Yare  RSPB  5.  Although  fledging  success  minimal  most 
years,  populations  generally  stable.  The  tiny  hatching  success  on  Blakeney  Point  was  due  to 
egg  predation  by  Common  Gulls. 

At  Sculthorpe  nesting  on  the  flat  roof  of  old  air  base  hanger  occurred  again. 

Visible  spring  migration  only  noted  from  Scolt  Head  where  (all  east)  36  April  1 1th,  55 
21st,  25  27th  and  39  May  8th.  During  autumn,  10  north  Caister  Aug  8th  and  21  west 
Sheringham  Aug  3 1 st  only  counts. 

The  usual  Albino  bird  back  at  Scolt  Head  from  Sept  19th  to  year  end,  and  another  at 
Beechamwell  March  24th. 
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Black-winged  Stilt  Himantopus  himantopus 

Vagrant  from  southern  Europe,  has  bred 

The  Titchwell  individual  stayed  for  its  eleventh  year,  making  visits  to  Holme  May  2nd  and 
June  28th,  and  causing  much  consternation  at  the  Scolt  Head  temery  April  26th  and  June  24th. 


Avocet 

Breeding  summer  visitor,  increasing  in  winter 
Monthly  max  at  main  sites: 


Recurvirostra  avosetta 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Holme 

1 

- 

26 

29 

49 

24 

12 

1 

2 

_ 

Titchwell 

- 

27 

140 

88 

77 

75 

82 

51 

55 

6 

8 

Holkham 

- 

- 

- 

80 

- 

- 

_ 

. 

Cley 

20 

77 

222 

193 

218 

190 

230 

56 

7 

9 

21 

28 

Breydon/Bemey 

*186 

210 

219 

130 

46 

144 

*941 

*1069 

769 

241 

188 

*268 

Hickling 

- 

- 

61 

63 

46 

9 

25 

10 

11 

. 

- 

Welney 

- 

- 

73 

83 

80 

86 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

* The  first  winter  period  saw  Jan  record  at  Breydon  broken  again. 
In  the  Wash  260  Ousemouth  March  1st  only  notable  count. 


Numbers  of  breeding  pairs  increased  for  a fourth  successive  year  with  397  at  14  sites.  Success 
recorded  at  7 sites  with  269  pairs  fledging  134-136  young.  As  usual  the  better-keepered  sites 
produced  the  most  young  while  others  had  complete  failures.  Predators  at  egg  and  chick  stage 


included  Coot  and  Kestrel. 

However,  this  apart,  the  population 

in  Norfolk  continues  to 

increase  and  spread. 

1993  1994 

1995 

1996 

1997  1998 

7999 

2000 

2001 

2002 

2003 

Prs  1 74  209 

214 

203 

181  252-267 

186 

279-309 

359-364 

381-383 

397 

Sites  n/a  n/a 

10 

11 

13  16 

11 

14 

16 

14 

14 

The  summer  saw  records  tumble  again  at  Breydon  (and  for  Norfolk)  with  941  July  1st  and 
1 069  Aug  1 1 th. 

Other  records  included  single  Hardley  Flood  March  24th.  2 Hockwold  Washes  April  6th 
and  June  6th,  Whitlingham  CP  April  13th.  2 south-east  Roydon  Common  May  31st  and  one 
Pentney  GP  Aug  1 1th.  The  only  migration  recorded,  2 west  Sheringham  May  27th  and  4 west 
Oct  27th. 


Stone  Curlew  Burhinus  oedicnemus 

Breeding  summer  visitor,  mainly  to  Breaks 

First  records  from  Brecks  March  1st,  Gooderstone  5th  and  Hilborough  1 1th.  Most  arrived  in 
early  April  with  some  overshoots  or  wanderers  to  the  coast:  Sheringham  April  25th,  Titchwell 
May  19th-21st,  Winterton  June  9th  and  Scolt  Head  June  24th. 

In  Norfolk/Suffolk  Brecks  total  of  165  pairs  fledged  129  young  (0.78  young/pr)  a little 
above  the  rate  to  sustain  the  population,  with  95  pairs  in  Norfolk  fledging  84  young.  A further 
8 pairs  bred  north  of  the  Brecks. 

Late  summer/autumn  flocks  included  1 3 Weeting  Heath  July  3 1 st.  In  autumn  a migrant  at 
Horsey AVaxham  Sept  7th.  Latest  Gooderstone  Dec  3rd. 
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Stone  Curlews  (Marlin  Woodcock) 


Little  Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  dubius 

Breeding  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant 

Early  arrivals  Cley  March  11th  and  Pentney  GP  13th;  most  from  late  March/early  April. 
Spring  visible  migration  included  one  in  off  sea  Horsey /Winterton  April  14th  and  east  Holme 
21st. 

Breeding  very  similar  to  last  year  with  27  pairs  (26  in  2002)  at  1 1 sites  ( 1 3 in  2002):  north 
coast  2 pairs;  Broads  5 pairs  at  3 sites;  inland  5 pairs  at  4 sites;  Fens  12  pairs  at  2 sites.  Where 
success  known  19  pairs  fledged  at  least  25  young,  most  coming  from  a fenland  site  where  10 
pairs  fledged  16  young  (all  nests  protected  with  cages  as  last  year). 

Concentrations  of  5 or  more  included:  Cley  8 July  7th,  7 12th,  9 21st,  6 Aug  5th  and  10 
8th;  Hickling  Broad  1 1 July  6th,  9 7th,  14  21st  and  5 24th;  Welney  14  July  14th,  6 Aug  3rd  and 
8 16th.  Only  visible  migration  one  west  Sheringham  Aug  9th.  Latest  Titchwell  Sept  20th/2 1st. 


Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  hiaticula 

Breeding  summer  visitor,  passage  migrant,  and  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers 
Most  regularly  counted  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jan 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham  - 

1 

25 

37 

- 

18 

65 

350 

26 

19 

- 

5 

Holme 

40 

30 

104 

58 

70 

50 

14 

266 

187 

94 

6 

13 

Titehwell 

- 

8 

23 

30 

26 

28 

18 

45 

20 

16 

62 

40 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

64 

64 

80 

309 

70 

171 

992 

535 

111 

80 

34 

Stiffkey  SM 

- 

14 

31 

3 

168 

19 

- 

61 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Blakeney  Hbr 

- 

- 

- 

18 

27 

36 

35 

345 

162 

37 

- 

10 

Breydon/Bemey 

103 

77 

39 

35 

213 

30 

40 

247 

213 

158 

86 

111 

National  importance:  290  (winter),  300  (passage) 

Apart  from  Scolt  Head  and  Breydon/Bemey  in  April/May  tundrae  birds  at  Snettisham  where 
16  June  1st  and  18  19th. 
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Sardinian  Warbler  - seen  in  March  at  Hunstanton,  possibly  the  same  bird  seen  in  October  2002.  (Akm  Tate) 


Sardinian  Warbler  - a different  individual  found  at  Beeston  Bump.  (Julian  Bhalerao) 


Serin  - remarkably  two  pairs  bred  in  Norfolk  in  2003  including  this  male  at  Holkham.  (Alan  Tate) 
Long-eared  Owl  - this  bird  made  a brief  appearance  at  Denmark  House,  Weyboume.  (Julian  Bhalerao) 


Green  Sandpiper  - a common  passage  migrant  photographed  at  Weyboume.  (Julian  Bhalerao) 


Although  coverage  better  than  last  year  still  a poor  breeding  year  with  1 72  pairs  at  14  sites. 
Totals  included;  Holme  25  (1-2  young  fledged),  Titchwell  14,  Brancaster  7,  Scolt  Head  54 
(40-50  fledged),  Holkham  NNR  35,  Blakeney  Point  18  (3  fledged),  Weyboume  1, 
Happisburgh  7 (all  hatched  young),  California  1,  Caister  1. 

Inland  very  few  reported  with  7 pairs  at  3 sites:  Gooderstone  5,  and  singles  at  Narborough 
and  Welney. 

Hatching  success  again  poor;  predation  from  Common  Gulls,  ground  predators.  Kestrels 
taking  young,  and  regular  disturbance  from  holiday  makers  and  their  dogs  made  fledging  totals 
pitiful.  The  relatively  undisturbed  Scolt  Head  is  one  of  the  few  sites  that  offers  this  species 
some  future.  At  last  survey  in  1993  Holme,  Scolt  Head,  Holkham  NNR  and  Blakeney  Point 
held  238  pairs,  this  year  only  131! 

Autumn  gatherings  relatively  poor  compared  with  last  year,  Scolt  Head  still  attracting 
most  in  Aug.  Visible  migration  only  noted  Sheringham  in  Oct  where  (west)  27  3rd  and  1 8 4th. 

Kentish  Plover  Charadrius  alexandrinus 

Scarce  but  annual  passage  migrant,  mostly  in  spring;  rare  inland 

Two  records;  single  females  Bemey  April  16th  and  Holkham  Bay  June  16th. 

Dotterel  Charadrius  morirtellus 

Scarce  but  annual  passage  migrant;  has  over-wintered 

In  spring  two  Paston  April  23rd/24th  and  one  Bacton  25th.  In  autumn  during  Sept  singles 
Brancaster  Hbr  2nd,  west  Sheringham  1 6th,  west  Scolt  Head  1 8th  and  Paston  25th.  In  Oct  west 
Blakeney  Point  1 2th. 

American  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  dominica 

Very  rare  vagrant 

The  third  county  record,  a moulting  adult  at  Breydon  Oct  12th- 19th  (PRA  et  al).  The  second 
record  for  the  site,  and  both  found  by  the  same  observer! 

Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  apricaria 

Passage  migrant  and  increasing  winter  visitor 
Most  regularly  counted  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

4000 

350 

750 

1 

330 

580 

1450 

555 

740 

Holme 

1500 

800 

150 

70 

140 

300 

- 

90 

200 

Titchwell 

2200 

500 

500 

13 

200 

150 

350 

1300 

5000 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

1800 

812 

- 

- 

1000 

1500 

1000 

1000 

- 

Blakeney  Hbr 

3000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1250 

2200 

1000 

Breydon 

7610 

2059 

1600 

1 

1300 

1457 

3190 

3000 

9220 

National  importance  (winter):  2500 

Counts  from  the  north  coast  should  be  used  with  caution  as  much  interchange  takes  place  betw'een  these 
sites  and  those  just  inland. 

Other  than  those  tabulated  the  following  17  sites  (10  in  2002)  had  2000  or  more:  Alby  Hill 
2000  Aug,  Bressingham  3100  Oct,  Burnham  Overy  GM  2500  Jan.  Caston  2500  Oct.  Choseley 
5000  Oct,  Cley  3000  Dec,  Dickleburgh  10,000  Nov,  East  Tuddenham  2000  Jan,  Fincham  2200 
March,  Great  Cressingham  2000  March.  Great  Ellingham  4000  Jan,  Long  Stratton  2000  Nov, 
Potter  Heigham  2500  Feb,  2100  Dec,  Sculthorpe  Airfield  2000  Oct.  Tivetshall  2500  Dec, 
Walcott  2000  Dec,  Welney  2234  March,  3500  Dec.  Counts  of  1000  or  more  at  5 other  sites  (9 
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in  2002):  Clippesby  Hill  1550  Nov,  Hainford  1000  Nov,  Holkham  NNR  1528  Dec,  Lading 
1500  Nov,  Shipdham  1000  Dec. 

Latest  spring  records  Scolt  Head  May  29th  and  June  3rd.  Returning  birds  back 
Breydon/Bemey  June  16th  (adult)  and  27th  (juv),  with  also  2 Scolt  Head  latter  date.  In  July 
peak  counts  of  85  Breydon  20th  and  80  Brancaster  Hbr  3 1st.  Subsequent  movements  130  west 
Cley  Aug  9th  and  south  at  Hunstanton  Cliffs  193  (2  hrs  30  mins)  Nov  5th  and  227  (3  hrs)  Nov 
13th. 

Cold  weather  movement  noted  at  Sheringham  where  650  west  Feb  1st  and  630  west  Nov 
30th. 

At  Aylmerton  an  individual  Sept-Nov  showing  ‘Willet’  type  wing  markings  and  white 
comers  to  tail;  first  noted  when  a Ist-year  in  Aug  1999. 


Grey  Plover  (John  Geeson) 

Grey  Plover  Pluvialis  squatarola 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
Regularly  counted  sites  holding  200+  birds: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

250 

192 

750 

3200 

2093 

265 

1900 

2500 

2500 

468 

550 

Holme 

423 

447 

448 

172 

118 

35 

123 

416 

196 

140 

160 

Titchwell 

205 

114 

123 

137 

70 

46 

330 

317 

80 

22 

80 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

185 

243 

207 

407 

373 

13 

392 

348 

326 

285 

345 

Warham  Greens 

136 

103 

- 

- 

- 

12 

- 

94 

177 

240 

Stiffkey  SM 

449 

85 

503 

118 

53 

- 

342 

250 

- 

198 

270 

International  importance  (winter):  1500;  National  importance  (winter):  430 

The  only  other  site  holding  200  or  more  was  Blakeney  Hbr  with  204  Sept  28th. 

Inland  at  Welney  March  24th/25th,  29th,  April  25th;  at  Hickling  Broad  3 April  1 7th,  and 
singles  May  17th,  23rd  and  31st,  and  Aug  8th  with  3 Oct  1st.  Elsewhere  Buckenham  March 
30th,  Hockwold  Washes  April  1 1th  and  Dickleburgh  Dec  31st. 

Westerly  migration  noted  in  spring  Scolt  Head  where  18  May  4th  and  in  autumn 
Sheringham  where  10  Aug  25th  and  15  31st. 
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Lapwing 

P assage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  declining  breeder 
Most  regularly  counted  sites: 


Vanellus  vanellus 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Jul 

Aur 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

1240 

665 

- 

92 

80 

- 

» 

Holme 

305 

1137 

200 

63 

80 

3 

9 

8 

180 

110 

Titchwell 

683 

675 

- 

- 

36 

23 

203 

910 

553 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

3000 

- 

- 

- 

66 

97 

77 

100 

2500 

3900 

Holkham  NNR 

864 

1000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

129 

- 

881 

Breydon/Bemey 

14610 

12110 

1202 

116 

120 

200 

483 

800 

7317 

15890 

Buckenham/Cantley 

6000 

673 

320 

- 

390 

- 

1000 

384 

900 

Welney 

2410 

1424 

862 

- 

- 

- 

350 

2000 

6520 

International  and  National  importance  (winter):  20,000 

Other  counts  of  1000  or  more  down  again  and  from  only  9 sites  compared  with  12  last  year: 
Cley  1235  Nov,  1 130  Dec,  Horsey  1500  Jan,  Ongar  Hill  2100  Feb,  Potter  Heigham  1000  Feb, 
Stokesby  with  Herringby  1000  Feb,  Tasburgh  1000  Dec,  Walcott  1000  Feb,  Wiggenhall  St 
Germans  1600  Jan. 

Cold  weather  westerly  movements  noted  inland  at  Roydon  147  Jan  7th,  and  more 
typically  Sheringham  250  Feb  1st  and  276  2nd.  Early  spring  birds  leaving  eastwards  with  350 
Paston  March  1st  and  530  Winterton  2nd. 

Breeding  coverage  slightly  improved  on  last  year.  Another  dry  spring  did  not  help 
females  attain  good  condition  in  April,  and  with  predation  by  ground  predators  (namely  foxes) 
hatching  and  fledging  success  was  poor.  A total  of  835  pairs  (730-730  in  2002)  were  reported 
from  30  sites  (with  last  year’s  figures  where  applicable):  north  coast  Ken  Hill  51,  Holme  45 
(25),  Titchwell  2,  Holkham  NNR  259  (216)  fledged  80-90  young  (75-80),  Kelling  WM  1; 
Broads  Bemey  63  (80)  very  few  young  fledged  (none),  mid-Yare  RSPB  85  (106),  Haddiscoe 
10  (12),  Horsey  2,  Horsey AVinterton  4,  Martham  4 (5),  Repps-with-Bastwick  2 (2), 
Whitlingham  CP  6;  Brecks  Gooderstone/Hilborough  50  (50),  Shadwell  10,  Stanford  TA  29 
(11-13),  Weeting  Heath  8 (8);  Fens  Welney  154  (147);  inland CasiXc  Acre  4,  Crimplesham  GP 
3,  East  Tuddenham  1,  Narborough  25  (24),  Pentney  GP  2 (2),  Roydon  Common  1 (1), 
Snettisham  Park  Farm  1 , Stibbard  3,  Tattersett  6 (9),  Wighton  4.  Appropriate  predator  control 
clearly  benefits  this  species,  a recent  experiment  by  the  RSPB  at  Bemey  has  shown  a steady 
increase  in  its  population  and  then  a decline  when  it  was  stopped  from  2001-03  (see  table 
below).  Fortunately  control  of  foxes  has  now  resumed. 

Berney  RSPB  1997^ J998 1999  2000  2001 2002  2003 

Noofprs  55  85  " 108  129  117  80  68 

Other  well-keepered  sites  stable,  notably  Holkham  NNR,  Narborough, 
Gooderstone/Hilborough  and  Welney. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  50%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  6 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

In  summer  post  breeding  movement  noted  at  Beeston  Bump  where  1-2  west  5 dates  May 
5th-27th;  at  Scolt  Head  (all  west)  58  June  22nd,  142  July  8th  and  467  10th. 

Autumn  arrivals  from  Sept  14th  but  largest  numbers  late  Oct  and  Nov.  At  Hunstanton 
Cliffs  (all  south)  379  (2  hrs)  Oct  14th,  882  (6  hrs  30  mins)  27th  and  1865  (2  hrs  30  mins)  Nov 
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6th.  At  Holme  (all  west)  in  Nov  614  25th,  404  28th  and  456  29th.  Elsewhere  215  west  Scolt 
Head  Oct  13th  and  550  west  Sheringham  Oct  27th. 

Knot  Calidris  canutus 

Passage  migrant,  winter  visitor  and  non-breeding  summer  visitor 
Monthly  max  at  main  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

9200 

8000  30000  15700 

1100 

850 

10050 

1000  15000  45000 

8275 

10100 

Holme 

430 

18 

- 

4 

- 

146 

- 

9500  30000  35620 

- 

501 

Thomham  Hbr 

22 

550 

61 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3000 

170 

- 

Titchwell 

539 

566 

54 

4 

- 

35 

- 

1375 

516 

1290 

12 

20 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr  1 1 00 

145 

12 

85 

55 

12 

31 

272 

285 

220 

220 

800 

Wells  Hbr 

40 

240 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

104 

- 

54 

230 

2400 

Warham  SM 

7250 

400 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

- 

80 

408 

3700 

Stiffkey  SM 

700 

48 

233 

68 

1 

- 

1 

27 

100 

106 

94 

101 

Breydon/Bemey 

444 

185 

102 

20 

4 

18 

10 

26 

49 

62 

133 

283 

International  importance  (winter):  3500;  National  importance  (winter):  2900 

From  1999-2003  autumn  numbers  in  Wash  and  using  Holme  have  remained  relatively  stable  at 
between  35-45,000,  whilst  winter  numbers  remained  low  for  second  consecutive  year. 

Best  counts  elsewhere:  Terrington  Admiralty  Point  7500  Jan,  Burnham  Overy  Hbr  800 
Nov,  and  Blakeney  Hbr  1250  Jan  and  250  March. 

Movements  in  autumn  poor  when  west  (unless  stated):  July  141  Scolt  Head  30th;  Aug  53 
Sheringham  23rd,  57  Scolt  Head  and  36  Walcott  30th,  28  Sheringham  31st;  Sept  25  east 
Weyboume  9th,  63  Scolt  Head  23rd;  Oct  60  Scolt  Head  21st;  Nov  1000  Scolt  Head  12th. 

Apart  from  one  Welney  Nov  7th  and  1 7th,  all  other  inland  records  Hickling  Broad  where  9 
April  1 9th  and  on  many  dates  July  1 6th-Oct  9th,  when  3 July  27th,  6 Aug  8th  and  3 30th,  and  3 
Sept  2nd. 

Sanderling  Calidris  alba 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
Monthly  max  at  main  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

200 

105 

- 

- 

1100 

250 

305 

140 

250 

30 

40 

65 

Holme 

352 

145 

359 

244 

484 

5 

20 

308 

136 

215 

12 

46 

Thomham  Hbr 

152 

450 

14 

85 

49 

17 

100 

23 

- 

3 

94 

4 

Titchwell 

97 

751 

29 

108 

1 

17 

100 

35 

150 

- 

62 

60 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

18 

37 

23 

81 

272 

35 

285 

516 

419 

103 

47 

45 

Burnham  Overy  Hbr 

80 

2 

23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

36 

87 

210 

70 

10 

Holkham  Bay 

35 

186 

- 

3 

70 

- 

29 

60 

- 

- 

12 

49 

Wells  Hbr 

80 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

210 

70 

10 

Stiffkey  SM 

60 

29 

8 

19 

- 

- 

- 

14 

- 

- 

136 

175 

International  importance:  1000  (winter);  National  importance:  230 

Note  the  high  counts  during  the  first  winter  period  Holme-Titchwell  and  the  relatively  poor 
autumn  passage. 

Highest  counts  away  from  most  regularly  counted  sites:  Ousemouth  70  May,  Brancaster 
62  Aug,  Warham  SM  70  Oct,  Blakeney  Hbr  25  May,  69  July,  35  Aug  and  30  Sept,  Cley  26 
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June,  and  Yamiouth  20  Aug.  Numbers  remained  low  at  Breydon  where  year’s  highest  count 
1 1 Feb. 

Light  westerly  passage  noted  along  coast  Aug  when  15  Sheringham  17th,  26  Blakeney 
Point  26th,  and  17  Sheringham  and  15  West  Runton  31st. 

Apart  from  one  Welney  Aug  8th  all  other  inland  records  Hickling  Broad  where  one  May 
10th  and  4 3 1st,  one  June  6th  and  5 Aug  17th. 

First  juv  of  autumn  Breydon  Aug  15th. 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper  Calidris  pusilla 

Vagrant  from  North  America 

A juv  Breydon/Bemey  Sept  26th  (PRA  AGr  BWJ),  was  only  the  fifth  county  record  and  first 
since  one  Hickling  Broad  May  1992. 

Little  Stint  Calidt  ■is  mimtla 

Double  passage  migrant  in  fluctuating  numbers 

Recorded  in  Jan  for  third  consecutive  year  when  one  Snettisham  12th.  Subsequently  Hickling 
Broad  April  3rd,  but  passage  during  rest  of  spring  almost  non-existent  with  2 Breydon  May 
1 1th/ 12th  and  2 Cley  May  20th  and  30th.  In  June  3 Cley  3rd  and  singles  4th  and  14th,  3 
Hickling  Broad  10th  and  one  24th/25th,  and  2 Breydon  6th  and  one  24th. 

First  of  autumn  4 Cley  July  1 6th  with  singles  there  1 8th  and  27th;  elsewhere  during  rest  of 
month  2 Scolt  Head  2 1 st,  5 22nd-30th  and  6 3 1 st,  and  singles  Snettisham  1 8th,  Titchwell  30th 
and  Breydon  27th.  Passage  during  rest  of  autumn  very  poor,  in  Aug  just  1-2  Snettisham, 
Titchwell,  Scolt  Head,  Cley,  Breydon  and  Hickling  Broad,  when  also  2 north  Walcott  25th  and 
one  west  Mundesley  3 1 st.  Little  improvement  in  numbers  during  Sept  when  best  counts  4 Cley 
14th  and  18th,  and  Titchwell  19th/20th,  3 Hickling  Broad  and  Welney  16th- 18th,  and  singles 
Holme,  Hockwold  Washes  and  Wissington  BF.  Only  records  during  rest  of  autumn  2 
Snettisham  Oct  1st  and  singles  3rd  and  14th,  3 Titchwell  Oct  1st,  4 3rd,  2 5th  and  singles  17th 
and  Nov  6th;  last  of  year  Cley  Dec  3rd. 

Temminck’s  Stint  Calidris  temminckii 

Passage  migrant,  more  frequent  in  spring 

Like  many  passage  waders  spring  passage  poor  with  first  Cley  April  16th-20th  and  in  May 
singles  Hickling  Broad  4th,  Welney  12th  and  28th,  and  at  Stiffkey  Fen  14th,  4 16th- 18th.  5 
19th.  3 20th  and  6 23rd. 

Autumn  passage  also  light,  during  Aug  singles  Titchwell  3rd.  Welney  1 7th-20th.  Cantley 
BF  18th/ 19th  and  Blakeney  Point  25th  with  same  bird  at  Cley  later  in  day. 

White-rumped  Sandpiper  Calidris  fuscicollis 

Vagrant  from  North  America 

Two  records  with  singles  Cley  June  23rd  (RGM  et  af)  and  Hickling  Broad  July  22nd-27th  (PJH 
AJK  et  al).  The  June  record  was  only  the  second  for  that  month,  the  previous  at  Holme  June 
29th  1989. 

Baird’s  Sandpiper  Calidris  bairdii 

Vagrant  from  North  America 

One  Salthouse  Sept  8th  (RCo  et  al)  was  the  first  since  1999. 
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Pectoral  Sandpiper  Calidris  melanotos 

Almost  annual  autumn  vagrant  from  North  America/Siberia;  rare  in  spring 


Pectoral  Sandpiper  (Richard  Johnson) 

A record  year  with  18-20  recorded,  all  in  autumn  apart  from  one  Cley  May  3rd.  In  autumn 
singles  Snettisham  July  29th/30th,  with  2 3 1st- Aug  8th,  Scolt  Head  Sept  13th,  Cley  July 
19th-25th,  Aug  4th-8th  (possibly  taken  by  Sparrowhawk),  13th-20th  and  Sept  6th,  Kelling 
WM  Sept  22nd-Oct  4th,  west  Sheringham  Sept  23rd,  Hickling  Broad  Aug  24th-Sept  2nd, 
8th/9th,  Sept  23rd-Oct  2nd,  How  Hill  2 Aug  28th  and  2 Sept  4th,  Breydon  Sept  18th,  Cantley 
BF  Sept  1 6th,  20th/2 1 st,  30th/Oct  1 st,  Hockwold  Washes  Sept  1 4th-2 1 st  and  Welney  Oct  27th. 
2003  saw  unprecedented  numbers  throughout  the  UK  most,  if  not  all,  presumably  arrived  via 
an  easterlv  route  rather  than  across  the  Atlantic. 


Annual  totals 


Years  1984,  1999  and  2003  stand  out  as  the  best  years  with  totals  of  15,  17  and  18 
respectively,  1959  was  the  last  year  this  species  failed  to  appear  in  the  county. 

2002  Addition:  one  Welney  July  27th  brings  that  year’s  total  to  1 1 . 
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Curlew  Sandpiper  Calidris  ferruginea 

Autumn  passage  migrant  in  fluctuating  numbers;  scarce  in  spring 
Passage  in  spring  light,  first  April  when  one  Hickling  Broad  17th-22nd,  2 23rd  and  one 
24th-26th,  3 Cley  23rd  and  one  Breydon/Bemey  28th.  In  May  4 Breydon  1 8th,  2 8th- 1 3th  and 
singles  3rd  and  21st-22nd,  2 Cley  2nd/3rd,  2 Hickling  Broad  4th,  and  singles  Snettisham  1 1th 
and  Holme  14th.  In  June  one  Hickling  Broad  1st  with  2 14th  and  singles  Titchwell  lst-5th, 
Cley  16th,  Buckenham  22nd  and  Breydon  28thy29th. 

First  of  autumn  during  second  half  of  July  when  highest  counts  7 Snettisham  17th  and  6 
1 8th,  6 Cley  1 8th  and  4 2 1 st,  6 Hickling  Broad  1 6th  and  3 24th-3 1 st,  4 Scolt  Head  30th  and  5 
31st,  5 Breydon  17th  and  one  Stiffkey  Fen  18th.  Passage  numbers  during  Aug  poor  with 
records  from  just  5 sites  including  up  to  1 1 Titchwell,  8 Breydon,  7 Snettisham  and  Hickling 
Broad,  and  4 Cley.  First  juvs  also  noted  during  month  at  Breydon  18th  and  Hickling  Broad 
23rd.  Birds  more  widespread  during  Sept  but  counts  generally  disappointing,  peaks:  1 1 Cley 
1 1th  and  18th/ 19th,  and  Breydon  1 1th  and  22nd;  8 Hickling  Broad  4th,  Titchwell  10th  and 
17th;  3 Holme  7th,  Welney  1 lth/12th,  Snettisham  13th,  and  Scolt  Head  13th  and  21st.  Last  of 
autumn  during  Oct  when  2 Cley  2nd  and  one  29th,  and  singles  Titchwell  3rd/4th  and  7th.  and 
Breydon  1 1th. 


Purple  Sandpiper  Calidris  maritima 

Passage  migrant  and  declining  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers 

Numbers  wintering  in  county  remained  very  low.  Peak  monthly  counts  at  main  sites: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Heacham/Hunstanton  222--  --11-- 

Titchwell  1 3 2 1 - - - 1 1 1 1 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr  112  3 2 - 1 1 2 - - 

Eccles  8618-  ---44- 


In  addition  to  listed  sites  (singles  unless  stated);  Snettisham  Oct.  Holme  Sept  and  Oct, 
Thomham  Feb,  Blakeney  Point  Aug  and  2 Sept.  Cley  Aug,  Sept  and  Nov,  Salthouse  Oct, 
Sheringham  Jan  and  Oct,  Cromer  Sept,  Mundesley  Dec,  Happisburgh  2 Jan.  Walcott  Aug, 
Waxham  6 Jan  and  2 Nov,  Caister  Nov,  Yarmouth  Oct  and  Gorleston  Oct. 

Last  of  spring  2 Scolt  Head  May  19th  and  one  Yarmouth  24th.  with  first  returning  bird  an 
exceptionally  early  individual  Eccles/Sea  Palling  June  27th-July  6th,  but  no  others  until 
singles  Blakeney  Point  and  Cley  Aug  9th.  The  June  bird  at  Eccles  was  only  sixth  county  record 
for  that  month  and  first  since  1977. 

Offshore  passage  once  again  noted  most  during  autumn,  apart  from  singles  south  Walcott 
Jan  13th  and  west  Sheringham  Feb  2nd.  West  in  autumn:  Aug  Sheringham  9th,  Walcott  29th; 
Sept  Scolt  Head  21st,  4 Blakeney  Point,  one  Sheringham  and  4 Mundesley  28th;  Oct 
Overstrand  3rd,  2 Scolt  Head  and  5 Sheringham  5th,  Overstrand  9th.  Scolt  Head  19th  and  2 
Sheringham  25th. 
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Dunlin  Calidris  alpina 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  non-breeders  in  summer 
Peak  counts  at  main  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

4100 

2375 

4030 

- 

1940 

50 

8630 

11690 

7000 

7100 

2352 

2200 

Holme 

1262 

1009 

472 

20 

40 

- 

31 

170 

177 

292 

98 

687 

Thomham 

342 

1850 

125 

- 

- 

- 

35 

12 

- 

8 

70 

93 

Titchwell 

1230 

2060 

128 

43 

3 

- 

19 

204 

68 

115 

2 

123 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr  1 000 

502 

550 

812 

739 

23 

1050 

1300 

947 

791 

785 

854 

Burnham  Overy  Hbr 

25 

328 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

97 

37 

- 

35 

- 

Wells  Hbr 

400 

340 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

94 

- 

230 

305 

360 

Warham  SM 

870 

450 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

- 

280 

1101 

540 

Stiffkey  SM 

450 

268 

225 

117 

307 

7 

- 

37 

47 

- 

356 

603 

Blakeney  Hbr 

2000 

1000 

- 

25 

100 

5 

1010 

213 

181 

9 

- 

158 

Cley 

39 

148 

23 

44 

46 

- 

250 

600 

365 

46 

63 

100 

Breydon/Bemey 

3869 

3457 

3367 

2359 

1634 

9 

439 

600 

793 

1457 

3027 

4100 

International  importance  (winter):  14,000;  National  importance  (winter):  5300 

Highest  counts  elsewhere:  Holkham  GM  560  Jan  and  172  Feb;  Hickling  Broad  48  May,  18 
June,  75  July  and  260  Aug;  Buckenham  15  March;  Welney  67  Feb,  277  March  and  65  Dec. 

At  Scolt  Head  only  absent  June  3rd- 14th,  marking  end  of  spring  passage  and  start  of 
autumn  movement,  first  juv  there  July  8th. 

Offshore  passage  light,  best  counts  Scolt  Head  where  (all  west)  42  May  4th,  43  July  30th, 
1 15  Aug  25th  and  69  Sept  22nd.  Elsewhere:  64  north  Walcott  Sept  2nd  and  55  north  12th,  71 
west  Sheringham  Oct  5th  and  28  west  Holme  Oct  8th. 

At  Scolt  Head  an  albino  Aug  2nd  and  a leucistic  bird  Hickling  Broad  Aug  23rd-Sept  7th. 

Ruff  Philomachus  pugnax 

Double  passage  migrant;  small  numbers  over-winter;  has  bred 
Monthly  peak  counts  at  main  sites: 


Jan 

Feb  Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Holme 

3 

8 

4 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

40 

Titchwell 

162 

60 

40 

4 

- 

11 

43 

200 

108 

173 

201 

72 

Stiffkey  Fen 

- 

- 

45 

50 

- 

- 

11 

60 

60 

2 

- 

- 

Cley 

- 

32 

48 

60 

8 

10 

70 

79 

5 

3 

4 

27 

Hickling  Broad 

- 

- 

- 

20 

- 

- 

38 

52 

60 

- 

- 

18 

Breydon/Bemey 

55 

30 

34 

38 

14 

15 

100 

80 

14 

- 

- 

31 

Cantley  before 

- 

28 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

46 

60 

- 

- 

- 

Buckenham 

12 

6 

65 

45 

5 

2 

19 

10 

23 

10 

5 

- 

Welney 

23 

100 

158 

62 

- 

10 

71 

115 

300 

220 

232 

176 

National  importance  (winter):  50 

Elsewhere  in  winter:  Choseley 

125 

Jan, 

Brancaster 

Hbr 

14  Jan, 

12  : 

Feb  and  30 

Nov, 

Cockthorpe  Airfield  1 1 Jan,  Blakeney  Hbr  12  Dec,  Horsey  15  Nov,  Heigham  Holmes  25  Jan, 
Halvergate  30  Jan,  Ten  Mile  Bank  30  Nov. 

The  county’s  winter  population  is  concentrated  around  5 main  areas  Holme-Brancaster 
Hbr,  Blakeney  Hbr-Cley,  Breydon/Bemey,  Buckenham/Cantley  and  Welney;  many  of  the 
other  winter  records  probably  relate  to  wandering  birds  from  these  areas.  Clearly  Norfolk 
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holds  a significant  proportion  of  the  UK  winter  population,  with  around  300-350  birds  during 
recent  years. 

Spring  passage  trom  early  March  until  mid-May  when  in  addition  to  sites  in  table:  March 
65  Hardley  Flood  and  6 Billingford  (on  flooded  meadow);  April  30  Burnham  Norton,  3 
Holkham  GM,  6 Salthouse,  49  Hardley  Flood  and  16  Hockwold  Washes. 

During  late  spring  2 males  and  a female  were  present  at  an  inland  site  June  lst-5th,  with 
one  male  until  7th  but  there  was  no  evidence  that  breeding  took  place.  Confirmed  breeding  last 
took  place  in  the  county  as  long  ago  as  1977. 

Additional  counts  in  autumn  included:  Snettisham  10  Aug,  Brancaster  Hbr  26  Aug,  80 
Sept  and  80  Oct,  Blakeney  Hbr  12  Oct,  Salthouse  8 Aug,  Kelling  WM  10  Aug  and  Hockwold 
Washes  1 1 Aug. 

Overhead  passage  light  with  3 in  off  sea  Horsey  March  24th,  one  west  Scolt  Head  July 
10th  and  3 east  Aug  24th,  39  east  one  west  Sheringham  Aug  24th  and  one  south  Hunstanton 
Sept  14th. 

Jack  Snipe  Lymnocry^ptes  minimus 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  declining 

Recorded  from  a total  of  1 7 sites  during  first  winter  period  when  up  to  8 East  Ruston,  4 Buxton 
Heath  and  1-2  Brancaster  Hbr,  Colby,  Holme,  Holt  Lowes,  Kelling  WM,  Morston,  Mulbarton, 
Nar  Valley  Fisheries,  New  Costessey,  Sutton  Hall,  Syderstone  Common,  Titchwell,  West 
Runton,  Weyboume  and  Winterton. 

Spring  passage  far  more  evident  than  usual  during  April  when  noted  at  1 3 sites  including  2 
Homing  Hall  Marshes  1 1th,  Titchwell  19th/20th  and  Welney  25th/26th,  where  last  of  spring 
27th. 

Autumn  passage  from  mid-Sept  when  singles  Holme  Sept  14th,  Titchwell  16th,  Kelling 
WM  25th-30th  and  Blakeney  Point  26th.  Obvious  influxes  Oct  2nd-4th  and  8th- 13th  when  4 
Hickling  Broad  2nd,  2 Kelling  WM  and  Stmmpshaw  4th,  3 Holme  1 1th  and  Scolt  Head  12th, 
and  singles  at  1 0 other  mostly  coastal  sites.  During  rest  of  month  best  counts  4 Weyboume  and 
3 Titchwell  27th,  with  singles  at  8 other  sites. 

Recorded  at  1 7 sites  during  final  two  months  of  year  including  4 Stmmpshaw,  3 Buxton 
Heath  and  Hickling  Broad,  and  1-2  Beeston  Common,  Cantley,  Diss,  East  Ruston,  Holkham 
Bay,  Horsford,  Nar  Valley  Fisheries,  Norwich  Sweet  Briar  Industrial  Estate,  Pentney  GP, 
Scolt  Head,  Stmmpshaw,  Titchwell,  Waxham  and  Wells. 

Common  Snipe  Gallinago  gallinago 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  declining  breeder 

During  first  winter  period  14  sites  recorded  30  or  more  (16  in  2002)  but  flock  sizes  general 
smaller  with  some  exceptions:  Holme  31  Feb,  43  March;  Titchwell  69  Jan.  59  Feb,  71  March; 
Stiffkey  GM  35  Feb;  Hickling  Broad  40  March;  Repps-with-Bastwick  250  Jan;  Eau  Brink  40 
Feb;  Breydon/Bemey  33  Feb,  45  March;  Homing  Hulver  Ground  60  April;  Homing  Hall 
Marshes  95  April;  Lingwood  40  Jan;  Buckenham  40  Jan,  80  March,  100  April;  Cantley  48  Jan, 
55  Feb,  69  March;  Surlingham  Marsh  47  March,  Norwich  Sweetbriar  Marshes  35  Feb. 

Breeding  reported  from  only  10  sites  (19  in  2002)  with  a total  of  1 1 1 dmmmers  (102  in 
2002):  north  coast  Holkham  NNR  17  (14);  Broads  Bemey  none  (1),  Stmmpshaw  4 (3), 
Buckenham  5 (4),  Cantley  4 (8);  inland  CslsIXq  Acre  4,  Great  Ryburgh  1,  Merton  1,  Roydon 
Common  3 (2  nests  found),  Stanford  Water  1;  Fens  Welney  71  (57).  A slight  upturn  in 
numbers  and  from  fewer  sites.  However,  are  there  still  areas  in  the  Broads  away  from  the  Yare 
Valley  where  dmmming  birds  still  exist? 
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Westerly  migration  Sept  6th-Oct  1 1th  with  some  large  counts:  Holme  761  Oct  8th  (county 
record);  Scolt  Head  220  during  Sept  including  57  3rd  and  30  22nd,  376  Oct  8th  and  27  1 1th; 
Sheringham  1 5 Oct  8th. 

During  autumn/second  winter  period  numbers  generally  low  with  1 1 sites  holding  30  or 
more  (9  in  2002):  Titchwell  40  Aug;  Wells  Hbr  32  Aug;  Hickling  Broad  50  Nov;  Strumpshaw 
36  Nov,  64  Dec;  Buckenham  68  Oct,  40  Nov;  Cantley  70  Aug;  Surlingham  Marsh  44  Nov; 
Hockwold  Washes  40  Aug,  Welney  68  July. 

Woodcock  Scolopax  rusticola 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  breeder  particularly  in  Breaks 

Widespread  during  both  winter  periods  when  records  from  at  least  40  localities.  Highest 
counts  28  Repps-with-Bastwick  Jan  18th,  20  flushed  during  shoot  Brancaster  Thompson 
Farms  Nov  1 8th,  1 5-20  flushed  during  management  work  Barrow  Common  March  1 9th,  1 1 
Hickling  Jan  20th  and  Horsey  Feb  1st,  10  Roydon  Common  Jan  3rd  and  9 Titchwell  Feb  7th. 
Evidence  of  continued  arrival  during  first  winter  period  when  singles  in  off  sea  during  Jan 
Holkham  Bay  1st,  Paston  4th  and  Cley  9th. 


Woodcock  (Alan  Burtenshaw) 


Light  spring  passage  noted  at  coastal  sites,  with  obvious  migrants  Beeston  Bump  March 
20th,  6 Yarmouth  Cemetery  and  singles  Holme  and  Cromer  March  21st,  and  a late  migrant 
Blakeney  Point  April  20th. 

Roding  birds  in  spring:  Barton  Broad.  Beeston  Regis,  Catfield  Fen  2,  East  Harling  Fen  4, 
East  Ruston,  East  Winch  Common  2,  Filby  Bridge,  Gooderstone  2,  Hempton,  Hickling  Broad 
3,  Holt  Lowes  4,  Honing  Lock  1,  Hoveton  Marsh  2,  Martham,  Ormesby  Broad  1,  Oulton  3, 
Potter  Heigham,  Ranworth  Broad  2,  Repps-with-Bastwick  3,  Saxthorpe,  Sculthorpe  Moor, 
Sheringham  Park,  Strumpshaw,  Sutton  Staithe  and  Syderstone  Common  3.  Also  summer 
records,  most  if  not  all  relating  to  breeding  birds,  at  Roydon  Common  where  at  least  9 noted 
June  12th,  Cley,  Dersingham  Bog,  Lynford  Arboretum  and  Marsham.  Decline  noted  in  Broads 
by  one  observer  where  fewer  noted  during  spring  and  summer. 

Autumn  immigration  noted  from  early  Oct,  with  obvious  influxes  at  coastal  sites 
14th- 17th  when  3 Blakeney  Point,  2 Scolt  Head  and  Caister  GC,  and  singles  Sea  Palling  and 
Yarmouth,  and  20th-25th  when  4 Trimingham,  3 Waxham,  2 Holme  and  Scolt  Head,  and 
singles  Horsey,  Weyboume,  Winterton  and  Caister.  Once  again  several  records  included  birds 
arriving  in  off  sea. 
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Limosa  limosa 


Black-tailed  Godwit 

Increasing  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  declining  breeder 
Peak  monthly  counts  at  main  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

1 

- 

- 

1700 

228 

100 

2035 

2000 

1500 

252 

_ 

16 

Holme 

1 

1 

90 

15 

46 

15 

11 

11 

17 

6 

2 

Titchwell 

- 

1 

45 

33 

91 

61 

399 

185 

254 

468 

6 

_ 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

3 

15 

165 

420 

105 

12 

45 

125 

355 

56 

21 

14 

Stiffkey  Fen 

26 

20 

57 

100 

24 

4 

80 

17 

101 

36 

3 

2 

Blakeney  Hbr/GM 

15 

4 

74 

7 

- 

- 

- 

3 

4 

- 

. 

3 

Cley 

66 

111 

311 

120 

119 

70 

196 

245 

112 

101 

161 

113 

Breydon/Bemey 

1142 

968 

303 

273 

146 

396 

870 

1630 

1235 

1128 

1277 

623 

Welney 

59 

550 

1300 

172 

- 

25 

50 

- 

- 

- 

32 

120 

International  importance  (winter):  700;  National  importance  (winter):  70 

The  annual  increase  of  recent  years  was  maintained  with  record  counts  in  April  at  Scolt 
Head/Brancaster  Hbr  and  in  Aug  at  Breydon.  Interesting  observations  from  Brancaster  Hbr 
where  birds  flighting  onto  nearby  stubble  fields  to  feed  with  Ruff,  returning  to  bath  and  drink  in 
freshwater  springs  on  nearby  saltmarsh. 


Black-tailed  Godwits  (Gar}’  Wright) 


Counts  from  other  coastal  or  near  coastal  sites  included:  Ken  Hill  GM  70  May,  Thomham 
Hbr  45  July,  Burnham  Norton  19  June,  Burnham  Overy  GM  75  May,  Holkham  GM  60  April 
and  30  June,  Salthouse  28  Nov,  Kelling  WM  7 Aug  and  Martham  Broad  12  Nov. 

Additional  inland  records:  Cantley  BF  75  Aug  22nd  and  14  Sept  6th,  Hockwold  Washes 
15  March  30th.  and  singles  King’s  Lynn  BF  March  21st,  Norwich  May  5th,  Nar  Valley 
Fisheries  June  6th  and  Penmey  GP  July  3 1st. 

Overhead  passage  included  at  Sheringham  8 east  April  26th,  28  east  and  then  back  west 
May  11th,  7 south-east  Aug  10th,  14  south-east  Aug  17th  and  15  south-east  Dec  3rd,  and 
elsewhere  13  west  Scolt  Head  May  13th,  70  east  Brancaster  July  16th  and  5 south  Hunstanton 
Oct  28th. 

Successful  breeding  for  third  successive  year  with  3 pairs  at  one  inland  site,  all  hatching 
young  but  one  brood  lost,  the  remaining  two  fledging  6 young. 
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Limosa  lapponica 


Bar-tailed  Godwit 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  a few  non-breeders  in  summer 
Monthly  max  at  main  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

4500 

4100 

4250 

1500 

47 

235 

2380 

2500 

1800 

4000 

2500 

4100 

Holme 

257 

14 

156 

31 

- 

- 

- 

53 

2195 

420 

93 

26 

Titchwell 

313 

287 

131 

66 

16 

- 

42 

429 

7040 

783 

222 

240 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

365 

323 

67 

127 

8 

3 

82 

274 

318 

241 

205 

267 

Wells  Hbr 

225 

302 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

6 

11 

Stiffkey  SM 

456 

116 

231 

332 

24 

1 

- 

247 

40 

- 

52 

368 

Blakeney  Hbr 

- 

- 

- 

38 

- 

- 

166 

3 

30 

- 

- 

- 

Breydon 

*114 

*119 

89 

17 

11 

1 

3 

14 

26 

23 

12 

61 

International  importance  (winter):  1000;  National  importance  (winter):  530 
* The  Jan  and  Feb  counts  from  Breydon  were  the  highest  ever  winter  counts  at  this  locality’. 

Other  counts  included:  Hunstanton  500  Feb,  Burnham  Overy  Hbr  23  Jan,  Warham  SM  98  Jan 
and  52  Dec,  and  12  Horsey  Sept. 

Inland  records  from  4 sites:  Hickling  Broad  1 7 June  7th,  Hockwold  Washes  5 April  1 7th 
and  3 18th,  Welney  daily  April  19th-30th  max  4 21st,  and  single  Bradfield  Aug  28th. 

Passage  over  sea  light,  best  counts  at  Scolt  Head  where  1 16  east  April  21st  and  moving 
west  26  July  10th  and  48  30th  with  31  Sept  7th  and  32  23rd.  Only  other  movements 
Sheringham  where  2 1 west  July  6th  and  14  Sept  6th.  Large  tidal  movements  once  again  noted 
Holme  where  2 1 95  Sept  27th  and  760  30th.  The  Holme  movements  and  the  Titchwell  counts 
probably  represented  the  entire  Wash  population  at  this  time. 


Whimbrel  Numenius  phaeopus 

Passage  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn;  rare  in  winter 
Peak  counts  of  grounded/feeding  flocks  at  main  sites: 


Apr 

May 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Holme 

10 

5 

2 

10 

3 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

95 

27 

27 

55 

8 

Blakeney  Hbr/GM 

15 

14 

18 

65 

3 

Winterton 

11 

22 

19 

54 

- 

Breydon/Bemey 

22 

55 

18 

8 

1 

National  importance  (passage):  50 

An  earlier  than  usual  start  to  spring  passage  when  in  March  singles  Titchwell  8th,  2 Titchwell 
and  one  Blakeney  Hbr  13th,  Thetford  18th  and  Hickling  Broad  21st.  No  others  until  April 
when  Breydon  9th  and  Scolt  Head  12th  after  which  records  from  many  sites.  Spring  passage 
widespread  when  in  addition  to  listed  sites:  April  28  Horsey  19th,  6 Salthouse  20th,  8 
Titchwell,  7 Burnham  Overy  Staithe  23rd,  9 Stiffkey,  10  Sea  Palling,  7 Hickling  Broad  24th; 
May  8 Snettisham  2nd,  1 8 Horsey  3rd. 

Overhead  passage  in  spring  light,  best  counts  12  south  Horsey  April  14th,  13  west  Holme 
and  1 5 east  1 0 west  Sheringham  26th,  33  west  Scolt  Head  28th,  1 8 north  Breydon  May  5th  and 
16  east  Scolt  Head  7th. 

Small  numbers  inland  during  spring  when  4 Weeting  Heath  April  22nd,  Aylmerton  April 
24th,  up  to  5 Roydon  Common  April  23rd-May  24th,  2 Newton  April  30th,  5 north-east  South 
Lopham  May  1st,  2 Pentney  GP  May  3rd  and  up  to  5 Stokesby-with-Herringby  May  5th. 
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During  June  recorded  in  small  numbers  at  four  sites  during  first  half  of  month,  last  of 
spring  Blakeney  Hbr  1 5th  with  first  returning  birds  2 west  Scolt  Head  23rd.  Records  from 
more  sites  than  usual  during  second  half  of  June  when  best  counts  9 Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr 
29th  and  1-2  Titchwell,  Cley,  Winterton,  Breydon,  Martham  and  Buckenham. 

Feeding  flocks  in  autumn  away  from  tabulated  sites  disappointing,  best  counts:  July  13 
Burnham  Overy  Hbr  19th,  26  Lynn  Point  27th;  Aug  19  Stiffkey  1st,  12  Caister  GC  4th,  25 
Titchwell  7th,  13  Kelling  18th. 

Best  overhead  movements  (all  west  unless  stated):  13  Holme  Aug  28th,  46  Titchwell  July 
28th  and  24  30th,  Scolt  Head  total  of  183  July  including  39  20th  and  30  28th,  and  351  Aug 
including  72  2nd,  48  16th,  42  22nd  and  9 Sept  9th,  34  Stiffkey  Fen  Aug  20th,  125  Cley  July 
29th,  30  Salthouse  Aug  9th,  23  Kelling  WM  Aug  23rd,  17  Weyboume  Sept  2nd,  12 
Sheringham  Aug  24th,  1 6 south-west  Caister  Aug  5th  and  6 north  Gorleston  Aug  24th.  Inland 
during  autumn  Welney  July  8th,  2 19th  and  one  Aug  23rd,  one  Repps-with-Bastw'ick  July 
30th/3 1st  and  noted  Anmer,  Stanhoe  and  North  Creake.  Also  ‘good  overhead  passage’  noted 
Sculthorpe  during  Aug. 

Last  of  autumn  East  Runton  Oct  4th,  Morston  14th,  Blakeney  Hbr  16th,  Holme  18th  and 
Wells  Nov  4th. 


Curlew  Numenius  arquata 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  scarce  breeder 
Monthly  max  at  main  sites: 


Jan 

Feh 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jan 

Jul 

A UR 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

200 

700 

220 

230 

11 

40 

315 

1250 

876 

860 

860 

- 

Holme 

235 

302 

230 

113 

17 

20 

68 

200 

125 

122 

100 

174 

Thornham 

51 

86 

22 

7 

4 

- 

35 

11 

13 

40 

105 

6 

Titchwell 

121 

163 

41 

21 

1 

13 

90 

79 

50 

156 

100 

65 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

650 

671 

478 

221 

55 

320 

1190 

1433 

896 

739 

- 

690 

Wells  Hbr 

156 

90 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

74 

- 

30 

15 

6 

Warham  SM 

107 

28 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

81 

68 

67 

27 

66 

Stiffkey  SM 

113 

41 

53 

40 

6 

7 

- 

50 

67 

- 

111 

102 

Blakeney  Hbr 

- 

- 

- 

69 

56 

70 

311 

800 

285 

70 

54 

30 

Breydon 

981 

888 

699 

362 

24 

470 

621 

862 

913 

854 

492 

749 

International  importance  (winter):  3500;  National  importance  (winter):  1200 

Highest  counts  from  other  coastal  sites:  Heacham  97  April,  Burnham  Overy  Hbr  57  Aug, 
Holkham  GM  35  Jan  and  6 1 Feb,  Blakeney  GM  38  Jan,  62  Feb  and  1 54  Dec,  and  5 1 Cley  Dec. 

Inland  feeding  flocks  widespread:  Brancaster  Thompson  Farms  80  Aug,  Massingham 
Heath  20  March,  Stanhoe  250  Dec  feeding  on  stubble  fields  after  hard  frosts,  and  Syderstone 
181  Dec.  Other  noteworthy  inland  records  included  19  Hardley  Flood  March  27th,  190  west 
over  Dersingham  Bog  Oct  10th  and  45  west  Roydon  Common  Oct  29th  (both  counts  of  birds 
returning  to  coast  from  daytime  feeding  areas),  Welney  12  Nov  15th  and  Hickling  Stubb  Mill 
42  Dec  31st. 

Overhead  passage  in  spring  light  and  only  records  from  Scolt  Head  where  birds  noted 
departing  high  to  north-east  in  fine  weather  when  in  April  112  21st,  31  25th  and  35  26th. 
Returning  birds  moving  west  from  at  least  June  10th,  best  counts  during  month  63  Scolt  Head, 
25  Sheringham  and  45  south  Gorleston  22nd.  and  23  Sheringham  28th.  Highest  counts  during 
rest  of  autumn  43  Scolt  Head  July  4th,  and  36  Scolt  Head  and  58  Sheringham  5th,  68  Holme 
26th  and  20  Sheringham  Aug  25th. 
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Breeding  records  included  (pairs):  Stanford  TA  22,  Gooderstone/Hilborough  5,  Shadwall 
4,  Roydon  Common  2 (one  pair  failing  the  other  fledging  2 young),  and  Weeting  Heath  where 
displaying  birds  noted  but  no  evidence  of  breeding. 


Spotted  Redshank  Tringa  erythropus 

Passage  migrant;  small  numbers  over-winter 

During  opening  months  wintering  birds  at  Snettisham,  Holme  (2),  Titchwell  (6),  Cley  (2)  and 
Breydon/Bemey  (3),  all  traditional  sites  at  this  time  of  year. 

Gradual  increase  in  second  half  of  March  peaking  Breydon/Bemey  where  8 22nd  and 
30th.  Passage  continued  through  April,  Breydon/Bemey  retaining  status  as  premier  site  with 
impressive  17  on  8th;  14  still  present  22nd.  Elsewhere  numbers  modest  and  peak  of  5 Cley 
April  20th  and  4 Titchwell  23rd  the  best  return  from  9 coastal  and  2 inland  sites.  Last  notable 
count  of  spring  10  Snettisham  May  3rd  (when  still  5 Breydon/Bemey)  but  few  thereafter, 
before  final  sighting  Holme  May  14th. 

Autumn  return  commenced  early  as  usual;  at  Cley  June  10th  with  another  back  at 
Breydon/Bemey  by  13th. 

Monthly  peak  counts  at  favoured  localities: 

Jun Tm/ Aug Sep Oct 

Snettisham  23  58  17  21  14 

Thomham/Titchwell  6 20  54  20  35 

Cley  3 2 3 9 5 

Breydon/Bemey 2 4 1 4 4 

Elsewhere  largest  count  just  4 Hockwold  Washes  Aug  25th  and  9 Holme  Sept  22nd;  otherwise 
few  records  with  1-2  at  Scolt  Head,  Warham  Greens,  Morston,  Kelling  WM,  Weyboume, 
Hickling  Broad,  Cantley  BE  and  Welney. 

Numbers  dropped  sharply  in  second  half  of  Oct,  reports  from  6 sites,  3 of  which  may 
relate  to  birds  settling  to  over-winter.  Further  pulse  of  late  migrants  in  mid-Nov  evident  at 
Burnham  Overy  9th  and  Welney  16th-23rd  with  13  Titchwell  4th  representing  highest-ever 
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winter  count  in  county  (regular  over-wintering  began  as  recently  as  1 975).  Eleven  still  present 
Nov  19th  after  which  numbers  at  Titchwell  settled  back  to  more  usual  wintering  population. 
During  closing  weeks  of  year  reports  again  from  usual  localities:  Snettisham  (2),  Titchwell  (7), 
Cley  (3)  and  Breydon/Berney  (4). 


Redshank  Tringa  totanus 

Resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  declining  breeder  in  some  areas 
Monthly  max  at  main  and  most  regularly  counted  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

330 

265 

335 

225 

136 

110 

1410 

2480 

1888 

1000 

140 

502 

Holme 

187 

223 

167 

71 

24 

14 

- 

176 

65 

321 

158 

125 

ScolfBrancaster  Hbr 

561 

430 

472 

394 

138 

157 

789 

1164 

1127 

559 

578 

287 

Stiffkey  SM 

150 

85 

193 

88 

42 

34 

- 

166 

172 

- 

228 

213 

Breydon/Berney 

727 

321 

939 

1090 

160 

89 

821 

1017 

1414 

987 

952 

1234 

National  importance  (winter):  1100 

Only  other  noteworthy  count  Blakeney  Hbr  253  July. 

Spring  migration  noted  in  April  at  Scolt  Head  where  80  in  off  sea  then  east  14th,  40 
north-west  18th  and  75  north-west  23rd,  and  at  Horsey  where  34  south  14th. 

Breeding:  better  coverage  this  year  with  609-614  pairs  at  18  sites  (427-433  at  12  in  2002) 
and  several  sites  still  not  included:  north  coast  Snettisham  SM  175,  Ken  Hill  GM  22,  Titchwell 
32,  Scolt  Head  30-35  (30-33),  Holkham  GM  1 10  ( 102),  Blakeney  Point  5 (4-6),  Cley  3;  east 
coast/Broads  Breydon  4 (3),  Bemey  44  (60),  Haddiscoe  2,  Repps-with-Bastwick  1, 
Strumpshaw  5(1),  Buckenham  42  (47),  Cantley  Marshes  21  (24);  Fens  Welney  1 10  (1 14); 
inland  Burnham  Thorpe  1,  Croxton  1,  Crimplesham  GP  1. 

All  autumn  movement  in  Aug:  at  Scolt  Head  (west)  133  15th,  1 12  16th,  77  23rd,  29  24th; 
Weyboume  28  east  5th,  53  east  34  west  22nd;  Sheringham  340  east  85  west  23rd  (county 
record)  and  78  west  3 1st. 


Greenshank  Tringa  nebularia 

Passage  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn;  scarce  in  winter 

During  first  winter  period  birds  recorded  at  Holme  (2),  Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr,  Morston 
and  Cley  although  irregularly  reported  at  each  locality  suggesting  highly  mobile  birds  and 
possibly  only  3 individuals  being  involved  (quite  unlike  site  fidelity  shown  by  Spotted 
Redshank). 

Early  migrant  or  lingering  over-wintering  bird  Holme  April  4th  followed  by  widespread 
arrival  14th  when  7 Holme,  6 Breydon/Berney  and  5 Hickling  Broad.  Unremarkable  spring 
passage  for  second  successive  year  but  1-5  at  many  coastal  and  inland  sites.  In  addition  to 
April  14th  counts,  4 localities  recorded  larger  peaks:  10  Hickling  Broad  April  16th,  8 
Hockwold  Washes  April  26th/27th,  15  Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr  May  19th  and  finally  7 Cley 
May  30th. 

Spring  merged  into  protracted  autumn  return  with  no  discernible  break,  birds  seen  on  14 
dates  in  June  suggesting  a few  non-breeders  over-summered  on  north  coast.  More  obvious 
build-up  from  26th  and  10  Cley  27th  first  evidence  of  good  autumn  showing  with  monthly 
peaks  at: 
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Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Snettisham 

51 

A1 

30 

12 

Holme 

2 

9 

10 

8 

Thomham/Titchwell 

45 

43 

16 

7 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

23 

*86 

86 

14 

WarhamyStiffkey 

1 

9 

9 

3 

Cley 

8 

17 

21 

- 

Hickling  Broad 

13 

7 

8 

- 

Breydon/Bemey 

8 

13 

7 

2 

* Highest-ever  north  coast  count  and  third  highest  Norfolk  count  (previous  larger  counts  in  Wash  1962 
and  1999) 

Elsewhere  just  2 double-figure  counts:  1 1 Holme  Aug  5th  and  12  Cantley  BF  on  3 dates  in 
Aug,  with  1-9  at  21  further  sites.  Strong  westerly  migration  visible  at  Scolt  Head  where  52 
Aug  3rd,  10  18th,  1 1 Sept  2nd  and  finally  12  9th,  showing  constant  turnover  of  individuals  in 
this  restless  species. 

Autumn  stragglers  evident  into  Nov  with  2 Breydon  until  15th  and  3 Cley  next  day, 
thereafter  wintering  birds  at  Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr  (2)  and  Morston,  both  traditional  sites 
at  this  time. 


Green  Sandpiper  Tringa  ochropus 

Double  passage  migrant,  most  in  autumn;  increasing  numbers  over-winter 
Now  an  expected  part  of  our  winter  avifauna,  sightings  from  29  localities  (27  inland,  2 coastal) 
Jan  to  mid-March.  Most  singles  on  isolated  dates  suggesting  over-counting  of  mobile  birds  in 
this  flighty  species  but  larger  counts  of  5 Tottenhill  GP,  3 Swanton  Morley  GP  and  2 Haddiscoe. 

Commencement  of  spring  passage  impossible  to  ascertain  with  certainly  but  recorded  at 
33  localities  (19  inland,  14  coastal)  mid-March  until  last  northbound  birds  at  Homing  and 
Whitlingham  CP  May  4th.  As  always  only  small  numbers  involved,  only  April  counts  of  4 
Kelling  WM  16th  (west),  4 Strumpshaw  1 7th,  5 Sparham  Pools  20th  and  8 Hockwold  Washes 
21st  exceeded  1-3  individuals  as  part  of  an  obvious  influx  mid-month. 

Single  Holme  May  29th  may  have  been  the  harbinger  of  usual  early  return  but  no  others 
until  Hardley  Flood  June  1 1th,  after  which  almost  daily  presence  mid-June  to  late  Aug. 
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Cantley  BF  continues  to  be  county’s  premier  site  during  autumn  retreat: 

Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct 

16-30  1-15  16-31  1-J^ 16-31  1-15  16-30  1-15 

Cantley  BF  - 29  36  56  52  19  10  1 

Elsewhere  numerous  counts  of  small  numbers  from  45  localities  (30  inland,  15  coastal)  with 
only  3 double-figure  counts:  1 1 Lopham  Fen  July  21st,  12  Buckenham  July  30th  (just  2 miles 
from  Cantley  BF)  and  12  How  Hill  Aug  24th.  Numbers  dropped  sharply  during  Sept  and  few 
records  in  Oct,  Just  4 sites  hosting  individuals  by  second  half  of  month,  some  doubtless 
preparing  to  winter. 

Nov/Dec  records  from  26  localities  showing  usual  bias  from  sheltered  inland  sites  (23 
inland,  3 coastal).  Most  singles  but  2 recorded  on  7 occasions  and  larger  counts  5 Strumpshaw 
and  4 nearby  at  Wheatfen. 


Wood  Sandpiper  Tringa  glareola 

Passage  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn 

April  arrivals  Cley  26th  and  Hockwold  Washes  30th  before  increase  in  May.  At  this  time  seen 
at  Breydon/Bemey  (spring  peak  3 May  6th),  Buckenham,  Cantley  BF,  Cley,  Hickling  Broad 
(2),  Hockwold  Washes,  Holkham  GM,  Homing  Hulver  Ground  and  Welney. 

Lingering  birds  in  early  June  at  Bemey  (until  5th),  Cley  (until  7th)  and  Titchwell  (until 
6th)  before  first  assumed  returning  adult  Welney  14th-18th;  no  others  until  30th,  again  at 
Welney. 

Larger  scale  if  unspectacular  autumn  migration  witnessed  at  traditional  sites  but  with  little 
correlation  or  evidence  of  influxes: 

Ju!  Aug  Sep 


1-15 

16-31 

1-15 

16-31 

1-15 

16-30 

Titchwell 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

- 

Stiffkey  Fen 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Cley/Salthouse 

4 

6 

3 

- 

- 

2 

Kelling  WM 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

Hickling  Broad 

4 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

Breydon/Bemey 

1 

1 

4 

4 

- 

- 

Cantley  before 

- 

3 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Buckenham 

- 

1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

Welney 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Elsewhere  scarce  with  singles  only  at  Blakeney  Point  (singing  adult  in  song  flight  Aug  24th), 
Holme,  Horsey  Mere,  King’s  Lynn  BF,  Lopham  Fen.  Repps-with-Bastw'ick  and  Snettisham. 

Swift  departure  during  Sept  with  single  Welney  2 1 st  and  2 Cley  29th  the  only  birds  in  last 
10  days  of  month,  and  last  of  year. 


Common  Sandpiper  Actitis  hypoleucos 

Passage  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn;  rare  in  winter;  has  bred 

Two  in  first  winter  period,  both  on  isolated  dates:  King’s  Lynn  Fisher  Fleet  Feb  27th  and 
Hilborough  March  24th. 
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Spring  arrival  commenced  Lenwade  April  11th  with  further  singles  Weyboume  and 
Swanton  Morley  GP  1 3th.  Slow  build-up  during  second  half  of  month  with  widespread,  albeit 
small,  numbers  from  23rd/24th.  Disappointing  spring  passage  witnessed  at  total  of  just  24 
localities  (29  in  2002)  and  few  counts  of  more  than  3 birds.  Peaks  of  4 Stiffkey  Fen  April  30th 
and  May  14th,  5 Pentney  GP  May  2nd,  7 Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr  May  19th  and  6 
Breydon/Bemey  during  May. 

Final  northbound  birds  at  Scolt  Head  June  7th  (2)  and  Titchwell  next  day,  with  another 
Holme  June  14th  assumed  to  be  first  of  protracted  autumn  passage. 

As  usual  present  in  small  numbers  across  county  throughout  autumn  boosted  by  fresh 
influxes  of  new  migrants.  First  such  arrival  July  16th  when  25  Gunton  Park  and  16  both  Cley 
and  Hickling  Broad,  followed  by  16  again  Cley  July  27th  a day  after  10  each  Holme  and 
Cantley  BF.  July  finished  with  2 further  significant  counts:  18  Breydon/Bemey  29th  and  17 
Snettisham  31st. 

The  first  week  of  Aug  saw  a more  marked  pulse  of  fresh  birds  4th-6th  when  30  Hickling 
Broad,  26  Titchwell  and  23  East  Ruston  Mown  Fen,  with  numbers  still  high  8th  evidenced  by 
20  Snettisham  and  16  Hickling  Broad.  Autumn  peak  of  41  Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr  Aug 
15th  (mirroring  similar  counts  in  2001  and  2002)  supplemented  by  15  Cantley  BF  16th  and  14 
Stiffkey  Fen  17th.  A lull  of  8 days  was  followed  by  final  widespread  wave  of  new  arrivals  Aug 
25th  at  which  time  peaks  of  31  Hickling  Broad,  26  East  Ruston  Mown  Fen  and  15  Cley. 

Final  double-figure  counts  of  good  autumn  showing  16  Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr  Sept 
2nd  and  2 1 Hickling  Broad  9th  with  numbers  dropping  sharply  thereafter  and  no  Sept  records 
after  Holme  23rd. 

Oct  sightings  at  Stmmpshaw  12th  and  Pentney  GP  20th  and  22nd  most  likely  autumn 
stragglers  as  no  further  reports  from  either  locality,  the  only  obvious  wintering  bird  again  at 
West  Walton  (for  its  fourth  successive  winter)  on  4 dates  Oct  23rd-Dec  7th. 


Turnstone  Arenaria  interpres 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  some  summering  non-breeders 
Monthly  max  at  key  localities; 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Snettisham 

- 

21 

10 

50 

40 

43 

713 

661 

103 

149 

10 

19 

Holme 

Ill 

62 

98 

76 

14 

- 

- 

96 

23 

111 

30 

44 

Thomham  Hbr 

29 

310 

17 

15 

- 

4 

9 

11 

- 

- 

28 

- 

Titchwell 

69 

451 

14 

61 

15 

- 

10 

76 

35 

53 

22 

200 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

141 

204 

116 

316 

333 

21 

275 

435 

435 

245 

233 

142 

Wells  Hbr 

24 

32 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

- 

25 

10 

14 

Stiffkey  SM 

150 

41 

32 

45 

19 

- 

- 

55 

91 

- 

17 

43 

Blakeney  Hbr 

- 

- 

- 

36 

- 

5 

72 

77 

9 

22 

26 

81 

Breydon 

6 

4 

9 

12 

20 

4 

12 

24 

17 

16 

3 

7 

National  importance  (winter):  640 

The  north-west  of  county  continues  to  hold  majority  of  birds  although  tidal  movements 
between  adjacent  sites  increases  the  likelihood  of  over-counting.  Dramatic  numbers  in  Wash 
during  late  summer  is  a regular  occurrence  witnessed  in  previous  years. 

Away  from  tabulated  localities  other  notable  counts  (20+  birds):  Jan  85  King’s  Lynn 
Fisher  Fleet,  40  Hunstanton,  42  Walcott,  48  Waxham,  23  Gorleston;  Feb  26  Salthouse,  44 
Walcott;  Nov  40  King’s  Lynn  Fisher  Fleet,  33  Gorleston;  Dec  35  Gorleston.  Many  of  these 
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sites  doubtless  held  important  numbers  on  more  than  isolated  dates  and  warrant  more  regular 
observation. 

Late  spring  departure  evidenced  by  73  north-east  at  dusk  Scolt  Head  May  23rd. 

Scarce  as  always  inland  with  records  from  just  4 sites;  4 Thomage  Jan  1 st,  one  Nar  Valley 
Fisheries  May  25th,  and  1-2  Cantley  BF  on  at  least  4 dates  Aug  16th-22nd  (3  on  18th).  Also 
amazing  run  of  birds  at  Hickling  Broad:  June  14th,  July  16th,  20th  (2),  Aug  5th-Sept  4th  (at 
least  1 5 dates,  max  5 Aug  24th)  and  Sept  2 1st. 

Red-necked  Phalarope  Phalaropus  lobatus 

Scarce  passage  migrant 

An  unspectacular  year  with  3 typical  autumn  records.  Only  third  year  in  past  decade  without  a 
spring  record.  An  adult  Titchwell  July  1 8th  followed  by  a well-watched  tame  Juv  King’s  Lynn 
BF  Aug  19th-24th,  and  a Ist-winter  Titchwell  Oct  16th- 19th. 

In  addition  a Phalarope  sp  north  at  Yarmouth  Oct  20th  was  considered  by  observer  to  be 
most  likely  this  species. 

Grey  Phalarope  Phalaropus  fulicarins 

Scarce  autumn  passage  migrant;  rare  at  other  times 

One  feeding  on  a whale  carcase  at  Terrington  Marsh  Breast  Sand  Feb  2nd  was  the  first  of  year 
and  first  outside  the  period  Aug-Dec  since  1 996. 

The  best  autumn  showing  since  1 997  began  with  one  offshore  Titchwell  Sept  22nd  (PM). 
Early  Oct  saw  an  obvious  influx  although  number  of  individuals  involved  impossible  to 
ascertain;  on  sea  Scolt  Head  4th;  east  Blakeney  Point  (RFP),  east  Cley  (ROM)  and  on  sea 
Mundesley  all  5th;  one  west  Cley  Oct  7th  (RGM)  may  have  been  one  of  the  duo  which  stayed 
on  tidal  pools  Scolt  Head  7th-9th.  Further  multiple  sightings  Oct  10th  at  Holme,  Titchwell, 
and  west  Sheringham  (APB)  possibly  same  individual  which  remained  Holme  until  13th.  In 
contrast,  paucity  of  records  during  remainder  of  autumn-early  winter,  only  records  Scolt  Head 
Oct  20th  (on  sea  for  several  hours  then  west),  Cley/Salthouse  Nov  1 3th  and  finally  2 Cley  Dec 
15th. 

Pomarine  Skua  Stercorarius  pomarinus 

Passage  migrant  during  autumn;  small  numbers  at  other  times 

During  first  half  of  year  only  records  singles  Gorleston  Feb  3rd  and  adult  inland  over  Hardley 
Flood  May  4th. 

In  autumn  first  Mundesley  and  Walcott  July  12th,  followed  in  Aug  by  3 east  Blakeney 
Point  1 1th,  2 north  Yarmouth  12th,  Salthouse  18th  and  2 Cley  23rd.  Noted  almost  daily  Aug 
25th-31st,  when  west  Scolt  Head,  south  Trimingham,  2 north  Walcott  and  Winterton  25th,  2 
Holme  27th,  Eccles  and  Winterton  28th.  4 east  Blakeney  Point  and  5 Sheringham  29th.  3 west 
Holme,  Cley  and  north  Yarmouth  30th.  and  2 west  Sheringham,  Mundesley,  Waxham  and 
inland  over  Aylmerton  3 1st. 

Recorded  almost  daily  Sept,  but  numbers  small  apart  from  23rd  when  south  Hunstanton,  5 
west  Holme,  4 west  Scolt  Head,  Cley,  3 Sheringham,  Overstrand  and  2 south  California. 
Noted  on  1 2 dates  Oct,  highest  counts:  7 west  Holme,  2 west  Scolt  Head,  east  Blakeney  Point, 
3 east  Sheringham,  east  Cromer,  Mundesley,  south  California  and  2 Gorleston  5th;  3 west 
Holme,  3 west  Scolt  Head,  2 Kelling  WM,  south  California  and  Gorleston  7th;  3 east 
Sheringham  and  8 Mundesley  19th;  and  3 Blakeney  Point,  2 Cley,  2 Weyboume,  2 
Sheringham,  2 Mundesley,  2 Eccles  and  south  California  20th.  Few  during  Nov  when  one 
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Sheringham  and  2 Mundesley  1st,  and  singles  Gorleston  7th,  Winterton  15th  and  Sea  Palling 
21st;  last  of  year  Mundesley  Dec  1st,  and  Horsey  and  Gorleston  14th. 

Arctic  Skua  Stercorariiis  parasiticus 

Mainly  autumn  passage  migrant,  scarce  at  other  times 

None  until  a light  spring  passage  when  east  Mundesley  April  2nd,  south  California  April  1 9th, 
4 west  Beeston  Regis  May  1 7th  and  one  Walcott  May  23rd.  Small  numbers  during  second  half 
of  June,  probably  marking  start  of  autumn  passage  when  2 west  Overstrand  20th,  one  Scolt 
Head  22nd  and  2 Gorleston  23rd.  Birds  daily  during  July,  highest  counts  3 Scolt  Head,  3 Cley, 
3 Sheringham,  5 Sea  Palling,  2 west  Mundesley  and  3 south  Gorleston  2nd,  8 west  Mundesley 
5th,  8 Sea  Palling  and  6 Gorleston  6th,  6 Scolt  Head  and  8 Blakeney  Point  1 6th,  1 2 Sheringham 
24th  and  12  Sea  Palling  28th. 

Peak  counts  in  Aug  during  final  week:  38  west  11  east  Scolt  Head,  14  Cley,  15 
Sheringham,  20  Trimingham,  32  north  2 south  Walcott  (0600-1200),  23  Sea  Palling,  27 
Waxham  and  9 Winterton  25th;  1 6 Sea  Palling  and  20  Mundesley  28th;  1 8 west  2 east  Holme, 
8 Titchwell,  1 03  west  1 5 east  Scolt  Head,  33  Cley,  83  east  2 west  Sheringham  (0800- 1 930),  1 5 
east  Overstrand  and  19  Walcott  29th;  42  Cley,  40  Sheringham,  15  east  8 west  East  Runton,  1 3 
Mundesley  and  30  Walcott  30th. 

A lack  of  strong  onshore  winds  during  Sept  resulted  in  few  counts  of  note,  best  day  23rd 
when  41  Hunstanton,  37  Holme,  40  west  12  east  Scolt  Head,  20  Cley  and  32  Sheringham. 
Highest  counts  in  Oct:  6 west  Holme,  16  Titchwell,  6 east  2 west  Scolt  Head  and  11 
Sheringham  4th;  5 west  Holme,  8 west  4 east  Scolt  Head,  30  Sheringham,  42  east  Cromer  and 
26  Mundesley  5th;  8 west  4 east  Scolt  Head,  12  Cley,  26  Eccles,  24  Mundesley  and  25  south  3 
north  California  7th.  Occasional  birds  on  5 dates  during  Nov  when  one  Titchwell,  2 west  Scolt 
Head,  2 Sheringham  and  3 Mundesley  1st,  and  singles  Titchwell  4th  and  14th/ 15th,  with  last  of 
year  Holkham  Bay  20th. 

Inland  records  during  autumn  Breydon  July  26th  and  Oct  3rd,  and  4 south-east  Hickling 
Broad  Aug  1 1 th. 

Long-tailed  Skua  Stercorarius  longicaudus 

Autumn  passage  migrant  increasingly  identified  in  recent  years 

All  records  during  autumn,  first  July  when  2 Mundesley  5th  and  singles  west  Paston  29th  and 
east  there  30th.  Passage  during  rest  of  autumn  light,  most  Aug  when  3 Cley  (1  adult)  2nd,  2 
west  Sheringham  23rd;  adult  west  Titchwell  24th;  3 west  Cley  (1  adult),  one  Eccles,  2 Sea 
Palling,  2 north  Walcott  and  south  Waxham  25th;  2 west  Scolt  Head,  east  Cley  and  4 east 
Sheringham  (0730-1930)  29th;  2 east  Blakeney  Point,  3 Cley  and  2 Sheringham  30th;  and  one 
Mundesley  3 1st.  Only  records  in  Sept  Titchwell  and  Mundesley  1st,  4 west  2 east  Holme,  6 
west  Scolt  Head  (1  adult)  and  Salthouse  23rd,  and  one  Cley  28th.  In  Oct  singles  south-west 
Hunstanton  4th,  Cley  and  Yarmouth  5th,  east  Titchwell  6th,  Yarmouth  9th,  Mundesley  and 
Sheringham  19th,  Scolt  Head  and  Sheringham  20th,  and  last  of  year  Burnham  Norton  22nd. 

Great  Skua  Stercorarius  skua 

Passage  migrant  mostly  in  autumn;  small  numbers  at  other  times 

During  first  two  months  of  year  singles  Titchwell  Jan  1st,  Titchwell,  south  Waxham,  south 
California  and  Gorleston  4th,  Winterton  6th,  west  Holme,  east  Weyboume  and  Sheringham 
30th,  south  Eccles  Feb  1st  and  east  Sheringham  21st. 

In  spring  only  record  one  south  Winterton  April  13th.  There  was  a gap  of  nearly  three 
months  before  any  others  when  in  July  5 Cley  2nd  and  one  Sheringham  6th,  and  a further  gap 
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of  four  weeks  before  one  Snettisham  Aug  2nd,  and  2 Cley  and  one  Winterton  18th.  Counts 
during  rest  of  Aug  low  apart  from  29th  when  1 1 west  Holme,  16  west  one  east  Scolt  Head,  3 
Cley,  30  Sheringham  (0730-1930)  and  10  north  6 south  Walcott. 

Very  few  during  Sept,  best  day  23rd  when  10  Hunstanton,  60  west  Holme,  99  west  4 east 
Scolt  Head  and  26  Sheringham.  Passage  much  better  during  Oct  especially  on  4th/5th,  7th  and 
20th.  On  4th  36  south-west  Hunstanton,  89  west  Holme,  37  west  Scolt  Head  and  18 
Sheringham;  on  5th  90  west  Holme,  1 1 2 west  5 east  Scolt  Head,  25  Blakeney  Point,  40  east  1 0 
west  Sheringham  and  10  Mundesley;  on  7th  74  west  4 east  Scolt  Head,  20  Cley,  14 
Sheringham,  54  Eccles,  25  Mundesley  and  31  south  2 north  California;  on  20th  15  Blakeney 
Point,  25  Cley,  10  Sheringham,  14  Eccles,  33  Mundesley  and  12  Gorleston.  Also  during  Oct 
39  west  Holme  6th,  26  Sea  Palling  1 8th,  and  27  west  Scolt  Head  and  4 1 Mundesley  1 9th.  Few 
Nov  most  1st  when  5 west  Holme,  west  Titchwell,  east  and  west  Scolt  Head,  7 Sheringham,  6 
Mundesley  and  one  Winterton.  In  Dec  only  records  2 Gorleston  6th,  one  Sheringham  7th,  and 
17  Sheringham  and  2 Mundesley  21st. 

The  UK  supports  a large  percentage  of  the  world’s  breeding  population,  a significant 
proportion  of  which  moves  south  through  the  North  Sea  in  the  autumn  and  then  is  driven  along 
the  Norfolk  coast  by  strong  onshore  winds.  With  the  current  plans  for  numerous  wind  farms  in 
the  North  Sea,  and  especially  off  the  North  Norfolk  coast,  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  these 
developments  have  any  effect  on  this  species  or  the  many  others  that  follow  similar  routes. 

Mediterranean  Gull  Larus  melanocepha/us 

Regular  all-year  visitor  in  increasing  numbers,  often  remaining  for  weeks;  recent  breeder 
Despite  the  presence  of  6 pairs  all  breeding  attempts  failed.  At  one  site  a pair  fell  to  predation 
while  2 pairs  never  got  beyond  nest  building.  Another  2 pairs  failed  at  a second  locality  and  a 
pair  prospected  at  a third. 

Otherwise  continued  upward  trend  in  numbers  with  records  from  35  coastal  and  28  inland 
localities.  Scolt  Head  witnessed  a pronounced  arrival  of  some  1 4 2cy  (2nd  calendar  year)  birds 
during  May.  A quite  exceptional  influx  of  juvs  included:  Yarmouth  July  18th  (max  4 July 
3 1 St),  Cley  and  west  Sheringham  20th,  east  Sheringham  24th,  Breydon  24th  (max  4 Aug  24th), 
Cley  26th,  Gorleston  27th,  Hickling  Broad  27th/28th,  Thomham  29th,  Snettisham  and  2 
Thomham  Aug  1st,  Cantley  BF  7th,  Saddlebow  22nd  and  Cley  23rd.  Numbers  generally 
peaked  in  Aug  when  Breydon  attracted  a new  county  record  (for  third  consecutive  year)  of  46 
24th. 

Estimated  number  of  individuals  per  month: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Juv 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 st-year 

3 

9 

5 

14 

25 

13 

2 

11 

9 

2 

- 

- 

2nd-year 

6 

12 

1 

4 

4 

4 

1 

5 

16 

5 

2 

1 

Adult 

13 

29 

14 

15 

15 

16 

21 

26 

31 

4 

5 

3 

Unaged 

19 

5 

39 

6 

2 

6 

15 

35 

2 

33 

32 

41 

Total 

41 

55 

59 

39 

46 

39 

50 

88 

58 

44 

39 

45 

Regular  monthly  counts  at  Yarmouth  seafront  saw  peaks  of:  29  Jan.  38  Feb,  32  March,  5 April, 
12  June,  20  July,  3 1 Aug,  43  Sept  (site  record),  3 1 Oct.  3 1 Nov  and  38  Dec.  Nearby  Yarmouth 
Racecourse  attracted  1 5 Aug  2nd.  Numbers  elsew'here  included:  9 Scolt  Head  April  29th  and 
1 6 there  May  1 5th  and  23rd,  7 Breydon  June  29th  and  9 there  July  22nd.  6 Thomham  July  29th 
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and  9 there  Aug  1st,  6 Heacham  Aug  5th,  8 Caister  Aug  18th,  14  Caister  GC  Sept  28th  and  6 
Titchwell  Oct  26th. 

A glut  of  inland  records:  adult  Sedgeford  Jan  7th,  2cy  near  Holt  12th,  up  to  3 (2  adults,  1 
2cy)  East  Harling  5 dates  Jan  28th-Feb  16th,  Felbrigg  Park  Feb  9th,  Whitlingham  CP  16th, 
adult  near  Holt  28th,  2 adults  Blackborough  End  Tip  March  1st,  adult  Aylmerton  9th,  2 
Banningham  14th,  adult  Holkham  Park  15th,  2 Hoe  16th,  adult  East  Harling  20th,  2 UEA 
Broad  21st,  2 (1  adult,  1 3cy)  Sparham  Pools  23rd,  2 adults  Holkham  Park  Lake  23rd  and  2 
there  27th,  2 adults  Great  Bircham  25th,  Hickling  Broad  29th,  2cy  Lyng-Easthaugh  GP  and 
2cy  Whitlingham  CP  30th,  Lenwade  3 1st,  2 adults  Hickling  Broad  April  1st,  adult  Hanworth 
7th,  adult  Welney  12th,  Limpenhoe  Marshes  18th,  2cy  near  Holt  April  20th,  4 (3  2cy,  1 3cy) 
Syderstone  Common  20th,  2 2cy  Hickling  Broad  May  3rd  and  3 2cy  4th,  2 Cantley  BE  19th, 
Hickling  Broad  22nd  and  3cy  June  8th,  2cy  Blackborough  End  Tip  28th,  juv  Hickling  Broad 
July  27th/28th,  adult  Aylmerton  and  adult  King’s  Lynn  Fisher  Fleet  Aug  2nd,  adult  Cantley  BF 
4th  and  juv  there  7th,  adult  Binham  11th,  2 (1  juv,  1 adult)  Saddlebow  22nd,  2cy  Salhouse 
28th/29th,  Welney  Sept  3rd,  Langham  6th,  2cy  Winfarthing  Oct  2nd,  2cy  near  Holt  10th,  2 (1 
Icy,  1 2cy)  Blackborough  End  Tip  1 1th,  Welney  20th  and  1 cy  there  28th. 

Total  of  25  ringed  birds  identified  at  Yarmouth:  16  Belgium,  2 British,  one  Czech 
Republic,  one  Dutch,  2 French,  one  German  and  2 Hungarian. 

Yarmouth  hosted  an  apparent  hybrid  Mediterranean  x Black-headed  Gull  March  8th  with 
an  adult  of  same  parentage  Weyboume  July  28th  (approx  8 previous  county  records). 

Little  Gull  Larus  minutus 

Non-breeding  summer  visitor,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

Early  Jan  saw  some  activity  off  the  coast  Sheringham  eastwards:  45  Mundesley  1st,  42  east 
Sheringham  and  74  Sea  Palling  3rd,  and  55  Gorleston  4th.  Otherwise  an  uneventful  start  to 
year  although  fewer  usual  were  1-2  remaining  in  Northrepps  area  to  Jan  23rd  and  an  adult 
Admiralty  Point  (Terrington  Marsh)  Jan  19th. 


Little  Gulls  and  Little  Auk  (Gary  Wright) 

Overland  spring  passage  began  March  with  2 Welney  19th,  and  singles  Barton  Broad 
22nd  and  Gunton  Park  24th.  A relatively  strong  passage  of  approx  120  through  9 inland  sites 
April  13th-25th  included  16  Lyng-Easthaugh  GP  and  22  Ranworth  Broad  16th,  with  14  Barton 
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Broad  18th,  but  these  were  overshadowed  by  40  Hickling  Broad  25th.  Also  at  this  time  21 
through  Breydon  (5  dates),  max  13  April  17th.  Inland  records  of  1-3  at  3 localities  May/June. 
Regular  at  Titchwell  throughout  June  with  max  13  1st,  also  present  several  dates  Cley 
including  9 8th  and  22  at  nearby  Salthouse  18th  (majority/all  June  birds  were  2cy 
(2nd-calendar  year). 

A quiet  period  ensued  when  most  notable  records:  adult  south  Winterton  July  16th,  16 
Gorleston  Aug  1st,  followed  by  movement  Sept  27th  evidenced  by  20  Holme,  38  Horsey  and 
23  Winterton.  Denizens  of  Scolt  Head  logged  919  (492  east  427  west)  Aug  25th-Nov  1st  with 
peak  of  375  (335  west  40  east)  Oct  4th.  The  latter  date  saw  296  Sheringham  before  a heavy 
passage  Oct  5th  included  84  Blakeney  Point,  600  east  Sheringham,  82  east  Cromer,  120  east 
Overstrand,  594  Mundesley,  73  California  and  2 well  inland  at  Whitlingham  CP.  Further 
movement  7th  when  101  Sheringham,  352  Eccles,  81  (71  south  10  north)  California,  followed 
by  61  California  12th.  Final  movement  of  month  19th  where  446  Mundesley,  250  Sea  Palling 
and  100  Trimingham  ( 1530-1630).  Few  reports  Nov/Dec  but  1 18  off  Mundesley  Nov  1st  and 
100  Sheringham  Dec  15th. 

The  following  table  shows  the  largest  count  at  any  one  locality  each  month: 


Jan  Feb  Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov  Dec 

74  3 2 

Sabine’s  Gull 

40 

1 

22 

II 

16 

38 

600 

118  100 

Lams  sabini 

Almost  annua!  hut  scarce  autumn  vagrant  from  High  Arctic;  extremely  rare  in  spring 
A series  of  typical  autumn  records:  Aug  adult  west  Mundesley  25th  (MDF);  Sept'}\iv  west  Cley 
13th  (CEW),  4 juvs  west  and  one  (same?)  east  Scolt  Head  (NML)  and  juv  east  Cley  (TCD)  and 
then  Sheringham  (GED  RGM)  all  23rd,  juv  east  Weyboume  27th  (PHe),  adult  east  Scolt  Head 
(NML)  and  juv  west  Blakeney  Point  (RFP)  both  28th;  Oct  juv  east  Blakeney  Point  (AMS)  and 
adult  east  Sheringham  ( ACh  IP  et  af)  both  4th,  juv  east  Sheringham  (CB  PJH  et  al)  and  juv  east 
Mundesley  (MDF)  both  5th,  and  juv  north  Yarmouth  13th  (TCL). 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  Lams  Philadelphia 

Vagrant  from  North  America 

The  third  county  record  of  this  engaging  larid,  a 2nd-calendar  year  individual,  frequented 
Hickling  Broad  May  3rd-23rd  (MDF  JJG  ADK  et  al).  It  could  often  be  seen  in  the  evening 
pre-roost  gathering  and  sometimes  early  mornings  on  Rush  Hills  scrape.  As  the  two  former 
records  were  seen  by  single  observers  this  bird  caused  quite  a stir  and  was  much  enjoyed  by 
Norfolk  birders.  See  article  page  285. 

Black-headed  Gull  Lams  ridibundus 

Breeds  colonially,  dispersing  in  winter  when  many  immigrants  from  Eastern  Europe 
Roost/roost  flight  (*)  and  daytime  gatherings  at  selected  sites: 

Jan  Feh  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Lynn  Point*  9000  8150  6400  - - - 10600 

Scolt  Head  - - 800  4500  5000  - 4500  7000  3500 

East  Harling  2500  6000  200  600 

Blackboro’ End  Tip  3000  2000  1500  100  80  400  400  - 750  1800  2000  2000 
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Notable  concentrations  elsewhere:  1500  Roughton  Jan  18th,  1030  Holme  19th,  500 
Weyboume  and  900  Colney  Pits  31st,  2151  Titchwell  plus  1554  Thomham  Feb  2nd,  1000  to 
roost  Overstrand  7th  and  12th,  400  Holkham  Park  Lake,  793  Stiffkey  SM  and  1170  Hockwold 
Washes  March  23rd,  1200  Cley  April  8th,  303  Pentney  GP  12th,  2150  Snettisham  May  3rd, 
500  Hickling  Broad  7th,  1 600  Blakeney  Hbr  20th  with  1 000  there  June  1 5th,  750  Welney  July 
23rd,  400  Wells  Hbr  Aug  3 1 st,  500  Holme  Sept  3rd,  703  Stiffkey  SM  Nov  7th,  3000  Hingham 
Dec  7th,  600  Brancaster  Hbr  13th  and  812  Ranworth  Broad  14th. 

First  ‘movements’  245  west  Scolt  Head  Jan  24th  and  295  west  Holme  March  3rd. 

Breeding  information  received  from  13  sites  with  number  of  pairs  as  follows:  Holme  80, 
Titchwell  35,  Brancaster  Hbr  200,  Scolt  Head  2700,  Holkham  NNR  945  (where  counted), 
Blakeney  Point  750,  Kelling  WM  20,  Hoveton  Marshes  35  (much  reduced),  Strumpshaw 
150-182,  Crimplesham  GP  1,  Nar  Valley  Fisheries  98,  Wissington  BF  100  and  Welney  5. 
Some  2500-3000  young  fledged  Scolt  Head  and  150  at  Blakeney  Point.  Hickling  Broad  saw 
35  chicks/juvs  but  success  was  not  so  good  elsewhere  with  6 young  fledged  Holme  (most 
predated  by  Fox),  all  nests  predated  at  Kelling  WM  with  likewise  complete  failure  at  Titchwell 
and  Welney. 

Autumn  immigration  of  birds  passing  west  along  north  coast  documented  at  3 localities 
July  4th-Oct  21st:  Holme  recorded  3097  west  Sept  13th-Oct  13th  including  959  Sept  30th;  an 
impressive  13,596  passed  Scolt  Head  July  4th-Oct  21st  with  best  days:  1525  July  10th,  1837 
Sept  13th  and  1649  14th;  total  ofl704  at  Sheringham  with  386  July  7th,  938  July  13th  and  380 
Oct  21st. 

A partial  albino  adult  bird  West  Runton  Jan  4th  and  similarly  Blackborough  End  Tip  Feb 
8th,  while  a leucistic  adult  was  picked  out  from  the  hordes  at  East  Harling  Jan  18th. 

Common  Gull  Larus  canus 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  with  non-breeders  remaining  all  summer;  spasmodic 
breeder 

Monthly  roost/roost  flight  counts  {*)  and  concentrations  at  selected  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Lynn  Point* 

2500 

2000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1500 

- 

- 

- 

2600 

Holme 

2650 

1500 

750 

23 

- 

527 

- 

- 

120 

160 

- 

- 

Scolt  Head 

- 

- 

- 

1200 

1500 

1500 

1800 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Blackboro’  End  Tip 

100 

49 

20 

12 

- 

1 

- 

- 

10 

53 

70 

- 

Elsewhere:  800  Roughton  Jan  18th,  1000  East  Harling  27th,  500  Weyboume  31st,  523 
Titchwell  Feb  2nd,  750  East  Harling  9th,  600*  Overstrand  12th,  6000  Hoveton  Great  Broad* 
13th  and  1200  Holkham  Park  Lake  March  23rd,  625  Lynn  Point  (daytime  flock)  29th,  320 
Hockwold  Washes  30th. 

Attempted  breeding  at  4 sites:  Snettisham  1 pr,  Scolt  Head  5 prs  (raising  3 young), 
Holkham  NNR  9 prs  (sev  young),  and  Blakeney  Point  3 prs  (unsuccessful).  Although  modest, 
the  total  of  1 8 pairs  is  the  strongest  breeding  effort  to  date. 

Westerly  immigration  noted  Scolt  Head  as  follows:  59  July  10th,  33  1 1th,  35  29th,  58 
31st,  172  through  Sept  (inc  54  29th)  and  131  Oct  20th. 

An  albino  individual  was  present  at  Holme  March  1st  - if  only  it  had  sported  short,  black 

legs! 
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Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  Lams  fuscus 

Passage  migrant  and  migratory  breeder;  increasing  in  winter 
Monthly  max  at  some  favoured  localities: 


Jan 

Feh 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Saddlebow 

50 

150 

80 

72 

128 

350 

1575 

500 

700 

500 

250 

35 

Lynn  Point 

244 

180 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1800 

- 

1200 

- 

- 

East  Tuddenham 

110 

500 

- 

- 

- 

- 

250 

- 

450 

- 

_ 

- 

East  Harling 

2500 

5000 

400 

100 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

225 

- 

Blackboro’  End  Tip 

7 

12 

604 

300 

253 

400 

250 

50 

- 

10 

10 

3 

Welney 

- 

- 

121 

- 

- 

- 

- 

178 

144 

76 

_ 

- 

Further  gatherings  included:  167  Cley  May  20th,  1000  Cley  June  12th,  180  Whitlingham  CP 
29th,  260  Quidenham  July  3rd,  357  Gooderstone  8th,  490  north-west  Hockwold  Washes  12th, 
77  Blakeney  Hbr  19th,  250  Ludham  Airfield  Aug  18th,  900  Winfarthing  29th,  400  Clippesby 
Hill  Sept  2nd,  225  Repps-with-Bastwick  Oct  20th,  170  West  Hading  Heath  Nov  2nd. 

Coastal  movements  (mostly  April  and  May)  observed  2 sites:  1 1 west  Scolt  Head  Jan  24th 
and  further  westerly  passage  of  14  April  27th,  55  28th,  22  May  4th,  43  May  17th  when  73  (65 
west  8 east)  Sheringham,  and  22  west  again  off  Scolt  Head  Oct  7th. 

Breeding  data  received  from  Yarmouth/Gorleston  only:  2 pairs  on  roofs  Gorleston,  130 
pairs  Gorleston  Southtown  and  30  pairs  on  roofs  Yarmouth.  Good  success  rate  Gorleston  area 
where  19  pairs  nested  on  the  ground  for  the  first  time. 

Generally  small  numbers  of  birds  showing  characteristics  of  Lf  intermedins  reported  from 
just  4 localities:  Saddlebow,  Cley,  Rackheath  and  Blackborough  End  Tip.  Late  summer 
appeared  to  be  peak  time  with  max  14  Saddlebow  July  7th  and  30  Rackheath  Aug  28th. 

Many  birds,  at  several  sites,  bearing  red  rings  on  the  left  leg  (probably  ringed  at 
Orfordness,  Suffolk)  including  8 which  were  read  and  proved  as  such  at  East  Harling  early 
winter  (see  also  Ringing  Section). 

Herring  Gull  Larus  argentatus 

Herring  Gull  L (a)  argenteus/argentatus 
Increasing  breeder,  late  summer  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
Daytime  and  roost/roost  flight  (*)  counts  as  follows: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Saddlebow 

440 

250 

- 

- 

470 

15 

110 

150 

60 

50 

100 

700 

Lynn  Point* 

3139 

1890 

3650 

- 

- 

- 

- 

600 

- 

3100 

- 

- 

Snettisham 

- 

- 

1290 

1530 

450 

420 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Holme 

3500 

2110 

325 

- 

- 

260 

- 

460 

- 

455 

341 

- 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

- 

- 

- 

1500 

420 

125 

200 

264 

271 

- 

115 

- 

Blackboro’  End  Tip 

1700 

2800 

2000 

1200 

550 

500 

450 

300 

500 

800 

1500 

2000 

Other  notable  gatherings  included:  1387  Thomham  Hbr  and  2000  Titchwell  Feb  2nd,  1000 
East  Harling  9th,  400  Sparham  Pools  March  1st,  350  Stiffkey  SM  and  284  Thomham  Hbr  Nov 
7th. 

Several  coastal  movements  Jan/Feb  may  have  been  hard  weather  related.  These  included 
350  east  Sheringham  Jan  4th,  105  west  Scolt  Head  Jan  24th  and  600  west  Overstrand  Feb  1st. 
Birds  again  moving  in  April  when  600  east  Holme  and  425  west  Scolt  Head  5th,  with  245  again 
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west  Scolt  Head  6th  and  225  west  12th.  Autumn  saw  66  west  Holme  Sept  8th,  360  west 
Overstrand  Oct  6th,  215  west  Holme  Oct  7th  and  later  300  east  (0900-1 100)  Overstrand  Nov 
24th,  plus  325  north  California  Dec  22nd. 

Argentatus  types  presumably  widespread  both  winter  periods  and  numbers  suggestive  of 
a peak  early  Feb.  Of  the  600  passing  Overstrand  Feb  1st  most  were  considered  to  be  this  race 
and  shortly  after  this  max  of  120  occurred  at  Blackborough  End  Tip  on  8th.  Other  counts  of 
interest;  70  Blackborough  End  Tip  Jan  18th,  50  East  Hading  Feb  9th,  25  Blackborough  End 
Tip  Nov  1st  and  1 0 Titchwell  Nov  22nd.  Numbers  plummeted  early  to  mid-Feb  but  5 remained 
Blackborough  End  Tip  April  5th  and  the  first  returning  bird  there  an  adult  Sept  30th.  Perhaps 
the  rarest  land  in  a fascinating  early  winter  for  gulls  was  a yellow-legged  adult  argentatus 
Blackborough  End  Tip  Jan  4th,  considered  likely  to  originate  from  the  eastern  Baltic  region. 

A leucistic  2nd-calendar  year  (2cy)  gull  showing  all  off-white  plumage  Blackborough 
End  Tip  April  26th  and  May  3rd  was  most  likely  this  species.  King’s  Lynn  Fisher  Fleet 
attracted  2 birds  ringed  as  chicks  at  Orfordness,  Suffolk  while  many  other  red  ringed  birds  of 
similar  origin  were  seen  at  a number  of  sites. 

Yellow-legged  Gull  L (a)  michahellis 
Increasing  visitor  from  southern  Europe 

Continued  increase  with  sightings  from  38  localities  and  a new  county  record  of  56  Saddlebow 
Sept  13th.  Estimates  of  numbers  of  individuals  per  month  (see  table  below)  show  relatively 
high  numbers  Jan  steadily  decreasing  until  an  influx  began  May  into  June.  Initially  2cy 
(2nd-calendar  year)  and  3cy  birds  appeared,  followed  by  older  birds  and  juvs  from  July  until 
numbers  peaked  Aug/Sept.  A rapid  decline  through  Oct/Nov  as  winter  approached  fits  the 
expected  pattern  of  occurrence.  Estimates  of  number  of  individuals  and  age  breakdown  as 
follows: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jan 

Jut 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Juv 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 st-year 

2 

4 

1 

- 

1 

16 

7 

23 

1 

5 

4 

1 

2nd-year 

5 

3 

2 

4 

5 

11 

9 

11 

7 

1 

- 

2 

3rd-year 

2 

2 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

6 

3 

2 

2 

1 

4th-year/Adult 

10 

5 

2 

- 

1 

3 

22 

43 

53 

38 

12 

2 

Unaged 

2 

- 

- 

1 

6 

8 

18 

- 

15 

2 

3 

3 

Total 

21 

14 

6 

5 

20 

40 

66 

93 

79 

48 

21 

9 

A decidedly  early  juv  Blackborough  End  Tip  July  5th  was  forerunner  of  influx  of  juvs 
involving  probably  20  or  more  birds.  Blackborough  End  Tip  had  a min  7 individuals  July/Aug 
with  max  5 July  12th  and  26th.  Others  included:  Saddlebow  July  12th,  Whitlingham  CP  20th 
(up  to  2 to  month  end),  2 Breydon  27th  (one  still  28th),  Gorleston  Aug  1st,  Whitlingham  CP 
4th,  Rackheath  and  Salhouse  1 3th,  Eau  Brink  22nd,  max  5 Saddlebow  26th  and  single  Welney 
31st. 

Counts  of  note:  6 East  Harling  Jan  27th,  with  7 there  Feb  16th,  5 Blackborough  End  Tip 
May  26th,  6 Saddlebow  and  9 Blackborough  End  Tip  June  14th,  7 Cley  June  27th,  14 
Saddlebow  and  20  Cley  July  12th,  1 1 Whitlingham  CP  1 3th,  9 Blackborough  End  Tip  26th,  26 
Wiggenhall  St  Germans  Aug  8th,  6 Rackheath  13th,  41  Saddlebow  26th  with  56  there  Sept 
13th,  32  Oct  8th,  7 Nov  1st  and  5 Dec  3rd. 

King’s  Lynn  Fisher  Fleet  attracted  a 2cy  March  12th  which  was  ringed  on  May  24th  2002 
at  Lagune  des  Imperiaux,  Bouches-du-Rhone,  France  (see  also  Ringing  Section).  A 4cy  bird  at 
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Blackborough  End  Tip  May  26th  constantly  chased  off  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  when  not 
displaying  to  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls. 

Caspian  Gull  L (a/michahellis)  cachinnam 
Rare  visitor  from  eastern  Europe 

The  highlight  of  the  early  winter  for  gull  enthusiasts  was  an  unprecedented  arrival  of  up  to  30 
individuals  ot  this  form.  Numbers  of  individuals  per  month  difficult  to  determine,  the 
following  table  showing  estimates  only  and  generally  does  not  allow  for  interchange  between 
sites  unless  this  seems  most  likely  or  proven: 

Jan  Eeb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

All  localities  1114  8 12  1 - 423  - 4 

A min  of  12  (5  2nd-calendar  year  (2cy),  3 3cy,  1 4cy,  3 adults)  joined  the  masses  of  gulls  in 
fields  at  East  Harling  Jan  4th-March  30th  including  4 Feb  5th  and  March  15th  (TCL  et  af). 
Blackborough  End  Tip  produced  a steady  stream  of  birds  Jan  4th-April  26th  involving  12 
individuals  (9  2cy,  3 adults)  with  max  4 Jan  4th  (DEB  SJH  JAR  PMW).  Elsewhere  during 
period:  4cy  near  Holt  Jan  1 st  and  2 separate  2cy  Jan  1 2th  and  Feb  1 st  (AMS),  2 Aldeby  Tip  Jan 
22nd  (TCL)  and  2cy  Saddlebow  Feb  17th  (PMW). 

Birds  then  recorded  every  month  except  July  and  Nov,  with  a number  passing  through 
Saddlebow:  2cy  May  24th,  2cy  Aug  19th-22nd  and  Sept  1st,  Icy  Sept  20th,  2 (2cy,  3cy)  Oct 
8th,  2cy  Oct  2 1 st,  1 cy  Dec  8th  and  3cy  Dec  1 7th  (DEB  TCL  PMW).  Elsewhere  2cy  Cley  May 
lOth-Junelst  (MIE  AMS  et  af),  3cy  Wiggenhall  St  Germans/Eau  Brink  Aug  8th- 12th  (TCL), 
2cy  Rackheath/Salhouse  Aug  13th  (MHo),  Juv  Stiffkey  SM  Aug  15th  (SCV)  and  2 2cy 
Blackborough  End  Tip  Dec  31st  (PMW). 

Iceland  Gull  Larus  glaucoides 

Annual  but  very  scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant 

Early  winter  period  saw  up  to  7 individuals  followed  by  a single  in  Dec,  thus  a fairly  typical 
spread  of  records.  All  sightings  listed:  adult  Blackborough  End  Tip  Feb  1st,  adult  Waxham 
3rd,  3rd-calendar  year  (3cy)  East  Harling  5th  (presumed  same  March  19th),  2 (1  4cy,  1 adult) 
Titchwell  and  2cy  Blackborough  End  Tip  March  1st,  2cy  west  Beeston  Bump  March  26th  and 
finally  Icy  Blackborough  End  Tip  Dec  7th. 

Glaucous  Gull  Larus  hyperboreus 

Winter  visitor  in  fluctuating  numbers;  rare  in  summer 

Probably  10+  individuals  noted  with  the  bulk  Jan-March.  Not  a great  showing  by  any  means 
but  a lingering  2nd-calendar  year  (2cy)  bird  ranging  Salthouse  to  Wells  and  inland  to  Langham 
was  popular  and  the  sight  of  2 2cy  birds  in  same  field  at  East  Harling  was  memorable. 

The  table  shows  estimates  of  number  of  individuals  per  month: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
All  localities  6621  1 - --  -1  -- 

All  records  listed  as  follows:  adult  east  between  Langham  and  Morston  Jan  1 st,  2cy  Sea  Palling 
to  Caister  Jan  5th- 17th,  2cy  Salthouse  to  Wells  (as  above)  Jan  6th  to  month  end.  2cy  East 
Harling  irregularly  Jan  21st-March  9th  with  2 2cy  present  Feb  6th-9th,  3cy  East  Harling  Jan 
27th,  again  Feb  3rd/4th,  adult  Blakeney  Point  with  (same?)  adult  Titchwell  Jan  31st.  west 
Sheringham  Feb  2nd.  3cy  Blackborough  End  Tip  8th.  imm  Lyng-Easthaugh  GP  19th,  Cley 
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20th,  2cy  Blakeney  Point/Stiffkey  and  2cy  Yarmouth  March  1st,  4cy  Blackborough  End  Tip 
April  26th,  3cy  Breydon  May  18th  and  27th,  and  adult  west  Holme  Oct  3 1st. 


Glaucous  Gull  (Richard  Johnson) 

An  unprecedented  run  of  possible  Glaucous  x Herring  hybrids  occurred  at  Blackborough 
End  Tip,  all  of  which  were  thought  to  be  beyond  ‘normal’  pale  argenteus/argentatus.  A total 
of  4 individuals  appeared  on  the  following  dates;  2cy  Jan  18th;  2cy  Jan  25th,  Feb  1st  and  8th; 
2cy  March  7th  and  adult  March  15th,  22nd  and  29th.  Also  one  East  Harling  Feb  1 1th.  A Icy 
resembling  a small  dark  Glaucous  Gull  Blackborough  End  Tip  Dec  20th  and  31st  may  also 
have  been  a Glaucous  x Herring. 

Great  Black-backed  Gull  Lams  marinus 

Passage  migrant,  winter  visitor  and  non-breeding  summer  visitor 

Scolt  Head  recorded  an  impressive  autumn  build-up  again  while  the  counts  at  Blackborough 
End  Tip  March  and  Aug  were  relatively  high. 

Monthly  max  at  selected  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jttn 

Jid 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Lynn  Point 

165 

70 

180 

- 

- 

- 

- 

200 

- 

300 

- 

- 

Holme 

31 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

50 

134 

33 

- 

Thomham  Hbr 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

57 

- 

74 

57 

- 

Scolt  Head 

- 

- 

83 

- 

41 

26 

53 

280 

- 

518 

39 

- 

Stiffkey  SM 

76 

112 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

33 

- 

- 

129 

- 

Blakeney  Hbr 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

71 

50 

- 

142 

65 

- 

Blackborough  End  Tip 

120 

50 

256 

90 

121 

12 

- 

220 

- 

- 

no 

140 

Also  of  note:  50  East  Harling  Feb  9th,  90  Snettisham  June  15th  and  130  Blakeney  Point  Aug 
23rd.  The  first  juv  at  Blackborough  End  Tip  appeared  Aug  16th. 
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Counts  of  birds  passing  along  the  coast  included:  80  east  Sheringham  Jan  4th  and  105 
west  there  May  25th,  60  west  Weyboume  July  2nd  and  45  west  Aug  20th,  36  west  Scolt  Head 
Aug  29th,  207  west  Holme  Oct  7th  and  105  north  California  Dec  22nd.  As  with  all  such 
movements  it  is  difficult  to  know  whether  local  (roost)  flights  are  involved  or  genuine  passage. 

A rather  striking  leucistic  2nd-calendar  year  with  all  white  plumage  East  Hading  Feb 
5th/6th,  with  presumably  same  California  April  3rd. 

Kittiwake  Rissa  tridacn>la 

Mainly  passage  migrant;  occasional  non-breeding  concentrations  in  summer 
Numbers  evident  off  coast  in  Jan  when  notable  counts  of  85  east  Weyboume,  204  Sheringham 
and  568  Sea  Palling  3rd,  156  south  California  4th,  55  west  Holme  and  400  west  Sheringham 
29th,  and  275  west  Holme  30th,  followed  by  several  hundred  south  (30  mins)  Winterton  Feb 
23rd. 

Spring  saw  1 1 5 south  California  April  2nd  and  300  west  3rd. 

Autumn  dispersal  recorded  Aug  23rd-Nov  1 st  with  most  activity  late  Aug  and  throughout 
Oct.  Larger  numbers:  68  north  Walcott  Aug  25th,  325  (314  east  1 1 west)  Scolt  Head.  201 
(0730-1930)  Sheringham,  100  Mundesley  and  69  (52  north  17  south)  Walcott  Aug  29th,  133 
east  Scolt  Head  and  190  (0600-0900)  Sheringham  Sept  1st,  200  Hunstanton  Oct  4th,  350  east 
Sheringham,  460  east  Cromer  and  1500  Mundesley  5th,  74  (58  west  16  east)  Scolt  Head  and 
101  (97  south  4 north)  California  7th,  321  north  California  12th,  1 1 1 (78  west  33  east)  Scolt 
Head,  2500  Mundesley,  1050  Sea  Palling  and  200  south  (1  hr)  Waxham  19th,  260  (2 13  east  47 
west)  Scolt  Head,  550  (530  east  20  west)  Sheringham,  700  Eccles  and  155  south  California 
20th,  300  west  Holme  26th,  and  finally  54  east  Scolt  Head  and  3 1 0 east  Sheringham  Nov  1 st. 

Inland  sightings  of  singles  Hickling  Broad  April  7th,  freshly  dead  Pentney  GP  April  19th 
and  Welney  Dec  27th. 

Sandwich  Tern  Sterna  sandvicensis 

Migratory  breeder  and  passage  migrant 

An  early  spring  arrival  at  Cley  March  3rd  but  no  further  records  until  8 Scolt  Head  25th  and  20 
there  26th,  followed  by  Cley  29th  and  2 Holme  3 1st.  A steady  build-up  at  Scolt  Head  where 
350  April  1st,  500  by  5th,  750  6th,  1000  15th,  2000  18th  and  3500  from  20th  until  month  end. 
3000  remained  until  May  4th  after  which  1000  until  6th  and  only  400  to  month  end. 

A poor  breeding  season  at  Scolt  Head  where  just  650  pairs  fledged  500  young,  the  worst 
since  the  complete  failures  in  1997  and  1998.  A decrease  on  last  year  at  Stiffkey  Little  Binks 
where  250  pairs  fledged  250  young.  An  excellent  season  at  Blakeney  Point  where  2900  pairs 
fledged  2300  young  from  4 separate  colonies,  the  best  fledging  success  there  since  1993 
despite  regular  egg  stealing  by  Common  Gulls  and  heavy  predation  late  in  season  by  Herring 
and  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  and  rats. 

Single  1 st-summer  birds  at  Breydon  May  28th  and  July  28th;  first  juv  away  from  breeding 
colonies  Breydon  June  26th. 

Other  notable  coastal  movements/gatherings:  570  west  Sheringham  April  28th  and  250 
May  14th,  460  Cley  May  4th  with  200  on  1 1th,  287  15th  and  400  16th,  500  between  Cromer 
and  Overstrand  June  18th,  972  east  Sheringham  (0500-0625)  30th,  1180  passed  Mundesley 
July  2nd  (a  site  record  count),  972  Sheringham  (0500-0625)  7th.  350  west  Overstrand  late 
evening  5th,  312  east  Mundesley  17th,  350  east  Walcott  20th,  750  Breydon  22nd  and  a site 
record  829  24th,  250  Cley  10th.  15th  and  18th. 

Inland:  one  over  Sparham  July  1 8th,  a single  flock  of  250  north-west  over  Hickling  Broad 
at  2120  hrs  July  27th  and  one  Metton  Sept  9th. 
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Last  of  autumn  Titchwell  Nov  12th  and  east  Sheringham  15th. 

Roseate  Tern  Sterna  dougallii 

Uncommon  summer  visitor;  has  bred 

Another  good  year  with  birds  June-Aug;  for  third  successive  year  no  breeding  or  attempted 
breeding  recorded. 

All  records:  Scolt  Head  June  1 1th  and  2 29th;  Cley  Aug  25th;  Eccles-Sea  Palling  up  to  2 
birds  seen  on  several  dates  between  June  2 1 st  and  July  5th  - it  is  considered,  from  photographic 
evidence,  rings,  plumage  and  bare  parts  differences  that  7 different  individuals  were  involved; 
Breydon  June  13th,  2 July  4th,  3 5th,  one  6th,  2 1 1th  and  one  18th.  All  adults  other  than  an 
immature  (lsL2nd-summer)  Breydon  July  5th/6th. 

Nationally,  Roseate  Terns  had  their  most  successful  breeding  season  for  30  years  at 
Coquet  Island  in  Northumberland  where  70  pairs  bred  and  it  is  believed  the  entire  English 
population  nested  there  this  year.  (Ref  BBC  News  website  updated  Aug  27th  2003). 

Common  Tern  Sterna  hirundo 

Migratory  breeder  and  passage  migrant  at  both  coastal  and  inland  sites 
Recorded  between  March  31st  (Ranworth)  and  Oct  12th  (Horsey).  The  only  notable  spring 
concentrations  Scolt  Head  where  280  May  2nd-22nd,  500  23rd  and  600  by  month  end. 

A min  of  987  breeding  pairs,  considerably  more  than  recorded  2002,  and  an  increase  in 
fledged  young  due  largely  to  an  excellent  season  at  Scolt  Head. 


No  o f prs Young  fledged 


Snettisham 

115 

2 

Scolt  Head 

280 

4-500 

Holkham  NNR 

88 

unknown 

(Stiffkey  Big  Binks 

45) 

(Stiffkey  Little  Binks 

14) 

(Wells  New  Ridge 

28) 

(Bob  Hall  Sands 

1) 

Blakeney  Point 

168 

45 

Cley 

2-3 

3 

Breydon 

202 

199 

Martham  Broad 

22 

unknown 

Ranworth  Broad 

39 

53* 

Barton  Broad 

21 

25* 

Hardley  Flood 

7 

unknown 

Sparham  Pools 

8 

0 

Sennowe  Park 

7 

unknown 

Nar  Valley  Fisheries 

2 

0 

Pentney  GP 

1 

0 

Welney 

25 

30 

* based  on  a 50%  fledging  rate  of  number  of  eggs  counted 

Almost  a complete  failure  at  Snettisham,  cause  unknown.  At  Scolt  Head  many  broods  of  3, 
and  two  of  4 fledged,  thought  due  to  plentiful  food  locally,  predator  control,  no  spring  flooding 
and  good  weather.  A total  failure  at  Stiffkey  Little  Binks  due  to  predation  by  Common  Gulls. 
At  Blakeney  Point  poor  success  due  to  high  tides  and  heavy  predation  by  Herring  Gulls.  A 
slightly  above  average  year  at  Breydon  with  197  pairs  on  the  4 platforms  and  5 pairs  on  the 
saltings  (all  5 failed  due  to  high  tides  and  predation  as  usual).  A bizarre  find  on  June  25th 
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involved  8 freshly  dead  adults  on  the  B platform,  5 in  one  nesting  compartment;  the  cause  of 
death  remains  uncertain.  A late  season  there  with  last  fledging  Sept  14th.  A late  hatching  of 
one  Aug  23rd  was  predated  due  to  few  adults  remaining  at  the  colony  by  this  time.  Predation  is 
almost  non-existent  at  this  site  due  to  high  numbers  of  adults  in  the  confined  area  of  the  nesting 
colony. 

From  June  1st,  2 Ist-summer  birds  summered  Snettisham  with  up  to  5 Breydon  June 
8th- Aug  7th.  Immatures  ( 1 st/2nd-summer)  recorded  Cley,  Eccles,  Sea  Palling  and  Breydon 
July  2nd-Aug  2nd.  An  exceptionally  early  juv  Breydon  June  28th  was  not  a local  bird.  An 
adult  with  all  black  bill  Breydon  June  1 6th  and  at  least  6 dark-billed  birds  Sea  Palling  July  1 st. 

Autumn  movements  of  note:  200  Eccles  Aug  1st,  400  Walcott  (0600-1200),  250  Sea 
Palling  and  304  California  25th  with  284  there  26th,  300  east  Sheringham  (0600-0730)  Sept 
12th  and  300  Overstrand  17th;  1000  Breydon  July  26th  and  1200  Aug  22nd  were  site  record 
counts. 


Sandwich  Terns  (Gary  Wright) 

Arctic  Tern  Sterna  paradisaea 

Double  passage  migrant;  a few  pairs  breed 

First  Breydon  April  15th  (earliest  site  date).  Another  mainly  light  spring  passage  with  only  1-4 
at  9 localities  to  month  end  with  exception  of  7 east  Breydon  1 6th,  1 5 east  there  1 7th  and  1 8 
east  21st,  1 1 Hockwold  Washes  16th,  and  13  east  Weyboume  and  Sheringham  17th.  In  May 
1-5  at  just  3 localities  with  50  west  in  small  groups  Holme  early  afternoon  on  5th  the  exception. 

Breeding:  2 pairs  Scolt  Head,  one  pair  fledged  2 young  whilst  other  pair  lost  young  to  high 
spring  tides  in  June;  at  Blakeney  Point  1 8 pairs  fledged  only  2 young  as  most  nests  washed  out 
by  big  tides. 

Elsewhere  only  June  records  singles  Hickling  Broad  1 7th  and  east  Mundesley  on  2 1 st.  In 
July  1 -4  at  6 localities  with  exception  7 Sea  Palling  on  28th.  1 st-summer  birds  Hickling  Broad 
June  17th,  Sea  Palling  July  8th  and  Breydon  24th.  An  immature  ( 1 st/2nd-summer)  Breydon 
July  14th. 

Light  autumn  passage  with  1-6  at  14  localities  with  exception  of  7 Sheringham  Oct  7th 
and  1 1 juvs  north  Waxham  14th.  Latest  2 Mundesley  Oct  20th  . 
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Sterna  albifrons 


Little  Tern 
Local  migratory  breeder 
First  Scolt  Head  April  7th  the  earliest  since  1985  with  the  exception  of  the  2 extremely  early 
birds  at  Yarmouth  March  24th  1988.  No  more  records  until  Holme  and  Thomham  13th,  and 
Breydon  15th  with  10  there  16th.  Only  other  double-figure  movements/gatherings  in  April  12 
Holme  20th,  12  Breydon  and  18  Scolt  Head  21st  with  12  west  there  22nd,  30  on  28th  and  12 
Yarmouth  North  Beach  26th. 

Max  breeding  total  of  585  pairs  with  a min  of  601  young  fledged,  a good  season.  At 
Holme  all  predated  by  fox.  At  Titchwell  courtship  noted  by  one  pair  but  no  nesting  took  place. 
At  Brancaster  3 pairs  failed  but  may  have  relocated  to  Scolt  Head  where  the  most  successful 
breeding  season  since  1999.  Ground  predator  control  was  carried  out  successfully  but 
Common  Gulls  were  seen  to  take  undefended  eggs  and  young  and  may  have  had  a significant 
impact  on  the  success  of  some  pairs.  This  had  been  suspected  to  occur  in  past  years  but  never 
proven  and  also  noted  at  other  sites  along  the  north  coast.  With  the  recent  increase  in  numbers 
of  breeding  Common  Gulls  along  the  coast  this  could  become  a major  issue.  Predation  by 
Kestrels  has  so  far  never  been  a problem  there,  unlike  at  Yarmouth,  with  no  evidence  that  any 
young  were  taken  by  the  up  to  5 birds  hunting  the  island  on  a daily  basis.  At  Burnham  Overy 
and  Wells  foxes  implicated  in  poor  success  rate.  At  Blakeney  Point  predation  by  large  gulls  the 
problem  at  the  main  colony;  a small  colony  near  the  Watchhouse  was  more  successful  with  19 
out  of  20  fledging. 

An  excellent  season  at  Eccles  where  an  increase  in  pairs  led  to  almost  2 young  per  pair 
fledging.  At  Winterton  the  relocation  of  birds  from  Yarmouth  was  the  main  reason  for  the 
dramatic  increase  to  233  pairs,  where  an  incredible  450-500  young  fledged;  the  largest  number 


Little  Terns  (Martin  Woodcock) 
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Citrine  Wagtail  - a crowd  pleaser  at  Kelling  Water  Meadows.  (Julian  Bhalerao) 


) 


Booted  Warbler  - another  popular  bird  found  by  the  coast  road  at  West  Runton. 
Knot  - this  obliging  juvenile  was  at  Cley.  (Gary  Wright) 

— 


(Nigel  Blake) 


Yellow-browed  Warbler  - record  numbers  were  seen  including  this  bird  at  Holkham  Meals.  {Julian  Bhalerao} 
Pallas’s  Warbler  - a record  influx  including  this  bird  ringed  at  Denmaik  House,  Weyboume.  {Julian  Bhalerao) 


Olive-backed  Pipit  - this  bird  sneaked  around  Great  Yarmouth  Cemeteiy  in  October.  {John  Harris) 
Little  Bunting  - an  often  elusive  bird  at  Walsey  Hills.  {Julian  Bhalerao) 


produced  by  a single  colony  in  Britain  and  Ireland  since  recording  began  in  1969.  Predation 
was  non-existent  other  than  a single  kill  by  a Sparrowhawk.  The  Yarmouth  North  Beach 
colony  suffered  a second  successive  year  of  detrimental  human  impact.  Following  vandalism 
in  2002,  this  year  a missing  child  in  Yarmouth  prompted  an  intensive  daily  helicopter  search  of 
the  tideline  during  the  first  2-3  weeks  in  May  and  was  considered  the  major  factor  in  causing 
the  birds  to  relocate  . Predation  by  hedgehogs,  gulls  and  Kestrel(s)  affected  the  success  of  the  9 
pairs  that  remained.  There  is  no  doubt  their  relocation  was  a positive  move  with  a more 
successful  outcome  at  Winterton  than  had  they  remained  at  Yarmouth. 


No  of prs 

Young  fledged 

Holme 

15-16 

0 

Brancaster 

3 

0 

Scolt  Head 

90 

60-65 

Burnham  Overy 

• 33 

3 

Wells 

4 

0 

Bob  Hall  Sands 

1 

0 

Wells  New  Ridge 

37 

6 

Little  Binks 

4 

0 

Blakeney  Point 

116 

20 

Eccles 

37 

60+ 

Hickling  Broad 

2 

unknown 

Winterton 

233 

450-500 

Yarmouth  North  Beach 

9 

2 

A Ist-summer  female  Eccles  July  2nd- 12th  seen  displaying  and  nest  scraping  with  a 
2nd-summer  colour-ringed  Yarmouth  male. 

An  impressive  midsummer  hightide  roost  count  of  380  Scolt  Head  July  1 7th  with  235  Aug 
2nd.  Exceptional  numbers  there  in  Sept  with  39  2nd  and  5 still  and  7 west  on  26th.  Last  Holme 
Oct  9th. 

Inland:  2 Rockland  Broad  May  2nd. 


Black  Tern  Chlidonias  niger 

Regular  double  passage  migrant  in  variable  numbers;  has  bred 

First  arrival  Barton  Broad  April  8th,  the  earliest  county  record  by  one  day.  A very  light  spring 
passage  from  15th-25th,  when  1-2  at  13  localities  with  exception  8 Hunstanton  on  18th, 
totalling  max  of  just  28  birds.  In  May  2 Holme  and  3 Strumpshaw  4th,  Titchwell  6th  and  Scolt 
Head  30th  the  only  records.  In  June  Hickling  Broad  17th  and  Scolt  Head  21st. 

In  autumn  a small  movement  in  July,  mainly  from  16th-29th,  saw  1-2  at  8 localities,  with 
exception  3 Gorleston  on  27th,  involving  max  of  25  birds.  An  early  juv  Breydon  16th  believed 
to  be  earliest-ever  passage  bird.  Light  movement  of  1-2  at  13  localities  Aug  1st- 12th  when 
max  of  only  16  birds  at  13  localities,  with  exception  6 Scolt  Head  12th  followed  by  1-3  at  9 
localities  24th-30th  involving  max  of  13  birds.  A slightly  more  noticeable  passage  Sept 
6th- 16th  with  8 west  Holme  and  Titchwell  6th,  6 west  Mundesley  7th  and  1 1 west  Titchwell 
8th;  otherwise  1-2  at  7 localities  involving  max  of  40  birds.  No  others  until  22nd  when  singles 
Holme  and  Scolt  Head  (both  west),  Cley  and  Gorleston,  the  last  records. 
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White-winged  Black  Tern  Chlidonias  leucopterus 

Vagrant  from  south-east  Europe 

An  adult  east  Titchwell  July  3 1 st  (RK),  presumed  same  Cley  Aug  1 st  (DSH)  and  juv/ 1 st-winter 
Snettisham  Oct  2nd/3rd  (JSc  et  al).  Recorded  for  seventh  successive  year  in  the  county. 

Guillemot  Uria  aalge 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor;  occasional  wrecks 

Very  few  during  first  half  of  year  when  best  counts  just  10  Cley  Feb  3rd  and  12  Sheringham 
5th.  Little  improvement  in  numbers  during  summer  and  autumn  when  Holme  34  west  Oct  4th, 
Scolt  Head  10  Sept  8th  and  29th,  55  east  25  west  Oct  19th  and  8 east  20th,  Sheringham  300  Oct 
4th  and  California  14  Oct  7th. 

Only  other  noteworthy  observations  singles  in  Brancaster  Hbr  Feb  20th  and  Sept 
27th-30th,  and  first  adults  and  accompanying  juv  Sea  Palling  July  17th. 

Razorbill  Alca  tor  da 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

A poor  year,  most  records  Scolt  Head  where  singles  Jan  24th,  1 3 east  6 west  Sept  27th  and  30 
settled  on  sea  Sept  29th-Oct  1 st,  increasing  to  40  2nd  and  80  3rd.  Elsewhere  singles  Holme  Jan 
8th  and  Feb  2nd,  Holkham  Bay  Jan  26th  and  Nov  29th,  4 Cley  Feb  16th  and  Titchwell  Nov 
14th. 

Guillemot/Razorbill 

Highest  counts  of  unidentified  large  auks  all  during  Sept  and  Oct.  In  Sept  239  east  34  west 
Scolt  Head  and  5 1 0 Sheringham  23rd,  and  450  west  50  east  Sheringham  24th.  In  Oct  325  east 
220  west  Scolt  Head,  1200  east  Sheringham  and  625  East  Runton  4th,  115  east  42  west  Scolt 
Head,  500  east  Sheringham  and  500  mostly  east  Overstrand  5th,  and  167  east  38  west  Scolt 
Head,  620  east  Sheringham  and  514  East  Runton  20th. 

Black  Guillemot  Cepphus  grylle 

Rare  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

Singles  in  autumn  Blakeney  Point  Sept  24th,  Cley  Oct  7th,  east  Weyboume  Oct  20th  and  east 
Sheringham  Oct  25th. 

Little  Auk  Alle  alle 

Passage  migrant,  most  during  northerly  gales;  occasional  wrecks 

In  early  Jan  2 east  Mundesley  2nd  and  an  oiled  bird  Sheringham  5th  taken  into  care  but  died 
next  day.  Singles  in  late  Jan  inland  at  Watlington  28th  and  east  Sheringham  and  Cromer  29th 
heralded  the  start  of  one  of  largest  winter  movements  in  recent  years.  On  Jan  30th  25  west  3 
east  Holme,  5 east  Cley  and  1 5 west  2 east  Sheringham,  and  on  3 1 st  5 Hunstanton,  5 east  one 
west  Holme,  2 Titchwell,  one  Scolt  Head,  2 west  Weyboume,  27  east  2 west  Sheringham,  3 
Cromer,  5 Walcott,  2 Happisburgh  and  2 Eccles.  Noted  daily  Feb  lst-6th,  most  5th  when 
singles  Titchwell  and  Holkham,  9 west  2 east  and  3 on  sea  Cley,  60  Sheringham,  3 Walcott,  1 6 
Happisburgh,  36  Sea  PallingAVaxham,  22  south  California  and  9 Gorleston.  Highest  counts 
during  rest  of  Feb  7 Titchwell  and  3 Sheringham  1st,  5 Holme  3rd,  and  8 west  Weyboume  and 
1 3 east  Sheringham  4th.  Inland  birds  during  this  time  included  singles  dead  Fakenham  and  on 
river  at  Thume  Jan  30th,  and  Wormegay  Jan  3 1 st.  Only  other  records  during  rest  of  first  winter 
period  singles  Holme  Feb  22nd  and  one  long  dead  on  tideline  Stiffkey  April  14th. 


198 


Higher  than  usual  numbers  recorded  in  North  Sea  during  late  Sept,  reflected  in  county 
with  2 east  Blakeney  Point  23rd,  3 west  Scolt  Head  27th  and  2 west  Titchwell  28th.  Numbers 
during  Oct  poor  with  small  numbers  on  9 dates,  most  21st  when  one  Holme  Broadwater  (until 
22nd),  Cley,  2 west  Sheringham,  one  Trimingham,  2 Mundesley,  and  singles  Sea  Palling,  north 
California  and  Y armouth.  Few  in  Nov  when  singles  east  Scolt  Head  1 st,  west  Sheringham  2nd, 
Titchwell  and  freshly  dead  Burnham  Overy  16th,  and  north  Winterton  23rd. 

Fratercula  arctica 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

During  Jan  singles  taken  into  care  Holkham  and  dead  Overstrand  10th,  Weyboume  14th, 
Winterton  17th  and  freshly  dead  Scolt  Head  20th.  Larger  numbers  during  final  two  days  of 
month  when  7 west  Holme  and  6 east  Mundesley  30th,  and  2 dead  Weyboume,  and  singles  east 
Sheringham,  Cromer,  east  Mundesley,  Eccles,  with  3 south  and  one  on  sea  Walcott  3 1 st.  Small 
numbers  continued  to  be  reported  during  first  half  of  Feb,  mostly  dead  or  dying  birds  including 
one  killed  by  gulls  Cley  and  3 dead  Waxham  1 st,  dead  Salthouse  and  3 Eccles  3rd,  Walcott  and 
Waxham  5th,  dead  Caister  14th,  south  California  and  dead  Yarmouth  15th,  and  Cley  16th. 
Only  records  during  spring  and  summer  2 Sheringham  May  14th  and  east  Scolt  Head  July 

2nd. 

First  of  autumn  during  final  few  days  of  Aug  when  Walcott  25th,  singles  east  and  west 
Scolt  Head  29th,  and  east  Holme  and  west  Scolt  Head  30th.  Noted  on  just  5 dates  Sept  when 
west  Holme,  12  west  Scolt  Head,  6 east  Blakeney  Point,  west  Sheringham  and  2 west  West 
Runton  23rd,  3 west  Sheringham  24th,  2 west  Mundesley  26th,  4 east  Scolt  Head,  west  West 
Runton  and  Winterton  27th,  and  2 east  Scolt  Head  28th.  In  Oct  most  4th  when  Holme,  26  east 
Scolt  Head,  2 Holkham  Bay,  8 Blakeney  Point,  east  Cley,  5 east  Sheringham  and  east 
Overstrand.  Highest  counts  during  rest  of  month  5 east  Sheringham  5th  and  3 there  20th.  Only 
records  in  final  two  months  of  year  2 east  Scolt  Head  Nov  1st  and  4 east  there  Dec  5th,  and 
singles  east  Sheringham  6th  and  7th. 

Rock  Dove/Feral  Pigeon  Columba  livia 

Introduced/escaped  resident  in  most  urban  areas 

Very  few  records  received,  with  concentrations  of  300  Norwich  March  27th  and  200  King’s 
Lynn  Fisher  Fleet  Nov  30th.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  38%  of  tetrads 
covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  8 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 
At  Overstrand  7 west  April  23rd  and  5 in  off  sea  from  north-east  Oct  6th. 

Stock  Dove  Columba  oenas 

Resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

Highest  counts  in  first  winter  period:  Jan  150  Holme,  80  Narborough,  65  Ickburgh;  Feb  261 
Langham,  1 15  Yarmouth  R Bure,  80  East  Harling,  50  Holme. 

Coastal  movement  underway  early  with  1 1 west  Holme  Feb  6th  followed  by  14  east  there 
25th  and  6 west  28th.  Movement  also  noted  Beeston  Bump  during  Feb  with  14  east 
(0700-0730)  25th.  Light  passage  peaked  March  with  highest  counts  20  west  Holme  1st,  28 
west  Sheringham  9th,  14  west  Beeston  Bump  10th  and  23  north  Horsey  30th.  Slight  passage  in 
May  with  30  south  Winterton  (0630-0730)  1st  and  9 west  Sheringham  26th. 

Breeding  data  (pairs):  Filby  16,  Ormesby  Broad  16,  Caister  11,  Welney  9.  NBA  results 
showed  the  species  was  present  in  79%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons 
2000-03,  with  an  average  of  5 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 
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Very  slight  autumn  movement  noted  Hunstanton  Cliffs  (south)  with  2 Oct  27th,  3 28th,  2 
Nov  4th,  6 5th  and  6 6th. 

Only  notable  counts  in  second  winter  period  45  Holme  Nov  29th  and  50  Dec  1 st. 

Woodpigeon  Columba  palumbus 

Resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

As  usual  during  first  winter  period  this  species  very  much  under-recorded.  Highest  counts:  Jan 
250  Holme;  Feb  3300  Holme,  500  Brancaster  Thompson  Farms;  March  2000  Holme,  2000 
Shereford  (Dunton). 

Spring  coastal  movements  again  commenced  early  with  225  west  Holme  Jan  27th. 
Subsequent  peak  movements:  3500  east  Paston  Feb  23rd,  2150  west  Holme  and  1110  east 
Paston  both  March  1st,  447  south  Hunstanton  Cliffs  and  400  west  Sheringham  April  12th. 
Passage  continued  throughout  May  with  468  south  Hunstanton  Cliffs  1st- 12th  peaking  at  192 
4th.  Towards  end  of  month  248  west  Sheringham  24th  and  250  27th. 

Breeding  data  (pairs):  Scolt  Head  5,  Blakeney  Point  1,  Ormesby  Broad  67,  Ormesby  St 
Margaret  72,  West  Caister  58,  Watton  Airfield  72.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was 
present  in  99%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of 
1 1 8 birds  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Autumn  passage  noted  at  a few  coastal  localities  with  majority  at  Hunstanton  Cliffs  where 
total  of 2445  (south)  Oct  1 Ith-Nov  13th  with  max  1005  (2  hrs)  Oct  24th  and  5 12  Nov  6th.  Only 
passage  of  note  elsewhere  1789  west  Holme  Nov  25th. 

Highest  counts  during  second  winter  period:  Oct  2000  Sparham/Bawdeswell;  Nov  1600 
South  Creake,  1 500  Aylmerton;  Dec  5000  (out  of  roost  in  wood)  Brancaster  Thompson  Farms, 
1800  Aylmerton,  1200  Tacolneston,  900  Syderstone  Common. 

Collared  Dove  Streptopelia  decaocto 

First  bred  in  Britain  at  Cromer  in  1955,  now  widespread  and  common  resident 
Max  counts  in  first  winter  period:  Jan  60  Felbrigg  Park,  50  StiffkeyAVarham  Greens,  50 
Ormesby  Broad;  Feb  35  Wighton. 

Small-scale  spring  passage  noted  from  2 main  localities:  Hunstanton  total  of  100  south 
March  7th-May  1 8th  with  max  14  May  5th,  12th  and  1 8th;  Sheringham/Beeston  Bump  total  of 
145  (mostly  west)  March  17th-June  1st  with  max  21  Beeston  Bump  May  24th,  30  west  3 east 
Sheringham  26th  and  17  west  one  east  there  27th. 

Breeding  season  records  (pairs):  Ormesby  St  Margaret  48,  Caister  44,  Hemsby  31,  West 
Somerton  19,  Scratby  15.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  89%  of  tetrads 
covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  10  pairs  per  occupied 
tetrad. 

Only  autumn  passage  noted  at  Hunstanton  Cliffs  where  total  138  south  Sept  14th-Nov 
13th,  peaking  at  30  Oct  27th,  33  Nov  4th  and  26  13th. 

Max  counts  during  second  winter  period:  Oct  42  North  Tuddenham;  Nov  120  Ormesby 
Broad,  100  King’s  Lynn  Fisher  Fleet,  72  Wighton;  Dec  85  Aylmerton,  46  Ormesby  St 
Margaret,  43  Thetford. 

Turtle  Dove  Streptopelia  turtur 

Migratory  breeder  and  passage  migrant;  evidence  of  recent  decline 
First  record  Aylmerton  April  15th  then  single  Waxham  17th  and  2 Langham  18th.  Thereafter 
increasingly  more  common  with  1-5  at  numerous  sites. 
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After  last  year’s  impressive  spring  passage,  sadly  2003  returned  to  normal  (by  recent 
standards)  with  only  a trickle  of  coastal  migrants  moving  west.  Only  3 sites  recorded 
double-figure  counts:  Holme  13  May  5th,  17  23rd,  10  27th  and  15  June  1st;  Sheringham  23 
May  26th;  Beeston  Bump  30  May  26th  and  1 1 27th. 

Pairs/singing  males  noted  from  54  sites  during  June/July  with  max  8 pairs  Welney  and  4 
pairs  Eccles.  No  more  than  1-4  at  all  other  localities.  This  species’  rapid  decline  continues 
unabated  as  indicated  by  data  from  Brancaster  Thompson  Farms  where  only  4 pairs  recorded 
(15  in  2002  and  8 in  2001).  The  comment  “continued  sharp  decline  locally  in  the  Broads” 
seems  to  apply  to  most  areas  in  the  County.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in 
60%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  2 pairs  per 
occupied  tetrad. 

Usual  rapid  and  unobtrusive  autumn  departure  left  few  birds  by  late  Aug.  A scattering  of 
Sept  records  with  max  8 west  Kelling  WM  5th.  Last  records  Aylmerton  Sept  20th  and 
Wey bourne  25th. 

Cuckoo  Cuculus  canoms 

Migratory  breeder  and  passage  migrant 

First  recorded  on  early  date  of  April  1st  when  singles  Bintree,  Felbrigg  Park  and  Swanton 
Morley  GP.  No  further  records  until  single  Rockland  All  Saints  April  12th.  Thereafter  more 
widespread  to  end  of  month  with  singles  reported  from  23  sites;  numbers  continued  to  rise  into 
May  with  1-3  at  many  localities. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  56%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  one  pair  per  occupied  tetrad. 

First  juv  noted  Ludham  June  24th  with  further  juvs  recorded  at  1 2 sites.  Records  declined 
Aug-early  Sept  with  last  Buckenham  Sept  18th  and  Holkham  Meals  28th. 

Barn  Owl  Tyto  alba 

Resident,  continental  race  has  appeared  as  a vagrant 

Recorded  at  285  sites,  a notable  increase  of  50  on  2002.  As  in  previous  years  birds  reported 
throughout  county  with  multiple  records  from  several  sites.  Highest  counts  8 Holme  (Feb  8th), 
5 Holkham  (Jan  5th),  Holme  (Jan  7th)  and  Welney  (March  1st),  4 Burnham  Norton  (March 
30th),  Hindringham  (Jan  25th)  and  Rockland  Broad  (Oct  7th),  and  3 Brograve  Level  (March 
25th),  Burnham  Overy  (Feb  9th  and  Dec  23rd),  Snettisham  (May  1st),  South  Creake  (Dec 
14th)  and  Titchwell  (Dec  27th).  Breeding  reported  at  19  sites  with  total  of  37  nests/pairs.  As  in 
2002  the  Cockley  Cley/Gooderstone/Hilborough  area  held  14  pairs  with  2 each  at  Bayfield 
Hall,  Brancaster,  Brancaster  Staithe,  Burnham  Norton  and  Sutton  Fen.  At  Stanford  TA  4 pairs 
present  but  only  one  pair  bred  raising  3 young. 

Two  records  of  dark-breasted  birds  at  Welney  Jan  15th-March  23rd  (JBK  et  al)  and 
Waxham/Sea  Palling  March  4th-April  5th  (ADK  et  al).  The  Welney  bird  was  initially 
discovered  in  one  of  the  hides  but  during  the  rest  of  its  stay  could  frequently  be  seen  hunting 
over  the  drains  and  fields  to  the  north-east  of  the  WWF  Visitor  Centre. 

Little  Owl  Athene  noctua 

Introduced  resident 

Reports  from  1 12  sites,  one  more  than  2002,  with  two  or  more  birds  noted  at  19  of  these. 
Highest  numbers  were  6 Weeting  Heath,  3 Bamham  Broom  and  3 Hedenham.  On  the 
extensive  Stanford  TA  birds  were  recorded  at  6 sites.  At  Coxford  a bird  throughout  July 
eventually  became  a road  casualty.  Breeding  confirmed  at  just  7 sites  although  birds  were 


201 


present  during  breeding  season  at  a further  49  sites.  Fledged  young  noted  only  at  Weeting 
Heath  where  one  pair  was  successful  although  3 pairs  were  present  during  breeding  season.  It 
is  reasonable  to  assume  that  most  of  the  other  sites,  where  birds  were  present  in  spring/early 
summer,  held  breeding  pairs. 

Tawny  Owl  Strix  aluco 

Widespread  resident 

A further  increase  in  records  with  reports  from  93  sites  (77  in  2002).  Largest  number  5 Tilney 
St  Lawrence,  4 Lynford,  Ormesby  St  Margaret  and  Welney,  and  3 Lyng.  In  Holkham  Park  the 
well  known  cedar  tree  roost  was  occupied  by  one  bird  during  first  winter  period  but  remained 
empty  throughout  closing  months  of  year.  Breeding  confirmed  at  7 sites  with  at  least  1 0 pairs 
involved.  At  a further  20  sites  birds  were  present  during  breeding  season.  Details  of  breeding 
success  received  from  only  one  site,  Welney,  where  one  pair  reared  2 young.  Comments  made 
regarding  breeding  in  the  preceding  species  also  applies. 

Long-eared  Owl  Asio  otus 

Scarce  and  local  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

More  records  during  first  winter  period  than  in  recent  years  with  reports  from  1 7 sites.  Two  of 
these,  one  in  east  Norfolk  and  one  in  north  Norfolk,  held  roosts  of  up  to  3 birds,  the  first  winter 
roosts  reported  for  several  years.  Elsewhere  noted  at  (singles  unless  otherwise  stated) 
Brancaster,  Egmere,  Great  Massingham  (2,)  Great  Walsingham,  Holkham  Meals,  Holme, 
Roydon  Common,  South  Creake,  Titchwell,  Warham  Greens  and  Wighton. 


Long-eared  Owl  (Richard  Johnson) 

Coastal  spring  records,  indicative  of  returning  migrants,  began  with  an  early  bird 
Blakeney  Point  March  13th.  This  was  followed  with  birds  in  April  at  Snettisham  (14th), 
Caister  GC  (16th  and  21st)  and  Happisburgh  (29th),  and  in  May  at  Trimingham  (1st). 
Elsewhere  during  this  period  reported  at  Acle,  Gimingham,  Great  Ryburgh,  Kettlestone, 
Sculthorpe  Airfield  and  Sennowe  Park. 

Breeding  confirmed  at  2 sites.  South  Creake  where  a pair  fledged  young,  and  Coxford. 
Elsewhere  present  during  breeding  season  at  Great  Moulton,  Great  Walsingham,  Sculthorpe 
Airfield  and  Trimingham.  Other  summer  reports  in  July  Eccles  29th  and  in  Aug  Salthouse  3rd, 
Kelling  WM  1 1th  and  Weyboume  15th. 
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First  autumn  migrants  arrived  Oct  on  the  coast  at  Sea  Palling  14th,  Warham  Greens  1 5th, 
Yannouth  Cemetery  16th,  Scolt  Head  17th,  Beeston  Bump  and  Sheringham  (both  in  off  sea) 
21st,  and  Blakeney  Point  23rd.  Inland  in  Oct  one  was  seen  regularly  hunting  between 
Syderstone  and  South  Creake  with  others  noted  at  Sutton  Fen  1 st  and  North  Creake  24th.  Only 
one  further  arrival  in  Nov  at  Titchwell  6th. 

Just  4 records  in  second  winter  all  relating  to  single  birds;  Massingham  Heath  Nov  16th, 
Pudding  Norton  27th,  Stiffkey/Warham  Greens  Dec  14th  and  Welney  16th. 

Short-eared  Owl  Asio  flammeus 

Rare  breeder,  regular  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

The  considerable  influx  in  late  autumn  2002  resulted  in  numerous  and  widespread  records 
during  first  winter  period.  Highest  concentrations:  up  to  6 roosting  Brancaster  Hbr  throughout 
Jan,  5 Burnham  Overy /Burnham  Norton  area  Jan  1 1th  and  Feb  5th  with  4 Jan  27th,  Feb  22nd 
and  24th,  4 Breydon  Jan  23rd  and  Feb  22nd/23rd,  4 Haddiscoe  Feb  4th,  4 Warham  Greens  Feb 
23rd,  and  4 Ten  Mile  Bank  March  2nd.  Elsewhere  during  period  (singles  unless  stated)  Belton 
(2  March  16th),  Blakeney,  Blakeney  Point  (3  Jan  3 1st),  Burgh  Castle,  Buxton  Heath,  Flitcham 
(3  Jan  19th),  Hickling  Broad,  Hockwold  Washes,  Holkham  GM  (3  Jan  5th),  Holme,  Horsey  (2 
March  16th,  26th  and  29th),  Kelling,  King’s  Lynn  BF  (2  March  21st),  Martham,  Martham 
Broad,  Massingham  Heath,  Morston,  Ongar  Hill,  Paston,  Rockland  Broad,  Roydon  Common, 
Salthouse  (2  March  20th),  Sedgeford,  Snettisham,  Sustead,  Terrington  Marshes  (2  March  1st), 
Thurlton  Marshes  (2  Jan  22nd  and  Feb  1 3th),  Titchwell,  Tunstall  (2  Jan  1 1 th),  Waxham,  Wells, 
Welney,  West  Somerton,  Whterton  and  Yarmouth. 

Continued  to  be  recorded  widely  during  April  and  May  with  many  coastal  reports 
probably  relating  to  returning  migrants.  Sites  during  these  months  additional  to  those  during 
winter;  Boughton  Fen,  Brograve  Level,  Caister  GC,  Choseley,  Cley  (2  May  8th  and  9th), 
Cromer,  Happisburgh,  Hempstead  Marshes  (Lessingham),  Limpenhoe  Marshes,  Lynn  Point, 
Scolt  Head,  Sea  Palling,  Sheringham  (2  May  2nd),  Stiffkey  Fen,  Weeting  Heath  and  West 
Caister.  Only  June  records  occurred  1st  with  single  birds  Aylmerton  and  Sheringham. 

No  indication  of  breeding  in  county  but  4 midsummer  records  from  Hockwold  Fen  June 
28th,  Blakeney  Point  July  13th,  Scolt  Head  Aug  1st  and  Titchwell  Aug  12th. 

First  autumn  birds  noted  Sept  3rd  when  single  birds  Scolt  Head  and  Breydon/Bemey. 
Further  Sept  sightings  at  Burnham  Overy  GM  4th,  Holme  6th  and  2 1 st,  Burnham  Overy  Dunes 
7th,  Titchwell  1 1th,  Cantley  BF  16th,  Breydon  24th,  and  Snettisham  and  Waxham  28th. 

Marked  increase  in  reports  in  Oct  with  birds  seen  arriving  in  off  sea  Cley  12th,  Scolt  Head 
13th,  15th,  17th,  18th  and  20th,  Sea  Palling  19th,  Yarmouth  21st  and  Waxham  30th.  Other 
coastal  birds  during  month  at  Blakeney  Point  3rd,  Titchwell  and  Warham  Greens  (3)  10th, 
Caister,  Cley  and  Holme  12th,  Beeston  Bump,  Blakeney  Point  and  Yarmouth  13th,  Sea 
Palling,  Thomham  Point  and  Yarmouth  14th,  Holme  15th,  Sheringham  and  Waxham  16th, 
Horsey  17th,  Cromer  18th,  Holme  and  West  Runton  19th,  California,  Cley  and  Yarmouth  2 1st, 
Morston  23rd,  Caister  24th,  Walsey  Hills  25th,  Holme  28th  with  2 29th,  Snettisham  and 
Titchwell  29th,  and  Salthouse  and  Titchwell  30th.  Inland  during  this  period  birds  seen  at 
Fomcett  St  Mary  7th,  Welney  8th,  New  Costessey  20th,  Hempstead  Marshes  (Lessingham) 
22nd,  Roydon  Common  26th,  Breydon/Bemey  27th  and  Thorpe  Whitlingham  Marshes  30th. 
Migrants  continued  to  arrive  into  Nov  with  coastal  birds  at  Winterton  1st,  Eccles,  Titchwell, 
Warham  Greens  and  Wells  4th,  Burnham  Overy  Dunes  and  Holkham  5th,  Holme  7th  and  8th, 
Horsey  and  Warham  Greens  10th,  and  Happisburgh  18th. 

The  second  winter  period  produced  records  from  Breydon  (3  Nov  30th),  Burnham  Market 
(2  Dec  29th),  Cley,  Hickling  Stubb  Mill,  Horsey  (2  Dec  5th),  King’s  Lynn  BF  (2  Nov  28th), 
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Lynn  Point,  Morston  (2  Dec  23rd),  Roydon  Common,  Scolt  Head  (present  all  Nov), 
Snettisham  CP  (3  Dec  19th),  Stiffkey  SM  (2  Dec  1 1th),  Tuttington,  Welney  and  Yarmouth. 

Nightjar  Caprimulgus  europaeus 

Local  migratory  breeder  and  rare  passage  migrant 

Very  early  arrival  with  first  bird  Weyboume  April  29th.  This  was  followed  in  first  few  days  of 
May  by  birds  in  east  of  county  2nd,  Brancaster  (a  male  flushed  from  set-a-side)  3rd,  West 
Runton  4th  and  site  in  north  of  county  5th.  By  second  week  many  birds  back  on  breeding 
grounds  with  records  widespread.  Total  of  101  churring  birds  reported  with  6 in  east,  1 1 in 
north,  67  in  west,  7 central  and  10  in  Brecks.  The  high  count  from  west  included  one  site  with 
37  and  another  with  23.  At  the  first  site  a nest  was  found  July  26th  and  had  large  chicks  on  Aug 
27th  but  was  predated  by  a fox  shortly  afterwards.  At  second  site  4 nests  were  located  but  no 
news  of  outcome.  At  a site  in  north  a male  heard  churring  at  1 1 30  hrs  June  9th.  Subsequently 
some  distance  away  another  male  was  heard  churring  at  1630  hrs  on  July  7th.  A male  and 
female  were  then  seen  in  flight  and  churring  continued  intermittently  until  1 830  hrs  when  the 
male  was  seen  again  briefly.  On  subsequent  visits  there  was  no  trace  of  this  pair.  Away  from 
breeding  sites  reports  from  Blakeney  Point  July  25th  and  Sheringham  Park  July  28th. 

Two  reports  of  late  birds  in  Sept  at  site  in  north  1 8th  and  one  found  dead,  thought  to  be  2 to 
3 weeks  old,  in  east  28th. 

A national  census  is  planned  for  2004  so  we  should  then  know  the  true  status  of  this 
species  in  the  county. 


Nightjar  (Martin  Woodcock) 

Swift  Apus  apus 

Common  migratory  breeder  and  passage  migrant 

First  of  spring  a very  early  bird  Winterton  April  12th.  A gap  of  12  days  elapsed  before  next 
records  at  Buckenham,  Hockwold  Washes  (4),  Holme  (4),  Hunstanton,  Lyng-Easthaugh  GP 
(2),  Snettisham  (4),  Strumpshaw  (6),  Thetford  (3)  and  Titchwell  all  24th.  Unusually  large 
numbers  quickly  built  up  during  rest  of  April  with  50  Colney  Pits,  25  Holme,  21  west  Scolt 
Head  and  30  Snettisham  26th,  200  Filby  Broad,  240  Holme  and  265  west  Scolt  Head  27th, 
1 00s  west  Holme,  1 050  west  Scolt  Head  and  638  west  Sheringham  28th,  300  Colney  Pits  29th. 
and  750  west  Holme  and  750  Strumpshaw  30th.  Large  coastal  movements  continued  in  May 
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with  (all  west  unless  stated)  499  south  in  3 hrs  Hunstanton,  700  Holme,  1241  Scolt  Head  and 
700  Sheringham  4th,  500  Holme  1 1th,  522  south  in  2 hrs  30  mins  Hunstanton,  865  Scolt  Head 
and  1250  Sheringham  12th,  570  Sheringham  13th,  500  Holme,  1345  Scolt  Head  and  660 
Sheringham  17th,  and  1000  Holme  and  450  Sheringham  18th.  Inland  during  month 
three-figure  gatherings  of  100  Fustyweed  (Elsing)  1st,  100  Hickling  Broad  3rd,  180  Colney 
Pits  10th  and  300  Whitlingham  CP  16th.  Coastal  movements  into  June  with  140  south 
(2030-2100)  Winterton  5th,  300  Holme  7th  and  225  west  (0620-0720)  Beeston  Bump  12th. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  83%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  24  birds  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Further  westerly  coastal  movement  late  June  when  570  Cromer  (0530-0730)  21st,  510 
Scolt  Head  and  400/hr  Paston  (0630-1030)  23rd,  585  Scolt  Head,  320  in  10  mins  Sheringham 
and  400/hr  Paston  (0630-1030)  24th,  500/hr  Paston  (0630-1030)  25th  and  756  Sheringham 
28th.  Passage  continued  through  July  with  (all  west  unless  stated)  115  1st,  454  8th  and  810 
10th  all  Scolt  Head,  717  Sheringham  12th,  300/hr  east  (0630-1030)  Paston  14th  and  100 
Holme  28th.  Notable  feeding  gatherings  at  2 sites  July  when  2000  over  All  bypass 
W ymondham  6th  and  1 000  Scolt  Head  26th.  The  birds  at  Scolt  Head  gave  an  amazing  sight  all 
being  just  a few  feet  off  the  ground  and  within  1 -2  metres  of  the  observer. 

After  1 80  west  Scolt  Head  1 st  a rapid  exodus  in  Aug  with  no  large  counts  in  rest  of  month. 
With  one  exception  only  single  birds  reported  in  Sept  with  records  from  Beeston  Bump  and 
Holkham  GM  2nd,  Holkham  GM  4th,  Great  Ryburgh  and  Holme  5th,  Scolt  Head  12th,  Holme 
13th,  Long  Stratton  (3)  and  Thomage  14th,  Welney  17th,  Cringleford  18th,  Holme  22nd  and 
Yarmouth  Cemetery  24th.  Last  report  of  year  Brancaster  Staithe  Oct  7th. 


Alpine  Swift  Apus  melba 

Vagrant  from  southern  Europe 

One  west  Holme  (PM)  and  presumably  another  Mundesley/Sea  Palling  (MDF  AJK)  both  April 
27th.  After  a gap  of  5 years  this  is  the  third  year  running  that  this  southern  vagrant  has 
appeared  in  the  county. 


Kingfisher  Alcedo  atthis 

Resident,  numbers  fluctuating  in  response  to  severity  of  winters 

Reports  from  123  sites  during  year,  an  increase  of  2 1 on  2002.  Breydon  recorded  birds  in  every 
month  except  Feb,  March  and  June.  Elsewhere  during  first  winter  noted  at  72  sites,  mostly 
singles  but  with  2 at  East  Tuddenham  in  Feb  and  Breydon,  Hickling  Broad.  Hilborough,  New 
Costessey  and  Norwich  Sweetbriar  Marshes  in  March. 

Breeding  reported  at  7 sites  with  8 pairs  involved.  Birds  present  during  breeding  season  at 
a further  2 1 sites.  Young  being  fed  at  Ranworth  Broad  was  the  only  confirmation  of  successful 
breeding.  At  Hickling  a pair  attempted  to  build  a nest  in  the  soil/clay  embedded  in  the  roots  of 
a fallen  tree.  Each  attempt  at  tunnelling  brought  them  into  contact  with  the  root  system. 
Eventually,  after  10  or  more  different  tunnels  had  been  started,  the  pair  abandoned  the  attempt. 

During  last  5 months  of  year  noted  at  49  sites  with  2 or  more  birds  at  7 of  these.  At  Holme 
5 seen  leaving  roost  in  shrubby  seablite  Oct  1 1th.  This  roost  site  continued  to  be  occupied  over 
next  few  days  by  2 birds.  Only  other  reports  involving  more  than  2 were  in  Nov  when  4 
together  Whitlingham  CP  30th  with  up  to  3 present  Breydon  during  month. 
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Merops  apiaster 


Bee-eater 

Vagrant  from  southern  Europe 
Four  records,  all  in  July:  one  east  Holkham  Meals  (heard  only)  6th  (AIB),  one  north-west  over 
Mundesley  (0625),  then  west  over  Beeston  Bump  (0705)  and  finally  west  over  Cley  (0724)  8th 
(GED  MDF  et  al),  one  heard  calling  over  Overstrand  (0728)  10th  (BJM)  and  one  east 
Brancaster  Staithe  27th  (KJH). 


Hoopoe  Upupa  epops 

Annual  vagrant  in  very  small  numbers 

After  two  good  years  a poor  showing  with  just  3 records  possibly  involving  only  2 birds: 
Gillingham  May  18th,  Aldeby  Tip  May  20th  and  Cley  June  27th. 


Wryneck  Jynx  torquilla 

Former  breeder;  now  scarce  annual  passage  migrant,  mostly  in  autumn 

Total  of  13  in  spring,  most  since  same  number  in  1998;  in  April  Snettisham  CP  13th- 15th, 

Salthouse  15th,  Grime’s  Graves  16th  (heard  singing  briefly),  Waxham  18th,  Thorpe  St 

Andrew  20th,  Gorleston  23rd,  Sheringham  24th,  Waxham  26th,  Weyboume  27th,  Blakeney 

Point  29th,  Holme  and  possibly  same  Old  Hunstanton  30th;  in  May  Waxham  5th  and  Cromer 

7th. 

Similar  number  in  autumn  when  also  13  recorded;  first  Ludham  Aug  7th,  followed  by  2 
Scolt  Head  24th  and  singles  Cantley  29th-Sept  2nd,  Blakeney  Point  Sept  1st,  Wiveton  2nd, 
Holme  4th,  Horsey  5th/6th,  Waxham  5th/6th,  Scolt  Head  13th,  Holme/Hunstanton  17th-20th, 
Waxham  28th,  and  Caister  Oct  1st. 

The  13  recorded  in  2003  was  the  fifth  best  spring  total  in  the  last  30  years,  only  exceeded 
by  27  1978,  15  1980,  14  1984  and  16  1985. 
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Green  Woodpecker  Picus  viridis 

Resident 

This  conspicuous  and  vocal  species  was  reported  from  min  of  1 10  sites  (none  Fens),  many 
during  breeding  season;  unlike  previous  years  no  sites  held  more  than  single  breeding  pairs, 
apart  from  Weeting  Heath  where  described  as  common  breeding  bird  on  reserve.  NBA  results 
showed  the  species  was  present  in  64%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons 
2000-03,  with  an  average  of  2 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Largest  feeding  concentrations  6 Beeston  Regis  March  14th,  7 Sheringham  Park  July  6th 
and  10  Winterton  Sept  6th. 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopos  major 

Common  resident;  birds  of  the  northern  race  occasional  in  autumn 
Reported  from  1 1 1 localities,  22  with  confirmed  breeding,  whilst  another  35  recorded  birds 
during  breeding  season.  Most  sites  held  single  breeding  pairs,  but  3 were  recorded  Oulton, 
Surlingham  Church  Marsh  and  Welney,  and  two  at  Aylmerton,  Caister,  Frettenham,  Hemsby, 
Hoveton  Hall,  Ormesby  St  Margaret,  Strumpshaw  and  West  Somerton.  NBA  results  showed 
the  species  was  present  in  76%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with 
an  average  of  2 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Autumn  migrants  at  coastal  sites  Aug  3 Ist-Nov  14th,  involving  min  of  45  birds;  most  Sept 
13th- 15th  and  Oct  1 1th- 15th,  when  4 west  2 east  and  one  south  Sheringham  Sept  13th.  3 west 
one  east  there  Oct  1 1th  and  4 Holme  15th.  Singles  arriving  in  off  sea  Caister  Sept  22nd  and 
26th,  and  Weyboume  Nov  14th. 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopos  minor 

Declining  local  resident 
There  was  a welcome  increase  in  sightings 
over  previous  years  with  records  from  50 
sites,  the  most  for  at  least  1 0 years.  Recorded 
at  following  localities,  all  singles  unless 
stated:  Barton  Broad,  Beeston  Regis,  Bintree, 

Blakeney,  Blickling  Park  2,  Bradfield. 

Brancaster,  Brundall,  Burnham  Market, 

Cranwich  GP,  Dereham,  Diss,  Downham 
Market,  East  Harling  2,  East  Tuddenham, 

East  Wretham,  Felbrigg  Park  2,  Filby  Broad, 

Frettenham,  Fustyweed  GP  (Elsing),  Gunton 
Park,  Hanworth,  Hempton  Marsh, 

Hilborough,  Hoe  Rough,  Holkham  Park  2, 

Horsey  Mill,  Hoveton,  Lynford  Arboretum, 

Lynford  GP,  North  Elmham  2,  Norwich, 

Quidenham  2,  Santon  Downham,  Sculthorpe 
Moor,  Sheringham  Park  2,  South  Walsham, 

Sparham  Pools  2,  Stanford  TA  (2  sites), 

Stradsett,  Strumpshaw  2,  Surlingham, 

Swanton  Morley,  Thetford,  Tottenhill  GP, 

Wayland  Wood,  Weeting  Heath,  and 
Wroxham  Broad. 

No  confirmed  breeding  but  probably  occurred  at  virtually  all  of  above  sites. 


Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  (Andy  Benson) 
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Calandrella  brachydactyla 


Short-toed  Lark 

Vagrant  from  southern  Europe  east  to  Afghanistan 
Two  spring  records;  a rufous-capped  bird  Scolt  Head  April  29th-May  2nd  (JB  NML)  and  one 
Blakeney  Point  May  30th  to  at  least  June  15th  which  was  heard  singing  on  several  occasions 
(SJA  et  at). 

Woodlark  Lullula  arborea 

Uncommon  migratory  breeder,  recently  increasing;  also  scarce  passage  migrant 
During  early  part  of  year  noted  away  from  breeding  areas  at  Sheringham  Feb  23rd,  Winterton 
March  2nd  and  Downham  Market  March  4th.  Spring  movement  evident  from  mid-March 
when  one  west  Holkham  Bay  1 1th.  This  was  followed  in  April  by  single  birds  east  Cromer  GC 
14th  and  on  beach  at  Snettisham  1 7th.  In  May  a bird  spent  the  whole  day  in  the  temery  on  Scolt 
Head  4th  with  another  at  Eccles  5th. 


Breeding  birds  noted  back  on  territory  from  third  week  Feb  with  reports  from  many  areas 
during  early  March.  In  Brecks  172  singing  males  were  recorded  in  Norfolk,  compared  with 
205  in  2002,  a reduction  of  16%.  The  reasons  put  forward  in  last  year’s  report  may  well 
account  for  this  continued  decline.  Elsewhere  in  county  the  west  held  24  prs/singing  males,  the 
north  13  and  central  2.  At  Weeting  Heath  8 pairs  bred  (10  pairs  2002),  first  nest  noted  March 
13th  with  a pair  feeding  young  April  17th  and  2 juvs  May  1st.  At  a site  in  north  a bird  was 
inadvertently  flushed  from  a nest  containing  4 eggs  June  19th.  At  2 sites  in  west  birds  still 
singing  in  Oct  and  Nov  from  winter  stubble  fields. 

In  autumn  coastal  movement  noted  in  Oct  at  Waxham  14th,  Holme  and  Trimingham  1 5th, 
and  south  Hunstanton  and  west  Titchwell  28th,  and  in  Nov  south  Hunstanton  4th  and  6th, 
Blakeney  Point  8th  (found  dead  and  now  in  Norwich  Museum)  and  Walsey  Hills  28th. 

Skylark  Alauda  arvensis 

Resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

In  first  winter  period  highest  counts:  Jan  150  Sheringham  4th,  110  Waxham  8th,  120 
Gooderstone  Warren  24th,  200  Holme  and  265  south-west  Welney  31st;  Feb  300  Holme,  500 
Paston  and  500  Waxham  1st,  295  Holme,  180  Bressingham  Common  and  120  Wissington  BF 
2nd,  150  Sheringham  10th,  123  Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr  20th.  High  counts  late  Jan/early 
Feb  result  of  cold  weather  influx.  Coastal  passage  evident  from  early  March  when  8 west 
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Holme  3rd  and  7 west  Beeston  Bump  10th.  Further  movement  noted  Hunstanton  where  (all 
south)  March  24th,  2 April  12th  and  one  14th. 

Breeding  counts  of  pairs/territories/singing  males:  Blakeney  Point  79  (good  success), 
Scolt  Head  86,  Sparham  at  least  25  (of  which  12  on  Countryside  Stewardship  land),  Welney 
55.  In  Gooderstone/Hilborough  area  this  was  the  most  common  breeding  bird  whilst  in 
Norwich  a male  was  singing  over  Muriel  Road  June  8th.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was 
present  in  96%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of 
1 2 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Autumn  passage  noted  from  late  Sept  at  Sheringham  when  150  in  off  sea/west  21st,  50 
west  24th  and  1 00  west  25th  with  1 50  present  in  area  on  last  2 dates.  Movement  continued  Oct 
when  80  south  in  3 hrs  30  mins  Hunstanton,  65  west  Holme  and  159  west  Scolt  Head  1 1th,  100 
Thomham  Hbr  12th/ 13th,  1 10  west  Scolt  Head,  220  Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr  and  42  in  off 
sea  Walcott  13th,  260  Sheringham  18th,  328  south  in  6 hrs  30  mins  Hunstanton  and  170  in  off 
sea/west  Sheringham  27th,  and  341  south  in  6 hrs  Hunstanton  28th.  Further  passage  at 
Hunstanton  Nov  when  120  south  in  5 hrs  4th  and  137  south  in  5 hrs  6th. 

In  second  winter  large  flocks  present  Gooderstone  Nov/Dec  with  up  to  800  on  a 60  acre 
field.  Elsewhere  counts  in  Nov  of  175  Scolt  Head  10th  and  60  Happisburgh  15th,  and  in  Dec 
50  Aylmerton  3rd,  72  Holme  13th,  and  150  East  Tuddenham  and  80  Billingford  22nd. 

Shore  Lark  Eremophila  alpestris 

Scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant;  exceptional  in  summer 
In  first  three  months  the  Holkham  Bay  flock  contained  peak  numbers  of  85  Jan  4th,  82  Feb  2nd 
and  44  March  8th  with  last  report  10  March  29th.  Elsewhere  at  this  time  3 Thomham  Point  Jan 
5th,  7 Blakeney  Point  Feb  14th,  and  at  Holme  2 Feb  22nd-24th,  one  26th/27th  and  3 March 
25th-29th  with  one  still  present  30th. 

Birds  became  more  mobile  during  April  with  10  east  Burnham  Overy  Dunes  10th,  10 
Holme  1 1th  with  3 still  12th,  5 Titchwell  1 1th/ 12th,  6 Holkham  Bay  20th  and  15  Blakeney 
Point  20th-25th  with  a further  3 west  there  28th.  On  Scolt  Head  5 on  7th  increased  to  1 1 8th 
and  30  1 2th- 1 5th  reducing  to  23  1 8th-24th  but  increasing  again  to  28  25th/26th.  May  produced 
the  last  spring  birds  with  8 Scolt  Head  2nd  and  one  Holme  May  1 1th. 

First  autumn  records  late  Sept  when  Blakeney  Point  26th-29th  with  2 30th  and  west  Wells 
29th.  Main  influx  Oct  when  reported  on  several  dates  at  two  sites:  Scolt  Head  where  one  1 1th, 
2 12th- 14th,  4 15th.  2 17th,  3 21st-29th  and  5 30th/31st,  and  Titchwell  one  9th.  2 15th,  one  2 1st 
and  8 31st.  Other  reports  during  month  from  Burnham  Overy  Dunes  and  Salthouse  2nd, 
Blakeney  Point  3rd,  2 Salthouse  3rd/4th,  2 west  Beeston  Bump  and  5 Sheringham  6th, 
Thomham  Point  10th,  2 Holme  1 1th,  Snettisham  12th/ 13th,  4 Thomham  Point  14th  and  west 
Holme  25th.  Further  incoming  birds  in  Nov  when  5 Scolt  Head  1 st,  one  west  Overstrand  3rd,  2 
Salthouse  4th,  3 Titchwell  6th,  5 south  Waxham  7th,  8 Wells  (on  set-a-side)  8th  and  2-3  west 
Cley  13  th. 

Only  regular  flock  during  last  2 months  of  year  Holkham  Bay  where  15  Nov  1st 
increasing  to  27  by  18th,  with  24  Dec  14th  and  finally  21  reported  29th. 

Sand  Martin  Riparia  riparia 

Local  migratory  breeder  and  common  passage  migrant 

First  spring  record  Eccles  March  7th  followed  by  Gunton  Park  8th,  Hellesdon,  4 Swanton 
Morley  GP  and  Warham  Greens  9th,  2 Gunton  Park  and  Titchwell  10th,  and  Welney  1 1th. 
Following  fortnight  produced  no  further  reports  but  sightings  resumed  23rd  when  4 Pentney 
GP  with  1 1 west  Holme,  7 Cley,  30  Colney  and  6 Nar  Valley  Fisheries  24th,  3 Holme  25th,  30 
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Holme  26th,  30  Strumpshaw  29th  and  150  Rockland  Broad  31st.  Only  small  numbers  noted 
first  half  April  but  increase  from  third  week  with  counts  of  100  Rockland  Broad  and  100 
Lynford  GP  19th,  70  Titchwell  and  100  Colney  Pits  26th,  with  coastal  movements  to  west  of 
275  Scolt  Head  and  220  Sheringham  28th,  150  south  in  1 0 hrs  Hunstanton,  105  Scolt  Head  and 
160  Sheringham  all  29th,  and  100  Holme  and  135  Scolt  Head  30th.  Much  smaller  westerly 
movement  May  when  at  Scolt  Head  1 9 4th,  33  1 7th  and  last  of  spring  5 26th.  Inland  at  this  time 
reports  of  100  Lynford  GP  and  200  Colney  Pits  were  only  large  gatherings. 

Breeding  reports  of  pairs/active  nests  received:  Beeston  Regis  45  in  cliffs,  Beetley  GP  75, 
California  2,  Coxford  4 in  quarry,  Great  Ouse  RC  45,  Hilborough  8-10,  Nar  Valley  Fisheries 
77,  Newport  5,  Overstrand  157,  Pentney  GP  29,  Roydon  Common  21  in  quarry,  Scratby  75, 
South  Acre  5,  Spixworth  7,  Stanford  TA  40-50,  Tharston  1 5-20  (new  colony).  West  Lexham  5, 
West  Runton  10. 

First  post  breeding  coastal  movement  18  west  Holme  June  13th  with  (all  west)  19  Scolt 
Head  25th,  16  Holme  28th  and  39  Scolt  Head  29th.  In  July  westerly  passage  at  Scolt  Head  of 
26  6th,  58  9th,  1811 0th,  54  1 2th,  64  2 1 st  and  60  29th.  Elsewhere  in  July  1 25  west  Sheringham 
6th  and  200  Cley  8th.  Few  Aug  records  apart  from  100  Cley  1st  and  lOth/1 1th,  and  70  Kelling 
WM  23rd.  Very  little  movement  noted  Sept  until  13th/ 14th  when  300-400  west  Stiffkey  SM. 
Thereafter  only  reports  Sept  west  Holme  20th,  west  Scolt  Head  2 1 st,  3 west  Sheringham  22nd; 
Oct  Wheatfen  4th,  Great  Ryburgh  8th,  late  birds  Waxham  25th  and  Hunstanton  28th. 

Swallow  Hirundo  nistica 

Common  migratory  breeder  and  passage  migrant 

First  spring  arrivals  March  24th  when  2 south  Hunstanton  and  one  Holme,  with  further  singles 
there  25th  and  27th,  east  Cley,  east  Sheringham,  west  Beeston  Bump  and  3 Whitlingham  CP 
30th,  and  Titchwell  31st.  In  April  single  figures  only  until  33  south  Hunstanton  and  50  east 
Overstrand  14th.  Moderate  numbers  then  until  26th  when  (to  west)  754  Scolt  Head,  600 
Sheringham,  125  Trimingham  and  150/hr  Paston.  Major  westerly  movement  then  followed 
with  1000s  Holme  and  655  Scolt  Head  27th,  1000s  (south)  Hunstanton  (including  475  in  5 
mins  early  afternoon),  a massive  1 1,200  Scolt  Head  with  1000s  more  through  Brancaster  Hbr, 
244/hr  Blakeney  Point  and  4400  Sheringham  28th,  2507  (south)  in  10  hrs  Hunstanton,  2030 
Scolt  Head,  700  Sheringham  29th,  and  1000  Holme  and  785  Scolt  Head  30th.  Westerly 
passage  continued  in  May  with  at  Scolt  Head  412  4th,  625  5th,  418  12th,  625  17th,  320  24th, 
and  785  26th.  Elsewhere  many  hundreds  Holme  and  350  Sheringham  17th,  410  Sheringham 
25th  and  500  Holme,  1470  (1000-1330)  Blakeney  Point  and  333  Sheringham  26th.  Movement 
still  evident  in  June  at  Scolt  Head  when  1 25  west  2nd  with  smaller  numbers  until  at  least  1 2th. 

Breeding  reports  with  numbers  of  pairs:  Blakeney  Point  6,  Cockley  Cley  5,  Filby  Broad 
12,  Ormesby  St  Margaret  12,  Scolt  Head  2,  Scratby  14,  Stanford  TA  97  broods,  Welney  34 
(mostly  in  hides).  West  Caister  16.  At  Burnham  Market  noted  as  being  locally  uncommon  but 
at  both  Gooderstone  and  Potter  Heigham  some  pairs  were  double-brooded.  NBA  results 
showed  the  species  was  present  in  92%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons 
2000-03,  with  an  average  of  7 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad.  In  King’s  Lynn  a nest  containing  4 
chicks  had  fallen  to  the  ground  and  2 chicks  were  dead.  The  house  owner  found  a wicker 
basket,  tied  it  to  the  pipe  where  the  nest  had  been  and  placed  the  2 surviving  chicks  and  broken 
pieces  of  nest  in  it.  The  parents  returned  to  feed  the  remaining  young  and  both  fledged 
successfully. 

At  Scolt  Head  first  westerly  autumn  passage  55  July  9th  followed  by  305  10th,  1 10  13th, 
135  23rd  and  265  30th  with  750  feeding  over  island  3 1 st.  Just  2 reports  in  Aug  1 25  west  Scolt 
Head  13th  and  200  roosting  Holme  22nd.  Steady  westerly  passage  first  half  Sept  with  100 
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Brancaster  Staithe  4th,  270  Scolt  Head  10th,  144  south  Hunstanton  and  133  Scolt  Head  13th, 
and  140  south  Hunstanton  14th.  Small  numbers  reported  at  many  sites  throughout  Oct  with 
best  total  24  Waxham  24th  with  5 still  present  there  3 1st.  Birds  lingered  long  into  Nov  with 
reports  of  mostly  singles  from  many  coastal  sites  between  Salthouse  and  Caister.  Highest 
numbers  5 Salthouse  18th  and  3 Overstrand  19th.  Final  record  of  year,  however,  came  from 
other  end  of  county  with  a single  Titchwell  20th. 

House  Martin  Delichon  urbicum 

Common  migratory  breeder  and  passage  migrant 

First  of  spring  Thetford  Nunnery  Lakes  March  26th,  the  same  site  as  first  record  in  2002  but  a 
day  earlier.  No  further  records  in  March  but  during  first  half  April  reported  Thetford  Nunnery 
Lakes  again  1st,  Ormesby  Little  Broad  2nd,  2 Ranworth  Broad  6th,  2 Barton  Broad  8th, 
Gooderstone,  Pentney  GP  and  Welney  1 3th,  and  2 Holme  15th.  Very  large  influx  began  April 
26th  when  (all  west)  550  Holme,  420  Scolt  Head  and  550  Sheringham,  with  100s  Holme  and 
225  Scolt  Head  next  day.  The  biggest  movement  of  spring  took  place  28th  when  100s  south 
during  afternoon  Hunstanton,  and  (all  west)  3150  Scolt  Head,  100s  Burnham  Overy  Staithe, 
84/hr  Blakeney  Point  (1400-1750)  and  1657  Sheringham.  Passage  continued,  albeit  lighter, 
through  to  end  of  month  with  1110  south  in  10  hrs  Hunstanton  and  1255  west  Scolt  Head  29th, 
and  200  west  Holme  and  320  west  Scolt  Head  30th.  Steady  passage  continued  throughout  May 
with  best  counts  (all  west  unless  stated)  600  Holme  and  235  Scolt  Head  4th,  265  Scolt  Head 
12th,  many  hundreds  Holme,  485  Scolt  Head  and  450  Sheringham  17th,  199  south  in  2 hrs  30 
mins  Hunstanton  1 8th,  400  Sheringham  25th  and  2 1 5 Scolt  Head  26th.  Highest  inland  count  at 
this  time  80  Colney  Pits  1 0th.  Small  movements  continued  during  first  half  June  at  Scolt  Head 
where  55  west  4th  and  8th  with  smaller  numbers  until  1 6th.  Only  other  report  at  this  time  from 
Beeston  Bump  where  6 west  12th. 


House  Martins  and  Hobby  (Gary  Wright) 

Reports  of  breeding  pairs/occupied  nests:  Aylmerton  23,  Caister  19,  Edgefield  2 (4  in 
2002),  Filby  Broad  17,  Fleggburgh  15,  Gooderstone  3 1 , Great  Ouse  RC  132  on  bridges  (50% 
more  on  north  sides),  30  Holkham  village,  Langford  5 in  church,  Ludham  25,  Oby  30,  Old 
Catton  at  least  1 5,  Ormesby  St  Margaret  32,  Saxthorpe  30,  Welney  min  20,  West  Somerton  14. 
Comments  received  from  several  observers  refer  to  increased  numbers  at  some  colonies  but 
complete  absence  at  others.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  80%  of  tetrads 
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covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  9 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 
At  Aylmerton  some  nests  occupied  for  first  time  in  20  years  but  at  Ranworth  Broad,  Heydon 
and  a site  in  Spixworth,  all  regular  breeding  sites,  no  active  nests  were  found. 

First  coastal  movements  of  autumn  July  when  23  west  Scolt  Head  23rd  and  20  west  there 
30th.  Little  passage  noted  in  Aug  until  271  west  Sheringham  22nd  and  83  west  Scolt  Head 
23rd.  Some  notable  post  breeding  flocks  noted  with  200  Guist  July  3 1 st,  200  Aylmerton  Aug 
4th,  250  Horsey  26th  and  1 20  feeding  over  Scolt  Head  27th.  Passage  peaked  during  Sept  with 
coastal  counts  of  (all  west  unless  stated)  555  south  in  2 hrs  Hunstanton,  1095  Scolt  Head  and 
750  Sheringham  13th,  422  south  in  2 hrs  Hunstanton  and  343  Scolt  Head  14th,  260  Holme  and 
370  Scolt  Head  20th,  390  Scolt  Head  22nd  and  25th,  500  Weyboume,  1 000  Beeston  Bump  and 
1000  plus  400  present  Sheringham  also  25th.  Elsewhere  400  south  (one  flock)  Holkham  7th, 
250  west  Lenwade  13th  and  parties  of  up  to  50  moving  west  along  brook  at  Watton  14th. 
Gatherings  elsewhere  of  150  Roydon  Common  13th  and  400  Holme  and  200  Stiffkey  14th. 
Stragglers  still  noted  late  Oct  at  Hunstanton  17th,  Brancaster  Staithe  24th  and  Beeston  Bump 
27th/28th.  Final  records  of  year  6 south  in  2 hrs  30  mins  Hunstanton  Nov  5th  and  singles 
Holkham  Gap  and  Eccles  6th. 

Richard’s  Pipit  Anthus  novaeseelandiae 

Virtually  annual  autumn  migrant  from  western  Siberia;  rare  in  spring  and  winter 
In  spring  one  Beeston  Bump  May  7th;  the  seventh  consecutive  year  that  this  species  has  been 
recorded  in  spring. 

Autumn  passage  average  for  recent  years  with  total  of  at  least  30;  first  during  Sept  when 
Holme  22nd/23rd,  2 west  Holkham,  2 west  Sheringham  and  one  west  Waxham  29th,  and  west 
Weyboume  30th.  Most  during  Oct  when  Horsey  1st,  Cley  3rd,  Bacton  12th,  Stiffkey  Fen  1 4th, 
Scolt  Head,  Burnham  Overy  and  Weyboume  15th,  Wells  East  Hills  17th,  Cley  22nd,  Horsey 
23rd,  2 Morston  26th  (until  Nov  3rd),  2 Burnham  Norton  and  one  Paston  27th,  and  2 Holme 
29th.  A further  7 birds  in  Nov  when  singles  Wells  1st,  Morston  5th,  Aylmerton  6th  (on  field 
early  morning).  Holme  7th,  2 East  Ruston  14th/ 15th  with  one  until  16th,  and  one  west 
Sheringham  15th. 

Tawny  Pipit  Anthus  campestris 

Scarce  migrant  from  southern  Europe 

An  excellent  year  with  singles  south  Newport  (Hemsby)  April  26th  (AGr),  Winterton  April 
27th-May  3rd  (ASi  et  at),  west  Beeston  Bump  May  1st  (GED),  Blakeney  Point  May  16th/17th 
(RFP  et  at)  and  west  Weyboume  Sept  27th  (MJJ). 

Olive-backed  Pipit  Anthus  hodgsoni 

Vagrant  from  Siberia 

One  Yarmouth  Cemetery  Oct  18th-21st  (KB  JDa  PHa  HV  et  at)  was  the  second  site  record. 

Tree  Pipit  Anthus  trivialis 

Migratory  breeder  and  passage  migrant 

First  of  spring  Langham  March  29th,  followed  by  singles  Beeston  Bump  April  5th,  south 
Hunstanton  12th,  and  Holme  and  Scolt  Head  13th,  with  birds  back  at  inland  breeding  sites 
from  mid-April.  Main  coastal  passage  mid-April  to  mid-May;  in  April  10  south  Hunstanton,  4 
west  Holme  and  south  Waxham  15th,  west  Holme,  west  Titchwell,  4 west  Scolt  Head  and  3 
east  Sheringham  21st,  4 south  Hunstanton  and  9 west  Scolt  Head  29th,  and  19  south 
Hunstanton  Cliffs,  8 west  Holme,  8 west  Scolt  Head  and  2 west  Beeston  Bump  30th.  Fewer 
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May  when  best  counts  1 5 south  Hunstanton  and  7 west  Scolt  Head  4th,  and  3 west  Holme  1 7th, 
with  last  coastal  migrant  Sea  Palling  May  27th. 

Little  improvement  in  amount  and  quality  of  breeding  data,  with  singing  males/pairs: 
Cockley  Cley  Wood  and  Roydon  Common  5,  Weeting  Heath  3 and  singles  Bridgham  Heath, 
Cranwich  Camp,  Croxton  Heath,  Dersingham  Bog,  Kelling  Heath  and  Lynford.  Also  recorded 
Hockwold  Heath  during  breeding  season  and  unusual  record  of  singing  male  along  Cley  West 
Bank  June  15th-July  5th.  Over  the  last  five  years  birds  have  been  reported  from  the  following 
sites  during  the  breeding  season:  Babingley  Common,  Brettenham  Heath,  Cawston  Heath, 
Crostwight  Heath  (Honing),  Drymere,  East  Wretham  Heath,  Great  Hockham,  Hilborough, 
Holt  Lowes,  Horsford  Wood,  Marsham  Heath,  Salthouse  Heath,  Santon  Downham,  Stanford 
TA,  Thetford  Warren,  Thompson,  Upper  Sheringham,  West  Harling,  and  Weyboume,  but 
were  unrecorded  during  2003.  It  would  be  useful  to  know  whether  breeding  still  occurs  at 
these  sites  and  at  any  others,  or  whether  there  has  been  a genuine  decline  in  the  county  rather 
than  under-recording. 

First  migrants  of  autumn  Holme  and  Blakeney  Point  Aug  18th,  but  passage  during  rest  of 
autumn  poor,  apart  from  a fall  of  birds  confined  to  Sheringham  Aug  24th  when  10  present  and 
one  in  off  sea.  During  rest  of  autumn  1-2  at  14  sites  on  just  12  dates,  with  last  Caister  and 
Weyboume  Oct  12th,  Holme  and  Winterton  13th,  and  Yarmouth  Cemetery  21st. 

Meadow  Pipit  Anthus  pratensis 

Locally  common  migratory  breeder  and  passage  migrant  with  small  numbers  in  winter 
Highest  counts  at  start  of  year  19  Stiffkey  Jan  5 th  and  30  Roydon  Common  26th.  Marked  cold 
weather  influx  end  of  Jan  when  1 50  Holme  3 1 st  and  in  early  Feb  450  west  Sheringham  and  73 
west  Overstrand  1st,  and  400  present  Holme  2nd. 

Return  passage  noted  during  second  half  of  Feb  when  small  numbers  west  at  coastal  sites 
from  21st  and  increase  in  numbers  at  Roydon  Common  where  80  24th.  Coastal  movements 
peaked  during  mid-March  to  late  April,  best  day  April  1st  only  recorded  at  Beeston  Bump 
where  an  impressive  3200  west,  most  between  0630-1000  hrs  but  with  smaller  numbers 
trickling  west  throughout  the  day.  Largest  movements  during  rest  of  spring  with,  as  usual,  all 
birds  moving  west  along  north  coast  before  turning  south  at  Hunstanton:  March  214 
Hunstanton  (2  hrs)  7th,  140  Sheringham  9th,  231  Holme  and  388  Beeston  Bump  10th,  194 
Beeston  Bump  1 1th,  387  Hunstanton  (2  hrs)  24th,  267  Hunstanton  (2  hrs)  25th;  April  846 
Hunstanton  (2  hrs),  512  Scolt  Head  and  575  Beeston  Bump  (0630-900)  4th,  333  Hunstanton  (2 
hrs)  14th,  780  Scolt  Head  22nd,  1 84  Hunstanton  (2  hrs  30  mins)  and  1 1 5 Scolt  Head  30th;  May 
passage  much  lighter  when  1 03  Hunstanton  (3  hrs)  and  35  Scolt  Head  4th,  1 7 Hunstanton  1 2th, 
with  much  smaller  numbers  at  Hunstanton  and  Beeston  Bump  until  28th.  Feeding/grounded 
flocks  also  present  in  good  numbers  during  spring,  best  counts  353  Holme  and  42  Holkham 
Bay  March  23rd,  and  in  April  200  Brancaster  GC  7th,  180  Hunstanton,  150  Holme,  120  Scolt 
Head,  127  Blakeney  Point  and  150  Cromer  GC  all  15th,  200  Ken  Hill  GM  and  150  Waxham 
18th,  and  250  Holme  20th. 

A welcome  amount  of  breeding  data  received,  with  pairs/singing  males:  Scolt  Head  88, 
Blakeney  Point  1 14,  Yarmouth  12,  Buckenham  8,  Strumpshaw  7,  Long  Stratton  3,  Stanford 
TA  2,  Roydon  Common  1 -2,  Welney  95.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  35% 
of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  6 pairs  per 
occupied  tetrad. 

Post  breeding  flocks  noted  from  mid-July  when  best  counts  57  Cley  July  19th,  70  Scolt 
Head  July  30th  and  150  there  Aug  5th.  Overhead  passage  in  autumn  from  mid-Sept  to 
mid-Nov,  when  birds  moving  same  directions  as  spring  but  also  south  along  the  east  coast. 
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Highest  counts  in  Sept  50  Breydon  11th,  96  Hunstanton  (2  hrs)  and  100  Holme  13th,  169 
Hunstanton  (2  hrs)  and  50  Beeston  Bump  14th,  150  Langham  16th,  1 19  Scolt  Head  18th,  200 
south-east  Aylmerton  20th,  239  Scolt  Head  21st,  202  Caister  22nd,  139  Scolt  Head  and  313 
Caister  25th,  1 50  Trimingham  28th,  and  1 63  Scolt  Head  and  200  Cromer  GC  29th.  In  Oct  best 
counts  at  Hunstanton  where  138  1 1th  (3  hrs  30  mins),  127  27th  (6  hrs  30  mins),  128  28th  (6  hrs) 
and  99  30th  (9  hrs),  and  there  in  Nov  1 94  on  4th  (5  hrs)  1 86  5th  (2  hrs  30  mins)  and  1 9 1 3th  (3 
hrs).  Only  noteworthy  movements  elsewhere,  3 8 Scolt  Head  Oct  1 1 th  and  2 1 0 east  Paston  Nov 
3rd.  Largest  settled  flocks  in  autumn  100  Holme  Sept  6th,  250  Blakeney  Point  and  100  East 
Harling  26th,  250  Scolt  Head  and  90  Salthouse  28th,  and  1 50  Roydon  Common  30th;  in  Oct  90 
Holme  and  165  Horsey  3rd,  55  Wacton  4th  and  48  Yarmouth  21st. 

Highest  counts  during  final  two  months  of  year  41  Holme  and  74  Stiffkey  Nov  7th,  25 
Langham  30th,  136  Holme  Dec  12th  and  36  Beeston  Regis  16th. 

Red-throated  Pipit  Anthus  cervinus 

Vagrant  from  northern  Europe 

Two  records  with  singles  Blakeney  Point  May  30th/31st  (SJA  et  al)  and  the  county’s  latest 
example  East  Ruston  South  Fen  Nov  21st  (AJK). 

Rock  Pipit  Anthus  petrosus 

Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  most  probably  of  the  Scandinavian  race  littoralis 
Highest  counts  in  first  winter  period  8 Holme,  51  Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr,  60  Wells  Hbr 
and  60  Warham  SM.  Light  spring  passage  noted  at  coastal  sites  during  March  when  7 south 
Hunstanton  Cliffs  7th  and  singles  at  three  other  sites.  Last  of  spring  Cley  March  30th,  Pentney 
GP  3 1 St  and  Breydon  April  7th. 

First  of  autumn  south  Hunstanton  and  west  Scolt  Head  Sept  13th,  4 west  Scolt  Head  1 5th, 
west  Sheringham  20th  and  Breydon  21st.  Westerly  passage  along  coast  best  recorded  Scolt 
Head  where  24  Sept  28th,  58  29th  and  44  30th,  and  in  Oct  117  11th,  187  12th,  76  13th,  83  15th 
and  23  30th.  Max  movements  elsewhere  10  west  Overstrand  Sept  29th  and  19  Holme  30th;  in 
Oct  20  Sheringham  5th  and  30  6th,  and  south  at  Hunstanton  where  45  27th  (6  hrs  30  mins)  and 
68  30th  (5  hrs)  and  in  Nov  1 1 4th  (5  hrs)  and  10  13th  (3  hrs).  Numbers  began  to  build-up  on 
saltmarshes  during  late  Sept  and  Oct  when  highest  counts  1 6 Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr  Sept 
28th  and  200  Oct  12th,  and  47  Warham  SM  Oct  13th.  Small  numbers  noted  at  inland  sites 
during  Oct  when  one  Cantley  BF  Oct  9th  and  2 Welney  23rd,  with  one  still  26th. 

Highest  counts  during  final  two  months  of  year:  120  Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr,  62 
Holkham  Bay,  50  Wells  Hbr,  30  Warham  SM,  25  Blakeney  Point,  12  Cley,  8 Titchwell. 

Water  Pipit  Anthus  spinoletta 

Local  winter  visitor 

Wintering  population  during  first  winter  period  similar  to  past  winters  at  around  40-45 
including:  12  Buckenham,  10  Cley,  8 Hockwold  Washes,  3 Hickling  Broad  and  Holme,  2 
Ludham,  and  singles  Cantley  BF,  Kelling  WM  and  Titchwell.  More  than  usual  still  present 
during  April  when  up  to  6 Buckenham  lst-1 1th,  2 Hickling  Broad  1st  and  one  18th/ 19th,  3 
How  Hill  2nd,  3 Hockwold  Washes  4th,  and  singles  Welney  5th,  Titchwell  1 1th  and  last  of 
spring  Cley  12th  and  21st. 

First  returning  birds  of  autumn  during  Oct  when  2 Hickling  Broad  2nd,  increasing  to  6 
there  by  10th,  and  singles  Holme  5th  and  26th,  and  Welney  also  26th.  Continued  arrival  during 
Nov  and  Dec,  with  a total  of  at  least  32  present  by  year  end  including  7 Hickling  Broad,  6 
Cantley  BF,  5 Cley,  4 Brayden  Marshes  (Horsey)  and  Buckenham,  3 Holme  and  2 How  Hill. 


214 


Citrine  Wagtail  Motacilla  citreola 

A juv  at  Kelling  WM  Aug  23rd-25th  (NRS  et  al).  Only  the  fourth  county  record  following  the 
first  in  1980  and  first  since  1995.  All  have  been  in  autumn,  a spring  bird  is  overdue. 


Citrine  Wagtail  (Gary  Wright) 

Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla  flava 

Yellow  Wagtail  M (f)  flavissima 
Declining  migratory  breeder  and  passage  migrant 

First  arrival  Titchwell  March  20th  followed  by  2 Walpole  Highway  22nd,  Salthouse  23rd/24th, 
Holme  27th  and  singles  at  6 localities  April  3rd-8th.  Main  spring  passage  commenced  on  14th 
with  one  south  Hunstanton  and  2 Holme,  followed  by  1 1 south  (2  hrs)  Hunstanton,  3 Holme,  4 
west  Scolt  Head,  3 Weybourne,  and  one  Pentney  GP  15th,  20  Holkham  GM  and  5 Pentney  GP 
16th,  33  Bemey  17th,  35  Snettisham  18th,  26  Bemey  and  12  Waxham  19th,  23  Welney  20th, 
1 3 west  (by  1 300  hrs)  Holme  2 1 st,  16  west  Scolt  Head  22nd  and  1 8 west  26th,  32  Sheringham, 
16  Paston  and  12  north-west  Trimingham  26th,  18  west  Holme,  35  west  Sheringham,  10  West 
Runton  and  39  west  Scolt  Head  27th  with  32  west  there  28th,  34  west  29th  and  98  west  30th,  52 
Sheringham  and  7 Winterton  28th,  1 12  south  (10  hrs)  Hunstanton  and  32  Sheringham  29th, 
106  south  (2  hrs  30  mins)  Hunstanton,  35  west  Holme  and  19  Blakeney  GM  30th.  Main 
passage  continued  until  mid-May  with  highest  counts  52  Hunstanton,  52  Sheringham  and  1 60 
west  Scolt  Head  4th,  with  36  west  there  5th  and  34  west  on  12th,  and  23  west  Sheringham  1 1th. 
Last  spring  migrant  Holme  June  5th. 

Confirmed  breeding  reported  at  just  6 localities:  Welney  42  pairs,  Cockley  Cley  pair, 
Ludham  pair  feeding  young  June  12th-25th,  Hemsby  female  feeding  young  16th,  Yarmouth 
Bure  Park  pair  feeding  young  17th  and  West  Somerton  where  2 pairs  feeding  young  30th. 
Presumed  breeding  also  at  Clippsby  Hill  where  2 pairs  May  and  June,  pair  Metton,  3 pairs 
West  Walton  June  1st,  Buckenham  1 1 territorial  pairs  and  Cantley  5 territorial  pairs  June  2nd. 
No  longer  present  as  a breeding  species  at  Holkham  NNR.  The  BTO  Nest  Record  Scheme 
shows  that  nationally  the  average  clutch  size  has  fallen  from  5.4  to  4.9  and  brood  size  from  4.9 
to  4.4  since  1966.  (Ref  BTO  News). 

Coastal  migrants  in  July:  7 west  Scolt  Head  10th.  10  Blakeney  Point  20th  and  10 
Snettisham  31st.  Aug  counts  included  80  Welney  14th  and  158  29th,  with  12  Cantley  BF  on 
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22nd.  A mainly  light  passage  throughout  Sept  with  only  double-figure  counts/movements  45 
Welney  4th,  1 1 3 5th,  40  1 8th  and  1 0 30th,  1 5 Burnham  Norton  1 3th  and  38  Ludham  2 1 st  with 
various  numbers  there  12th-24th.  In  Oct  4 Welney  3rd  with  singles  there  3rd-5th,  Stiffkey  1 2th 
and  east  Sheringham  16th.  Last  Sheringham  Nov  15th  the  latest  ever  there. 

Blue-headed  Wagtail  M (f)  flava 

Regular  migrant  from  continental  Europe,  mainly  in  spring 

First  Horsey  April  15th  followed  by  another  poor  spring  passage  with  singles  Sheringham  and 
Paston  26th,  Cley,  Kelling  WM  and  Weyboume  29th,  2 Happisburgh  and  singles  Holme, 
Hunstanton  and  Hunstanton  GC  on  30th,  Holme  May  1st,  3rd  and  24th,  Cley  3rd/4th,  6th,  3 7th 
and  2 on  8th,  with  singles  Sheringham  6th  and  19th. 

In  July  one  Cley  1 8th. 

Grey-headed  Wagtail  M (f)  thunbergi 
Scarce  spring  migrant  from  North  Fenno-Scandia 

Only  one  record,  a male  Scolt  Head  May  1 5th.  The  worst  year  for  this  attractive  race  since  the 
‘blank’  year  of  1986. 

Grey  Wagtail  Motacilla  cinerea 

Local  breeder,  fairly  common  passage  migrant,  less  common  in  winter 
Records  of  1-2  but  mainly  singles  at  38  widespread  localities  during  first  winter  period,  just  3 
sites  had  2 birds.  Another  extremely  light  spring  passage  with  singles  at  9 coastal  localities  in 
March  and  two  at  just  one,  with  4 singles  at  3 coastal  sites  in  April. 

Birds  on  territories  from  mid-March  with  at  least  26  confirmed  breeding  pairs  (8  up  on 
2002)  at  Bayfield  Hall,  Bintree  Mill,  East  Hading,  Ebridge  Mill,  Elsing  Mill,  Elsing  Mill 
Street,  Fakenham  Mill,  Hellesdon  Mill,  Great  Hockham,  Great  Ryburgh  Mill,  Hoe  Rough, 
Lenwade  Mill,  Lynford  Arboretum,  Lyng  Mill,  Morton  on  the  Hill,  Narborough  Mill,  Norwich 
(Jarrold  Yard  Mill,  New  Mill  and  Whitefriars),  Rockland  St  Peter,  Santon  Downham,  Sparham 
Pools,  Stoke  Ferry,  Taverham  Mill,  Welney  Delph  Bridge  and  Worthing  GP.  At  least  1 1 more 
pairs  at  traditional  and  other  suitable  localities  where  some  may  have  bred.  The  BTO  Nest 
Record  Scheme  shows  that  the  British  breeding  population  has  declined  by  some  25%  over  last 
25  years  but  little  change  between  2000  and  2003. 

Other  than  singles  Holme  July  29th,  Titchwell  Aug  9th  and  18th,  and  Sidestrand 
1 7th/ 1 8th,  the  first  post  breeding  dispersal  noted  early  Sept.  A steady  light  passage  throughout 
Sept  and  Oct  mainly  at  north  and  east  coast  localities.  A good  series  of  sightings  from 
Hunstanton  during  this  period  where  4 south  one  north  (2  hrs)  Sept  13th,  7 south  (3  hrs  30 
mins)  1 1th,  4 south  (6  hrs  20  mins)  Oct  27th  and  4 south  (6  hrs)  on  28th,  a total  of  10  west  Scolt 
Head  Sept  6th-30th  and  total  of  19  west  Holme  during  Sept  including  4 on  9th.  An  interesting 
record  of  5 at  a temporary  roost  Beeston  Regis  Sept  9th. 

In  second  winter  period  recorded  at  37  widespread  localities  in  Nov/Dec. 

White/Pied  Wagtail  Motacilla  alba 

Pied  Wagtail  M (a)  yarrellii 

At  start  of  year  Norwich  Rampant  Horse  St  roost  remained  unoccupied  until  Jan  1 6th  when 
104  recorded  there,  the  first  presence  of  winter.  A good  series  of  counts  followed  with  144  on 
19th,  135  20th,  142  21st,  175  23rd,  220  25th,  184  28th,  174  30th,  139  31st,  161  Feb  3rd,  115 
12th,  209  14th,  330  18th,  242  19th,  177  27th,  143  March  1st,  144  3rd,  76  10th  and  1 17  on  21st. 
Other  notable  roost  counts  in  Norwich  200  Thickthom  Services  (A1 1/A47  roundabout)  Feb 
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9th  and  550  there  22nd  with  121  Theatre  St  on  9th.  Roosts  elsewhere  included  48  Titchwell 
Jan  23rd  with  peak  of  204  there  Feb  25th,  100  Fakenham  Feb  19th  and  80  (in  tidal  reedbed) 
Brancaster  Staithe  March  5th. 

Other  notable  gatherings/movements:  52  Cockthorpe  Jan  1st,  50  East  Hading  4th,  120 
(feeding  on  frozen  flood)  East  Ruston  9th,  33  Cley  11th,  30  Roydon  Common  14th,  53 
Spixworth  19th,  36  Wiggenhall  St  Germans  26th,  70  Coxford  Feb  27th,  50  Yarmouth  March 
1st  (seen  most  evenings  flying  south  over  R Yare  passed  Town  Hall),  60  Hunstanton  7th,  22 
Langham  15th,  35  Long  Stratton  16th  and  23  Martham  Broad  31st. 

Main  westerly  spring  movement  in  March  with  9 Beeston  Bump  5th,  16  7th,  38  10th,  31 
1 1th,  and  28  April  1st;  also  20  Sheringham  March  22nd.  Southerly  equivalent  movement  at 
Hunstanton  where  39  (2  hrs)  March  24th,  27  (2  hrs)  25th,  10  (2  hrs)  April  1st  and  15  (2  hrs)  on 
12th. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  91%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  4 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Notable  summer  counts  30  Scolt  Head  June  23rd,  50  July  19th  and  61  Aug  8th,  30 
Brancaster  Staithe  Aug  24th,  18  Burnham  Overy  Hbr  31st,  45  (in  reedbed  roost)  Weyboume 
Sept  1st  and  50  Scolt  Head  /Brancaster  Hbr  on  2nd. 

The  only  autumn  coastal  movements  of  note  30  east  Sheringham  Sept  17th  and  10  south 
Hunstanton  Oct  1 1th. 

The  Norwich  Rampant  Horse  roost  remained  unoccupied  at  end  of  year  but  at  Norwich 
Thickthom  Services  1000  Oct  15th,  1850  Nov  30th,  750  Dec  12th  and  1205  on  24th. 
Elsewhere  140  Hoveton  Sept  30th,  46  Strumpshaw  Oct  6th,  125  Whitlingham  CP  Oct  10th, 
350  Brancaster  Staithe  Nov  1 1th,  250  Dec  2nd  and  13th,  28  Holt  Dec  10th,  20  Tacolnston  27th 
and  60  feeding  Boughton  Fen  31st. 

White  Wagtail  M (a)  alba 

Regular  passage  migrant  from  continental  Europe;  has  bred 

First  Horsey  March  8th  followed  by  1 -2  at  8 localities  to  April  1 6th.  Main  spring  passage  April 
24th-May  28th  when  1-5  at  23  localities  with  higher  counts  of  10  Scolt  Head  April  22nd,  7 
25th,  6 29th,  17  30th  and  9 May  4th,  8 Titchwell  April  24th  with  9 May  4th  and  9 Cley  May 
3rd. 

In  autumn  singles  Stiffkey  Sept  3rd,  Burnham  Deepdale  13th  and  Sheringham  24th. 

Waxwing  Bombycilla  garrulus 

Irruptive  late  autumn  and  winter  visitor 

Large  influx  began  first  week  Jan  when  small  numbers  noted  widely  in  north  and  east  of 
county.  By  second  week  reports  were  coming  in  from  all  around  Norfolk  with  several 
double-figure  flocks  recorded.  Largest  flocks;  Jan  17  Glandford.  3 1 Holt  and  20  Stiffkey  8th, 
21  Norwich  Spencer  Street  15th.  16  Snettisham  16th,  18  Norwich  17th/18th,  30  Beeston 
Common  24th,  22  Burnham  Overy  Staithe,  20  Morston  and  27  Sheringham  25th,  42  Thorpe  St 
Andrew  29th;  Feb  32  Thorpe  St  Andrew  4th,  18  Thetford  8th.  28  Norwich  A1 1/A47  junction, 
10th,  34  Norwich  12th,  21  North  Wootton  13th,  25  Mundford  27th,  17  Fakenham  28th;  March 
24  Mundford  2nd,  56  Thetford  Nunnery  13th,  22  South  Wootton  22nd;  ^pr/7  30  Thetford  14th, 
16  Titchwell  village  21st.  Final  bird  of  spring  at  Trunch  May  3rd. 

Other  sites  where  birds  noted  in  first  part  of  year  Acle,  Attleborough,  Aylsham,  Barton 
Broad,  Beeston  Regis,  Beetley,  Blakeney,  Bradwell,  Brundall,  Burnham  Market,  Cley, 
Cockthorpe,  Corpusty,  Costessey,  Cringleford,  Cromer,  Croxton  Heath,  East  Ruston, 
Felmingham,  Field  Dalling,  Fomcett  St  Peter,  Fritton,  Gorleston,  Gresham.  Haddiscoe, 


217 


Harleston,  Hempstead,  Hockering,  Holkham  Meals,  Holkham  Park,  Holme,  Kelling, 
Kettlestone,  King’s  Lynn,  Langham,  Loddon,  Lynford  Arboretum,  Martham,  Mundesley, 
North  Creake,  North  Walsham,  Northrepps,  Old  Hunstanton,  Potter  Heigham, 
Repps-with-Bastwick,  Rockland  Broad,  Salthouse,  Scole,  Sedgeford,  Sprowston,  Stoke  Holy 
Cross,  Swaffham,  Taverham,  Thompson,  Thomham,  Tuttington,  Warham,  Warham  Greens, 
Watton,  Wells,  West  Runton,  Weyboume,  Whitlingham  CP,  Wymondham  and  Yarmouth. 

First  autumn  arrival  Oct  13th  when  3 Langham.  This  was  followed  by  a wave  of  birds  at 
end  of  month  with  records  along  whole  coast  and  later  inland.  Birds  seen  arriving  in  off  sea 
Horsey  (2)  24th  and  Burnham  Norton  (3)  28th.  Numbers  mainly  small  but  flocks  quickly  built 
up  with  20  Beeston  Regis  and  10  East  Ruston  26th,  30  Norwich,  13  Burnham  Deepdale  and  12 
Woodbastwick  30th,  and  1 1 Yarmouth  Cemetery  31st.  Further  arrivals  Nov  with  7 in  off  sea 
Holkham  Gap  6th.  Best  counts  at  end  of  year:  Nov  50  Martham  13th/14th,  24  Overstrand  14th, 
12  Yarmouth  17th,  10  Gorleston  GC  24th;  Dec  47  Norwich  8th,  14  Tattersett  21st,  50 
Hellesdon  23rd,  26  Catfield  27th.  Other  sites  where  seen  during  latter  part  of  year  Aylsham, 
Beeston  Bump,  Bittering,  Blakeney,  Brundall,  Burnham  Norton,  Choseley,  Cley,  Cromer, 
Eaton,  Eccles,  Edgefield,  Haddiscoe,  Happisburgh,  Hemsby,  Hickling  Stubb  Mill,  Holkham 
Meals,  Holme,  Holt,  Hunstanton,  Kelling  WM,  Morston,  Repps-with-Bastwick,  Roydon 
Common,  Salthouse,  Sheringham,  South  Creake,  Stiffkey,  Stockton,  Tattersett,  Thomham, 
Thursford,  Tottenhill  GP,  Trimingham,  Walpole  St  Peter,  Warham  Greens,  Watlington, 
Waxham,  Wells,  West  Runton,  Weyboume,  Winterton,  Wolferton  and  Wymondham. 


Wren  Troglodytes  troglodytes 

Very  common  resident  and  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers 

Breeding  data  from  an  increased  number  of  sites  with  singing  males/territories/pairs:  Caister 
53,  Hemsby  36,  Newport  (Hemsby)  22,  Ormesby  Broad  64,  Ormesby  St  Margaret  58,  Scolt 
Head  37  (38  in  2002),  Scratby  26,  Sprowston  12,  Stmmpshaw  135,  Surlingham  Marsh  22, 
Welney  61  (67  in  2002),  West  Caister  62,  West  Somerton  27,  Yarmouth  22.  NBA  results 
showed  the  species  was  present  in  97%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons 
2000-03,  with  an  average  of  21  pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Only  count  in  autumn  35  Scolt  Head  Oct  13th. 


Dunnock  Prunella  modularis 

Common  resident  and  passage  migrant,  especially  in  autumn 
In  spring,  migration  noted  Scolt  Head  where  3 west  April  4th. 

As  in  last  species  an  increase  in  breeding  records  with  singing  males/territories/pairs  as 
follows:  Blakeney  Point  6,  Caister  12,  Hemsby  26,  Newport  (Hemsby)  21,  Ormesby  St 
Margaret  24,  Scolt  Head  64  (same  2002),  Stmmpshaw  40,  Welney  10  (7  in  2002)  and  West 
Caister  13.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  96%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  9 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Autumn  counts  reports  from  several  sites  with  in  Sept  6 west  Scolt  Head  1 5th,  1 0 Beeston 
Bump  1 6th  (including  flock  of  7 south),  1 5 Cromer  GC  1 7th,  2 west  Scolt  Head  and  5 in  off  sea 
Sheringham  20th,  10  Cromer  GC  28th  and  2 west  Scolt  Head  29th  with  6 west  and  30  present 
there  30th.  In  Oct  1 0 Cromer  GC  1 st,  4 west  Scolt  Head  and  6 west  Beeston  Bump  1 1 th,  2 west 
Scolt  Head  and  3 west  Sheringham  1 2th,  35  Scolt  Head  1 3th  and  3 west  Beeston  Bump  27th. 
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Erithaciis  rubecula 


Robin 

Common  resident  and  passage  migrant,  especially  in  autumn 
Few  reports  of  spring  migrants,  20  Holme  March  20th  and  at  Weyboume  ‘continental’  birds 
ringed  March  23rd-April  28th  with  max  5 April  15th.  In  breeding  season  from  work 
undertaken  for  NBA  (all  pairs):  Ormesby  Broad  50,  Ormesby  St  Margaret  27,  Scratby  21, 
West  Somerton  22.  Elsewhere  Strumpshaw  52  pairs,  Surlingham  Marsh  13  and  Welney  15. 
NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  96%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding 
seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  15  pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Autumn  passage  evident  late  Sept  with  10  Holme  24th,  40  Sheringham  25th  and  15 
Beeston  Bump  28th;  second  peak  in  mid-Oct  with  38  Scolt  Head  13th,  30  Holme  14th,  20 
Trimingham,  20  Waxham,  20  Horsey  and  40  Winterton  all  15th,  40  Eccles  15th/16th  and  40 
Eccles  24th. 

Thrush  Nightingale  Luscinia  luscinia 

Vagrant  from  eastern  Europe  and  western  Russia 

Blakeney  Point,  one  May  1 6th/ 1 7th  (JRMc  AMS  etal)',  the  eighth  record  for  the  county  and  the 
second  year  in  succession  that  one  has  appeared. 

Nightingale  Luscinia  megarhynchos 

Local  migratory  breeder  and  very  scarce  passage  migrant 

The  first  returning  bird  in  song  Pentney  GP  April  5th,  two  days  later  than  the  earliest  record  (in 
1999)  and  10  days  ahead  of  the  next  arrivals  at  Kettlestone,  Salthouse  Heath,  Snettisham  CP 
and  Waxham  15th,  Bamhamcross  Common,  Hockwold  Washes  and  Titchwell  16th,  and 
Brundall,  Hunstanton  (2),  Roydon  Common  and  Salthouse  (2)  17th.  During  rest  of  month 
recorded  from  10  localities  (mostly  subsequent  breeding  sites)  with  max  5 Pentney  GP  and  Old 
Hunstanton,  3 Holme  and  Salthouse  Heath,  and  2 Stoke  Ferry. 

Singing  males  on  breeding  territories  in  May  and  June  at  Alderford  Common  2,  Boughton 
Fen  3,  Cranwich  GP,  East  Winch  Common,  Feltwell  5,  Hockwold  Washes,  Holme  2, 
Hunstanton  GC  4,  Lynford,  Lyng-Eastaugh  GP,  Narborough  3,  Oulton  3,  Pentney  GP  5, 
Roydon  Common  area  10,  Salthouse  Heath  9,  Thetford  Nunnery  Lakes,  Weeting  Heath  and 
Wissington  BF.  Single  Cranwich  GP  Aug  25th  was  sole  autumn  record. 

Red-flanked  Bluetail  Tarsiger  cyanurus 

Rare  vagrant  from  northern  Russia/Siberia 

At  Caister,  one  present  for  less  than  an  hour  on  evening  of  Oct  27th  (AGr);  the  first  since  1999 
and  the  third  record  for  the  county,  all  of  which  have  been  in  the  10  day  period  Oct  1 7th-27th. 

Black  Redstart  Phoenicurus  ochnuros 

Rare  migratory  breeder,  regular  passage  migrant  and  occasional  in  winter 
At  start  of  year  singles  Aylsham,  Cley  and  Cockthorpe  Airfield  in  Jan,  with  pair  between 
Heacham  and  Hunstanton  Feb  22nd-26th.  Spring  passage  began  in  second  week  of  March, 
with  singles  from  7th  to  mid-May  at  28  sites  with  max  4 Yannouth  March  20th-23rd,  3 Holme 
29th  (2  from  18th)  and  April  16th,  and  2 at  Paston  March  16th-23rd,  Beeston  Bump  and 
Common  19th,  Heacham  27th  and  Walsey  Hills  April  3rd.  Inland  records  (all  singles): 
Strumpshaw  March  8th,  Acle  28th,  Gooderstone  April  8th,  Roydon  Common  24th,  Welney 
30th  and  Dereham  May  15th. 

Birds  arrived  at  traditional  Yarmouth  South  Denes  breeding  site  March  20th  but  only  one 
pair  bred  rearing  5 nestlings  to  fledging  by  June  1 8th.  The  lowest  number  of  breeding  birds  for 
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many  years  and  reflects  a steady  decline  from  at  least  6 pairs  which  bred  annually  between 
1999  and  2001  and  included  sites  elsewhere  in  Yarmouth  as  well  as  Norwich,  Cromer  and 
King’s  Lynn.  Other  midsummer  records:  singing  male  Scolt  Head  June  lst/2nd,  single 
Weyboume  19th,  2 Blakeney  Point  July  1st  and  single  Scolt  Head  18th. 

First  in  autumn  single  Holme  Aug  5th,  followed  by  singles  at  14  sites  from  Sept  21st. 
Passage  very  light  with  max  of  2 at  five  sites  - Scolt  Head  Oct  13th,  Trimingham  18th, 
Blakeney  Point  22nd,  Holkham  Meals  Nov  6th  and  Wells  8th.  Only  inland  records  at  King’s 
Lynn  BF  Sept  28th  and  Swaffham  Oct  17th.  Last  of  year  Titchwell  Nov  15th. 

A male  at  Wells  Nov  9th  showed  characteristics  of  the  eastern  race  phoenicuroides 
(JRMc)  (see  editorial). 

Redstart  Phoenicurus  phoenicurus 

Local  migratory  breeder  (most  in  Brecks),  common  passage  migrant 
First  of  spring  Snettisham  CP  April  13th,  followed  by  others  at  Aylmerton  14th  and  Old 
Hunstanton,  Holme,  Holkham  Meals  and  Waxham  15th.  Spring  passage  (to  May  29th) 
extremely  light  with  singles  at  15  sites  and  max  of  3 Holme  April  17th;  inland  singles 
Rockland  St  Mary  April  16th  and  Weeting  Heath  May  25th. 

Breeding  season  records:  male  carrying  food  at  previous  breeding  site  Sheringham  Park 
June  1 1th  and  juv  Lynford  Arboretum  July  14th.  In  Brecks,  numbers  at  Stanford  TA  reported 
‘as  normal’  (20  singing  males  in  2002). 

First  of  autumn  Holme  Aug  10th,  followed  by  singles  Holme,  Weyboume  and  Winterton 
18th.  Main  passage  from  25th  (to  Oct  24th)  very  light  with  singles  at  over  30  sites  except  for 
more  pronounced  passage  at  end  of  first  week  of  Sept  with  small  peak  of  10  Holme  5th,  6 
Blakeney  Point  and  3 Winterton  8th,  and  2 at  six  other  sites  by  end  of  month.  Light  passage 
comprising  mostly  singles  continued  during  Oct  but  2 Horsey  1st  and  Yarmouth  Cemetery 
2nd,  and  3 Scolt  Head  13th;  inland  Hickling  Sept  13th  and  Whitlingham  CP  Oct  5th.  Last  of 
year  Holme  Nov  7th  and  Scolt  Head  8th. 

Whinchat  Saxicola  rubetra 

Common  passage  migrant;  has  bred  in  past 
First  of  spring,  singles  at  Kelling  WM  and  Weyboume  April 
1 5th,  followed  by  others  at  Heacham  and  Holme  1 6th,  becoming 
widespread  along  north  coast  on  1 7th.  Main  spring  passage  from 
23rd  with  2 Holme  followed  by  peaks  of  6 Snettisham  24th,  9 
Holme  and  4 Paston  26th,  10  Holme,  8 Old  Hunstanton  and  6 
Scolt  Head  30th,  and  up  to  3 at  10  other  sites.  Passage  during 
May  very  light  with  1 -2  at  1 2 sites  and  peak  of  4 Burnham  Overy 
Staithe  5th.  Last  of  spring  at  Snettisham  CP  June  1 st.  Inland 
singles  Roughton  April  29th  and  Langham  May  4th. 

A juv  Scolt  Head  July  22nd  the  only  midsummer  record. 

Autumn  passage  evident  from  Aug  3rd  (Breydon)  to  Oct  27th 
(Walsey  Hills)  with  mostly  1 -4  at  24  sites;  main  arrival  last  week 
Aug  and  first  week  Sept  with  peaks  of  5 Scolt  Head  and  Caister 
GC  Aug  26th,  5 Winterton  Sept  1st,  13  Horsey  4th  (increasing  to 
22  5th  and  20  6th),  10  Holme  and  15  Waxham  5th,  and  6 
Blakeney  Point  8th,  followed  by  a later  peak  of  7 Beeston  Bump 
1 6th.  Inland  records  2 Bradfield  Aug  28th  and  single  Spixworth 
Oct  1st. 
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Stonechat 


Saxicola  torquatus 


European  Stonechat  S (t)  hibernans 

Very  small  breeding  population;  regular  passage  migrant,  local  in  winter 
In  first  winter  period  pairs  present  in  Jan  and  Feb  at  9 sites  and  max  6 at  four  coastal  sites; 
inland  recorded  at  Bamhamcross  Common,  Bemey,  Bradfield,  Buckenham  Marshes  (2), 
Cantley  (3),  Gooderstone  (2),  Hickling  Stubb  Mill,  How  Hill,  King’s  Lynn  BF  (2),  Rockland 
Broad,  Roydon  Common  (max  6 Feb  20th),  Setchey,  Stowbridge  (2),  Thurlton  Marshes  (4), 
Welney  (3)  and  Whitlingham  CP. 

Main  passage  or  return  to  breeding  areas  in  early  March  with  peaks  of  5 Horsey  2nd  and 
10th,  6 Paston  8th,  1 1 Holme  also  8th  rising  to  15  on  9th,  5 Burnham  Overy  Staithe  9th,  10 
Blakeney  GM,  7 Weyboume,  8 Beeston  Bump  and  9 Kelling  Heath  all  10th,  6 Morston  1 1th 
and  5 Salthouse  12th,  followed  by  up  to  4 at  12  other  sites  to  end  of  May. 

In  breeding  season  pairs  reported  from  Burnham  Overy  Dunes,  Cromer  GC,  Croxton 
Heath,  Fowlmere,  Hockwold  Heath,  Kelling  Heath  (2),  Roydon  Common,  Weeting  Heath  and 
Winterton  (at  least  4 pairs  present  but  possibly  only  two  bred).  In  Brecks  14  pairs  attempted  or 
succeeded  in  breeding  (8  pairs  in  Norfolk),  the  highest  inland  number  in  50  years. 

As  in  recent  years,  autumn  passage  very  light  and  migrants  not  always  separable  from 
birds  dispersing  from  breeding  areas,  eg  1 1 Waxham  Sept  5th  and  10  Horsey  6th  may  refer  to 
breeding  birds  from  Winterton.  Elsewhere  recorded  from  20  sites  with  peaks  of  7 Scolt  Head 
Sept  30th,  5 Holme  Oct  3rd/4th  and  19th,  4 Blakeney  Point  3rd,  5 Burnham  Overy  Dunes  1 1th, 
5 Holkham  Meals  12th  and  5 Titchwell  25th.  In  Nov  max  7 Roydon  Common  1st,  5 Cley  6th 
and  4 Sheringham  7th;  elsewhere  up  to  3 at  19  sites.  At  end  of  year  up  to  4 Kelling  Heath,  3 
Holme,  Scolt  Head,  Cley  and  Horsey,  and  up  to  2 at  1 1 other  sites. 

Siberian  Stonechat  S (t)  maura/stejnegeri 
Almost  annual  vagrant 

At  Scolt  Head  an  adult  male  May  17th  and  a female/ 1st- winter  male  Oct  1 1th  (NML  NW);  a 
1 St-winter  male  Titchwell  Oct  24th-27th  (JAR  et  al).  The  first  records  since  1999. 

/ 996  Amendment:  As  a result  of  a recent  review  of  all  spring  Siberian  Stonechats  one 
Holme  May  1 8th  now  no  longer  considered  acceptable  by  BBRC  (published  in  1 997  Report). 

Wheatear  Oenanthe  oenanthe 

Increasingly  rare  migratory  breeder  and  common  passage  migrant 
First  of  year  Bradfield  March  10th  closely  followed  by  other  singles  at  Holme  and  Gorleston 
1 1th,  Pentney  GP  13th,  Breydon  15th  and  Sheringham  16th.  March  peaks  of  3 Stanford  TA 
19th  and  Blakeney  Point  23rd,  and  4 Paston  25th  and  Salthouse  26th.  Main  passage  in  April 
with  pronounced  arrival  mid-month;  daily  peaks  of  12  Blakeney  Point  13th  (increasing  to  21 
15th),  12  Old  Hunstanton,  11  Weyboume,  13  Sheringham  and  16  Waxham  all  15th,  and  11 
Holme  1 8th.  On  last  day  of  month  heavy  passage  with  peaks  of  50  Hunstanton  GC,  56  Holme, 
33  Scolt  Head.  26  Blakeney  Point,  30  Weyboume,  34  Beeston  Bump,  30  Paston  and  18 
Happisburgh.  Smaller  arrival  in  first  week  of  May  with  15  Scolt  Head.  3 1 Blakeney  Point  and 
40  Sheringham  on  4th.  In  early  June  late  migrants  Titchwell  2nd.  Cley  3rd,  Roydon  Common 
3rd/4th,  Weyboume  4th,  Winterton  7th  and  9th.  and  Snettisham  8th. 

As  in  recent  years  only  breeding  site  Stanford  TA  where  two  pairs  bred. 

In  July  singles  Blakeney  Point  13th  (2  on  20th),  Scolt  Head  16th/ 17th  and  3 18th-20th, 
Titchwell  1 7th  and  20th,  and  Holme  22nd.  Main  autumn  passage  from  Aug  2nd  (Blakeney 
Point)  with  up  to  9 at  1 0 sites  by  month  end.  Passage  during  Sept  very  light  with  no  large-scale 
arrival  evident,  peaks  of  1 0 Cley  1 st  and  1 6th,  1 7 Blakeney  Point  8th.  1 1 Beeston  Bump  and  1 0 
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Caister  GC  1 6th,  and  apart  from  7 Holme  1 8th  passage  declined  thereafter.  In  Oct  1 -2  recorded 
at  14  sites;  last  of  year  Breydon  Nov  8th. 

Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe  pleschanka 

Vagrant  from  Central  Asia 

A 1 St-winter  male  at  HorseyAVaxham  Oct  23rd-26th  (JVB  BWJ  et  al)  and  a Ist-winter  female 
at  Paston  Oct  3 1 st/Nov  1 st  (RCo  et  af).  Two  in  one  year  in  the  county  is  without  precedent  and 
takes  the  total  to  ten,  all  of  which,  except  the  first  in  May  1978,  have  been  in  autumn. 


Pied  Wheatear  (PhilJones) 


Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  deserti 

Vagrant  from  North  Africa  or  Central  Asia 

A Ist-winter  male  at  Burnham  Overy  Staithe  (PCI  et  af)  and  a Ist-winter  female  at  Blakeney 
Point  (MW  et  al),  both  Nov  9th/ 1 0th.  The  first  since  1 999,  these  two  were  part  of  a late  autumn 
influx  into  Britain  and  north-west  Europe  with  others  at  the  same  time  in  Fife,  Cumbria,  Kent 
and  West  Sussex  as  well  as  in  Sweden,  Norway  and  the  Netherlands.  The  total  for  the  county 
now  stands  at  eleven. 

Ring  Ouzel  Turdus  torquatus 

Passage  migrant  in  fluctuating  numbers;  exceptional  in  winter 

First  of  spring  Holkham  Quarles  Farm  and  Roydon  Common  March  23rd  followed  by  singles 
Holme  24th,  Yarmouth  25th,  Stanford  TA  29th  and  Cockley  Cley  30th.  From  April  3rd,  when 
singles  Thomham  and  Wighton,  present  almost  daily  until  month  end  at  many  inland  and 
coastal  localities.  During  first  half  of  month  mainly  1-2  but  influx  from  mid-month  with  4 
Paston  12th,  13  Holme  13th  (with  1 1 20th  and  26th,  and  8 27th),  5 south  Hunstanton  Cliffs  (2 
hrs)  and  5 Snettisham  CP  14th,  13  Heacham,  9 Eccles,  8 Waxham,  8 Horsey,  5 Aylmerton  and 
5 Blakeney  village  all  15th,  8 Holkham  GM  16th,  5 Winterton  17th,  8 Ringstead  Courtyard 
Farm,  6 Snettisham,  5 Kelling  Heath  and  5 Heacham  18th,  5 Felbrigg  Park  19th-21st,  7 
Snettisham  27th,  5 Kelling  WM  and  5 Kelling  Heath  28th,  and  5 Sheringham  29th.  Also 
present  at  further  20  widely-scattered  inland  sites  during  month. 
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In  May,  with  exception  of  4 Holme  1st  and  9 Kelling  WM  2nd,  1-2  present  at  further  12 
localities  with  latest  Winterton  31st. 

First  returning  birds  Sept  28th/29th  when  4 Yarmouth  Cemetery  and  singles  Beeston 
Bump,  Holkham  Meals  and  Sea  Palling.  No  further  records  until  Oct  12th  when  single  in  off 
sea  Stiffkey.  Subsequently  1-3  at  further  16  sites;  latest  Welney  30th,  and  Holkham  Meals  and 
Lessingham  31st. 

Blackbird  Turdus  merula 

Common  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

Evidence  of  return  movement  March  23rd/24th  when  40  Holme  and  Brancaster.  Small-scale 
movement  also  noted  Scolt  Head  where  7 April  14th  and  1-2  on  8 other  dates  until  25th. 

During  breeding  season  a survey  in  east  found  (all  pairs):  Ormesby  St  Margaret  53, 
Newport  (Hemsby)  42,  Hemsby  37,  Scratby  36,  Yarmouth  26.  At  Welney  26  pairs  was  a 
reduction  from  last  year’s  31,  while  at  Strumpshaw  19  pairs  noted.  NBA  results  showed  the 
species  was  present  in  97%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an 
average  of  26  pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Autumn  passage  commenced  Sept  29th  when  10  Beeston  Bump.  Small  influx  Oct  8th 
with  59  Blakeney  Point  and  60  in  off  sea  Winterton.  Main  movement  mid-month  when  500 
Holme  and  105  Scolt  Head  14th,  and  100  at  both  Eccles  and  Winterton  following  day. 
Continued  passage  until  month  end  with  peak  counts  1 80  Caister  GC  23rd,  1 75  Newport  26th, 
200  Sheringham  28th  and  210  Hemsby  31st.  Smaller  numbers  into  early  Nov  but  100 
Blakeney  Point  7th,  100  Bacton  8th  and  105  Hemsby  10th. 

Fieldfare  Turdus  pilaris 

Common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

In  Jan,  peak  counts  340  Martham  10th,  250  Ingham  13th,  1000  Blickling  Park  23rd  and  388 
south-west  Welney  31st.  Passage  noted  Feb  1st  when  350  Holme  and  84  Caister  with  1000 
present  Saddlebow  10th.  In  March  three-figure  counts  from  Cockley  Cley,  Sporle, 

Strumpshaw  and  Themelthorpe,  but 
return  passage  not  until  April  1st  when 
100  west  Brancaster  Staithe  and  58  south 
Hunstanton  in  2 hrs.  Still  good  numbers 
present  during  month  when  150  Felbrigg 
Park  17th/18th,  120  Welney  18th,  125 
Winterton  20th  and  140  Hockwold 
Washes  21st.  Singles  in  May  Holme,  Sea 
Palling,  Weeting  Heath  and  Winterton 
with  final  birds  of  spring  2 Holme  June 
4th. 

An  early  returning  bird  Aylmerton 
Aug  1 7th,  but  no  further  records  until  Sept 
4th  when  single  Holme  with  5 there  1 1th 
and  further  singles  Brancaster  Staithe  15th 
and  Yarmouth  Cemetery  28th.  In  Oct  40 
in  off  sea  Winterton  8th,  100  in  off  sea 
Holme  17th  and  300  west  Paston  22nd. 
with  main  movement  24th  when  1218 
south  Hunstanton  Cliffs  in  2 hrs  with 


Fieldfare  (Richard  Johnson) 
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6-700  the  following  day  Gooderstone  and  700  west  New  Costessey  26th.  Continued  coastal 
movement  Hunstanton  Cliffs  27th-30th  when  766  south,  with  max  inland  counts  500  Bittering 
and  1 100  South  Creake  3 1st.  Further  passage  Hunstanton  Cliffs  Nov  4th  with  414  south  in  4 
hrs  and  a further  68  south  there  in  2 hrs  30  mins  on  6th.  Widespread  inland  in  Dec  with 
three-figure  counts  from  9 sites  including  500  Burnham  Market  14th. 

Song  Thrush  Turdus  philomelos 

Common  resident  and  passage  migrant;  recently  decreasing 

Small-scale  coastal  movement  in  April  at  Scolt  Head,  Blakeney  Point,  Weyboume,  Horsey, 
Winterton  and  Caister  GC,  but  no  count  exceeded  13  birds.  Late  migrants  Scolt  Head  May  4th 
and  17th. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  88%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  4 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Small  numbers  of  migrants  in  last  week  Sept  with  max  25  Yarmouth  Cemetery  28th.  In 
Oct,  no  repeat  of  last  year’s  unprecedented  numbers  with  highest  counts  just  100  Brancaster 
12th,  100  Stiffkey/Wareham  Greens  13th,  and  100  Eccles  and  200  Winterton  both  15th. 
During  remainder  of  month  only  double-figure  counts  at  coastal  localities.  Last  significant 
movement  of  autumn  50  Blakeney  Point  Nov  7th. 

Redwing  Turdus  iliacus 

Common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

In  Jan,  three-figure  counts  from  5 inland  sites  including  700  Blickling  Park  23rd,  plus  evidence 
of  coastal  movement  late  in  month  when  50  in  off  sea  Holme  and  1 5 similarly  Weyboume  3 1 st. 
Fewer  reports  in  Feb,  but  380  Costessey  2nd,  with  first  evidence  in  early  March  of  return 
movement  when  moderate  north-east  passage  over  Watton  1st  with  same  Saham  Toney  the 
following  day.  Further  movement  7th  with  350  west-south-west  Thetford  Warren  and  250  still 
present  Cockley  Cley  same  date.  Still  good  number  at  several  Breck  sites  with  240  Santon 
Downham  (many  in  song)  and  1 00  Thetford  29th. 

Main  passage  April  1st  when  ‘several  thousand’  west  Brancaster  Staithe,  1536  south  (2 
hrs)  Hunstanton  Cliffs  and  300  west  Roydon  Common.  An  interesting  series  of  double-figure 
counts  in  second  half  of  month  with  50  Felbrigg  Park  17th,  20  Beeston  Common  and  30 
Ingham  19th,  and  15  Caister  GC  21st.  Last  of  spring  2 Yarmouth  Cemetery  27th. 

First  of  autumn,  singles  Pentney  GP  Sept  19th  and  Stiffkey  Fen  24th;  by  month  end  103 
Titchwell  30th.  Main  immigration  in  Oct  when:  5th  400  New  Costessey,  300  over 
Repps-with-Bastwick;  8th  265  in  off  sea  Winterton;  12th  200  How  Hill  Crome’s  Broad;  1 3th 
150  Holme,  50  present  445  in  off  sea  and  then  south  Scolt  Head;  Nth  300  Holme,  100  present 
235  in  off  sea  and  south  Scolt  Head;  1 5th  200  Winterton  (many  in  off  sea);  Nth  400  Thomham 
GM;  18th  250  Holkham  Meals  (many  in  off  sea);  20th  200  Horsey;  22nd  1 70  west  Paston,  200 
Yarmouth  Cemetery;  28th  332  south  (6  hrs)  Hunstanton  Cliffs,  150  Sheringham. 

An  interesting  midwinter  inland  movement  when  3100  west  New  Costessey  Dec  12th  in 
light  south-east  winds,  the  majority  0700-1000  hrs. 

Mistle  Thrush  Turdus  viscivorus 

Common  resident  and  partial  migrant 

A late  winter  gathering  of  21  Roydon  Common  Feb  24th  but  only  evidence  of  spring 
movement  a single  Scolt  Head  April  17th. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  85%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  3 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 
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Usual  post  breeding  flocks;  July  40  Costessey  Show  Ground  1 1th;  Aug  30  Sennowe  Park 
27th;  Sept  65  Cranwich  and  51  East  Raynham  12th,  31  Weeting  Heath  15th,  30  Roydon 
Common  25th. 

Evidence  of  coastal  movement  when  10  Overstrand  and  1 1 west  Sheringham  Sept  25th, 
with  13  west  again  Sheringham  and  Weyboume  Oct  1 1th.  Several  other  counts  of  1-3  west  at 
north  coast  sites  in  month  with  total  of  27  south  Hunstanton  Cliffs  on  4 dates  Oct  27th-Nov  5th. 

Cetti  s Warbler  Cettia  cetti 

Broads  breeding  population  established  since  1974 

Yet  another  mild  winter  has  allowed  further  expansion.  Records  received  around  county  of 
165+  singing  males  March-June.  This  is  a considerable  underestimate  of  true  figure  as  no 
records  received  from  large  sections  of  R Ant  and  Bure,  and  no  records  at  all  from  R Waveney 
where  a considerable  population  exists.  River  valley  totals  for  the  Broads:  R Yare  90;  R Bure 
18;  R Ant  22;  R Thume  17;  Muck  Fleet  1;  R Chet  1.  Also  Fritton  Lake  April  12th. 

Colonisation  of  north  coast  carries  on  apace;  Lynn  Point  May  9th/ 10th;  Holme  2 Jan/late 
Feb,  trapped  April  8th;  Titchwell  2 singing  Jan  increasing  to  3 Feb,  4 males  and  2 females 
March,  3 males  April  with  nest  building  April  24th  and  pair  seen  feeding  young  June;  Stiffkey 
Fen  Jan  1 Ith-March  15th;  inland  at  Langham  May  1st;  Cley/Walsey  Hills  single  Jan,  4 March, 
single  April;  Weyboume  singing  recommenced  March  with  male  from  2002  re-trapped  April 
16th  plus  2 females,  further  2 females  trapped  17th  and  fifth  female  trapped  April  23rd,  3 
successful  broods,  4 juvs  ringed  and  four  of  the  females  re-trapped  July/Aug;  Sheringham  May 
11th. 

To  west/north-west  of  Norwich  records  from  Colney  GP  April  13th- 18th,  Drayton  May 
18th,  Hellesdon  April  20th-July  17th,  Sparham  Pools  March  25th-June  8th  and  UEA  Broad 
April  28th-June  3rd.  Given  another  mild  winter  firm  colonisation  seems  likely. 

On  north  coast  birds  remained  on  territory  until  year  end  at  Titchwell,  Cley  and 
Weyboume,  with  dispersing  birds  in  autumn/winter  Holme  3 trapped  Sept/Oct,  Burnham 
Norton  Oct  28th  and  Dec  13th,  Burnham  Overy  Nov  9th  and  1 1th,  Holkham  Meals  Oct  5th 
(first  site  record)  and  Nov  1 1th,  Wells  East  Hills  Sept  30th  and  Blakeney  Sept  21st.  Also 
Welney  Sept  29th. 

Grasshopper  Warbler  Locustella  naevia 

Summer  visitor  and  scarce  passage  migrant 

A typical  mid-April  arrival  with  singles  Titchwell  13th  and  Snettisham  CP  14th.  By  15th/16th 
3 Snettisham  and  4 Holme.  Obvious  migrants  Blakeney  Point  18th  and  Beeston  Bump  29th. 

During  breeding  season  regular  singing  males  at  Blakeney  GM,  Boughton  Fen  (2), 
Burnham  Overy  Dunes,  Catfield  Fen  (3),  Hellesdon,  Hickling  Broad.  Holme  (2),  Holkham 
NNR  (4),  Horsey/Waxham  (5),  North  Creake,  Rockland  Broad,  Roydon  Common,  Scolt  Head 
(2),  Snettisham  CP  (8),  Strumpshaw  (11),  Surlingham  Marsh  (2),  Sutton  Fen,  Thetford 
Nunnery  Lakes  (2)  and  Titchwell  (2). 

Also  occasional  singing  males  at:  Barton  Broad,  Cley/Glandford,  Eccles,  Hockwold 
Washes  (2),  Hoe  Common,  Homing  Hulver  Ground,  Homing  Waterworks,  Horsey  Mere,  Ken 
Hill  Marsh,  King’s  Lynn  BF  (first  record  for  20  years),  Lopham  Fen.  Lynford  Arboretum, 
Lyng,  Martham  Broad  (2),  Norwich  Marston  Marshes,  Overstrand.  Ranworth  Broad, 
Sculthorpe  Moor,  Sheringham  Common,  Sheringham,  Smallburgh.  Stanford  Water,  Stoke 
Ferry,  Weyboume,  Winterton.  Described  in  Broads  as  ‘present  in  low  numbers  and  absent 
from  many  sites’. 

Only  obvious  autumn  migrants  Scolt  Head  where  singles  Sept  30th  and  Oct  18th. 
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Sedge  Warbler  Acrocephalus  schoenobaenus 

Summer  breeder  and  passage  migrant 

Early  arrivals  March  at  Titchwell  29th,  and  Hickling  Broad  and  Snettisham  30th.  Major  influx 
from  mid- April  with  10  Holme  16th,  19  Hickling  Broad  17th  and  15  Snettisham  21st. 

An  improved  breeding  season  with  singing  male  counts:  Buckenham  43,  Cantley  47,  Cley 
10,  Martham  Broad  42,  Strumpshaw  79,  Surlingham  Marsh  14,  Welney  68. 

Most  notable  autumn  passage  50  Haddiscoe  Aug  9th  where  25  trapped  and  ringed.  In  Sept 
records  from  8 north  coast  sites  with  2 Holme  and  3 Sidestrand  8th,  and  3 West  Runton  13th. 
Latest  singles  Weyboume  and  Welney  16th,  and  Titchwell  18th. 

Marsh  Warbler  Acrocephalus  palustris 

Rare  in  late  spring  and  autumn 

After  four  disappointing  years,  a veritable  feast  of  this  scarce  species.  Singing  males  in  June  at 
Sheringham  BO  1st  (DPA  et  al),  Caister  12th-25th  with  a second  there  19th  (AGr  et  al)  and  a 
popular  and  well-watched  bird  Kelling  WM  12th-26th  (RGM  EMPS  et  al). 

A singing  male  at  the  1 999  breeding  site  June  5th-8th  with  a second  bird  1 0th/ 1 1 th  at  least. 

Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  scirpaceus 

Summer  breeder  and  passage  migrant 

First  arrivals  2 Titchwell  April  1 5th  and  singles  Hickling  and  Ranworth  Broads  16th,  followed 
by  1-2  at  numerous  localities  in  next  few  days  but  majority  did  not  arrive  until  May.  Coastal 
migrants  in  May  at  Gorleston  15th  and  25th,  Beeston  Bump  16th  and  31st,  Sheringham  28th 
and  Scolt  Head  29th.  In  June  4 Sheringham  1st  with  single  2nd,  and  one  Scolt  Head  15th. 

Breeding  territorial  counts:  Buckenham  16,  Cantley  39,  Lopham  Fen  20,  Ormesby  Broad 
20,  Strumpshaw  61,  Surlingham  Marsh  20,  Welney  86,  West  Caister  14. 


Booted  Warbler  (Alan  Burtenshaw) 
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Notable  Aug  records  included  100  Haddiscoe  with  54  trapped  and  ringed  there  9th  and  1 1 
Holkham  Meals  3 1 st.  Occasional  coastal  migrants  of  singles  in  Sept  with  last  reports  in  Oct  at 
Sheringham  and  Walsey  Hills  1 1th,  and  Holkham  Meals  23rd. 

Booted  Warbler  Hippolais  caligata 

A rare  vagrant 

A well-watched  individual,  the  first  since  1996,  at  West  Runton  Aug  31st-Sept  2nd  (IP  et  al). 
The  fourth  county  record. 

Sykes’s  Warbler 
A rare  vagrant 

2002  Addition:  Sheringham  Aug  23rd  (RLe  ROM  TW  et  al) 

See  article  page  279. 

Icterine  Warbler  Hippolais  icterina 

A very  scarce  passage  migrant 

A lean  year  with  just  three  records,  Weyboume  Aug  10th  (ringed),  Scolt  Head  Aug  25th  and 
Burnham  Overy  Dunes  Sept  28th. 

Blackcap  Sylvia  atricapilla 

Summer  breeder  and  passage  migrant;  winters  in  small  numbers 

During  first  winter  period  reduced  numbers  reported  with  1 -2  Alymerton,  Clenchwarton,  High 
Kelling,  Holme,  Norwich,  Sheringham,  Stowbridge,  Thetford,  Upper  Sheringham  and 
Weyboume  (14  birds  at  12  sites  in  2002). 

A male  Bmndall  March  13th  probably  an  early  migrant,  with  1-2  at  scattered  sites  until 
month  end.  Late  April  peaks  included  30  Holme  15th,  6 Yarmouth  Cemetery  21st  and  6 Scolt 
Head  22nd. 

Breeding  territories/singing  male  counts:  Ormesby  Broad  32,  Ormesby  St  Margaret  10, 
Repps-with-Bastwick  15,  Stmmpshaw  7,  Welney  13,  West  Somerton  12,  West  Caister  16. 
NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  88%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding 
seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  7 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Notable  return  passage  in  Sept  included  40  Brancaster  Thompson  Farms  (when  26  new 
birds  ringed)  and  50  Holme  6th.  In  Oct/Nov  no  count  at  coastal  sites  exceeded  4 but 
interestingly  3 late  migrants  found  on  a boat  in  the  Wash  Nov  7th. 

During  second  winter  period  from  mid-Nov  singles  at  Briston,  East  Tuddenham,  Fomcett 
St  Mary,  Hempton,  Holt,  Newton  St  Faith,  Norwich,  Ormesby  Broad,  Sheringham.  Thorpe  St 
Andrew,  Welney  and  Wroxham. 

Garden  Warbier  Sylvia  borin 

Summer  breeder  and  passage  migrant 

First  reports  Holkham  Meals  and  Matlask  on  typical  date  April  20th.  with  5 in  song 
Stmmpshaw  by  end  of  month,  but  main  arrival  on  breeding  sites  not  until  early  May. 

Breeding  counts  of  singing  males/territories:  Stmmpshaw  8,  Roydon  Common  6, 
Sparham  Pools  6,  Crostwick  Common  5,  Ormesby  Broad  3,  Penmey  GP  3,  Beeston  Common 
3,  and  1-2  at  numerous  other  localities.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  42%  of 
tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  2 pairs  per  occupied 
tetrad. 


Hippolais  rama 
- an  addition  to  the  county  list. 
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In  autumn,  apart  from  6 Holme  Sept  6th,  very  few  migrants  noted  with  only  singles  at 
coastal  localities.  Three  Oct  records,  Blakeney  Village  2nd,  Scolt  Head  13th  and  Titchwell 
18th. 

Barred  Warbler  Sylvia  nisoria 

Scarce  autumn  migrant  recorded  only  once  in  spring 

A return  to  lean  times  following  two  good  years  with  just  6 records.  In  Sept,  Sheringham  6th, 
Winterton  11th,  Stiffkey  Meals  13th/14th  and  another  Winterton  26th/27th.  In  Oct  singles 
Holme  1 1th- 19th  and  Blakeney  Point  14th. 

Lesser  Whitethroat  Sylvia  curruca 

Summer  breeder  and  passage  migrant 

Earliest  record  Sheringham  April  16th,  followed  by  others  Holme  (2),  Yarmouth  Cemetery 
and  Gorleston  21st.  Subsequent  coastal  counts  of  4 Snettisham  CP  and  4 Holme  26th,  3 
Thomham  28th  and  3 Blakeney  Point  30th.  Counts  in  May  included  6 Castle  Acre  and  3 
Newton  1st,  5 Stiffkey  Fen  10th  and  5 Holme  1 1th;  also  5 migrants  Scolt  Head  5th. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  39%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  2 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Early  migrant  Weyboume  July  28th.  In  Aug  6 Holme  7th,  5 Sheringham  13th  and  5 
Stiffkey AVarham  Greens  27th.  Only  notable  movement  Sept  when  25  Holme  6th  with  5 there 
1 1th  and  4 20th.  Elsewhere,  with  exception  of  3 Winterton  Sept  15th,  singles  throughout 
remainder  of  autumn  at  mainly  coastal  sites. 

Birds  California  Oct  21st  (AG)  and  Paston  24th/25th  (MDF  ADK)  both  showed 
characteristics  of  the  ‘Steppe’  race  halimodendri  (see  Editorial).  One  Holme  20th-28th  also 
probably  one  of  the  eastern  races. 

Whitethroat  Sylvia  communis 

Summer  breeder  and  passage  migrant 

Following  one  Holme  April  1 4th  numerous  records  of  mainly  singles  at  various  sites  1 5th/ 1 6th 
with  7 Snettisham  CP  by  17th. 

Breeding  pairs/territories  included:  Caister  11,  King’s  Lynn  BF  3-4,  Repps- 
with-Bastwick  10,  Scolt  Head  7 (an  increase),  Sheringham  17,  Sparham  10,  Strumpshaw  7, 
Welney  18,  West  Caister  18,  Weyboume  6,  Yarmouth  1 1.  NBA  results  showed  the  species 
was  present  in  92%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average 
of  8 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

An  early  return  migrant  Scolt  Head  July  22nd.  Autumn  concentrations  included  30 
Holme  and  1 5 Warham  Greens/Stiffkey,  both  Sept  6th.  Two  Oct  records,  Cromer  GC  3rd  and 
Paston  22nd. 

A male  Blakeney  Point  April  30th  (JRMc  RFP  et  al)  showed  characteristics  of  icterops 
race  from  south-east  Europe  eastwards  (see  Editorial.). 

Dartford  Warbler  Sylvia  indata 

Vagrant  from  southern  England  and  the  Continent 

The  best  year  since  1994  beginning  with  a well-watched  spring  male,  associating  with 
Stonechats,  several  days  Kelling  Heath  late  May  (MO).  Subsequently  in  second  winter  period 
Weyboume  Oct  1 1th  (RGM  et  al),  Morston  Oct  15th  (RJ)  and  presumed  same  Nov  9th  (RRo), 
Scolt  Head  Oct  21st  (JB  NML)  and  Snettisham  CP  Dec  7th  (DR) 
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Sardinian  Warbler  Sylvia  melanocephala 

Vagrant  from  the  Mediterranean 

A bumper  year  for  this  species  with  males  Hunstanton  GC/Holme  March  16th-25th  (NML  et 
a!),  Beeston  Bump  (Ist-year  bird)  March  29th-April  8th  (LBe  JVB  et  al)  and  Winterton  June 
4th  (KJB  PCa  DP). 

Greenish  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochiloides 

Regular  vagrant  from  eastern  Europe  and  western  Russia 

An  average  year  with  singles  Scolt  Head  Aug  26th/27th  (GFH  NML),  Holme  Aug  3 1st-  Sept 
2nd  (R&DR  et  al)  and  Overstrand  Sept  7th  (AEa  BJM). 


Pallas’s  Warbler  (Richard  Johnson) 


Pallas’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  proregulus 

Rare  autumn  migrant  from  Siberia 

A feast  year  for  this  eastern  gem.  About  60  birds  involved,  far  outnumbering  the  only  other 
double-figure  annual  county  counts  of  20  in  1982,  29  in  1996  and  22  in  1997. 

All  records  listed  (Oct  unless  stated);  Holme  14th- 19th  with  second  bird  17th  (both 
ringed),  another  Nov  9th;  Thomham  Point  Nov  9th;  Scolt  Head  3 Nov  9th;  Burnham  Deepdale 
15th-20th;  Holkham  Meals  (west)  2 15th- 18th  with  one  24th;  Holkham  Meals  (east)  at  least  9 
different  birds,  2 14th,  3 15th,  one  16th-22nd,  3 23rd  (one  in  full  song  for  10  mins),  2 24th,  4 
25th-27th  (including  2 new  arrivals),  one  28th-Nov  4th;  Wells  East  Hills  13th/ 14th  and 
21st-23rd;  Warham  Greens  14th-16th;  Stiffkey  Meals  15th  and  Nov  8th/9th;  Blakeney  Point 
14th/ 15th  and  22nd;  Cley  20th-26th;  Weyboume  14th  and  3 22nd  (all  ringed);  Sheringham 
14th/ 15th;  Felbrigg  Park  Nov  1st;  East  Runton  18th;  Trimingham  2 21st/22nd  with  one  23rd 
and  another  Nov  8th/9th;  Paston  Nov  8th/9th;  Eccles  2 16th  with  one  until  18th,  third  bird 
21st-23rd  with  fourth  22nd  when  both  in  song,  further  bird  Nov  7th;  Sea  Palling  14th/15th; 
Horsey  15th;  Waxham  29th  and  Nov  6th-8th;  Winterton  26th  and  Nov  2nd;  West  Somerton 
19th/20th;  Hemsby  19th  with  another  23rd-25th;  Newport  (Hemsby)  24th-26th;  Caister  15th, 
2 16th,  third  bird  18th,  fourth  23rd/24th  and  fifth  Nov  3rd;  Caister  GC  23rd/24th;  Yarmouth 
Cemetery  2 14th- 16th  with  one  until  20th. 
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inornatus 


Yellow-browed  Warbler 
Scarce  autumn  migrant  from  Siberia 

The  over-wintering  Stiffkey  Meals  bird  last  reported  March  25th. 

Following  an  early  migrant  Caister  Sept  1 5th  a notable  influx  end  Sept/early  Oct  followed 
by  a major  arrival  mid-Oct;  another  influx  early  Nov.  In  total  about  1 1 5 individuals  involved, 
far  exceeding  the  previous  max  count  of  69  in  1988.  Recorded  at  following  localities; 
Wolferton  Oct  19th;  Hunstanton  Oct  15th;  Holme  14dates  Sept  27th-Oct  26th  at  least  lObirds 
with  max  4-5  Oct  17th;  Thomham  Oct  14th  with  2 16th- 18th;  Titchwell  5 birds,  singles  Sept 
26th,  28th-Oct  1st,  14th- 19th,  26th-28th  with  2 14th;  Scolt  Head  Sept  29th;  Brancaster  Staithe 
Oct  13th  (ringed);  Brancaster  Thompson  Farms  Sept  28th  (ringed);  Burnham  Deepdale  2 Oct 
15th/16th  with  one  until  19th;  Holkham  Meals  virtually  daily  Sept  27th-Nov  9th  with  late 
single  Nov  23rd  and  27th  - max  count  15  (9  east  6 west)  Oct  15th  with  at  least  25  individuals 
involved,  one  in  full  song  Oct  14th;  Warham  Greens  Sept  20th  and  28th,  and  Nov  8th- 1 1th; 
Stiffkey  Meals  Sept  28th,  Oct  14th- 18th  with  2 15th,  and  one  Nov  8th;  Morston  2 Oct  14th; 
Langham  Sept  30th  and  Oct  24th-Nov  17th  (ringed);  Blakeney  Village  Oct  1st;  Wiveton  Oct 
13th/14th,  and  Nov  9th  and  15th;  Cley  Sept  29th,  Oct  14th/ 15th  and  21st,  and  Nov  1st; 
Salthouse  Oct  2nd  and  15th;  Kelling  WM  Oct  13th  with  2 14th;  Muckleburgh  Hill  Oct  25th; 
Weyboume  Sept  30th  and  Oct  21st  (both  ringed);  Upper  Sheringham  Oct  19th;  Sheringham 
Park  Oct  15th;  Sheringham  BO  Sept  28th-Oct  3rd,  13th-22nd,  23rd  (another)  and  Nov  10th; 
Beeston  Common  Sept  27th/28th;  West  Runton  Heath  Oct  4th;  East  Runton  Oct  18th; 
Overstrand  singles  5 dates  Oct  14th-29th  with  3 25th/26th;  Northrepps  Oct  lst-3rd;  Southrepps 
Common  Oct  22nd;  Trimingham  Oct  17th/ 18th  and  21st;  Mundesley  Oct  18th;  Paston  3 Oct 
22nd  with  singles  25th/26th  and  Nov  6th;  Happisburgh  Sept  29th;  Eccles  Sept  29th/30th,  2 Oct 
1st  and  one  Nov  3rd-5th;  Sea  Palling  Oct  14th/ 15th;  Horsey  Oct  19th;  Hickling  Churchyard  2 
Oct  18th  with  one  19th;  Winterton  Sept  27th/28th  with  3 29th,  another  Nov  7th;  Hemsby  Oct 
22nd-24th,  2 new  arrivals  25th  with  one  until  27th,  another  Nov  10th;  Caister  Sept  15th,  Oct 
15th,  21st/22nd  and  25th;  Caister  GC  2 Sept  29th,  3 30th,  2 Oct  1st,  one  2nd  and  13th- 15th; 
Yarmouth  Caister  Road  Cemetery  Oct  19th/20th;  Yarmouth  Cemetery  Oct  14th- 16th  and  Dec 
5th. 

Hume’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  humei 

Vagrant  from  Siberia 

In  common  with  the  above  species  an  abnormally  high  number  of  records,  partly  reflecting  the 
fact  that  the  identification  of  this  species  is  better  understood.  First  arrival  Trimingham  Oct 
17th-22nd  (AJK  BJM  et  al),  followed  by  others  in  month  at  Hickling  churchyard  18th  (JHa), 
Wells  East  Hills  21st/22nd  (JRMc  JO  et  al),  Hembsy  25th  (AGr),  Waxham  26th  with  two  27th 
(RHa  AJK  et  at),  and  Titchwell  27th  (MGo  RGM).  A late  bird  Yarmouth  Cemetery  Nov 
30th-Dec  4th  (PJH  et  at)). 

Radde’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  schwarzi 

Vagrant  from  Siberia 

Just  one  autumn  record  on  a typical  date,  Bacton  Oct  1 5th  (MDF). 

Dusky  Warbler  Phylloscopus  fuscatus 

Vagrant  from  Siberia 

A superb  year  with  no  less  than  7 records.  In  Oct,  a well-watched  but  difficult  to  connect  with 
bird,  Hemsby  2 1 st-27th  (AGr  et  at)  and  Waxham  27th-30th  (PJH  et  at).  In  Nov,  Sidestrand  9th 


230 


(BJM),  Warham  Greens  9th-l  1th  (CAH  SJT  et  al),  Caister  9th-llth  (AGr  et  at),  Holkham 
Meals  1 1th  (AIB  JRMc)  and  Lessingham  1 lth-16th  (AJK  et  al). 

Wood  Warbler  Phylloscopus  sibilatrix 

Passage  migrant  and  rare  breeder 

An  average  year  with  spring  reports  on  typical  April  dates  at  Holme  14th,  Catfield  Fen  15th, 
Holkham  Meals  and  Sheringham  25th,  Gunton  Park  and  Yarmouth  Cemetery  26th,  and  Eccles 
30th,  also  Sea  Palling  May  1 st.  Appears  to  be  lost  as  a breeding  species  after  nine  barren  years. 

Early  returning  juv  trapped  Sheringham  July  27th.  Aug  records  from  Holme  and  Scolt 
Head  9th,  Winterton  1 1th,  Yarmouth  Cemetery  18th  and  Holkham  Meals  25th.  Only  2 reports 
Sept  from  Yarmouth  Cemetery  3rd  and  Holme  9th. 

Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus  collybita 

Common  summer  breeder,  passage  migrant  and  scarce  winter  visitor 
During  first  winter  period  singles  at  13  sites  (same  as  2002)  with  2 Cley  STW,  2 Bradfield  and 
3 Thompson  Water. 

Likely  first  migrants  Hockham  Heath  and  Hockwold  Washes  March  6th  with  3 Sparham 
Pools  by  10th  and  6 Holme  15th.  Subsequent  March  counts  included  12  Cley  25th,  12 
Kettlestone  26th,  15  Holme  28th,  8 Gressenhall  29th,  and  8 Sparham  30th. 

Breeding,  singing  male  counts;  Blickling  Park  12,  Kettlestone  10,  Ormesby  Broad  15, 
Repps-with-Bastwick  13,  Roydon  Common  17,  Sparham  Pools  10,  Strumpshaw  20,  West 
Caister  1 0.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  86%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  7 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Sept  counts  of  50  Holme  6th,  10  Sidestrand  and  10  Overstrand  7th,  20  Sheringham  16th, 
with  12  Holkham  Meals  Oct  1st.  Subsequently  only  single-figure  counts  of  coastal  migrants 
Oct/Nov. 

In  Dec  singles  at  8 sites  with  2 Cley  STW,  2 Whitlingham  CP,  and  3 Strumpshaw  and 
Titchwell. 

Two  accepted  records  of  tristis  Chiffchaff:  Overstrand  Oct  25th/26th  (BJM)  and  Eccles 
Nov  5th/6th,  with  presumed  same  9th/ 10th  (JMBB). 

1996  Amendment:  record  of  tristis  Chiffchaff  Eccles  Oct  15th  withdrawn  by  obser\'er. 

Willow  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochilus 

Common  summer  breeder  and  passage  migrant 

Early  arrivals  March  at  Holme  22nd,  Rockland  Broad  24th,  Roydon  Common  and  Oulton 
26th.  Records  from  7 other  sites  by  month  end  including  3 Hickling  Broad  30th  and  2 
Lenwade  31st.  Widespread  reports  early  April  with  notable  counts  from  mid-month  of  40 
Holme  15th,  18  Snettisham  CP  18th,  22  Roydon  Common  26th,  and  10  Scolt  Head  and  28 
Blakeney  Point  30th.  Spring  records  of  the  northern  race  acredula  included  2 Holme  April 
1 5th  and  2 Sheringham  26th  with  one  at  latter  site  May  1 8th. 

Breeding,  singing  male  counts:  Repps-with-Bastwick  1 1,  Sparham  Pools  10,  Strumpshaw 
32,  Surlingham  Marsh  19,  Welney  12.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  77%  of 
tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  5 pairs  per  occupied 
tetrad. 

Apart  from  20  Holme,  38  Scolt  Head  and  6 Blakeney  Point  Aug  9th  autumn  passage 
almost  non-existent  with  no  other  count  exceeding  4.  In  Oct  singles  Caister  1st,  Holme  2nd, 
Weyboume  3rd,  Holkham  Meals  5th  and  1 8th,  and  Eccles  24th.  Possibly  same  bird  Holkham 
Meals  Nov  5th- 1 1th. 
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Goldcrest  Regulus  regulus 

Resident  breeder  and  passage  migrant 

Coastal  spring  passage  March  7th-April  22nd;  mainly  in  very  small  numbers  apart  from  at 
Holme  where  peaks  of  35  17th,  40  18th,  and  100  23rd  and  27th. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  61%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  4 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

In  Sept  first  presumed  migrant  Winterton  6th  with  20  Overstrand  1 2th  and  1 2 Holme  2 1 st. 
In  Oct,  widespread  from  mid-month  at  many  coastal  localities  with  max  100  Holme  13th,  100 
Winterton  15th,  150  Holme  18th  and  80  Paston  22nd.  Numbers  declined  towards  month  end 
into  early  Nov  when  peak  counts  25  Holkham  Meals  and  20  Brancaster  1st,  and  30  Holkham 
Meals  1 1th. 

Firecrest  Regulus  ignicapilla 

Spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant;  scarce  in  winter;  occasional  breeder 
In  Jan  up  to  6 birds  present  with  singles  Bamham  Broom,  Holkham  Meals,  Holkham  Park, 
Holme  (first  winter  record  for  site),  Weyboume  and  Yarmouth  Cemetery.  Numbers  increased 
in  Feb  with  12  birds  at  8 sites  including  2 Hickling  Stubb  Mill  9th  and  4 Holkham  Meals  16th. 
In  March  up  to  25  present  at  1 2 sites  including  singing  males  Thetford  Nunnery  Lakes  24th  and 
Grimston  Warren  27th. 

Few  coastal  migrants  April  and  May  but  compensated  by  singing  males  at  13  localities. 
Breeding  confirmed  at  just  2 sites  (both  along  the  Cromer-Holt  ridge)  with  2 pairs 
successful  in  one  area  (with  up  to  a further  5 singing  males  mostly  on  private  land)  and  in 
Sheringham  Park  where  a juv  seen  with  an  adult  in  Aug.  Further  midsummer  birds  Hunworth 
Common  where  2 males  throughout  July,  female  Felbrigg  Park  Aug  24th  and  2 (including  a 
singing  male)  Holt  28th. 

Another  excellent  autumn  with  first  migrants  during  last  week  of  Sept  when  singles 
Sheringham  25th,  Holkham  Meals  27th  and  Yarmouth  Caister  Road  Cemetery  29th.  Recorded 
most  dates  in  Oct  from  at  least  30  mainly  coastal  sites  but  inland  singles  Hickling,  Northrepps 
and  Thompson  Common.  In  first  half  of  month  mainly  1-2  birds  but  4 Eccles  and  3 Yarmouth 
Cemetery  13th  (with  4 at  latter  site  15th),  3 Waxham  14th,  and  3 Bacton  and  Winterton  15th. 
Noticeable  increase  from  mid-month,  peak  counts  being  6 Waxham  and  4 Winterton  (ringed) 
18th,  10  Yarmouth  Caister  Road  Cemetery,  6 California,  5 Waxham  and  4 Yarmouth 
Cemetery  19th,  and  5 Holkham  Meals  25th.  Fewer  in  Nov  but  still  present  at  17  sites  with  4 
Yarmouth  Caister  Road  Cemetery  8th- 10th  and  3 Wiveton  20th.  Still  1 9 birds  present  in  Dec  at 
1 0 sites  including  4 Yarmouth  Cemetery  4th/5th  and  singles  well  inland  Norwich,  Pentney  GP 
and  Welney. 

Spotted  Flycatcher  Muscicapa  striata 

Declining  migratory  breeder  and  passage  migrant 

First  of  spring  Holme  April  22nd  was  the  third  earliest  county  record  (being  beaten  only  by 
singles  Dereham  April  16th  1983  and  Holme  April  21st  1984)  with  2 further  April  singles 
Sheringham  and  Diss  30th. 

During  May  coastal  passage  almost  non-existent  with  mainly  singles  at  just  10  sites. 
However,  inland  sites  fared  better  with  records  from  25  localities.  This  was  reflected  in  an 
increase  in  breeding  records  during  June  with  a very  encouraging  66  pairs  (41  in  2002)  at  51 
sites.  Mainly  1-2  pairs  but  4 Stanford  TA  and  3 Bayfield  Hall,  Homing  Upper  Street, 
Repps-with-Bastwick  and  Weeting  Heath.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in 
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35%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  one  pair  per 
occupied  tetrad. 

First  autumn  migrants  early  Aug  with  singles  Weyboume  8th  and  Titchwell  9th. 
Remainder  of  autumn  a repeat  of  spring  with  little  evidence  of  coastal  movement.  During 
Sept,  apart  from  5 Holme  on  6th,  just  singles  at  7 coastal  sites,  while  4 Holkham  Park  1st  and  3 
Hickling  Broad  7th  were  probably  local  birds  rather  than  migrants.  Final  birds  of  year  in  Oct 
when  singles  Fustyweed  6th  and  Holme  15th. 


Spotted  Flycatcher  (Gary  Wright) 


Red-breasted  Flycatcher  Ficedula  parva 

Scarce  autumn  migrant;  rare  in  spring 

A female  Blakeney  Point  June  7th  was  first  spring  record  since  one  at  same  site  in  May  1994. 

First  of  autumn  Wells  East  Hills  Sept  6th  but  main  movement  at  month  end  when  singles 
Waxham  27th,  Holkham  Meals  and  Kelling  WM  28th,  Titchwell  29th  and  Yarmouth 
Cemetery  30th.  Single  Oct  record,  Titchwell  15th.  An  average  year  for  this  species. 

Collared  Flycatcher  Ficedula  albicollis 

Vagrant  from  central  and  south-east  Europe 

1985  Addition:  A Ist-summer  male  Holkham  Meals  May  12th/13th  (MCo  ROM  et  al). 
Having  been  previously  rejected  as  a likely  hybrid  now  accepted,  after  detailed  consideration, 
by  BBRC.  The  third  county  record. 

Pied  Flycatcher  Ficedula  hypoleuca 

Passage  migrant,  scarce  in  spring,  abundant  at  times  in  autumn;  has  bred 
First  of  spring  Holkham  Meals  April  14th  then  singles  at  a further  9 sites  15th-22nd.  No 
further  records  until  May  5th  when  further  singles  Langham  and  Yarmouth  Cemetery  with  a 
late  migrant  Holme  June  1st. 

Autumn  movement  from  Aug  3rd  when  singles  Blakeney  Point  and  Caister.  Noted  at  a 
further  13  mainly  coastal  sites  during  month  with  max  counts  of  6 at  Blakeney  Point  9th, 
Weyboume  17th  and  Yarmouth  Cemetery  25th.  In  Sept  no  repeat  of  last  year’s  exceptional 
numbers,  highest  counts  being  6 Holme  6th  and  5 Blakeney  Point  8th,  with  1-3  at  a further  17 
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coastal  sites;  only  inland  record  Aylmerton  23rd.  In  Oct  1-2  at  4 north  coast  sites  on  8 dates, 
with  last  Holme  21st. 

Bearded  Tit  Panurus  biarmicus 

Declining  resident  and  partial  migrant;  periodic  influxes  from  Low  Countries 
Numbers  low  in  first  winter  period  when  1 0 Hickling  Broad  and  Holme,  6 Cley,  Blakeney  GM, 
Cantley  BF  and  Runham,  4 Buckenham,  3 Holkham  and  1-2  Ken  Hill  GM,  Lopham  Fen, 
Strumpshaw  and  Titchwell. 

Breeding  pairs:  Titchwell  21,  Strumpshaw  7-11,  Holkham  NNR  7,  How  Hill  Reedham 
MarshesS,  Cantley  3-5,  Catfield  Fen  2,  Buckenham  Marshes  l,Wheatfen  1.  Young  also  noted 
being  fed  Martham  Broad  early  May,  but  no  breeding  data  received  from  Cley  or  Hickling 
Broad.  Single  birds  during  breeding  season  Weyboume  April  15th/16th,  Lopham  Fen  April 
25th  and  June  8th,  and  Colney  GP  April  30th. 

Largest  post  breeding  flocks  July  and  Aug  when  25  Cley  and  Haddiscoe,  15  Hickling 
Broad  and  5 Barton  Turf  Autumn  flocks  and  dispersal  not  on  scale  of  recent  years  and  little  to 
suggest  influx  of  birds  from  outside  county;  best  counts  40  Cley  Sept  28th/29th,  20  Titchwell 
Sept  18th  and  24th,  11  Holme  Oct  15th,  10  Bemey  Sept  27th  and  Snettisham  Oct  21st,  8 
Breydon  Oct  1 1 th,  6 Burnham  Overy  GM  Sept  2 1 st  and  Eccles  Oct  27th,  4 Thomham  Oct  2 1 st, 
up  to  3 Welney  Sept  30th-Oct  2nd  and  2 high  west  Morston  Oct  15th.  Good  numbers  during 
final  two  months  of  year,  highest  counts  35  Hickling  Broad,  26  Cantley  BF,  20  Cley,  Heigham 
Holmes  and  Martham  Broad,  13  Titchwell,  10  Buckenham  and  Burgh  Castle,  and  8 Horsey; 
also  1-5  Breydon,  Hockwold  Washes,  Lopham  Fen,  Strumpshaw,  Surlingham  Church  Marsh, 
Thetford  Nunnery  Lakes  and  Whitlingham  CP. 


Bearded  Tits  (Andy  Benson) 


Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus 

Common  resident  breeder;  Scandinavian  white-headed  race  very  rare  in  autumn 
Largest  flocks  during  year:  Jan  44  Beeston  Regis,  30  Brancaster,  30  Stiffkey  Meals,  20  Holme; 
Feb  20  Rockland  Broad;  April  24  Ormesby  Broad;  May  2 1 Hickling  Broad;  June  28  Holme,  27 
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Bunwell;  July  20  Weeting  Heath;  Sept;  74  Overstrand,  45  North  Creake,  40  Stiffkey  Meals  and 
Winterton,  28  Repps-with-Bastwick,  23  Cromer;  Oct  48  Hickling  Broad,  30  Holme,  30 
Overstrand;  Nov  30  Yarmouth,  20  Paston;  Dec  11  Ormesby  St  Margaret,  46  Beeston  Regis,  33 
Hemsby,  30  East  Tuddenham,  26  Clippesby  Hill,  20  Oulton. 

Little  evidence  of  migration  apart  from  one  high  east  Paston  March  23rd  and  8 south 
Hunstanton  Oct  30th. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  79%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  3 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

One  showing  characteristics  of  caudatus  race  Trimingham  Sept  7th  (AE  BJM).  A 
caudatus  bird  was  ringed  along  with  18  other  Long-tailed  Tits  at  Brancaster  Thompson  Farms 
Nov  19th  (KH).  Winter  2003/04  saw  a small  national  influx  of  white-headed  birds. 

Marsh  Tit  Parus  palustris 

Breeding  resident 

Reported  from  an  impressive  62  sites  (42  in  2002  and  2001),  again  no  records  from  Fens,  most 
if  not  all  referred  to  breeding  sites;  sites  holding  more  than  two  pairs:  Strumpshaw  9,  Inmere  8, 
Oulton  3,  Roydon  Common  3.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  28%  of  tetrads 
covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  2 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Largest  groups  1 8 Swanton  Novers  Dec  26th,  6 Lynford  Arboretum  Feb  8th,  6 Roydon 
Common  Nov  28th,  4 Hempton  Marsh  Feb  1st  and  4 Wayland  Wood  March  6th. 

Interesting  observation  Castle  Acre  where  Chiffchaff  noted  trying  to  feed  young  Marsh 
Tits  during  April. 

Willow  Tit  Parus  montanus 

Breeding  resident  in  decline 

As  in  2002,  recorded  at  45  localities,  (counts  of  more  than  one  pair  in  brackets):  Bamhamcross 
Common,  Bittering,  Boughton  Fen  (2),  Bradfield,  Bridgham  Heath,  Brundall,  Cockley  Cley 
Wood,  Coxford  (2),  Cranwich,  East  Winch  Common,  East  Wretham,  Fakenham,  Felbrigg 
Park,  Foulden  Common,  Heigham  Holmes,  Heigham  Sound,  Hempton  (2),  Hoveton, 
Kettlestone  Common,  Lenwade,  Litcham  Common,  Lynford  Arboretum,  Oulton  (2), 
Pensthorpe,  Repps-with-Bastwick,  Rockland  Broad,  Rocklands,  Roydon  Common,  Santon 
Downham,  Sculthorpe  Fen,  Sheringham  Pretty  Comer,  Snetterton,  Snettisham  CP, 
Strumpshaw,  Swaffham,  Swanton  Novers,  Syderstone  Common  (2-3),  Thetford.  Thetford 
Nunnery  Lakes,  Thompson  Common,  Titchwell,  Tottenhill  GP,  Wayland  Wood.  Welney  and 
West  Rudham. 

Breeding  proven  only  at  Hoveton,  Thompson  and  Welney,  but  no  doubt  occurred  at  many 
other  listed  sites. 

Coal  Tit  Parus  ater 

Breeding  resident  and  passage  migrant 

Highest  counts  25  Lynford  Arboretum  Jan  1st,  16  Ormesby  Broad  June  13th  and  26  ringed  at 
Brancaster  Thompson  Farms  during  year  (down  from  34  ringed  there  in  2002).  NBA  results 
showed  the  species  was  present  in  57%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons 
2000-03,  with  an  average  of  4 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Limited  evidence  of  movement  in  spring  with  singles  along  dunes  Winterton  March  3 1st 
and  Horsey  April  12th.  Small  influx  of  migrants  to  coastal  sites  from  mid-Oct,  including 
continental  birds  identified  Sheringham  Oct  18th,  Overstrand  22nd  and  Burnham  Overy 
Staithe  Nov  1 1th. 
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Pams  caemleus 


Blue  Tit 

Common  breeding  resident  and  passage  migrant 
Largest  flocks;  Sept  50  Brancaster  Thompson  Farms,  50  Winterton:  Oct  30  Paston.  An 
increase  in  numbers  ringed  during  year  at  Brancaster  Thompson  Farms  from  186  in  2002  to 
288  in  2003. 

Breeding  data  included  25  pairs  Strumpshaw  and  10  Welney.  NBA  results  showed  the 
species  was  present  in  96%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an 
average  of  1 3 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Singles  in  off  sea  Cromer  GC  Oct  3rd  and  south  Hunstanton  Oct  27th  were  only  records 
possibly  relating  to  migrants. 

Great  Tit  Pams  major 

Common  breeding  resident  and  passage  migrant 

Peak  count  during  year  20  Brancaster  Thompson  Farms  Oct.  An  increase  in  numbers  ringed 
Brancaster  Staithe  with  52  in  2003,  only  30  in  2002  and  37  2001. 

Breeding  data  included  25  pairs  Strumpshaw  and  9 Welney.  NBA  results  showed  the 
species  was  present  in  94%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an 
average  of  10  pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Light  passage  noted  in  spring  during  March  when  8 west  Sheringham  and  4 east  Paston 
March  1st,  6 Wells  East  Hills  17th,  7 east  Paston  22nd  with  4 east  there  23rd,  and  1 1 south 
Hunstanton  24th.  Only  autumn  migrants  in  Oct  when  one  west  Beeston  Bump  1 1th  and  2 high 
east  12th,  2 Scolt  Head  18th  and  one  south  Hunstanton  Cliffs  27th. 

Nuthatch  Sitta  europaea 

Breeding  resident,  possibly  in  decline 

Under-recorded,  with  records  from  just  23  sites  but  no  doubt  present  at  many  more.  Breeding 
records  included  6 pairs  Ringstead.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  23%  of 
tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  2 pairs  per  occupied 
tetrad. 

Wandering  birds  away  from  breeding  sites  Titchwell  May  3 1 st,  Beeston  Bump  June  12th, 
Cley  June  20th  and  Holme  Aug  24th. 

Treecreeper  Certhia  familiaris 

Widespread  woodland  resident 

Reported  from  just  a handful  of  sites,  including  7 pairs  Strumpshaw,  many  more  obviously 
went  unrecorded.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  34%  of  tetrads  covered  in 
one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  2 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Golden  Oriole  Oriolus  oriolus 

Scarce  migratory  breeder  and  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers 

An  average  number  of  spring  migrants:  Muckleburgh  Hill  May  5th,  Northrepps  1 2th,  Holkham 
Meals  16th,  Holme  27th,  2 Titchwell  29th,  pair  Upper  Sheringham  June  1st  and  one 
Sheringham  Park  4th. 

Breeding  data  for  the  county  from  the  Golden  Oriole  Group:  2 confirmed  pairs  bred,  each 
producing  young  although  numbers  uncertain;  birds  present  at  3 other  sites  but  no  evidence  of 
breeding.  Numbers  of  breeding  pairs  show  little  improvement;  in  1 997  as  many  as  6 pairs  bred 
with  birds  present  at  8 other  sites.  With  the  onset  of  global  wanning  this  is  a species  which 
should,  in  theory,  increase  in  the  future. 
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Isabelline  Shrike  Lanins  isabellinus 

Vagrant  from  Central  Asia 

A Ist-winter  Scolt  Head  Oct  18th  (NML  MESR  NW)  with  presumed  same  Burnham  Norton 
26th/27th  (D&JB  et  al).  Following  the  recent  rejection  by  BBRC  of  a previously  published 
record  of  one  at  Walcott  Sept  10th- 14th  1961  this  becomes  the  seventh  county  record  but  the 
first  since  two  in  Oct  1996. 


Red-backed  Shrike  Lanins  collnrio 

Passage  migrant  in  small  numbers;  last  bred  1989 

After  last  year’s  spring  single  a welcome  increase  with  at  least  6 noted:  in  May  male  Holme 
17th,  male  Winterton  27th  and  female  Brancaster  Staithe  28th.  Subsequently  males  Thomham 
June  4th  and  Marham  Fen  July  6th,  with  probably  same  Narborough  July  15th. 

Autumn  passage  unexceptional  with  small  arrival  in  first  half  of  Sept  when  singles 
Waxham  2nd,  Burnham  Overy  Dunes  3rd,  Horsey  4th,  Winterton  11th  and  Beeston  Bump 
16th.  In  Oct  Walsey  Hills  3rd-10th,  with  a late  Ist-winter  Eccles  Nov  2nd-5th. 

Lesser  Grey  Shrike  Lanins  minor 

Vagrant  from  south-east  Europe 

An  often-distant  individual  frequented  marshes  along  the  Acle  straight  June  26th-July  1st  (IE 
TL  et  al).  The  last  record  was  the  well-watched  bird  at  Burnham  Overy  in  Sept  1996. 

Great  Grey  Shrike  Lanins  excnbitor 

Scarce  passage  migrant  and  declining  winter  visitor 

Another  poor  spring  with  single  Roydon  Common  March  2nd-31st,  the  sole  record. 

In  autumn,  small  influx  second  half  of  Oct  with  singles  Stiffkey  SM  13th  and  probably 
same  Warham  Greens  14th,  Ist-winter  Eccles  15th/ 16th,  Waxham  16th,  Brancaster  Thompson 
Farms  1 9th,  Horsey  20th,  and  Snettisham  26th  and  29th.  Four  further  reports  probably  related 
to  Just  2 birds:  Roydon  Common  Nov  5th,  Sutton  Nov  17th  (and  again  Dec  20th)  and  Horsey 
Dec  12th. 
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Jay  Garmlus  glandarius 

Common  resident;  periodic  influxes  from  the  Continent  following  failure  of  acorn  crop 
Very  little  data  received.  In  spring  4 Yarmouth  Cemetery  March  31st  and  single  high  west 
Sheringham  April  29th  presumed  migrants. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  67%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  2 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Small  autumn  arrival  commenced  with  5 west  Holme  Sept  4th,  then  5 west  there  19th  and 
further  5 20th,  7 south-west  Scolt  Head  29th,  4 west  Holme  Oct  1st,  10  Overstrand  14th  and  30 
Holkham  Meals  16th. 

Magpie  Pica  pica 

Common  resident  forming  winter  roosts 

Roost  counts  in  first  quarter:  Jan  26  Holme,  128  Roydon  Common,  65  Whitlingham  CP;  Feb 
25  Holme;  March  50  Whitlingham  CP. 

Spring  movements  noted  around  coast  from  early  March  with  5 east  Paston  7th  and  3 east 
15th,  2 west  Holme  17th,  2 east  Beeston  Bump  and  8 east  Paston  23rd,  13  south  Hunstanton 
Cliffs  (2  hrs)  24th,  6 west  Holme  26th  and  6 west  30th,  3 west  Beeston  Bump  April  4th  and 
finally  2 west  Scolt  Head  May  1 1th. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  81%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  4 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Tiny  autumn  passage  noted  with  5 west  Holme  Oct  1 1th  and  single  west  Beeston  Bump 
1 2th.  Second  winter  period  roost  counts:  Oct  25  Holme;  Nov  42  Sheringham;  Dec  1 4 Hickling 
Stubb  Mill,  65  Norwich  Sweetbriar  Marshes,  120  Roydon  Common. 

Jackdaw  Corvus  monedula 

Common  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

At  start  of  year  only  large  gatherings/roosts  noted:  200  Brancaster  Thompson  Farms  (Jan) 
where  100  (April),  2000  Grimston  Warren  (Jan-March)  and  200  Hanworth  (March). 

Spring  movements  noted  around  coast  March  2nd  (Holme)  to  May  4th  (Hunstanton  Cliffs 
and  Scolt  Head),  with  peak  counts  49  east  Holme  March  15th,  1 1 east  Paston  16th,  13  west 
Holme  17th,  12  east  Paston  23rd,  23  south  Hunstanton  Cliffs  (2  hrs)  25th,  1 1 west  Holme  30th, 
12  west  Scolt  Head  April  12th  with  12  east  there  14th  and  14  west  May  4th. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  86%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  12  pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Some  spectacular  autumn  movements  commencing  with  10  south  Hunstanton  Cliffs  Oct 
21st;  there  (all  south)  255  (6  hrs  30  mins)  27th,  146  (6  hrs)  28th,  97  (5  hrs)  Nov  4th  and  42  (2 
hrs  30  mins)  6th.  At  Holme  8 west  Oct  25th  and  14  in  off  sea  Nov  1st. 

Only  concentration  reported  in  second  winter  period  100  Sparham  Pools  (Dec). 
Individuals  showing  characteristics  of  continental/eastem  forms  Holkham  GM  Jan  2nd, 
Thurgarton  (Aldborough)  April  2nd  and  Holt  Nov/Dec.  Partially  leucistic  bird  Breydon  Oct 
10th. 

Rook  Corvus  frugilegus 

Common  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

No  gatherings  reported  during  first  winter  period.  Protracted  spring  passage  Feb  23rd-May 
4th,  chiefly  of  single-figure  counts,  with  best  movements:  15  south  Hunstanton  Cliffs  March 
7th,  15  east  Overstrand  April  14th,  16  south  Waxham  (0630-0730)  15th,  24  south  Eccles 
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(0630-0730)  1 6th,  1 3 west  Scolt  Head  24th,  20  ( 1 0 east  1 0 west)  Sheringham  26th  and  1 3 west 
Scolt  Head  May  4th. 

Rookery  counts  received  from  Burgh  Castle  churchyard  (23),  Caister  (14),  Great 
Witchingham  Wildlife  Park  (270),  Mautby  ( 1 72),  Old  Catton  (7),  Scratby  (78),  Somerton  (62), 
W eyboume  Rookery  Wood  ( 1 30),  Woodton  (4 1 ) and  Yarmouth  (29  at  5 sites).  Also  see  article 
on  page  274. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  65%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  39  pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Impressive  autumn  passage  with  best  counts  10  west  Scolt  Head  Sept  2nd  and  17  west 
there  3rd,  1 13  south  Hunstanton  Cliffs  (6  hrs  30  mins)  Oct  27th  with  further  southerly  counts 
there  of  63  (6  hrs)  28th,  19  (5  hrs)  Nov  4th  and  23  (2  hrs  30  mins)  6th. 

Highest  late  summer/second  winter  period  counts:  460  Swaffham  (July),  350  Martham 
(Sept),  300  Taverham  (Dec). 

Carrion  Crow  Conms  corone 

Increasing  resident  forming  winter  roosts;  also  a passage  migrant 

Only  gatherings  reported  in  first  winter  period  several  hundred  Roydon  Common  roost 
(Jan-March)  and  max  160  East  Harling  Heath  (April). 

Spring  migration  March  1 6th-May  24th  with  peak  counts:  25  west  Scolt  Head  and  27  west 
Beeston  Bump  April  4th;  29  west  Scolt  Head,  50  (26  east  18  west  6 in  off  sea)  Sheringham,  34 
north  and  20  south  Horsey  (0800-1 130)  all  12th;  18  west  Weyboume  13th;  1 1 east  Overstrand 
1 4th;  62  south  Eccles  (0630-0730)  1 6th;  30(15  east  1 5 west)  Sheringham  and  1 1 south  Horsey 
26th;  36  west  Scolt  Head  and  23  (6  east  17  in  off  sea/west)  Sheringham  27th;  52  south 
Hunstanton  Cliffs  (10  hrs),  69  west  Scolt  Head,  122  (1 12  west  10  in  off  sea/east)  Sheringham 
and  28  (22  west  6 east)  Beeston  Bump  all  29th;  30  west  Beeston  Bump  May  1st;  27  south 
Horsey  3rd;  161  west  Scolt  Head,  25  Cley  and  35  west  Beeston  Bump  4th;  15  west  Scolt  Head 
6th,  1 1 west  Beeston  Bump  7th;  19(11  west  8 east)  Beeston  Bump  24th. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  89%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  5 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

As  usual  smaller  scale  autumn  movement  with  8 west  Holme,  1 1 west  Scolt  Head  and  6 
south  Horsey  all  Oct  11th,  14  west  Scolt  Head  16th,  and  4 south  Hunstanton  Cliffs  27th. 
Counts  of  3 1 Mundesley  Nov  3rd  and  20  Trimingham  could  also  relate  to  migrants,  otherwise 
no  gatherings  reported  in  second  winter  period. 

Hooded  Crow  Corvus  cornix 

A declining  wintering  and  passage  migrant 

Only  record  in  first  winter  period  Roydon  Common  Feb  19th  and  21st.  Spring  passage  birds 
reported  Horsey  March  12th  and  30th.  2 Gorleston  17th,  Somerton  Holmes  April  4th.  west 
Sheringham  and  Sea  Palling  12th,  and  West  Somerton  13th.  At  end  of  year  sole  record 
Waxham  Nov  19th. 

Some  of  the  above  records  may  refer  to  hybrids,  several  of  which  remain  present  at  Burgh 
Castle  including  one  almost  pure-looking  bird,  with  at  least  one  hybrid  still  resident 
Winterton/Somerton  Holmes  until  at  least  April. 

Starling  Stnrnus  vulgaris 

Common  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

Only  notable  counts  in  first  winter  period  7000  roost  Banham  Zoo  (March),  5000  East  Harling 
(Feb),  500  Holme  (Feb/March),  12,000  roost  Martham  (Feb). 
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Easterly  return  passage  from  mid-March  with  peak  counts:  3000  (2  hrs)  March  14th, 
3400/hr  Paston  15th,  650  Sheringham,  2600/hr  Paston  and  530  south  Winterton  16th,  1200 
south  Winterton  18th,  800  Weyboume  19th,  697  Sheringham,  4650/hr  Paston,  7800  south 
Winterton  (1000-1430)  and  5000  present  Breydon  all  22nd,  500  present  Holme,  680  present 
Blakeney  GM,  600  Sheringham,  3800/hr  Paston  and  1400  south  Winterton  (1  hr)  23rd,  and 
1400  south  Winterton  24th.  Thereafter  smaller  numbers  until  mid-May. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  91%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  17  pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Poor  midsummer  westerly  movement  with  only  observations  170  Beeston  Bump  June 
12th,  110  Scolt  Head  25th  and  325  Holme  28th.  Daytime  feeding  flocks  at  this  time 
correspondingly  low  with  highest  counts  1500  Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr  June  24th,  800 
Morston  25th,  1200  roost  Holme  26th,  1000  Titchwell  28th,  2000  Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr 
July  4th,  2500  Scolt  Head  26th,  800  roost  Holme  Aug  3 1st  and  2500  roost  there  Sept  5th-8th. 

Westerly  autumn  migration  mid-Sept  to  mid-Nov  with  peak  mid/late  Oct.  Highest  counts 
as  usual  from  Hunstanton  Cliffs  where  (all  south):  2513  (3  hrs  30  mins)  Oct  1 1th,  35,160  (2 
hrs)  14th,  19,551  (2  hrs)  17th,  8298(3  hrs)  21st,  4884  (2  hrs)  24th,  23,996  (6  hrs  30  mins)  27th, 
28,340  (6  hrs)  28th,  7134  (5  hrs)  Nov  4th,  7281  (2  hrs  30  mins)  5th,  8127  (2  hrs  30  mins)  Nov 
6th,  2387  (3  hrs)  13th.  Elsewhere  (west  along  north  coast  unless  otherwise  stated):  10,000 
roost  Holme  Oct  13th,  12,000  Holme  15th,  3350  Scolt  Head  21st,  6300  Sheringham  27th,  and 
1 800  present  Titchwell  and  1510  Blakeney  Point  Nov  6th.  Inland  roost  counts  included  45,000 
How  Hill  Turf  Fen  Oct/early  Nov  and  8000  Lopham  Fen  Oct  26th. 

No  details  received  of  any  major  concentrations  in  second  winter  period. 

Rose-coloured  Starling  Sturnus  roseus 

Irruptive  vagrant  from  south-east  Europe  and  central  Asia 

Five  records  during  year:  adult  Weyboume  Aug  8th- 13th  (GD  et  at))  also  seen  Salthouse  and 
roosting  with  Starlings  Cley  on  9th;  adult  Fakenham  Aug  23rd  (MBa);  juv  roaming  with  local 
Starling  flocks  Kelling  WM/Weyboume  Sept  24th-Oct  8th  (MO)  also  visiting  Salthouse  Sept 
27th  and  Oct  2ndy3rd;  juv  Mundesley  Sept  29th  (MDF  et  al);  Marham  Airfield  Dec  16th 
(MCow). 

House  Sparrow  Passer  domesticus 

Common  but  declining  resident 

How  small  local  changes  can  dramatically  influence  this  species’  fortunes  amply  illustrated  at 
Dale  End,  Brancaster  Staithe.  Here  only  23  ringed  compared  to  185  in  2002  and  223  in  2001. 
Upgrading  of  property  and  bam  conversions  have  removed  some  nest  sites  and  closure  of  a 
smallholding  has  led  to  the  loss  of  a regular  food  supply  in  the  food  formerly  given  to  the 
livestock  and  poultry. 

Largest  flocks:  Jan  30  Langham;  May  30  Little  London,  185  North  Pickenham;  Aug  69 
Corpusty;  Sept  110  Sea  Palling,  40  Trimingham;  Oct  63  Bodham;  Nov  40  Overstrand,  53 
Welney,  50  West  Walton;  Dec  48  Fomcett  St  Mary,  54  Tacolneston,  30  Walpole  Highway.  In 
Yarmouth  flock  of  40  all  year  with  72  ringed. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  88%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  21  pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Two  spring  movements  detected  with  6 south  Hunstanton  (2  hrs)  March  7th  and  male  high 
west  Blakeney  Point  April  22nd.  Autumn  passage  counts  of  single  Scolt  Head  Sept  27th,  14 
west  Holme  30th,  4 south  Hunstanton  Cliffs  Oct  1 1 th,  with  further  southerly  counts  from  there 
of  3 1 7th,  1 8 (6  hrs  30  mins)  27th  and  6 (5  hrs)  Nov  4th. 
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Tree  Sparrow  Passer  montanns 

Scarce  resident;  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 

Recorded  at  a scattering  of  chiefly  West  Norfolk  localities  at  start  of  year  with  principal 
records.  Choseley  (20  Jan,  10  Feb,  20  March),  East  Harling  (10  Jan-March),  Flitcham  (60 
Jan/Feb,  30  March),  Illington  (50  Jan,  30  Feb),  Ingham  (8  Feb  21st),  Rockland  St  Peter  (12 
Feb). 

Light  but  protracted  spring  passage  with  2 Snettisham  March  16th,  2 west  Holme  20th, 
Admiralty  Point  and  Holme  23rd,  4 south  Hunstanton  Cliffs  24th  and  2 south  25th,  Holme  26th 
and  3 1 st,  south  Hunstanton  Cliffs  April  1 1 th  and  6 south  1 5th,  2 east  Holme  1 6th,  Holme  26th 
with  2 there  27th,  Sheringham  May  1 1th  (until  26th),  2 south  Hunstanton  Cliffs  12th,  3 west 
Holme  17th  with  last  4 south  Hunstanton  Cliffs  18th. 

All  breeding  season  records  listed  (with  max  counts/pairs  in  brackets):  Castle  Acre  (2), 
Bodham,  Choseley,  Coxford  (pr).  East  Harling  (5  prs),  Fulmodeston  (28  prs),  Gateley, 
Glandford  (pr),  Gooderstone  (4  prs).  Great  Cressingham  (12),  Great  Dunham  (6),  Great 
Hockham  (3),  Lyng  (2),  North  Creake  (pr),  North  Pickenham  (4),  Oulton  (2  prs  - one  brood), 
Rockland  St  Peter/Scoulton  (12  prs),  Saxthorpe,  Sculthorpe  (pr  fledged  2 young),  Sennowe 
Park  (2),  Shereford  (10),  Shembome  (pr),  Stanford  TA  (pr  used  box),  Watton  (10),  Welney  (pr 
-2  broods).  West  Barsham,  West  Beckham  (pr  feeding  young).  Post  breeding  records  from 
Beechamwell,  Choseley,  Holt,  Langham  and  Shipdham  (10). 

Small  autumn  passage  with  single  Holme  Sept  3rd,  3 6th,  6 east  there  8th  and  2 9th  with  2 
west  16th,  and  west  Holme  plus  single  Sidestrand  and  3 Caister  Oct  1 1th,  7 Holme  12th  and  4 
Somerton  Holmes  15th.  Only  significant  flocks  in  autumn/second  winter  period  at  East 
Rudham  (roost  20-30  Nov/Dec),  Illington  (25  Nov),  Lower  Stow  Bedon  (67  Dec),  Narborough 
(40  Dec),  Shereford  (12  Oct),  South  Creake  (7  Nov),  and  Ten  Mile  Bank  (23  Nov). 


Chaffinch  Fringilla  coelehs 

Common  resident;  also  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  varying  numbers 
Numbers  generally  fairly  low  during  first  winter  period  with  only  counts  over  100:  Jan  450  St 
Benef  s Level,  360  Buckenham  Tofts,  200  Heacham,  150  Stanford  TA;  Feb  250  Stanford  TA, 
100  Fring;  March  100  West  Beckham. 

Spring  Coastal  movement  commenced  March  7th  when  32  south  Hunstanton  Cliffs,  7 east 
Beeston  Bump  and  71  east/hr  Paston.  Passage  generally  very  slight  with  only  other 
double-figure  counts  in  March:  Hunstanton  Cliffs  (south)  21  24th  and  16  25th,  Beeston  Bump 
10  west  10th  and  10  east  23rd,  and  Paston  14  east/hr  15th  and  16  east/hr  16th. 

Breeding  data  included  55  singing  males  Welney  and  32  territories  Strumpshaw.  NBA 
results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  97%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons 
2000-03,  with  an  average  of  26  pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Main  autumn  movements  began  mid-Oct,  dominated  by  Hunstanton  Cliffs  where  peak 
counts  to  south:  342  (3  hrs  30  mins)  Oct  1 1th,  1143  27th,  1441  28th,  71 1 Nov  4th.  201  5th  and 
635  6th.  Only  noticeable  movements  elsewhere  215  west  Sheringham  Oct  1 1th  and  200  also 
west  Beeston  Bump  same  date,  where  also  188  west  30  east  and  60  present  27th. 

As  in  2002  counts  during  second  winter  period  again  rather  low  with  max:  Oct  100 
Brancaster  Thompson  Farms,  70  Bodham;  Nov  400  Nar  Valley  Fisheries,  120  Hoveton,  100 
Walsey  Hills;  Dec  120  Walsey  Hills,  100  Beechamwell. 
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Brambling  Fringilla  montifringiUa 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  variable  numbers 

During  first  winter  period  some  impressive  concentrations  centred  around  Brecks  with  Santon 
Downham  being  favoured  locality.  Highest  counts:  Jan  1800  Santon  Downham  (St  Helen’s 
Picnic  Site),  250  Mundford,  100  Fakenham,  100  Thetford;  Feb  350  Thetford,  300  Santon 
Downham  (St  Helen’s  Well,)  200  St  Helen’s  Picnic  Site;  March  250  Stanton  Downham,  200 
Thetford  (Two  Mile  Bottom),  100  Thetford. 

Numbers  dropped  rapidly  during  April  with  only  double-figure  counts  1 1 Easton  Park 
3rd,  10  Santon  Downham  1 9th  and  40  Cromer  26th.  Last  in  spring  a singing  male  Sheringham 
May  6th. 

Autumn  immigration  began  Sept  25th  Holme  with  further  singles  Holkham  Meals  and 
Cantley  BF  on  27th.  Numbers  then  rose  rapidly  with  records  from  7 sites  on  28th,  including  25 
Holme  with  66  Titchwell  29th. 

Passage  rather  pronounced  during  Oct/Nov  with  numerous  records  from  widely  scattered 
localities.  As  usual  highest  counts  from  Hunstanton  Cliffs  where  (all  south  unless  stated):  286 
(3  hrs  30  mins)  Oct  1 1th,  353  south  100  north  (3  hrs)  21st,  238  south  88  north  (1  hr  30  mins) 
22nd,  1 868  (6  hrs  30  mins)  27th,  1 283  (6  hrs)  28th,  151(5  hrs)  Nov  4th,  and  208  (2  hrs  30  mins) 
6th. 


Brambling  (John  Geeson) 

Highest  counts  elsewhere  200  Langham  Oct  10th,  1 87  Dersingham  Bog  16th,  220  Paston 
and  200  Holme  both  22nd,  and  100  west  Sheringham  25th. 

Despite  fairly  good  autumn  showing,  numbers  in  second  winter  period  disappointingly 
low  with  highest  counts:  Nov  30  Hilborough,  20  Swaffham;  Dec  73  Bintree,  50  Grimston,  20 
Fring,  20  East  Wretham. 

Serin  Serinus  serinus 

Vagrant  from  southern  Europe 

Following  typical  April  singles  west  Mundesley  5th  (MDF)  and  Holme  30th  (GFH),  another 
Kelling  Heath  May  3 1 st  (AJS).  Remarkably,  and  without  precedent,  2 pairs  bred  in  the  county, 
at  Holkham  Meals  (AIB  et  at)  and  at  a site  just  outside  Norwich  (JRWi),  full  details  of  which 
are  contained  in  the  article  on  page  287. 

Greenfinch  Carduelis  chloris 

Common  resident  and  passage  migrant 

Very  few  concentrations  reported  in  first  winter  period,  with  only  records  received:  Jan  1000 
Stanford  TA,  250  Holt,  60  Holme,  40  East  Tuddenham;  Feb  110  Lynford  Arboretum,  80 
Holme;  March  59  Hunstanton. 
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Spring  coastal  movements  commenced  March  7th  with  8 west  5 east  Beeston  Bump  and 
1 7 east/hr  Paston.  Overall  passage  very  slight  with  highest  numbers  recorded  from  Hunstanton 
Cliffs  where  21 1 south  March  24th-April  29th  peaking  at  107  (2  hrs)  March  24th. 

Breeding  records  (pairs)  included:  West  Somerton  44,  Hemsby  38  and  Ormesby  32.  NBA 
results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  93%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons 
2000-03,  with  an  average  of  12  pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Gatherings  noted  late  Sept  when  240  Clippesby  Hill  and  150  Repps-with-Bastwick,  with 
300/400  Kelling  WM  during  Oct.  Autumn  movement  noted  from  Oct  10th  when  100  west 
Holme  followed  by  exceptional  movement  next  day  when  995  south  Hunstanton  Cliffs,  830 
west  Sheringham  (site  record)  and  660  west  Beeston  Bump  (0715-0915).  At  Hunstanton  Cliffs 
2437  south  during  Oct  and  713  Nov,  when  max  339  (5  hrs)  4th.  Smaller  numbers  noted 
Beeston  Bump  (west)  150  Oct  25th,  250  27th  and  105  28th. 

During  second  winter  period  highest  counts  all  in  Dec  when  200  Massingham  Heath,  180 
Necton  and  100  Ormesby  Broad. 


Goldfinch  Car  duel  is  car  due  I is 

Common  resident,  passage  migrant  and  summer  visitor 

Few  concentrations  reported  during  first  winter  period:  Jan  100  Blakeney  GM,  100  Cockley 
Cley,  60  Holme,  60  East  Winch;  Feb  100  Holme,  60  Thomham  Hbr,  40  Holkham  Bay;  March 
70  Holme,  47  Welney. 

First  coastal  movement  of  spring  March  24th  when  60  south  Hunstanton  Cliffs,  where 
2987  south  (1807  in  2002)  March  24th-May  18th  with  peaks  of 940  ( 10  hrs)  April  29th  and  728 
(3  hrs)  May  4th.  At  Scolt  Head  1422  west  April  4th-May  5th  with  peaks  of  245  April  30th  and 
355  May  4th.  Only  other  regular  counts  from  Sheringham  where  1101  April  Ist-May  4th 
peaking  at  320  west  15  east  April  27th  and  340  west  20  east  May  4th. 

Breeding  data  from  Welney  where  17  pairs.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present 
in  89%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  6 pairs 
per  occupied  tetrad. 

Very  small-scale  movement  during  autumn  with  only  counts  50  north  Waxham  Oct  18th 
and  18  south  Hunstanton  Cliffs  Oct  28th.  Highest  counts  during  second  winter  period:  Oct  55 
Holme,  30  Dersingham  Bog;  Nov  30  Lenwade;  Dec  1 00  Hockwold  Washes,  80  Beeston  Regis, 
40  Morston. 


Siskin  Carduelis  spinus 

Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  fluctuating  numbers;  small  numbers  breed 
Typically  widespread  in  first  winter  period.  Highest  counts:  Jan  1 50  Aylsham.  1 50  Hillington, 
150  Thetford  Nunnery,  100  Whitlingham  CP;  Feb  100  Bradfield,  70  Wighton;  March  68 
Horsey/Winterton,  54  Narborough,  40  North  Walsham,  90  Santon  Downham;  April  30 
Grime’s  Graves,  80  Thetford.  Birds  present  almost  daily  in  one  Sheringham  garden  for  first  3 
months  with  max  30  Feb  when  over  200  were  ringed. 

Apart  from  16  west  Holme  Jan  1st,  coastal  movement  early  March  to  mid-May  generally 
very  sparse.  Best  counts:  Hunstanton  (all  south)  10  March  7th,  70  24th,  33  25th;  Holme  7 west 
March  3rd  and  8 west  10th,  with  max  25  22nd. 

Very  little  breeding  information;  pair  Lynford  June  with  juv  there  July.  Other  pairs  at 
Lynford  Arboretum  and  East  Wretham  and  recorded  as  ‘breeding  in  small  numbers’  at  Roydon 
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Common.  Single  male  Brancaster  Staithe  late  May-early  June.  Also  recorded  May-July  at 
South  Pickenham,  Ormesby  St  Margaret  and  Dersingham  Bog. 

First  autumn  coastal  migrant  east  Holme  Sept  8th  but  rather  poor  autumn  passage.  At 
Hunstanton  Cliffs  (all  south)  4 Sept  13th,  14  Oct  11th,  36  27th,  40  28th  and  14  Nov  4th. 
Elsewhere  5 west  Scolt  Head  and  17  (9  north  8 south)  Horsey  Oct  1 1th,  17  east  Trimingham 
17th,  19  north  Waxham  24th,  27  north  Horsey  and  45  north  Waxham  25th,  31  west 
Sheringham  27th  and  28  north  Waxham  28th.  Other  high  counts  during  this  period  included  30 
Roydon  Common  Sept  29th,  30  Holkham  Meals  Oct  4th  and  12th,  72  Caister  and  30 
Repps-with-Bastwick  21st,  40  Langham  27th,  125  Caister  and  50  Titchwell  28th. 

Widespread  but  unremarkable  numbers  during  second  winter  period  with  best  counts: 
Nov  50  Briston,  40  Roydon  Common,  40  Sheringham  Park,  50  Whitlingham  CP;  Dec  40 
Fustyweed,  60  Lynford,  70  Roydon  Common,  40  Sparham  Pools,  50  Thetford  Nunnery  Flood, 
150  Thetford  Nuns  Bridge. 


Linnet  Carduelis  cannabina 

Common  resident  and  passage  migrant 

In  first  winter  period  some  reasonably  sized  flocks  with  three-figure  counts:  Jan  1 80  Holme, 
100  Horsey,  100  Morston,  140  Oxborough,  100  Scolt  Head,  200  Sheringham;  Feb  180 
Boughton  Fen,  305  Holme,  100  Wells,  220  Yarmouth;  March  100  Gateley,  100  Holme,  100 
HorseyAVinterton;  April  200  Brancaster  GC,  220  Horsey/Winterton,  1 83  Newport  (Hemsby), 
1 10  Paston,  190  Scolt  Head,  350  Waxham. 

A good  spring  passage  early  March  to  mid-May  with  total  2192  Hunstanton  Cliffs,  best 
counts  (all  south  unless  stated):  106  March  25th,  149  April  12th,  115  (97  south  18  north)  14th, 
107  (82  south  25  north)  15th,  766  (10  hrs)  29th,  174  30th,  136  May  1st,  225  4th,  104  18th. 
Elsewhere  highest  counts:  Holme  200  west  April  15th;  Scolt  Head  (all  west)  135  March  4th, 
475  April  22nd,  185  27th,  382  29th,  285  30th,  159  May  4th;  Weyboume  1 14  west  April  1 1th; 
Sheringham  (west  unless  stated)  184  March  30th,  528  April  21st,  402  (375  west  27  east)  27th, 
410  29th,  221  May  4th;  Beeston  Bump  345  west  April  4th;  Overstrand  180  east  April  15th; 
Paston  550/hr  east  (0630-1030)  April  21st,  210/hr  west  (0635-1030)  29th,  450/hr  east  230/hr 
west  (0630-1030)  30th;  Happisburgh  108  east  April  21st;  Waxham  720  south  (0630-0730) 
April  15th,  100  south  30th;  Horsey  100  (north  and  south)  April  12th,  200  south  26th. 

Breeding  pairs  included  35  Scolt  Head  and  30  Blakeney  Point.  NBA  results  showed  the 
species  was  present  in  79%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an 
average  of  6 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Late  summer/autumn  flocks  included:  July  100  Scolt  Head;  Aug  200  Blakeney  Point,  146 
Holme,  200  Scolt  Head;  Sept  100  Blakeney  Point,  600  Burnham  Market,  100  Great 
Cressingham,  150  Kelling  WM,  275  Salthouse,  270  Scolt  Head,  200  Stanford  TA,  100 
Titchwell. 

Only  autumn  movements  reported:  205  west  Sheringham  Oct  4th  and  55  south 
Hunstanton  Nov  4th,  with  23  south  there  6th. 

In  second  winter  period  155  West  Runton  Oct  3rd,  154  Scolt  Head/Brancaster  Hbr  12th, 
160  Wells  Hbr  13th  and  120  Sparham  Dec  1st. 
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Pied  Wheatear  - an  immature  male  at  Waxham  (Alan  Tate)  and  an  immature  female  at  Paston.  (Julian 
I Bhalerao) 


Desert  Wheatear  - an  immature  male  at  Burnham  Overy  (Julian  Bhalerao)  and  an  immature  female  at 
I Blakeney  Point.  (Richard  Porter) 


Glaucous  Gull  - a superb  portrait  taken  at  Salthouse.  (Murray  Smith) 


Collared  Flycatcher  - Holkham  Meals  May  1985  - finally  accepted.  (A  C Bennett) 

Sykes’s  Warbler  - the  first  Norfolk  record  seen  briefly  at  Sheringham  in  2002.  (Julian  Bhalerao) 


Twite 

Declining  local  winter  visitor 
Max  counts  at  main  resorts: 


Carduelis  flavirostris 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Oct 

Aov 

Dec 

Holme 

35 

56 

70 

- 

40 

15 

Thomham-Titchwell 

20 

- 

25 

1 

45 

. 

Scolt/Brancaster  Hbr 

50 

45 

- 

7 

50 

66 

Holkham  Bay 

100 

90 

A1 

40 

130 

85 

Breydon 

25 

40 

- 

- 

20 

13 

Yet  again  very  scarce  in  county  in  both  winter  periods,  being  regularly  present  at  just  5 coastal 
sites.  No  reports  from  Happisburgh  where  small  numbers  regular  in  winter  in  last  2 years  but 
again  present  at  Breydon  after  an  absence  of  wintering  birds  last  year.  Reported  on  just  4 dates 
in  the  Wash,  in  March,  with  30  Lynn  Point  16th,  5 Ongar  Hill  22nd,  17  23rd  and  26  on  29th, 
and  on  single  date  in  second  winter  period,  when  22  Terrington  Admiralty  Point  Dec  14th.  Just 
two  three-figure  counts  were  made,  both  in  Holkham  Bay,  highlighting  the  continued  decline 
of  this  species  as  a wintering  bird  in  Norfolk  (and  elsewhere  along  east  coast). 

Away  from  favoured  sites  in  first  winter  period,  2 Hillington  Jan  1 2th,  20  Stiffkey  SM  Jan 
9th,  4 east  Paston  Feb  23rd  and  50  Blakeney  Hbr  Jan  24th.  At  Holme  35  lingered  until  April 
4th  and  4 west  Scolt  Head  13th.  A male  was  in  full  song  on  the  saltmarsh  Holme  April  14th 
with  latest  2 Bemey  2 1 st. 


Twite  (Richard  Johnson) 

First  of  autumn  7 Scolt  Head  Oct  10th.  Passage  evident  throughout  Oct  with  15  west 
Overstrand  11th,  singles  south  Waxham  18th  and  28th,  14  HorseyAVaxham  24th,  west 
Sheringham  and  13  Paston  27th,  and  in  early  Nov  when  3 south  Hunstanton  6th,  5 Blakeney 
Point,  6 Cley-Salthouse  and  west  Sheringham  all  7th,  and  15  Burnham  Overy  9th.  Build-up  at 
favoured  sites  commenced  with  single  Titchwell  Oct  18th  and  40  Holkham  Bay  26th.  In 
second  winter  period,  away  from  the  main  sites,  2 Wells  North  Point,  including  a male  in  song, 
Dec  7th  and  20  Winterton  25th. 
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Six  birds,  which  were  colour-ringed  immediately  before  the  2003  breeding  season  during 
research  into  their  breeding  ecology  in  the  South  Pennines,  were  relocated  in  the  county.  Four 
were  relocated  at  Holkham  in  early  Nov  and  two  at  Brancaster  late  Dec. 

Lesser  Redpoll  Carduelis  cabaret 

Passage  migrant,  winter  visitor  and  declining  resident 

In  first  winter  period  the  usual  widespread,  mainly  single-figure,  records  with  highest  counts: 
10  Aylmerton  Jan  25th,  10  Hickling  Broad  Feb  8th,  16  Bradfield  16th,  40  Norwich  Sweetbriar 
Marsh  March  6th,  45  Santon  Downham  29th  with  10  April  3rd,  and  30  Sandringham  April  8th. 

Poor  spring  passage  March  24th-May  27th  with  highest  numbers:  13  south  Hunstanton 
Cliffs  (with  total  of  40  individuals)  and  23  west  Holme,  both  April  30th. 

Only  breeding  information:  displaying  male  Barton  Turf  3 dates  in  April;  2 prs  bred 
Inmere;  one  pr  bred  Stibbard;  at  least  one  pr  Hickling  Broad;  pr  feeding  juv  Hellesdon  July 
22nd.  No  doubt  under-recorded  as  evidenced  by  flock  of  30  Kelling  Heath  June  14th. 

Autumn  passage  late  Sept-early  Nov  complicated  by  problem  of  identifying  fly-overs  at 
coastal  sites.  Redpoll  sp  counts  in  Oct:  53  north  Horsey  (0630-0830)  25th,  18  west  Beeston 
Bump  27th  (most  considered  to  be  Mealies),  100  west  (0730-1000)  Titchwell  and  20  west 
Sheringham  (also  likely  Mealies),  both  28th.  Other  double-figure  counts  from  Hunstanton 
Cliffs  where  (all  south)  12  Oct  27th,  47  28th,  14  30th  and  16  Nov  4th. 

In  second  winter  period:  Oct  14  Caister,  12  East  Ruston  Common,  23  Hemsby,  15  West 
Runton;  Nov  24  Thetford  Nunnery  Lakes,  12  Thomham  Hbr,  10  Weyboume;  Dec  91 
Fowlmere,  27  Homing  Waterworks,  12  North  Elmham,  10  Ranworth,  15  Sparham  Pools,  17 
Swanton  Abbot. 

Common  (ie  Mealy)  Redpoll  Carduelis  flammea 

Scarce  winter  visitor 

Very  few  in  first  winter  period:  2 Whitlingham  CP  Jan  21st-23rd,  2 Bmndall  Church  Fen  Jan 
22nd,  one  Kelling  Heath  Feb  6th,  2 Bradfield  Feb  1 lth/12th,  2 Sparham  Pools  March  2nd.  A 
late  spring  migrant  Brancaster  Thompson  Farms  May  6th. 

In  autumn  singles  at  4 coastal  sites  in  Sept  from  8th.  In  Oct  1-6  at  9 coastal  sites  and  in 
Nov  birds  at  16  sites  with  highest  counts  8 Paston  10th  and  1 1 Barton  Turf  20th.  In  Dec  4 
Swanton  Abbot  5th,  and  singles  Titchwell  6th  and  Whitlingham  CP  7th. 

Arctic  Redpoll  Carduelis  hornemanni 

Winter  vagrant  from  Scandinavia  and  northern  Russia 
1995  Addition:  Blakeney  Quay  Nov  2 1 st  (DJH). 

Crossbill  Loxia  curvirostra 

Breeding  resident  in  fluctuating  numbers  with  Thetford  Forest  the  stronghold; 
immigrants  arrive  most  years  in  late  summer  and  autumn;  major  irruptions  at  irregular 
intervals 

Widespread  reports  Jan-Aug  with  double-figure  counts  from  (with  monthly  max):  Aylmerton 
(60-100  Feb- April),  Aylsham  (13  Jan),  Bacton  Wood  (40  March),  Beeston  Regis  (24  June), 
Belton  (20  March),  Blickling  Park  (13  June),  Bodham  (20  June),  Bradfield  (29  May), 
Bridgham  Heath  (29  May),  Cockley  Cley  ( 1 2 Feb),  Colney  Pits  (45  Jan),  Dersingham  Bog  (25 
March),  East  Hading  (25  May),  Felbrigg  Park  (10  March),  Fowlmere  (18  Sept),  Holt  Lowes 
(15  March),  Homing  Lock  (10  June),  Kelling  Heath  (43  March),  Lynford  Arboretum  (120 
March),  Ridlington  (13  April),  Roydon  Common  (14  April),  Salthouse  Heath  (35  May), 
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Sandringham  (50  June),  Santon  Downham  (150  March),  Santon  Warren  (100  March), 
Sculthorpe  Moor  (16  March),  Sennowe  Park  (25  June),  Shehngham  Park  (35  July), 
Shouldham  (25  March),  Stanford  TA  (50  May),  Sustead  (12  May),  Swanton  Novers  (70  May), 
Thetford  Nunnery  Lakes  ( 1 5 July),  Thorpe  Marriott  (30  May),  Upper  Sheringham  (25  March), 
Woodbastwick  (15  Jan).  Also  single-figure  counts  from  numerous  other  localities. 

Undoubtedly  some  of  above  counts  included  immigrants.  Coastal  records  and  likely 
migrants:  5 west  Hunstanton  GC  March  20th,  30  west  Holme  April  2nd,  9 south-east  Winterton 
April  5th,  7 Holme  June  22nd,  8 west  Holkham  Meals  June  29th  and  18  July  18th,  singles  west 
Titchwell  July  14th  and  north  Sea  Palling  30th,  2 Holme  Sept  3rd  and  one  Caister  25th. 

Very  little  breeding  information:  at  least  one  pair  Inmere;  singing  male  Weeting  March 
16th  with  another  April  10th  and  family  party  there  later  in  month;  family  party  5-6  Holt 
Lowes  May  25th. 

Rather  scarce  last  third  of  year:  Sept  12  Sheringham  Park  3rd,  3 Dersingham  Bog  15th; 
Oct  14  Holkham  Meals  19th;  Nov  Felbrigg  Park  1st,  2 Sandringham  14th,  3 Holme  16th,  7 
Lynford  Arboretum  17th,  Roydon  Common  21st,  17  Lynford  25th,  1 1 Lynford  GP  30th;  Dec 
17  Santon  Downham  27th. 

Common  Rosetinch  Carpodacus  erythrinns 

Rare  passage  migrant;  potential  colonist 

Three  typical  short-staying  coastal  individuals:  Blakeney  Point  May  29th  (RFP  et  al)  and  Sept 
28th  (JRMc),  and  Beeston  Bump  Sept  30th  (GED). 

Bullfinch  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula 

Resident  and  occasional  immigrant 

Noted  at  50  sites  (similar  to  2002)  but  obviously  very  under-recorded. 

NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  42%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the 
breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  2 pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

Autumn  movement:  2 high  east  Sheringham  Oct  16th  and  10  flying  around  high  Titchwell 
Oct  28th. 

Birds  of  the  race  pyrrhula  recorded  King’s  Lynn  (2)  Jan  4th,  Hemsby  male  Oct  27th  with 
female  28th,  and  2 ringed  Brancaster  Thompson  Farms  Nov  1 1th. 

Hawfinch  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes 

Elusive  and  very  local  resident;  scarce  migrant 

A increase  in  records  compared  with  previous  year  but  still  scarce  and  no  firm  evidence  of 
breeding.  Regular  only  at  Bamhamcross  Common  and  Lynford  Arboretum;  absent  from 
Holkham  Park  for  third  consecutive  year.  No  records  June-end  Sept. 

Tabulated  highest  counts: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr 

Bamhamcross  Common  9 17  8 

Lynford  Arboretum 3 7 8 1^ 

All  other  records  at  other  sites:  2 Hilborough  Jan  26th,  8 Thetford  Nunnery  Flood  March  4th,  2 
Wayland  Wood  March  27th,  male  in  disused  orchard  Little  London  (Corpusty)  April 
21st-24th.  3 Colney  Pits  April  30th,  4 Sandringham  May  7th,  Helhoughton  Sept  30th, 
Yarmouth  Cemetery  Oct  13th,  Scolt  Head  Oct  18th,  Holme  also  Oct  18th  and  Nov  8th, 


Oct  Nov  Dec 
1 9 

2 5 
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Titchwell  Oct  24th  and  28th,  Holme  Nov  5th  and  1 1th,  Thomham  Nov  9th  and  Kelling  Heath 
Dec  2nd.  The  number  of  coastal  migrants  in  Oct/Nov  is  noteworthy. 

Lapland  Bunting  Calcarius  lapponicus 

Regular  but  usually  scarce  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
Peak  counts  at  regular  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar  April 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Holme 

54 

- 

3 

- 

1 

4 

8 

46 

Thomham/Titchwell 

- 

1 

- 

- 

7 

8 

3 

1 

Scolt  Head 

1 

- 

- 

- 

8 

10 

1 

Holkham  Bay 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Warham  Greens/Stiffkey  SM 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

1 

Blakeney  Point 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cley/Salthouse 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Kelling  WMAVeyboume 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

- 

Sheringham 

13 

11 

1 

1 

6 

2 

5 

West  Runton 

5 

7 

5 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Mundesley/Paston/Bacton 

13 

16 

1 

- 

1 

2 

5 

4 

HappisburghyEccles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

12 

4 

W axham/HorseyAV  interton 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

5 

1 

- 

Elsewhere  in  first  winter  period  inland  records  from  Cockthorpe  (2  Jan  3rd)  and  between  Holt 
and  Kelling  (2  Jan  6th);  also  singles  Halvergate  Marshes  Feb  24th  and  west  Beeston  Bump 
March  25th.  Late  males  in  breeding  plumage  at  Weyboume  April  23rd-26th  (also  in  song), 
same  (?)  Salthouse  29th  and  Blakeney  Point  May  1 1th. 

First  in  autumn  Beeston  Bump  and  Blakeney  Point  Sept  1 3th.  Several  records  Sept/Oct  of 
birds  moving  west  along  north  coast,  counts  of  which  are  included  in  above  table.  Other 
records:  Oct  5 Trimingham  (21st),  3 Brancaster  (7th)  and  singles  Burnham  Deepdale, 
Burnham  Norton,  Caister  and  inland  at  Bemey;  Oct/Nov  Hunstanton  Cliffs  total  10  south  5 
dates  Oct  27th-Nov  6th;  Nov  5 Breydon  (30th),  2 Snettisham  (16th/17th)  and  singles 
Sidestrand,  Caister,  Gorleston  and  inland  at  Hickling  Stubb  Mill;  Dec  inland  Blackborough 
End  Tip  and  Reedham. 


Lapland  Bunting  (Gary  Wright) 


Snow  Bunting 

Winter  visitor  in  declining  numbers 
Peak  counts  at  regular  sites: 


Plectrophenax  nivalis 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Holme 

50 

70 

30 

2 

1 

50 

30 

Thomham/Titchwell 

100 

80 

3 

_ 

1 

. 

101 

Scolt  Head 

170 

55 

- 

3 

45 

150 

120 

Holkham  Bay 

60 

15 

1 

50 

180 

160 

Blakeney  Point 

120 

42 

8 

1 

36 

33 

59 

Cley/Salthouse 

- 

30 

- 

- 

40 

85 

100 

Mundesley/Paston 

2 

30 

- 

_ 

« 

4 

40 

Happisburgh/Eccles 

16 

3 

- 

- 

20 

100 

70 

Sea  Palling/Horsey/Winterton 

24 

14 

- 

1 

40 

50 

80 

Califomia/Caister 

34 

33 

1 

2 

22 

152 

Elsewhere  in  first  winter  period  other  records  from  Hunstanton  ( 1 1 Feb),  Snettisham  (50  Jan), 
Stiffkey  Fen  (45  Jan,  24  Feb  - seen  drinking  and  then  flying  towards  Blakeney  Point)  and 
Weyboume  (8  Jan).  Usual  rapid  departure  by  early  March;  after  10th  only  record  2 Holme 
29th. 

Earliest  autumn  arrival  Holme  Sept  19th  with  1-3  at  4 other  sites  by  month  end;  no 
double-figure  counts  until  Oct  20th. 

Other  records  in  second  winter  period  from  (max  in  brackets):  Hunstanton  (20),  Kelling 
WM  (30),  Weyboume  (24),  Sheringham  (55),  Beeston  Bump  (40),  West  Runton  (28),  Cromer 
GC  (1),  Overstrand  (6)  and  Lessingham  North  Gap  (46). 

Inland:  Hanworth  Oct  10th,  3 Aylmerton  Oct  28th  and  single  Nov  26th/27th,  Breydon  Oct 
17th  with  2 Nov  30th,  Martham  Broad  Nov  16th  and  Hickling  Broad  Nov  24th. 


Yellowhammer  Emberiza  citrinella 

Once  common  resident,  currently  in  decline 

First  winter  period  flocks  included  200  Bradfield  Hall  Farm,  40  Castle  Acre,  40  Choseley  and 
20  Gressenhall. 

In  spring  movement  noted  Beeston  Bump  where  (all  west),  3 March  5th,  3 6th,  one  7th,  3 
1 1th  with  one  east  23rd,  when  2 also  east  Sheringham.  At  Hunstanton  Cliffs  (all  south)  2 
March  7th,  5 25th  (2  hrs),  2 April  12th  and  14th  with  one  May  5th.  Also  3 west  again  Beeston 
Bump  April  29th. 

Breeding  pairs  included  15  Sparham,  8 West  Caister,  5 Kettlestone,  3 Bamhamcross 
Common  and  13  singing  males  Roydon  Common.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was 
present  in  85%  of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  7 
pairs  per  occupied  tetrad. 

In  autumn  westerly  movement  at  Beeston  Bump  where  2 Oct  1 1th.  2 25th.  3 27th  and  2 
Nov  6th,  and  Sheringham  where  one  Oct  6th  and  2 25th.  At  Hunstanton  Cliffs  (all  south)  5 Oct 
21st,  2 22nd,  23  (6  hrs  30  mins)  27th,  5 28th.  4 Nov  4th  and  9 (2  hrs  30  mins)  6th. 

Second  winter  period  flocks  included  20  Aylmerton  and  1 7 Lower  Stow  Bedon. 
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Ortolan  Bunting  Emberiza  hortulana 

Rare  passage  migrant 

In  autumn  single  Blakeney  Point  Sept  3rd/4th  (JHa  et  al)  with  2 separate  birds  Scolt  Head  Sept 
6th  (NML  NW). 

Little  Bunting  Emberiza  pusilla 

Vagrant  from  northern  Scandinavia  eastwards,  mostly  in  autumn 

In  spring  one  in  song  Blakeney  Point  on  very  unusual  date  of  June  1st  (RFP).  In  autumn  a 
long-staying  and  well-watched  individual  Walsey  Hills  Oct  13th-Nov  28th  (SJA  et  al). 


Little  Bunting  (Richard  Johnson) 


Reed  Bunting  Emberiza  schoeniclus 

Resident  and  passage  migrant 

In  first  winter  period  regular  at  Holme  (max  20  Jan,  14  Feb,  34  March)  and  Scolt 
Head/Brancaster  Hbr  (26  Jan,  40  Feb,  26  March).  Other  double-figure  counts:  Jan  110 
Martham,  78  Blakeney  Point,  42  Hickling  (at  garden  feeding  station  with  30  regulars),  10 
Cranwich  GP;  Feb  30  West  Runton,  22  Ludham,  16  Wells  Hbr,  13  Warham  SM. 

Spring  movement  at  Hunstanton  Cliffs  where  in  total  20  south  March  7th- April  15th  (7 
dates).  Elsewhere  4 west  Beeston  Bump  March  10th,  one  west  next  day  and  at  Sheringham 
single  in  off  sea  and  then  west  April  27th. 
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Breeding  territories/pairs  included  86  Scolt  Head,  49  Holkham  NNR  (increase),  45 
Welney,  30  Blakeney  Point  (good  success),  1 9 Strumpshaw,  12  Roydon  Common,  1 1 Cantley, 
4 King’s  Lynn  BF,  4 Surlingham  Marsh.  NBA  results  showed  the  species  was  present  in  35% 
of  tetrads  covered  in  one  of  the  breeding  seasons  2000-03,  with  an  average  of  4 pairs  per 
occupied  tetrad. 

In  autumn  main  movement  noted 
in  north-west  where;  Hunstanton  Cliffs 
(all  south)  one  Sept  13th,  76  (6  hrs  30 
mins)  Oct  27th,  24  28th,  142  (5  hrs) 
Nov  4th,  41  5th  and  46  6th;  Scolt  Head 
(all  west)  3 Sept  1 4th,  5 1 5th,  9 1 7th,  1 1 
20th,  17  29th,  58  Oct  1 1th  and  36  21st. 
Only  other  notable  count  north  coast  15 
west  Beeston  Bump  Oct  27th. 

Other  double-figure  occurrences 
in  second  winter  period:  Oct  145  Scolt 
Head,  40  Horsey;  Nov  A1  Scolt  Head, 
25  Titchwell,  20  Warham  Greens;  Dec 
65  North  Wootton,  28  Clippesby  Hill, 
20  Sparham,  15  King’s  Lynn  BF,  14 
Holme. 


Reed  Bunting  (John  Geeson) 


Corn  Bunting  Embehza  calandra 

Local  and  declining  resident 
Peak  counts  at  regular  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

April 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Choseley 

2 

6 

42 

65 

- 

13 

6 

West  Run  ton 

5 

6 

12 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Mundesley 

16 

35 

1 

9 

- 

- 

- 

Paston 

- 

26 

35 

6 

- 

2 

- 

Welney 

33 

- 

1 

- 

35 

12 

- 

Other  sites  exceeding  2 in  first  winter  period:  Jan  30  Sedgeford;  Feb  150  Feltwell  Anchor; 
March  21  West  Walton  (small  wintering  flock),  3 Snettisham;  Ap?-il  15  Titchwell,  5 Winterton, 
4 Bacton. 

In  breeding  season  1-3  pairs  noted  at  Breydon,  Gimingham,  Sheringham,  West  Somerton, 
with  1-2  singing  males  at  Ringstead.  Welney  (no  breeding)  and  West  Walton.  Also  occasional 
birds  May/June  at  Beeston  Bump,  Blakeney  Point.  Burnham  Market,  Cley,  Choseley,  Feltwell, 
Sedgeford,  Southrepps  Common  and  Stiffkey  Fen. 

Apart  from  counts  in  table  few  other  records  submitted  in  second  winter  period;  Nov  2 
south  Hunstanton  5th,  2 Happisburgh  16th;  Dec  1 1 Rollesby  5th,  90  Ten  Mile  Bank  9th. 
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Introductions,  Escapes,  Ferals  and  Hybrids 

Appendix  I - Categories  A,  B and  C 

Escapes  or  feral  birds  of  species  on  the  British  List 

Category  A Species 

Lesser  White-fronted  Goose  Anser  erythropus 

Northern  Eurasia;  winters  southern  Europe,  India  and  China 
Broughton  Fen  Aug  1 1th;  Pentney  GP  Feb  5th. 

Snow  Goose  Anser  caerulescens 

North-east  Siberia  and  North  America;  winters  to  Mexico 

Bemey/Breydon  Oct  28th;  Thetford  Nunnery  Flood  ‘blue-phase’  Jan  25th;  Titchwell  2 west 
May  19th;  Winterton  May  18th. 

Red-breasted  Goose  Branta  ruficollis 

Western  Siberia;  winters  Black,  Caspian  and  Aral  Seas 
Diss  Mere  pinioned,  present  all  year;  Welney  3 June  7th. 

Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax 

Free-flying  colony  at  Great  Witchingham 

Great  Witchingham  Wildlife  Park  8 breeding  pairs;  Lenwade  Common  juv  July  19th/20th, 
adult  June  21st;  Sparham  Pools  April  27th;  Trowse  July  6th;  Whitlingham  CP  July  8th,  Dec 
30th. 

Category  B/C  Species 

Ruddy  Shelduck  Tadorna  ferruginea 

Asia  and  North  Africa 

Acle  3 east  Oct  15th;  Bayfield  Hall  Lake  2 Aug  24th,  2 Oct  5th;  Bemey  2 June  19th;  Breydon 
Aug  13th,  3 east  Oct  15th;  Briston  2 Feb  8th;  Buckenham  pair  April  13th;  Cley  June  2nd,  3 
June  4th,  and  1-4  July  21st-Oct  4th  with  one  Nov  7th;  East  Runton  April  1 1th,  May  1 1th,  June 
14th;  Great  Ryburgh  April  4th,  May  15th;  Guist  pair  April  18th,  May  27th;  Hickling  Broad 
Aug  3rd-5th;  Holkham  Park  Feb  21st;  Holt  2 March  29th;  Hunworth  2 March  29th;  Found 
Waterworks  Sept  8th;  Strumpshaw  May  16th;  Titchwell  2 west  April  30th,  2 July  9th;  Welney 
April  28th. 

Appendix  II  - Category  D 

Species  that  would  otherwise  appear  on  the  British  List  except  that  there  is  reasonable  doubt 
that  they  have  ever  occurred  in  a natural  state. 

Ross’s  Goose  Anser  rossii 

Tundra  of  northern  Canada,  winters  to  southern  United  States 

In  first  winter  period  the  male  that  arrived  amongst  the  wintering  Pinkfeet  in  Oct  2002  seen  in 
Egmere/North  Creake/HolkhamAVellsAVighton  area  until  at  least  Jan  8th.  The  smaller 
(presumed  female)  bird  that  originally  appeared  in  its  Ist-winter  plumage  in  Nov  2001  (also 
amongst  the  Pinkfeet  and  returning  again  in  Oct  2002)  was  present  Jan  in 
Flitcham/Bircham/Shemboume  area.  Obvious  escaped  feral  birds  included  Fritton  March  8th 
(with  feral  Barnacles),  a ringed  pair  Burnham  Norton  April  24th/25th  and  then  same  Cley 
April  30th,  Aug  24th,  Nov  4th  and  24th,  Salthouse  Nov  5th  and  Stiffkey  Fen  May  lOth/1 1th, 
Aug  26th,  Oct  9th- 12th,  19th,  26th  and  Nov  30th.  At  Great  Ryburgh/Gateley  4 also  flew  over 
June  7th. 
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Following  reports  in  autumn  of  at  least  2 in  Northern  Britain  with  returning  Pinkfeet,  the 
‘smaller’  bird  (now  in  its  third  winter)  returned  to  Holkham  Oct  1 3th.  It  remained  in  Burnham 
Market/Choseley/Docking/Holkham/Ringstead/Stanhoe/Thomham  area  until  Oct  27th, 
Flitcham  Nov  24th  and  Brancaster  Nov  30th.  The  male  once  more  returned  (for  its  second 
winter)  with  an  influx  of  Pinkfeet  to  WarhamAVells  Nov  1st,  remaining  in 
Brancaster/Bumham  Market/Docking/Holkham/Wells  area  until  year  end.  The  situation 
involving  potential  ‘wild’  birds  then  became  clouded  when  a ringed  bird  (different  to  other 
feral  birds  seen  in  county)  also  joined  Pinkfeet  near  Stanhoe  Nov  9th.  Prior  to  this  a bird 
arrived  Hickling/Heigham  Holmes/Martham/Repps/Sutton  area  Oct  17th,  moving  to  Bemey 
Oct  18th.  One  then  flew  east  with  Pinkfeet  Paston  Oct  28th  before  lingering  Brograve 
Level s/Waxham.  These  East  Norfolk  sightings  probably  relate  to  the  original  ‘small’  bird 
although  the  ringed  bird  was  later  located  there  in  Jan  2004.  Also  a bird  flew  west  with 
Pinkfeet  Cley  Oct  30th  further  illustrating  movements  between  east  and  north-west  coasts. 
Further  confusion  arose  when  another  different  ringed  bird  Langham  with  Pinkfeet  Dec  21st 
and  3 1 st. 

Appendix  III  - Category  E 

Escapes  or  feral  birds  of  species  not  on  the  British  List 

White-faced  Whistling-duck  Dendrocygna  viduata 

Costa  Rica  to  Brazil;  Africa,  Madagascar  and  Comoro  Islands 
Great  Ryburgh  4 Jan  10th,  one  Feb  7th,  2 April  17th. 

Black  Swan  Cygnus  atratns 

Australia  and  Tasmania 

Chedgrave  Marshes  Jan  24th;  Cley  May  13th,  18th  and  25th,  Dec  2nd,  19th  and  30th/31st; 
Cockshoot  Broad  2 April  4th;  East  Wretham  July  28th;  Halvergate  Feb  8th;  Hardley  Flood  Dec 
14th;  Holme  3 Feb  28th;  Salhouse  Broad  2 Dec  28th;  Salthouse  Dec  2nd;  St  Benet’s  Abbey 
pair  March  6th;  Stiffkey  Fen  Dec  2nd;  Welney  Dec  lst-5th. 

Bar-headed  Goose  Anser  indicus 

Central  Asia;  winters  in  India  and  Burma 

Breydon  Nov  1 1th;  Buckenham  May  5th;  Cley  Sept  6th;  Coxford  Feb  13th-June  26th,  7 July 
1 1th,  Aug  1st;  Docking  Jan  3rd;  Felbrigg  Park  Jan  24th;  Filby  Broad  April  9th;  Pentney  GP 
April  17th;  Tattersett  March  19th,  April  24th;  Thetford  Nunnery  Lakes  Sept  15th;  Raynham 
Lake  Sept  4th;  Winterton  2 in  off  sea  March  24th. 

Emperor  Goose  Anser  canagica 

North-east  Siberia  to  western  Alaska;  winters  southern  Alaska  to  northern  California 
Barton  Broad  Oct  1 2th,  Dec  23rd. 

Cape  Shelduck  Tadoma  cana 

South  Africa 

Rockland  Broad  April  7th. 

Australian  Shelduck  Tadorna  tadornoides 

Southern  Australia 

Shropham  March  18th  and  23rd;  Snettisham  several  dates  Jan. 

Muscovy  Duck  Cairina  moschata 

Southern  Mexico  to  Argentina  and  Brazil 

Broome  GP  3 March  2nd;  Rockland  Staithe  Feb  15th;  Tattersett  white  bird  during  Jan,  Apnl 
and  June. 
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Chiloe  Wigeon  Anas  sibilatrix 

Southern  South  America 

Hanwoth  April  16th;  Snettisham  Aug  10th;  Titchwell  May  20th;  Welney  3 Sept  28th/29th. 
Speckled  Teal  Anas  flavirostris 

Venezuela  to  Tierra  del  Fuego 
Berney  May  1 9th. 

White-cheeked  Pintail  Anas  bajamensis 

South  America,  West  Indies  and  Galapagos  Islands 
Cley  Dec  29th. 

Cinnamon  Teal  Anas  cyanoptera 

Western  North  America  to  Tierra  del  Fuego  and  Falklands 
Berney  April  16th. 

Rosy-billed  Pochard  Netta  peposaca 

South  America 
Pentney  GP  2 April  27th. 

Argentine  Bluebill  (Lake  Duck)  Oxyura  vittata 

Southern  Argentian  and  Chile;  winters  southern  Brazil  and  Paraguay 
Fowlmere  April  19th  and  21st. 

Harris  Hawk  Parabuteo  unicinctus 

USA  and  South  America 
Letheringsett  Aug  23rd. 

Red-tailed  Hawk  Buteo  jamaicensis 

North  and  Central  America  and  West  Indies 

Aylmerton  Sept  21st;  Cockley  Cley  Warren  Feb  14th  and  16th,  March  14th  and  22nd;  Great 
Ryburgh  June  15th;  Sennowe  Park  April  13th. 

Crested  Caracara  Polyborus  plancus 

Southern  Florida  to  Tierra  del  Fuego,  Cuba  and  Falkland  Islands 

Blakeney  FM  May  lOth/1 1th;  Burnham  Overy  May  17th;  Cley  May  1 1th  and  22nd;  Hickling 
Stubb  Mill  Nov  20th;  Holme  May  1 7th/ 1 8th,  29th  and  3 1 st;  Hunstanton  June  3rd;  Kelling  WM 
Nov  15th;  Letheringsett  Sept  27th;  Muckleburgh  Hill  May  1 1th;  Sheringham  May  1 1th,  Nov 
15th;  Stiffkey  Sept  28th,  Oct  16thyi7th;  Titchwell  May  17th. 

Lanner  Falcon  Falco  biarmicus 

Western  Palearctic  and  Africa 
Wymondham  Aug  15th  (with  jesses). 

Saker  Falco  cherrug 

Eurasia 

Sheringham  April  29th,  Oct  25th  (with  jesses);  Sculthorpe  Airfield  Nov  19th  (with  jesses); 
Welney  April  17th/ 18th. 

Helmeted  Guineafowl  Numida  meleagris 

Africa  south  of  Sahara  and  extreme  southern  Arabia 

Antingham  Sept  29th;  Buckenham  Tofts  April  12th;  Yarmouth  2 July  27th. 

Reeves’s  Pheasant  Syrmaticus  reevesii 

North-central  China 

Hilborough  March  29th/30th;  Stanford  TA  up  to  8 males  displaying  late  March/April. 


254 


Green  Pheasant  Phasianus  versicolor 

Japan 

Bengate  3 March  27th;  Brograve  2 March  25th;  Dilham  2 May  19th.  (A  small  population 
exists  in  the  Dilham,  Edingthorpe,  Honing,  Worstead  area). 

Indian  Peafowl  Pavo  cristatus 

India  and  Sri  Lanka 
Rockland  St  Mary  Jan-Oct. 

Eastern  Rosella  Platycerus  eximius 

South-east  Australia  and  Tasmania 
Spixworth  June  4th. 

Budgerigar  Melopsittacus  undulatus 

Australia 

Breydon  July  30th. 

Parakeet  sp  Psittacula  sp 

Singles  Bradwell  June  1 8th,  and  Sidestrand  Oct  25th  and  Nov  1 st  not  considered  1 00%  certain 
Rose-ringed  Parakeets  (formerly  called  Ring-necked)  by  County  Records  Committee.  Other 
parakeet  sp  Sheringham  May  1st  and  Stow  Beden  Oct  1 1th. 

Nanday  (Black-hooded)  Parakeet  Nandaycis  nenday 

South  America 

Burnham  Market  2 May  26th,  2 several  dates  July-Sept,  present  since  2001. 

Lovebird  sp  Agapornis  sp 

Africa 

Thetford  Aug  8th. 

Cockatiel  Nymphicus  hollandicus 

Australia 

Snettisham  most  of  June;  Yarmouth  July  23rd. 

Guinea  (Green)  Turaco  Tauraco  persa 

Senegal  to  Zaire,  Angola 
Brancaster  Sept  24th  to  year  end. 

Zebra  Finch  Taeniopygia  guttata 

Australia 

Bemey  all  white  specimen  July  19th;  Eaton  March  18th. 

Java  Sparrow  Padda  oryzivora 

Java,  Bali,  introduced  widely  worldwide 
Sheringham  May  27th. 

Golden-backed  Weaver  Ploceus  jacksoni 

Sudan,  Uganda  and  Tanzania 
Holme  Oct  1 1th  and  14th. 

Yellow-fronted  Canary  Serinus  mozambicus 

Africa  south  of  Sahara 
Cley  Aug  24th-26th. 

Island  Canary  Serinus  canaria 

Commonly  kept  cagebird 

Brundall  Aug  25th;  Gorleston  April  6th. 
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Appendix  IV  - Hybrids 

As  submitted  by  observers  - parentage  not  necessarily  confirmed 

Pink-footed  Goose  x Lesser  White-fronted  Goose 
Brancaster  Staithe  Jan  1 1th 
Pink-footed  Goose  x Ross’s  Goose 

Burnham  Market  and  Docking  Dec  16th;  Burnham  Thorpe  Dec  27th  and  31st 
White-fronted  Goose  x Barnacle  Goose 
Flitcham  Oct  1 st;  Swanton  Morley  Dec  23rd 
Greylag  Goose  x Barnacle  Goose 

Anmer  April  28th;  Coxford  Feb  24th- April  2nd  and  July  3 1 st;  Raynham  Lake  Feb  5th,  Aug  1 st 
and  Sept  9th 

Greylag  Goose  x Canada  Goose 
Welney  March  1 1th 
Emperor  Goose  x Ross’s  Goose 
North-west  Norfolk  Sept  28th  and  Dec 

Mallard  x Pintail 

Salthouse  Nov/Dec;  Titchwell  Oct  29th 

Tufted  Duck  x Pochard 

Cockshoot  Broad  April  4th;  Hockwold  Washes  April  20th 

Ring-necked  Duck  x Scaup 

How  Hill  Reedham  Water  April  2nd 


Ruddy  Shelducks  (Andy  Benson) 
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Earliest  and  Latest  Dates  of  Summer  Migrants 

(excludes  occasional  winter  records) 


Garganey 

Arrivals 

Departures 

March  16th 

Holme 

Dec  8th 

Welney 

Quail 

May  1 1 th 

Holme 

Nov  1 1 th 

Burnham  Overy  Dunes 

Manx  Shearwater 

May  23  rd 

Sheringham 

Dec  28th 

Holme 

Spoonbill 

April  14th 

Holme 

Sept  27th 

Scolt  Head,  Holkham 

Honey  Buzzzard 

May  9th 

Breeding  locality 

Sept  29th 

Brancaster 

Montagu’s  Harrier 

April  18  th 

Welney 

Oct  24th 

Waxham 

Osprey 

March  ISth’*' 

Langham 

Sept  24th 

Ten  Mile  Bank 

Hobby 

March  3 1 st 

Thetford 

Oct  25th 

Cantley  BF 

Stone  Curlew 

March  1st 

Brecks 

Dec  3rd 

Gooderstone 

Little-ringed  Plover 

March  1 1 th 

Cley 

Sept  2 1 st 

Titchwell 

Dotterel 

April  23rd 

Mundesley,  Paston 

Oct  12th 

Blakeney  Point 

Little  Stint 

April  3rd 

Hickling  Broad 

Dec  3rd 

Cley 

Temminck’s  Stint 

April  16th 

Cley 

Aug  25th 

Blakeney  Point,  Cley 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

April  17th 

Hickling  Broad 

Oct  1 1th 

Breydon 

Whimbrel 

March  8th 

Titchwell 

Nov  4th 

Wells 

Wood  Sandpiper 

April  26th 

Cley 

Sept  29th 

Cley 

Common  Sandpiper 

April  1 1 th 

Lenwade 

Oct  22nd 

Pentney  GP 

Sandwich  Tern 

March  3rd 

Cley 

Nov  15th 

Sheringham 

Roseate  Tern 

June  1 1th 

Scolt  Head 

Aug  25th 

Cley 

Common  Tern 

March  3 1 st 

Ranworth 

Oct  12th 

Horsey 

Arctic  Tern 

April  15th 

Breydon 

Oct  20th 

Mundesley 

Little  Tern 

April  7th 

Scolt  Head 

Oct  9th 

Holme 

Black  Tern 

April  8th* 

Barton  Broad 

Sept  22nd 

4 sites 

Turtle  Dove 

April  15th 

Aylmerton 

Sept  25th 

Weyboume 

Cuckoo 

April  1st 

Three  sites 

Sept  28th 

Holkham  Meals 

Nightjar 

April  29th 

Wey  bourne 

Sept  18th 

North  of  county 

Swift 

April  12th 

Winterton 

Oct  7th 

Brancaster  Staithe 

Wryneck 

April  13th 

Snettisham  CP 

Oct  1st 

Caister 

Sand  Martin 

March  7th 

Eccles 

Oct  28th 

Hunstanton 

Swallow 

March  24th 

Hunstanton,  Holme 

Nov  20th 

Titchwell 

House  Martin 

March  26th 

Thetford  Nunnery 

Nov  6th 

Eccles 

Tree  Pipit 

March  29th 

Langham 

Oct  21st 

Y armouth 

Yellow  Wagtail 

March  30th 

Titchwell 

Nov  15th 

Sheringham 

White  Wagtail 

March  8th 

Horsey 

Sept  24th 

Sheringham 

Nightingale 

April  5th 

Penmey  GP 

Aug  25  th 

Cranwich  GP 

Redstart 

April  13  th 

Snettisham  CP 

Nov  8th 

Scolt  Head 

Whinchat 

April  15  th 

Kelling,  Weyboume 

Oct  27th 

Walsey  Hills 

Wheatear 

March  10th 

Bradfield 

Nov  8th 

Breydon 

Ring  Ouzel 

March  23rd 

Holkham,  Roydon 

Oct  3 1 st 

Holkham,  Lessingham 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

April  13th 

Titchwell 

Oct  18th 

Scolt  Head 

Sedge  Warbler 

March  29th 

Titchwell 

Sept  18th 

Titchwell 

Reed  Warbler 

April  15th 

Titchwell 

Oct  23rd 

Holkham  Meals 

Garden  Warbler 

April  20th 

Holkham.  Matlask 

Oct  18th 

Titchwell 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

April  16th 

Sheringham 

Oct  28th 

Holme 

Whitethroat 

April  14  th 

Holme 

Oct  22nd 

Paston 

Wood  Warbler 

April  14th 

Holme 

Sept  9th 

Holme 

Willow  Warbler 

March  22nd 

Holme 

Nov  1 1 th 

Holkham  Meals 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

April  22nd 

Holme 

Oct  15th 

Holme 

Pied  Flycatcher 

April  14th 

Holkham  Meals 

Oct  21st 

Holme 

Red-backed  Shrike 
*Earliest  county  records 

May  17th 

Holme 

Nov  5th 

Eccles 
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Latest  and  Earliest  Dates  of  Winter  Migrants 

(excludes  occasional  summer  records) 


Departures 

Arrivals 

Bewick’s  Swan 

March  23rd 

Welney 

Oct  15th 

Welney 

Whooper  Swan 

April  20th 

Snettisham 

Sept  27th 

Welney 

Taiga  Bean  Goose 

Jan  19th 

Yare  Valley 

Oct  9th 

Hickling 

Tundra  Bean  Goose 

April  16th 

Holkham  GM 

Oct  25th 

Welney 

Pink-footed  Goose 

May  22nd 

Holkham  GM 

Sept  6th 

Titchwell 

White-fronted  Goose 

April  6th 

Holkham  GM 

Oct  9th 

Brancaster 

Long-tailed  Duck 

April  22nd 

Holme 

Oct  7th 

Three  sites 

Goldeneye 

April  26th 

Nar  Valley  Fisheries 

Oct  5th 

Scolt  Head 

Smew 

March  22nd 

Holkham  Bay 

Oct  30th 

Tottenhill  GP 

Goosander 

June  19th 

Breydon 

Oct  24th 

Mundesley 

Black-throated  Diver 

Feb  12  th 

Winterton 

Sept  28th 

Three  sites 

Great  Northern  Diver 

May  4th 

Scolt  Head 

Sept  20th 

Sheringham 

Red-necked  Grebe 

Feb  23rd 

Hunstanton 

Aug  27  th 

Breydon 

Slavonian  Grebe 

March  24th 

Titchwell 

Sept  12  th 

Holme 

Black-necked  Grebe 

March  26th 

Filby  Broad 

July  28th 

Langmere 

Hen  Harrier 

June  16th 

Cley 

Sept  5th 

Thomham,  Scolt 

Rough-legged  Buzzard 

May  9th 

Sloley 

Oct  25th 

Scolt  Head 

Merlin 

June  1st 

Sheringham 

July  30th 

Scolt  Head 

Peregrine 

June  5 th 

Banham 

July  19th 

Holme 

Purple  Sandpiper 

May  24th 

Yarmouth 

June  27th 

Eccles 

Jack  Snipe 

April  27th 

Welney 

Sept  14th 

Holme 

Shore  Lark 

May  1 1 th 

Holme 

Sept  26th 

Blakeney  Point 

Rock  Pipit 

April  7th 

Breydon 

Sept  13th 

Hunstanton,  Scolt 

Water  Pipit 

April  21st 

Cley 

Oct  2nd 

Hickling  Broad 

Waxwing 

May  3rd 

Trunch 

Oct  13  th 

Langham 

Fieldfare 

June  4th 

Holme 

Aug  17th 

Aylmerton 

Redwing 

April  27th 

Yarmouth  Cemetery 

Sept  19th 

Penmey  GP 

Great  Grey  Shrike 

March  3 1 st 

Roydon  Common 

Oct  13th 

Stiffkey  SM 

Brambling 

May  6th 

Sheringham 

Sept  25th 

Holme 

Twite 

April  21st 

Bemey 

Oct  10th 

Scolt  Head 

Lapland  Bunting 

May  1 1 th 

Blakeney  Point 

Sept  13th 

Blakeney  Pt,  Beeston 

Snow  Bunting 

March  29th 

Holme 

Sept  19th 

Holme 

Pied  Flycatcher  (Richard  Johnson) 
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Non-accepted  Records 

The  following  refer  to  records  where  a written  description  has  not  been  accepted  by  either  the 
British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  or  County  Records  Committee. 

2002 

Great  White  Egret  - Burnham  Norton  Sept  30th;  Black  Kite  - Roydon  Common  June  24th; 
Pallid  Swift  - Cley  Oct  26th;  Red-rumped  Swallow  - Waxham  May  12th. 

2003 

Pea’s  Petrel  - Sheringham  Aug  25th;  Balearic  Shearwater  - Cley  Sept  19th,  Blakeney  Point 
Sept  23rd;  Purple  Heron  - Upton  Fen  April  18th;  Great  White  Egret  - Holme  Feb  13th;  Black 
Kite  - Bodham  April  15th,  Wells  April  15th,  Aylmerton  April  26th,  Massingham  Heath  May 
4th,  Wormegay  May  26th;  Red-footed  Falcon  - Holme  May  12th,  Holkham  Meals  June  1st, 
Winterton  June  16th;  Ring-billed  Gull  - King’s  Lynn  Sept  4th;  Great  Spotted  Cuckoo  - Holme 
April  3rd/4th;  Richard’s  Pipit  - West  Runton  May  4th;  Tawny  Pipit  - Dersingham  Bog  May 
30th;  Savi’s  Warbler  - Hickling  Broad  April  15th;  Tristis  Chiffchaff  - Holkham  Meals  Nov 
6th,  Yarmouth  Nov  9th/ 10th;  Yellow-breasted  Bunting  - Yarmouth  Oct  14th. 

N on-submitted  Records 

The  following  records  have  been  reported  to  either  the  National  or  East  Anglian  Birdlines,  or 
Rare  Bird  Alert  but  to  date  no  details  have  been  received.  Descriptions  of  any  of  these  records 
would  be  welcomed  (for  consideration  either  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  or 
County  Records  Committee)  so  that  hopefully  they  can  be  published  as  accepted  records  in  due 
course. 


Blue-winged  Teal 

King’s  Lynn  BF 

Feb  13  th 

Ferruginous  Duck 

Strumpshaw 

Feb  23rd 

Cory’s  Shearwater 

Yarmouth 

Oct  13th 

Balearic  Shearwater 

Sea  Palling 

Aug  28  th 

Purple  Heron 

Horsey 

July  1st 

Great  White  Egret 

Cley 

March  19th 

Hickling  Broad 

June  7th 

Titchwell 

Aug  23rd/24th, 

Titchwell 

Sept  29th,  Oct  26th 

Holkham  Meals 

Sept  20th 

Warham  Greens 

Nov  15th 

Wells 

Nov  24  th 

Pallid  Harrier 

Dunton 

May  17th 

Black  Kite 

Burnham  Overy  Staithe 

April  28th 

Stiffkey  Fen 

June  13th 

Red-footed  Falcon 

Great  Ryburgh 

May  3rd 

Holkham  Meals 

May  31st 

Titchwell 

May  3 1 st 

American  Golden  Plover 

Bressingham 

Oct  22nd/23rd 

Terek  Sandpiper 

Snettisham 

Aug  2nd 

Grey  Phalarope 

Eccles 

Oct  20th 

Sabine’s  Gull 

Bacton 

Aug  26th 

Eccles 

Aug  28th 

Bee-eater 

Salthouse 

April  23rd 

Tawny  Pipit 

Titchwell 

Sept  2 1 St 

Tristis  Chiffchaff 

Holkham  Meals 

Nov  1st 

Serin 

Brundal 

April  14th 

Warham  Greens 

April  15th 

Common  Rosefinch 

Weyboume/M  'burgh 

May  30th/3 1 st 
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Ringing  Report 

Allan  Hale 

A total  of  43,404  birds  of  133  species  have  been  reported  as  being  ringed  in  Norfolk  during 
2003.  It  is  known  that  this  figure  is  incomplete  with  the  total  probably  well  above  45,000 
which  would  make  it  the  highest  county  total  ever.  The  species  count  was  the  highest  since 
1997. 

Amongst  the  rarer  birds  to  be  ringed  were  Bittern,  Little  Auk,  7 Pallas’s  Warblers  and  8 
Yellow-browed  Warblers.  The  total  of  75  Spotted  Flycatchers  reflects  the  additional  effort  put 
in  by  Norfolk  ringers  to  study  this  species.  The  most-ringed  species  was  Greenfinch  with 
6,05 1 with  other  notable  totals  including  2,867  Dunlin  and  27  Cetti’s  Warblers.  At  one  North 
Norfolk  site,  a Long-tailed  Tit  of  the  northern  form  was  ringed  1st  November  with  two 
northern  Bullfinches  ringed  there  8th  November. 

Thanks  to  all  Norfolk  ringers  for  access  to  their  data,  and  especially  to  Steve  and  Alison 
Wakeham  for  the  Wash  Wader  Ringing  Group  recoveries  and  their  interpretation. 

Selected  Norfolk  Recoveries  Notified  During  2003 

Ringing  details  are  shown  on  the  first  line  whilst  recovery  information  is  on  the  second. 

Age  when  ringed 

1 Pullus  (=  nestling) 

2 Fully  grown,  year  of  hatching  unknown 

3 Hatched  during  calendar  year  of  ringing 

4 Hatched  before  calendar  year  of  ringing,  but  exact  year  unknown 

5 Hatched  during  previous  calendar  year 

6 Hatched  before  previous  calendar  year  but  exact  year  unknown 

7 Hatched  two  calendar  years  before  ringing 

8 Hatched  more  than  two  calendar  years  before  ringing 
M = male  F = female 

Condition  at  Recovery 

X Found  dead 

XF  Found  freshly  dead  or  dying 

XL  Found  long  dead 

+ Shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man 

R Caught  and  released  by  ringer 

RR  Ring  or  colour  marks  read  in  the  field 

Cormorant 

In  last  year’s  report,  a nestling  ringed  at  Abberton  Reservoir,  Essex,  14.05.94  was  reported  as 
being  semi-resident  at  Cley  during  the  summer  months.  During  2003  it  was  again  seen 
regularly  at  Cley  between  8th  May  and  7th  September. 

Mute  Swan 

3 24.08.01  Hungat,  Lower  Saxony,  Germany 

RR  27.02.03  Halvergate,  Great  Yarmouth 

An  amazing  movement.  It  is  not  clear  why  a German-bred  Mute  Swan  would  want  to  migrate 
to  Norfolk! 
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Besitz,  Mecklenburg-Vorpommern,  Germany 
Mautby,  Great  Yarmouth 


740km  WSW 


Bewick’s  Swan 
2 13.03.97 

RR  26.02.03 


A bird  ringed  in  eastern  Germany  on  passage  to  its  breeding  grounds,  then  sighted  several 
winters  later  in  Norfolk. 

Pink-footed  Goose 


4M 

27.07.00 

Thjorsarver,  Amess,  Iceland 

RR 

14.10.00 

Carnoustie,  Angus,  Scotland 

RR 

07.12.00 

Brancaster  Staithe 

RR 

18.03.01 

Anstruther,  Fife,  Scotland 

RR 

06.10.01 

Slains,  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland 

RR 

11.11.01 

Congalton  Gardens,  East  Lothian,  Scotland 

RR 

28.11.01 

ranging  widely  over  Norfolk  (until  28.02.02) 

RR 

27.03.02 

Slains,  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland 

RR 

27.03.02 

Wigtown,  Dumfries  and  Galloway,  Scotland 

RR 

21.04.02 

Strathbeg,  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland 

RR 

29.09.02 

Slains,  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland 

RR 

04.12.02 

ranging  widely  over  Norfolk  (until  14.02.03) 

A total  of  1 8 Icelandic-ringed  birds  ranged  widely  over  north  and  east  Norfolk  during  both 
winter  periods.  A precis  of  one  of  the  birds  (an  adult  male  at  ringing)  is  published. 

Gadwall 

3M  1 5. 1 2.0 1 Lekkerkerk,  Zuid-Holland,  The  Netherlands 

+ 10.01.02  Winterton  Holmes,  East  Somerton  223km  WNW 

There  are  more  Dutch-ringed  Gadwall  found  in  Britain  than  from  any  other  country.  However, 
of  British-ringed  birds,  the  majority  of  recoveries  are  from  France. 

Teal 

3M  14.12.98  Reserva  Sao  Jacinto,  Aveiro,  Beira  Litoral,  Portugal 

+F  15.09.01  Haddiscoe,  Great  Yarmouth  1,531km  NNE 

Only  the  fifth  Portuguese-ringed  Teal  to  be  found  in  Britain  (there  were  none  prior  to  1997). 
This  could  have  been  a cold  weather  movement  to  Iberia  or  the  bird  could  have  been  passing 
through  Norfolk  to  its  regular  winter  quarters. 

Oystercatcher 


1 

04.06.98 

R.A.F.  Sculthorpe 

R 

02.02.03 

Snettisham 

22km  W 

1 

04.06.98 

R.A.F.  Sculthorpe 

R 

02.02.03 

Snettisham 

22km  W 

In  recent  years  Oystercatchers  seem  to  be  increasing  their  success  at  adopting  inland  breeding 
sites  in  Norfolk.  It  would  be  nice  to  think  that  these  two  Norfolk-bred  siblings  had  spent  the 
intervening  four  and  a half  years  together,  but  it’s  more  likely  just  coincidence  that  they  were 
caught  together  whilst  feeding  on  The  Wash. 
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Avocet 

1 

18.06.96 

Veta  La  Palma,  Donana,  Spain 

RR 

01.07.96 

Veta  La  Palma,  Donana,  Spain 

RR 

22.04.03 

Cley  next  the  Sea 

RR 

18.07.03 

Cley  next  the  Sea 

1,820km  NNE 

1 

10.06.00 

near  Snettisham 

X 

25.12.02 

Domaine  de  Certes,  Gironde,  France 

902km  S 

Few  British-ringed  Avocet  travel  in  excess  of  100km.  These  represent  the  first  from  Spain  and 
the  seventh  to  France  out  of  a total  of  14  recoveries  from  British-ringed  birds. 

The  second  shown  is  the  only  foreign  recovery  of  the  year  from  the  colour  ringing  study 
by  the  North  West  Norfolk  Ringing  Group  - sadly  found  dead.  Other  birds  from  this  project 
were  noted  (still  alive)  in  Lincolnshire,  Essex  and  Hampshire  as  well  as  along  the  North 
Norfolk  coast. 

Ringed  Plover 


1 

RR 

RR 

03.06.89 

08.09.99 

27.09.02 

Holme  Dunes,  Holme-next-the-Sea 

Goulven,  Finistere,  France 

Sandymount  Strand,  Dublin,  Eire 

588km  SW 
456km  WNW 

1 

RR 

27.05.99 

29.12.02 

Snettisham 

Chassiron,  Charente-Maritime,  France 

764km  S 

1 

RR 

27.07.99 

11.11.02 

Snettisham 

Cemlyn  Bay,  Anglesey,  Wales 

335km  NNW 

4F 

RR 

RR 

10.03.96 

12.01.03 

22.07.03 

near  Heacham 

Hunstanton 

Roest  Island,  Nordland,  Norway 

2km  N 
1,742km  NNE 

The  North  West  Norfolk  Ringing  Group’s  colour-ringing  programme  continues  to  shed  light 
on  the  winter  movements  of  the  local  breeding  population  which  mostly  disappear  from  The 
Wash  during  winter. 

The  last  shown  was  not  a local  breeding  bird;  it  was  captured  while  still  wintering  on  The 
Wash  and  located  again  in  the  north  of  Norway. 

Golden  Plover 

4 23.10.93  Friesland,  The  Netherlands 

XF  24.01.02  near  Sheringham  295km  E 


Over  50  Dutch-ringed  Golden  Plover  have  been  found  in  Britain,  a total  exceeded  only  by 
those  from  Iceland.  At  over  eight  years  of  age  it  was  elderly  by  Golden  Plover  standards. 

Knot 

3 1 1 . 1 1 .78  Wetshoe-Oude  Bildtdijk,  Friesland,  The  Netherlands 

R 04.01.03  Terrington,  King’s  Lynn  355km  W 


4 24.09.98  Derde  Slenk,  Schiermonnikooq,  The  Netherlands 

R 04.01.03  Terrington,  King’s  Lynn 
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403km  W 


The  first  of  these  Dutch-ringed  Knot  was  caught  at  Terrington  just  short  of  24  years  2 months 
after  being  ringed  in  The  Netherlands.  This  marginally  exceeds  the  current  record  for  a 
British-ringed  Knot. 

Dunlin 


4 

10.05.97 

Velez-Malaga,  Malaga,  Spain 

R 

13.07.02 

Terrington,  King’s  Lynn 

1,813km  N 

3 

27.08.03 

Terrington,  King’s  Lynn 

XF 

06.09.03 

Laguna  Larga,  Villacanas,  Toledo,  Spain 

1,495km  SSW 

The  first  shown  is  surprisingly  only  the  1 1th  Spanish-ringed  Dunlin  to  be  found  on  The  Wash. 
More  unusual  that  this  is  the  first  Dunlin  from  Spain  to  have  been  ringed  on  the  Mediterranean 
coast,  although  there  have  been  a small  number  of  Wash-ringed  Dunlin  recovered  there. 

The  second  was  a rapid  movement.  The  bird  covered  1,495km  in  ten  days  or  less.  It 
weighed  a very  healthy  58.2  grams  when  caught  at  Terrington  so  was  clearly  ready  to  migrate. 
It  was  found  well  inland  in  central  Spain,  but  as  this  Dunlin  was  found  dead,  we  can  only 
speculate  whether  this  migration  route  was  intentional. 

Snipe 

2 27.09.03  Driehoek,  Castricum,  Noord-Holland,  The  Netherlands 

+ 20.10.03  Kettlestone,  Fakenham  253km  W 

This  bird  survived  less  than  a month  from  its  ringing  date  in  The  Netherlands  before  being  shot 
in  Norfolk. 

Woodcock 

4 31.10.02  Weyboume 

+ 26.12.02  Detling,  Maidstone,  Kent  187kmSSW 

This  bird  would  have  been  on  passage  when  trapped  at  Weyboume,  before  moving  south  to 
winter  in  Kent  where  it  was  shot. 

Black-tailed  Godwit 


1 

20.07.99 

Eastern  Iceland 

RR 

05.11.99 

Eden  Estuary,  Fife 

RR 

04.05.00 

Quoile  Pondage,  Co.  Down,  Northern  Ireland 

RR 

27.05.00 

Seaton  Carew,  Cleveland  (until  02.06.00) 

RR 

12.08.00 

Humber  Estuary,  Humberside 

RR 

03.05.01 

Eastern  Iceland 

RR 

09.08.01 

Humber  Estuary,  Humberside 

RR 

07.10.01 

Snettisham 

RR 

16.02.02 

Cley  next  the  Sea 

RR 

21.03.03 

Cley  next  the  Sea  (until  23.03.03) 

RR 

summer  03 

Eastern  Iceland  (breeding) 

A fascinating  history  of  a bird  of  the  form  islandica.  Another  nestling-ringed  Black-tailed 
Godwit  from  Iceland  had  a similar  history. 
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Terrington,  King’s  Lynn 
Kamsar,  Guinea 


4,882km  SSW 


Bar-tailed  Godwit 

6 11.08.98 

X 10.09.02 


This  bird  was  found  further  south  than  any  previous  British-ringed  Bar-tailed  Godwit.  Birds 
occurring  in  Britain  are  of  the  nominate  lapponica  race  which  breeds  in  northernmost 
Scandinavia,  eastwards  into  north-western  Siberia.  Many  of  these  birds  winter  around  the 
estuaries  of  Britain  and  the  southern  North  Sea,  with  some  continuing  south  to  the  Atlantic 
estuaries  of  southern  Europe  and  north  Africa.  Small  numbers  are  known  to  venture  as  far 
south  as  South  Africa,  but  from  birds  ringed  in  Britain  the  southernmost  limits  have,  until  now, 
been  three  individuals  to  Guinea  Bissau.  The  previous  southernmost  country  reporting  a 
Wash-ringed  Bar-tailed  Godwit  was  Mauritania,  from  where  there  have  been  two  records. 

Whimbrel 

4 12.08.91  Terrington,  King’s  Lynn 

R 23.04.93  Bouin,  Vendee,  France  669km  SSW 

It  has  taken  ten  years  for  this  one  to  be  reported  from  France,  but  worth  waiting  for,  as  this  is 
only  the  second  overseas  recovery  of  a Wash  Whimbrel.  The  first  was  also  from  France. 

Curlew 


4 

09.09.98 

Terrington,  King’s  Lynn 

X 

27.04.02 

Ezhua,  Komi  Assr,  Russia 

3,170km  ENE 

1 

27.05.80 

Dreierwalde,  Munster,  Germany 

R 

09.08.02 

Terrington,  King’s  Lynn 

489km  W 

1 

13.05.78 

Esch,  Staphorst,  Overijssel,  The  Netherlands 

R 

11.09.02 

Terrington,  King’s  Lynn 

399km  W 

Many  of  the  Curlew  that  occur  on  The  Wash  come  from  the  Finnish,  and  to  a lesser  extent, 
Swedish  breeding  grounds.  There  have  however,  been  two  previous  records  of  birds  ringed  on 
The  Wash  being  found  much  further  to  the  east,  during  the  breeding  season,  in  the  Komi  Assr 
region  - just  west  of  the  Urals  - in  Russia.  This  third  example  adds  further  evidence  to  suggest 
that  the  UK  wintering  population,  the  nominate  race  arquata,  do  indeed  extend  as  far  east  as  the 
Urals.  With  very  little  ringing  activity  in  that  area  it  is  difficult  to  know  just  how  many  birds 
are  involved  in  such  long  distance  migration. 

The  second  and  third  shown  above  were  nestling-ringed.  At  22  years  2 months  and  24 
years  3 months  old  respectively,  both  these  birds  are  still  going  strong.  Indeed  the 
Dutch-ringed  bird,  only  the  fifth  to  be  caught  on  The  Wash,  is  actually  older  than  the  oldest 
known  Wash-ringed  Curlew,  which  stands  at  22  years  7 months.  The  German  Curlew  is  only 
the  third  from  that  country  to  be  caught  on  The  Wash. 

Redshank 

1 20.06.00  Feldom  Ranges,  North  Yorkshire 

R 10.09.02  Terrington,  King’s  Lynn  227km  SE 

The  British  breeding  Redshank  population  is  in  decline,  so  it  is  nice  to  confinn  the  successful 
survival  of  any  nestling. 
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A PhD  study  at  the  UEA  aims  to  identify  the  factors  which  influence  Redshank  breeding 
success  on  a range  of  saltmarsh,  coastal  and  inland  grazing  marsh  sites  around  East  Anglia.  As 
part  of  this  study,  adult  and  recently  hatched  redshank  chicks  are  colour-marked  using  leg  flags 
with  engraved  letters  and  numbers.  Each  bird  has  a lime  coloured  leg  flag  above  the  knee  on  the 
right  leg.  Marked  adults  have  a letter  and  two  numbers  on  the  flag.  Chicks  have  two  characters 
which  could  be  in  any  combination  for  example,  a letter  and  a number  or  two  letters  or  two 
numbers  or  a number  and  a letter.  Any  sightings  of  these  birds,  even  if  it  has  been  impossible  to 
read  the  characters,  should  be  sent  to  iennifer.smart@uea.ac.uk  A marked  bird  was  reported 
from  Cley  next  the  Sea  on  20.07.03. 

Turnstone 

6 27.07.01  Ujscie  Redy,  Gdansk,  Poland 

R 11.08.02  Terrington,  King’s  Lynn  1,215km  W 

Only  the  second  Polish-ringed  Turnstone  to  be  found  in  Britain  - the  first  involved  a bird 
controlled  in  Essex  during  1974.  This  bird  will  have  been  from  the  Baltic  breeding  population, 
and  been  on  passage  when  originally  caught  and  ringed  in  Poland. 

Mediterranean  Gull 

1 30.05.01  Retszilas-Orspuszta,  Fejer,  Hungary 

RR  18.01.02  Great  Yarmouth  1,365km  WNW 

Perhaps  surprisingly,  this  is  the  33rd  Hungarian-ringed  Mediterranean  Gull  to  be  found  in 
Britain. 

Black-headed  Gull 


8 

23.01.96 

Norwich 

RR 

12.01.03 

Het  Park,  Hoorn,  Noord-Holland,  The  Netherlands 

256km  E 

1 

01.07.01 

Klaipeda,  Lithuania 

RR 

04.03.03 

Great  Yarmouth 

1,307km  WSW 

6 

10.06.00 

Pildammsparken,  Malmo,  Sweden 

RR 

10.12.02 

The  Mere,  Diss 

856km  WSW 

8 

05.07.96 

Rautalampi,  Kuopio,  Finland 

RR 

08.12.01 

The  Mere,  Diss 

RR 

10.12.02 

The  Mere,  Diss 

RR 

05.12.03 

The  Mere,  Diss 

1,898km  SW 

These  reflect  the  origins  of  some  of  our  winter  birds.  Additionally  a Black-headed  Gull 
wing-tagged  as  a juvenile  at  Westemieland,  The  Netherlands  06.07.99,  was  reported  from 
Cley  next  the  Sea  26.09.03. 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

A host  of  colour-ringed  birds  were  reported  from  Cley  next  the  Sea  in  the  month  of  June  alone. 
From  the  north-west  there  were  two  nestlings  from  Walney  Island  and  a juvenile  from  the 
Ribble  Estuary.  From  the  south-west  there  was  a nestling  from  Flat  Holm  in  the  Bristol 
Channel,  and  from  the  south-east  there  was  a nestling  from  a roof  nesting  colony  in  Ipswich 
plus  four  nestlings  from  Orfordness.  From  overseas  there  was  a nestling  from  the  Port  of 
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Rotterdam  in  The  Netherlands  and  no  less  than  eight  nestlings  from  Vest-Agder  in  Norway. 
Interesting  that  birds  originating  from  all  directions  found  themselves  at  Cley  during  the  same 
month. 


Herring  Gull 

1 

24.05.02 

Camargue,  Bouches-du-Rhone,  France 

RR 

29.04.03 

Camargue,  Bouches-du-Rhone,  France 

RR 

13.05.03 

Cambridge,  Cambs 

RR 

15.06.03 

Cley  next  the  Sea 

This  was  a Yellow-legged  Gull  and  this  report  gives  a clue  as  to  the  origins  of  the  michahellis 
race  of  Herring  Gull  that  are  increasingly  being  seen  in  Norfolk. 

Sandwich  Tern 

A bird  ringed  in  Belgium  (age  unknown)  during  1 995  was  reported  on  many  occasions  from 
Cley  next  the  Sea  during  the  second  half  of  April  and  early  May.  Another  ringed  as  an  adult  at 
Falsterbo,  Sweden  was  also  at  Cley  during  the  second  half  of  August.  Specific  ringing  details 
are  not  available  since  more  than  one  bird  was  ringed  with  the  same  colour  combination  in  each 
case. 


Common  Tern 

1 

27.06.98 

Breydon  Water,  Great  Yarmouth 

R 

23.04.03 

Zeebrugge,  West-Vlaanderen,  Belgium 

176km SE 

1 

10.07.02 

Breydon  Water,  Great  Yarmouth 

? 

24.10.02 

Monrovia,  Liberia 

5,267km  SSW 

1 

27.06.00 

Breydon  Water,  Great  Yarmouth 

R 

06.02.03 

off  Guinea  Bissau 

4,778km  SSW 

The  Liberian  bird  was  the  first  Brey don-ringed  Common  Tern  to  be  found  in  that  country, 
although  it  is  a regular  recovery  point  (as  is  Guinea  Bissau)  for  British-ringed  Common  Terns. 
Two  Breydon-ringed  nestlings,  both  in  their  tenth  year,  were  found  dead  locally. 

Little  Tern 

1 28.06.03  Winterton  Holmes,  Great  Yarmouth 

R 29.08.03  Marismas  del  Odiel,  Huelva,  Spain  1,884km  SSW 


1 06.07.94  Great  Yarmouth 

R 12.06.03  Heist,  West- Vlaanderen,  Belgium  176km  SE 


There  have  been  recoveries  of  birds  from  the  East  Norfolk  breeding  colony  from  Marismas  del 
Odiel  in  each  of  the  last  three  years.  Previously  there  had  only  been  four  recoveries  of 
British-ringed  Little  Terns  in  the  whole  of  Spain.  Note  the  age  of  the  second  bird  - but  still 
nearly  eight  years  short  of  the  record.  There  were  re-traps  of  nestlings  from  the  previous 
nesting  site  at  Great  Yarmouth  from  1993  (two),  1998  and  2001,  all  re-trapped  at  Winterton 
during  2003. 
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Collared  Dove 

4 05.01.03  Ormesby,  Great  Yarmouth 

X 05.09.03  Aughton,  Lancashire  324km  WNW 

This  movement  would  have  been  typical  during  the  early  days  of  colonisation  of  Britain  by  the 
Collared  Dove.  Nowadays  however,  a displacement  of  324km  is  very  unusual. 

Green  Woodpecker 

A bird  in  its  eighth  year,  ringed  at  Sheringham,  was  re-trapped  at  Weyboume  3km  distant 
22.10.03.  The  second  capture  sheet  had  handwritten  on  it  “Caught  the  same  morning  as  I 
ringed  three  Pallas’s!” 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

3 23.08.03  Languard  Point,  Felixstowe,  Suffolk 

R 18.09.03  Sheringham  112kmS 

This  bird  was  described  as  being  of  the  British  race  by  both  ringer  and  finder.  It  is  very  unusual 
for  a British  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  to  travel  so  far  - less  than  2%  of  recoveries  are  in 
excess  of  100km. 

Swallow 

3 19.09.00  Rio  Argos,  Murcia,  Spain 

XF  25.08.01  Wells-next-theSea  1,663km  N 

This  represents  only  the  13th  Spanish-ringed  Swallow  to  be  found  in  Britain. 

Grey  Wagtail 

1 17.05.02  Buckenham  Tofts,  Thetford 

R 24.09.02  Zandvoort  Awduinen,  Noord-Holland,  The  Netherlands  259km  E 

The  first  British-ringed  Grey  Wagtail  to  be  found  in  The  Netherlands  and  only  the  seventh  to 
be  found  abroad.  The  other  six  were  all  in  France. 

Dunnock 

3 11.09.02  Gibraltar  Point,  Skegness,  Lincolnshire 

R 01.03.03  Titchwell  25km  SE 

Although  only  25km  in  a straight  line,  we  can  only  speculate  as  to  what  route  this  bird  took  to 

cross  (or  fly  around)  The  Wash. 

Nightingale 

4M  29.04.00  Kettlestone,  Fakenham 

R 28.05.02  Kettlestone,  Fakenham 

R 16.04.03  Pentney,  King’s  Lynn  31kmWSW 

On  average,  only  12  Nightingales  are  ringed  per  year  in  Norfolk,  and  nationally  only  one  of 
every  140  ringed  Nightingales  are  ever  recovered.  Remarkable  then  that  this  bird  was  handled 
three  times  in  Norfolk  over  a three  year  period. 

Blackbird 

5M  12.03.02  near  Burnham  Market 

X 07.07.03  Panelia.  Turku-Pori,  Finland  1,575km  NE 
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4F  18.10.02 

X 13.11.02 

Helgoland,  Germany 

Blakeney 

477km  WSW 

The  longest  movement  of  the  year  and  a rapid  movement  are  shown.  Additionally  there  were 
birds  from  both  Sheringham  and  Winterton  to  The  Netherlands,  two  from  Burnham  Deepdale 
to  Sweden  and  one  from  Norway  to  Sheringham. 

Song  Thrush 

3 24.10.01 

+F  29.11.01 

near  Sheringham 

Beira  Baixa,  Portugal 

1,552km  SSW 

2 18.10.01 

+F  06.12.01 

near  Sheringham 

Beira  Litoral,  Portugal 

1,606km  SSW 

3 30.09.02 

+F  31.10.02 

near  Weyboume 

Orduna,  Vizcaya,  Spain 

434km  SW 

In  this,  and  the  previous  county  bird  report,  there  have  been  seven  Norfolk-ringed  Song 
Thrushes  shot  overseas  - one  in  France,  one  in  Spain  and  five  in  Portugal.  Only  a single  bird 
survived  beyond  7 weeks  of  its  ringing  date. 


Sedge  Warbler 

3 

24.08.02 

The  Island,  Haddiscoe,  Great  Yarmouth 

R 

14.09.02 

Capitaine,  Loire-Atlantique,  France 

656km  SSW 

3 

28.07.02 

Martham  Cess  Road 

R 

14.08.02 

Le  Massereau,  Loire-Atlantique,  France 

658km  SSW 

3 

11.08.02 

Tmnvel,  Treogat,  Finistere,  France 

R 

21.05.03 

Shereford,  Fakenham 

654km  NNE 

3 

26.06.02 

Shereford,  Fakenham 

R 

23.04.03 

Weyboume 

27km  ENE 

R 

10.08.03 

near  Weyboume 

The  first  bird  lingered  longer  than  normal  in  its  natal  area.  The  second  and  third  are  more 
typical  in  that  many  of  our  migrants  might  be  expected  to  be  in  France  by  mid-August. 

Reed  Warbler 

3 05.08.99  River  Bum,  Burnham  Market 

R 21.08.99  Floirac,  Charente-Maritime,  France  838km  S 

A typical  movement.  More  British-ringed  Reed  Warblers  are  recovered  in  France  than  in  any 
other  country. 

Blackcap 

3M  08.09.99  River  Bum,  Burnham  Market 

XF  05.05.00  Katinger  Watt,  Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany  556km  ENE 
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3F 

R 

26.09.99 

29.10.02 

River  Bum,  Burnham  Market 

Odelouca,  Algarve,  Portugal 

1,887km  SSW 

3F 

XF 

14.10.00 

19.02.02 

River  Bum,  Burnham  Market 

Artziniega,  Alava,  Spain 

1,245km  SSW 

A selection  of  recoveries  resulting  from  the  large  scale  ringing  of  Blackcaps  near  Burnham 
Market  during  1999.  The  first  was  clearly  on  passage  when  ringed,  as  indeed  the  other  two 
may  have  been.  Since  northern  Blackcaps  tend  to  ‘leapfrog’  their  southern  counterparts  to 
winter  even  further  south,  it  is  perhaps  surprising  to  see  the  third  bird  in  Spain  during  February 
(even  though  Spain  is  still  within  the  species  wintering  ground). 

Chiffchaff 

2 07.09.03  Icklesham,  Sussex 

R 18.09.03  Sheringham  229km  N 

Only  eleven  days  between  the  two  handlings  - in  the  wrong  direction! 

Goldcrest 

3M  25.09.01  near  Sheringham 

R 04.04.02  Lista  Fyr,  Farsund,  Vest  Agder,  Norway  667km  NNE 

Only  the  sixth  British-ringed  Goldcrest  to  be  found  in  Norway.  The  bird  is  likely  to  have  been 
on  passage  on  each  occasion  of  capture. 

Long-tailed  Tit 

2 08.09.02  Ipswich,  Suffolk 

R 12.01.03  Sheringham  96km  N 

A good  year  for  relatively  lengthy  movements.  There  was  also  another  from  Ipswich  to 
Sheringham  and  one  from  Norwich  to  Sheringham.  Two  together  at  Sheringham  04.07.02 
were  still  together  at  Holme-next-the-Sea  26.02.03. 

Willow  Tit 

3 19.06.03  Shereford,  Fakenham 

R 10.07.03  Kettlestone,  Fakenham  10km  ENE 


Only  10km  distant. 

but  any  Willow  Tit  information  is  welcome  whilst  the  population  level  is 

so  low. 

Great  Tit 

3 24.06.98 

Weyboume 

R 01.11.98 

Potton,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire 

129km  SW 

5F  22.03.02 

Burnham  Deepdale 

R 24.03.03 

Languard  Point.  Felixstowe,  Suffolk 

123kmm  SSE 

Two  long  movements  by  Great  Tit  standards. 
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RutlandWater,  Egleton,  Leicestershire 
Bamham  Camp,  Thetford 


102km  ESE 


Tree  Sparrow 
1 04.05.02 

XF  28.12.02 


Whilst  most  British  Tree  Sparrows  are  sedentary,  this  represents  one  of  the  few  that  disperse  in 
autumn  or  winter. 


Greenfinch 


5M  11.01.03 

Mullock,  Dyfed,  Wales 

R 12.04.03 

near  Brancaster 

418km  ENE 

This,  the  longest  movement  of  the  year  by  far,  is  only  the  second  from  Wales  to  Norfolk. 

Goldfinch 

5F  06.04.02 

Ormesby,  Great  Yarmouth 

X 15.02.03 

Valencay,  Indre,  France 

613km  S 

4M  03.10.02 

Great  Yarmouth 

# 28.10.02 

Antwerpen,  Belgium 

235km  SE 

A pair  of  typical  movements.  The  second  was  trapped  and  caged  in  Belgium  only  25  days  after 
being  ringed  in  Great  Yarmouth. 

Siskin 


3M 

23.10.00 

Gelderland,  The  Netherlands 

R 

17.03.02 

Sheringham  324km  W 

2 

15.02.03 

Garboldisham,  Diss 

R 

02.05.03 

Sangvik,  Sogne,  Vest-Agder,  Norway 

768km  SSW 

5M 

01.02.03 

Grimston,  King’s  Lynn 

X 

30.05.03 

Norberg,  Kopparberg,  Sweden 

1,255km  NE 

A meagre  year  for  Siskin  recoveries.  The  first  is  likely  to  have  been  on  passage  at  both  capture 
points.  The  other  two  more  likely  to  be  at,  or  near  to,  their  breeding  grounds.  There  was  also  a 
movement  from  Garboldisham  to  Scotland. 

Lesser  Redpoll 

4F  28.10.03  Burgh  Castle,  Great  Yarmouth 

R 09.11.03  Anzegem,  West-Vlaanderen,  Belgium  231km  SSE 

Note  the  rapid  movement.  In  the  days  when  Lesser  Redpoll  were  common  in  Norfolk,  the 
majority  moved  to  Belgium  for  the  winter. 

Snow  Bunting 

3F  19.12.01  Zeebrugge,  West-Vlaanderen,  Belgium 

5 09.03.02  Caister  on  Sea,  Great  Yarmouth  179kmNW 

A ‘same  winter’  movement  from  Continental  Europe  to  Norfolk. 
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Sample  Census  and  Observations  of  Breeding  Rooks 

in  south-east  Norfolk 

Mark  Cocker 


Introduction 

It  is  a decade  since  the  last  major  Rook  survey  was  organised  in  the  county  and  two  years  of 
sample  counts  in  south-east  Norfolk  in  2002-3,  particularly  in  the  Yare  and  Waveney  valley 
areas,  suggest  that  the  species’  local  population  has  significantly  increased  in  the  interim 
period. 

This  article  provides  a summary  of  the  recent  counts.  It  also  offers  a number  of 
observations  on  the  rookeries  in  the  Lower  Yare  and  Waveney  valleys  and  is  a valuable 
platform  to  request  assistance  for  a new  county-wide  census  of  the  Rook  population  to  be 
launched  in  2006  by  Bill  Landells,  Bryan  Sage  (principal  organiser  of  the  last  national  census 
in  1975)  and  myself  Anyone  interested  in  helping  with  the  forthcoming  survey  should  note 
the  details  at  the  end. 

Sample  counts  in  2002-3 

Rookeries  were  assumed  to  comprise  all  the  nests  visible  during  a visit  in  the  main  breeding 
season  (March-April).  Anyone  who  has  attempted  a Rook  census  will  have  confronted  the 
problem  that  some  structures  may  be  ‘survivors’  from  the  previous  breeding  season.  Sample 
counts  at  a number  of  rookeries  during  November- January  indicate  that  0.35  per  cent  of  nests 
survive  from  the  previous  spring,  depending  very  much  on  the  tree  species  in  which  the  birds 
have  built  and  the  nature  of  winter  weather.  Rooks  tend  to  add  substantially  to  an  old  nest 
helping  to  indicate  occupancy  in  the  new  breeding  season,  but  to  establish  conclusively  that 
each  nest  counted  is  occupied  would  be  enormously  time-consuming. 

In  the  two  years  of  sample  counts  the  rookery  visits  were  undertaken  between  1 6th  March 
and  14th  April.  Repeated  sample  counts  were  taken  at  two  sites  in  2003  (Carleton  St  Peter, 
Cramp  Comer,  TG  348  035  and  Ashby  St  Mary  TG  329  016)  to  examine  recmitment  at  a 
rookery  as  the  season  advances  and  to  indicate  the  optimum  census  period  (ie  before  leaf  burst 
but  when  the  rookery  has  reached  its  fullest  extent). 


Carleton  St  Peter 
6th  March  59  nests 

17th  March  73  nests 

24th  March  92  nests 

6th  April  94  nests 


Ashby  St  Mary 
1 8th  March  29  nests 

24th  March  33  nests 

6th  April  35  nests 


I would  recommend  the  6th-20th  April  as  the  optimum  period  for  the  census  of  rookeries. 

Table 

During  the  1994-6  census  the  organisers  did  not  always  receive  OS  references  specifying  the 
locations  of  surveyed  rookeries  and  it  has  not  always  been  possible  to  relate  my  rookery 
locations  to  those  listed  in  the  previous  survey.  In  the  case  of  10  sites  (identified  with  an 
asterisk)  I have  preferred  to  given  census  figures  taken  by  Reg  Land  in  1996  because  he 
identified  each  of  his  sites  with  OS  references  making  a comparison  simpler  and  more 
meaningful. 


There  are  three  rookeries  where  I obtained  widely  differing  figures  between  my  2002  and 
2003  counts  that  require  some  explanation.  The  seemingly  large  increases  at  Freethorpe 
(Wickhampton),  rising  from  92  to  136  pairs,  and  Reedham  (Decoy  Carr),  145  to  241  pairs, 
were  a result  of  more  thorough  censusing  and  greater  access  to  the  adjacent  land.  However, 
the  large  decline  noted  at  Haddiscoe  (Dale  Farm)  from  61  to  6 pairs  was  a genuine 
(temporary?)  abandonment. 


Parish 

Location 

OS  ref 

1994-6 

2002 

2003 

1 

Brooke 

village  centre 

TM  287  989 

108 

97 

2 

Bramerton* 

village 

TG  296  048 

78 

101 

124 

3 

Bramerton* 

St  Edmund’s  Way 

TG  298  042 

clO 

9 

7 

4 

Framlingham  Pigot*  The  Grove 

TG  282  044 

42 

79 

91 

5 

Bergh  Apton* 

Manor  House 

TG  304  017 

20-30 

87 

6 

Bergh  Apton* 

Church  Rd 

TG  306  005 

35 

34 

7 

Bergh  Apton* 

Gravel  Pit  Farm 

TM  314  995 

22-24 

59 

8 

Seething 

Old  Hall 

TM  317  984 

68 

9 

Carleton  St  Peter* 

Cramp  Comer 

TG  348  035 

63 

85 

94 

10 

Ashby  St  Mary* 

village 

TG  329  016 

20 

37 

35 

11 

Thurton* 

east  village 

TG  331  012 

50 

62 

69 

12 

Langley* 

staithe 

TG  368  030 

123 

124 

13 

Thurlton 

Lower  Thurlton 

TM  431  994 

91 

86 

14 

Haddiscoe 

Marsh  Farm 

TM  436  987 

94 

182 

15 

Haddiscoe 

Dale  Farm 

TM  436  984 

61 

6 

16 

Haddiscoe 

Thorp  Hall 

TM  438  982 

256 

263 

17 

Haddiscoe 

west  village 

TM  442  976 

112 

112 

18 

Wheatacre 

W Hall 

TM  459  943 

16 

19 

Wheatacre 

W House 

TM  455  942 

30 

61 

20 

Wheatacre 

Gunstead’s  Carr 

TM  467  949 

38 

57 

21 

Aldeby 

Church  north 

TM  452  934 

35 

22 

Aldeby 

Church  south 

TM  452  933 

60 

65 

23 

Aldeby 

Sutton’s  Farm 

TM  454  923 

79 

24 

Aldeby 

College  Farm  north 

TM  458  922 

29 

25 

Aldeby 

College  Farm  south 

TM  459  918 

141 

26 

Topcroft 

Hill  Farm 

TM  268  937 

19 

27 

Topcrofl 

Rookery  Farm 

TM  262  925 

49 

28 

Woodton 

Priory  Farmhouse 

TM  284  936 

37 

29 

Mundham 

Mundham  House 

TM  335  976 

16 

30 

Geldeston 

Geldeston  Hall 

TM  401  923 

46 

31 

Postwick 

village 

TG  296  081 

83 

59 

32 

Strumpshaw 

Buckenham  Station 

TG  349  056 

53 

54 

33 

Cantley 

Sugarbeet  factory 

TG  382  035 

34 

45 

34 

Cantley 

village 

TG  379  037 

39 

34 

35 

Acle 

village 

TG  399  102 

39 

66 

63 

36 

Halvergate 

Hospital  Plantation 

TG  427  072 

59 

78 

78 

37 

Freethorpe 

Wickhampton 

TG  428  057 

92 

136 

38 

Reedham 

Decoy  Carr 

TG  431  039 

152 

145 

241 

39 

Reedham 

Church 

TG  428  025 

37 

89 

95 

40 

Reedham 

Park  Carr 

TG  433  030 

333 

489 

505 
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The  Importance  of  the  Yare-Waveney  Floodplains 

It  is  strange  that  no  county  avifauna  has  identified  the  lower  Yare  and  Waveney  valleys  as  an 
important  area  for  Rooks.  Yet  on  the  Yare’s  north  bank  there  are  eight  rookeries  located  at 
sites  immediately  adjacent  the  floodplain  between  Strumpshaw  (Buckenham  railway  station) 
and  Halvergate  (Hospital  Plantation)  with  a total  of  1,188  pairs  in  2003.  The  southern  edge  of 
the  Yare  and  the  woods  and  plantations  fringing  the  Waveney  floodplain  are  similarly 
important.  The  1 3 rookeries  between  Carlton  St  Peter  (Cramp  Comer)  and  Aldeby  (Church 
north  and  south)  hold  a total  of  1,273  pairs.  Together  these  21  rookeries  comprise  2,46 1 pairs 
and  over  16  per  cent  of  the  entire  1994/5  county  total  (306  counted  rookeries). 


Rooks  (Robert  Gillmor) 


Within  the  larger  area  one  can  see  that  the  two  kilometres  of  carr  woodland  fringing  the 
Yare’s  northward  swing  at  Reedham  and  the  corresponding  2.5  kilometres  of  plantation 
mnning  south-east  between  Lower  Thurlton  and  the  edge  of  Haddiscoe  village  on  the 
floodplain’s  southern  edge,  form  the  most  important  breeding  area  for  Rooks  in  Norfolk.  In 
total  this  Reedham-Haddiscoe  complex  hold  1,490  pairs  - 60.5  per  cent  of  the  Yare-Waveney 
total  and  9.8  per  cent  of  the  1994/5  county  total.  Its  large  breeding  population  clearly  reflects 
the  area’s  high  suitability  for  the  species,  with  birds  having  immediate  access  to  the  huge 
expanse  of  grazing  marsh  on  Haddiscoe  Island  and  also  the  adjacent  areas  of  arable  on  the 
‘uplands’  to  both  north  and  south. 

During  the  1994/5  census,  one  of  the  authors,  Michael  Seago,  started  to  develop  an  idea 
that  individual  rookeries  frequently  form  part  of  a larger  breeding  complex  (per  Bill  Landells). 
It  is  tempting  to  view  the  various  Yare-Waveney  rookeries  as  fonning  a single  larger  breeding 
unit  for  the  species,  particularly  since  all  of  the  individual  sites  are  in  visual  contact  with  other 
parts  of  the  whole.  Equally  the  almost  complete  abandonment  of  Dale  Farm  rookery  between 
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2002  and  2003  indicates  how  Rooks  readily  move  between  sites,  albeit  into  adjacent  rookeries 
in  this  instance. 

There  is  presumably  an  exchange  of  birds  between  sites  on  either  side  of  the  rivers  and 
Rooks  breeding  on  opposite  banks  certainly  forage  side  by  side  when  feeding  their  young.  My 
observations  of  the  large  corvid  roost  at  the  Buckenham  Carrs  also  indicate  that  birds  from 
almost  all  of  the  Y are  rookeries  gather  together  at  this  one  site.  However,  one  striking  anomaly 
is  the  different  roost  traditions  within  the  Reedham-Haddiscoe  complex.  While  the  Rooks 
north  of  the  river  (Reedham)  roost  at  Buckenham  Carrs,  the  Haddiscoe  birds  appear  to  spend 
the  night  in  a roost  near  Fritton.  Yet  the  large  jackdaw  population  at  Haddiscoe  heads  in  the 
opposite  direction  for  Buckenham  each  evening.  Given  the  strong  association  between  the  two 
species  of  roosting  corvid,  it  is  strange  that  they  should  use  different  sites. 

Population  Increase  and  a 2006  Census 

Where  figures  are  available  for  an  unequivocal  comparison  of  Rook  numbers  between  the 
1994-6  census  (and  Reg  Land’s  1996  figures)  and  2003  there  is  evidence  of  a substantial 
increase  in  population.  At  those  sites  with  complete  data,  breeding  Rooks  have  increased  from 
1,333  to  1,916  pairs,  a rise  of  43.7  per  cent. 

In  1975  Sage  and  Vernon  (The  National  Survey  of  Rookeries’,  Bird  Study  25:64-86) 
estimated  the  Norfolk  population  at  6,922  nests,  which  reflected  the  species’  widespread 
decline  after  an  earlier  population  high  in  the  late  1950s.  The  1994/5  census  of  county 
rookeries  indicated  a population  of  15,200  nests.  The  evidence  from  sample  counts  in  the 
lower  Yare-Waveney  suggest  that  Rooks  may  have  increased  even  further  and  myself.  Bill 
Landells  and  Bryan  Sage  are  planning  a full  county-wide  census  in  2006.  We  are  very  keen  to 
hear  from  anyone  wishing  to  take  part  and  you  should  contact  one  of  the  two  addresses  below 
so  that  we  can  coordinate  complete  coverage: 

Mark  Cocker,  The  Hollies,  The  Street,  Claxton,  Norwich  NR  14  7AA.  Tel:  01508  480546, 
Email:  markcocker@btintemet.com 

Bill  Landells,  Northhaven,  Marks  Lane,  Santon  Downham,  Brandon,  Suffolk  1P27  OTL. 
01842  812558,  Email  bland@doctors.org.uk 
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Black-browed  Albatross 
- an  addition  to  the  county  list 

Mick  Fiszer 

As  the  year  drew  to  a close  I sat  at  home  waiting  for  the  evening  weather  forecast,  before 
planning  my  birding  for  the  last  day  of 2002.  With  the  forecast  predicting  strong  north-easterly 
winds  with  rain  my  options  seemed  somewhat  limited  to  say  the  least. 

Thoughts  went  through  my  head;  could  1 make  a return  visit  to  Norfolk’s  first  Pallid 
Harrier  at  Stiffkey,  should  I check  out  the  Crossbill  flock  in  Bacton  Wood  or  go  on  a wild 
goose  chase  in  the  Broads.  In  the  end  none  appealed  sufficiently  and  I opted  for  a morning’s 
seawatching  from  the  private  hide  at  the  Ship  Hotel,  Mundesley. 

So  it  was  that  I arrived  at  the  car  park  just  after  dawn  to  open  up  the  hide,  the  weather 
forecast  proving  correct  with  overcast  skies,  light  rain  and  a stiff  north-easterly  wind 
restricting  visibility  to  about  8 kilometres. 

My  hopes  were  not  high,  if  I was  lucky  perhaps  a late  skua  or  even  a shearwater.  These 
expectations  were  hardly  raised  in  the  first  half  an  hour,  with  just  the  occasional  Red-throated 
Diver  and  distant  auk.  Slowly  things  began  to  improve,  however,  with  small  flocks  of 
Kittiwakes  and  a few  Gannets  moving  east. 

At  around  8.40  am  I was  scoping  a line  of  7 Gannets  estimated  to  be  about  1 .5  km  offshore 
when,  as  they  passed  through  my  field  of  view,  another  bird  sheared  into  sight  and  flew  low  to 
the  water  before  rising  up  again.  It  was  immediately  obvious  that  this  was  not  just  another 
Gannet  but  a ‘mollymawk’,  one  of  the  smaller  albatrosses,  but  which  one ? 

As  the  bird  approached  I was  fully  aware  of  the  enormity  of  the  sighting.  I hadn’t 
experienced  that  ‘gut  feeling’  and  the  bristling  hairs  on  the  back  of  my  neck  since  the 
Soft-plumaged  Petrel  in  June  1997  which  1 saw  from  the  same  hide.  I assembled  the  following 
description  in  the  few  seconds  available;  slightly  larger  in  body  mass  than  the  Gannets,  but  the 
striking  and  exceptionally  long  wings  creating  an  image  of  a much  larger  bird.  It  was  difficult 
to  assess  bill  colour  save  to  say  it  was  not  the  bright  orange  of  an  adult.  The  underwing, 
however,  was  fairly  easy  to  evaluate,  the  bird  having  both  a broad  dark  leading  and  trailing 
edge  to  the  wing  with  no  thumbprint  in  the  ‘armpit’. 

With  this  I was  able  to  clinch  the  identification  of  Norfolk’s  first  Black-browed  Albatross, 
a species  I had  been  watching  at  length  in  the  southern  Indian  Ocean  the  previous  month, 
further  proof  that  the  sea  can  yield  surprises  for  the  dedicated  seawatcher  at  any  time  of  the 
year. 

Editor 's  note:  there  are  four  previous  records  of  Albatross  sp  in  the  county  but  this  is  the  first 
to  be  positively  identified  to  species  level. 
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Sykes  s Warbler  at  Deadman’s  Wood,  Sheringham 
- an  addition  to  the  county  list 

Rob  Lee 

The  23rd  August  2002  got  off  to  a bad  start,  when  almost  immediately  upon  my  arrival  at  work 
Paul  Lee  telephoned  to  say  that  he  was  watching  a Bee-eater  perched  on  wires  by  the  roadside 
on  our  local  patch  between  Sheringham  and  Weyboume,  a spot  I had  driven  passed  not  40 
minutes  earlier.  The  subsequent  pager  reports  as  it  was  tracked  along  the  coast  only  added  to 
my  frustration  and  it  was  not  until  the  afternoon  that  I could  console  myself  with  a belated  stroll 
around  the  area.  At  about  2.00  pm  1 was  on  the  NT  footpath  over  the  railway  by  the  old  bam 
scanning  around  when  a bird  in  a nearby  elder  caught  my  eye.  As  I lifted  my  binoculars  1 
caught  a glimpse  of  something  grey  and  white  as  it  disappeared  back  into  cover.  Moving 
closer,  the  bird  soon  showed  itself  again  and  it  was  clearly  something  of  interest.  Regretting 
the  decision  to  leave  my  telescope  in  the  car  1 attempted  to  make  the  most  of  binocular  views. 
Although  there  was  nothing  else  for  comparison,  the  bird  appeared  about  Willow/Chiffchaff 
size  and  was  basically  grey  above  and  white  below.  At  about  15  metres  range  1 could  see  its 
bill  had  a yellow  lower  mandible  and,  as  the  bird  stretched  up  and  cocked  its  head,  that  it  was 
broad  based.  It  was  clearly  a Hippolais  Warbler  and  one  of  the  rarer  ones  at  that.  1 was 
favouring  Booted  Warbler,  as  the  supercilium  extended  a short  way  past  the  eye,  something  1 
have  not  noticed  on  Olivaceous  Warbler.  However,  at  the  same  time  it  didn’t  look  like  a classic 
Booted  either.  The  bird  was  showing  really  well  as  it  fed  in  the  elders,  mostly  in  the  upper  half, 
working  its  way  up  to  the  top  before  flying  into  the  next  one  and  occasionally  showing  white 
outer  tail  feathers  as  it  did  so.  It  was  calling  frequently,  a Lesser  Whitethroat  like  “tuc”,  and 
flicking  its  tail  about  but  never  ‘pumping’  it  downwards.  1 realised  1 needed  other  people  to  see 
this  bird,  and  as  most  of  the  other  group  members  would  be  working  Giles  Dunmore  was  the 
obvious  choice.  1 phoned  him  to  say  that  1 was  watching  a Booted/Olivaceous  Warbler. 
Unfortunately  by  the  time  he  arrived  the  bird  had  gone  to  ground  and  we  spent  the  next  2'/2 
hours  looking  for  it  in  vain.  Deciding  to  give  up,  Giles  headed  home  and  I consulted  the 
Collins  Field  Guide  back  at  the  car.  After  reading  the  accounts  of  Booted  and  Olivaceous 
Warblers  I felt  I could  safely  eliminate  Olivaceous  on  tail  movements  alone.  I noted  the 
differences  in  primary  projection  between  the  two  species  and  also  the  similarity  of  the  rama 
illustration  to  my  bird. 

Deciding  on  one  last  look  1 headed  back  to  the  bam.  this  time  with  my  ‘scope.  As  I 
approached  I could  hear  what  I thought  was  the  bird  calling  again  and  sure  enough  there  it  was 
back  in  the  elders.  Looking  through  my  ‘scope  I could  see  the  short  primary  projection  (about 
V3  of  exposed  tertial  length)  and  lack  of  pale  edged  secondaries,  definitely  eliminating 
Olivaceous  Warbler.  1 immediately  contacted  the  other  group  members  and  news  was  released 
to  the  national  bird  networks.  Richard  Millington  was  one  of  the  first  to  arrive  and  after  some 
initial  confusion  was  the  first  to  suggest  that  the  bird  could  be  a Sykes’  Warbler  (rama),  a 
recent  split  from  Booted  Warbler.  Ignorant  of  the  features  of  that  species,  I discussed  with  him 
what  to  look  for  and  he  suggested  checking  the  shape  and  colouration  of  the  bill.  Through  my 
‘scope  1 could  see  that  it  was  longish  with  a fine  tip  and  the  lower  mandible  was  yellow  with  no 
hint  of  a darker  smudge  or  tip.  Other  details  noted  were  the  clean  white  underparts  without  any 
buff  suffusion  to  the  breast/flanks.  The  upperparts  were  a uniform  greyish  tone,  tinged  brown, 
with  concolourous  tertials  that  showed  only  slightly  paler  fringes.  The  supercilium  was 
whitish  and  ended  squarely  just  beyond  the  eye.  The  upper  edge  of  the  supercilium  also 
showed  a thin  dark  line  to  it  that  1 had  not  been  able  to  see  through  my  binoculars.  After 
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watching  for  a while  longer  I left  for  home  (by  then  6.30  pm),  while  the  debate  as  to  the  birds 
identity  carried  on.  Although  I had  only  ever  seen  one  Booted  Warbler  before,  I had  seen  many 
photos  of  the  species  as  well  as  some  video  footage  and  I was  struck  by  how  different  “my” 
bird  was  to  the  expected  appearance  of  caligata.  Even  its  behaviour  was  unusual  in  that  it  spent 
all  of  its  time  in  bushes  as  opposed  to  foraging  about  in  weeds  of  which  there  were  plenty  in  the 
area.  Later  that  evening  I read  the  relevant  article  by  Svensson  in  Birding  World  and  after  that 
there  was  no  doubt  in  my  mind  at  all  that  I had  seen  a Sykes’  Warbler.  All  that  remained  now 
was  the  small  matter  of  getting  the  record  accepted  by  the  Rarities  Committee! 


Prints  of  Photographs  including  those  featured  in  this 
Report  may  be  obtained  from: 

Dawn  Balmer,  39  Station  Road,  Thetford  IP24  lAW 
Julian  Bhalerao,  1 8 Brook  Road,  Sheringham  NR26  8QE 
Nigel  Blake  nigel@nigelblake.com 

Anthony  Bennett,  33  Burbeach  Close,  Bewbush,  Crawley  RHl  1 8XR 
Neil  Bowman,  Clare  Cottage,  Eccles-on-Sea  NR  12  OSW 
Philip  Famdon,  21  Silvergate,  Blickling  NRl  1 6NN 
John  Harris,  15  Rockall  Way,  Caister-on-Sea,  Gt  Yarmouth  NR30  5UD 
Tony  Howes,  8 Woodlands  Crescent,  Thorpe  St  Andrew,  Norwich  NR7  6ND 
Barry  Jarvis,  107  Spinney  Road,  Thorpe  St  Andrew,  Norwich  NR7  OPJ 
Andy  Kane,  Weaver’s  Hide,  Cheqer’s  Street,  East  Ruston  NR  12  9JT 
Chris  Mills,  Lilac  Cottage,  Foxley  Road,  Themelthorpe  NR20  5PU 
Richard  Porter,  Kings  Head  Cottage,  Cley-next-the-Sea,  Holt  NR25  7RX 
Murray  Smith,  15  St  Edmunds  Road,  Lingwood,  Norwich  NR  13  4LU 
Alan  Tate,  55  Woodlands  Way,  Mildenhall,  Suffolk  IP28  7JA 
Gary  Wright,  27  Ray  Bond  Way,  Aylsham  NRl  1 6UT 
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John  Kemp 


This  short  paper  updates  a similar  article,  the  Status  and  Habits  of  Whooper  Swans  in  Norfolk' 
(Kemp  1990)  published  in  the  Norfolk  Bird  and  Mammal  Report  1990. 

Status  in  Ouse  Washes  Area 

The  period  since  that  paper  has  seen  a continuing  rise  in  wintering  birds  on  the  Ouse  Washes 
with  the  Norfolk  section  remaining  the  stronghold.  A figure  of  686  birds  in  the  1989/90  winter 
seemed  incredible  at  the  time  but  numbers  have  risen  five-fold  since  then!  It  is  not  yet  clear 
whether  this  increase  is  due  to  recruitment  from  other  sites  or  to  a combination  of  breeding 
success  and  low  mortality.  Probably  all  three  factors  play  a role  in  this  dramatic  story;  what  is 
certain,  however,  is  Whooper  Swan  productivity  is  consistently  better  than  that  of  the 
Bewick’s  Swan. 

Ringing  has  shown  that  Iceland  continues  to  be  the  prime  source  of  our  wintering  • 
population  with  just  a very  small  number  of  Finnish  birds  involved.  This  tremendous  success 
story  runs  in  parallel  with  that  of  another  county  favourite,  the  Pink-footed  Goose,  also  of 
Icelandic  origin. 

Peak  counts  of  Whooper  Swans  Welney  during  winters  1991/92  - 2003/04 


Year 

Welney 

Ouse  Washes 

% juvs 

Year 

Welney 

Ouse  Washes 

% juvs 

91/92 

778 

- 

24% 

98/99 

1337 

(1623) 

18% 

92/93 

860 

- 

16% 

99/00 

1584 

(1731) 

17% 

93/94 

986 

- 

13% 

00/01 

1514 

(1797) 

15% 

94/95 

911 

- 

17% 

01/02 

1916 

(2238) 

20% 

95/96 

954 

- 

15% 

02/03 

2376 

(2745) 

20% 

96/97 

1202 

(1211) 

20% 

03/04 

3051 

(3624) 

21% 

97/98 

1123 

(1299) 

15% 

Figures  in  brackets  show  the  total  peak  count  for  the  entire  Norfolk/Cambridgeshire  washes. 


As  the  number  of  wintering  Whooper  Swans  has  grown  there  has  been  a corresponding  change 
in  behaviour.  The  bulk  of  the  population  is  now  no  longer  concentrated  around  dumped 
potatoes  at  the  Welney  feeding  station,  where  in  fact  the  erratic  supply  of  potatoes  could  no 
longer  support  the  present  numbers.  Most  Whooper  Swans  nowadays  flight  out  to  the  arable 
fields  at  dawn,  along  with  the  Bewick’s  Swans,  returning  at  dusk  to  roost  on  the  flooded 
washes.  Large  gatherings  of  Whooper  Swans  also  now  occur  each  winter  along  the 
Cambridgeshire  length  of  the  washes  and  there  continues  to  be  considerable  interchange  of 
birds  between  the  two  counties,  dependent  upon  flood  levels  and  the  location  of  suitable  arable 
feeding  areas. 

These  flocks  still  do  not  venture  as  far  afield  as  Bewick’s  Swans,  the  majority  of 
Whoopers  feeding  within  two  miles  of  their  night-time  roosts.  Favourite  foods  on  the  arable 
land  remain  post-harvest  waste  such  as  sugarbeet  tops,  potatoes  and  cereal  stubbles  where  they 
do  no  harm.  Flocks  grazing  winter  cereals  and  occasionally  rape  are  more  controversial  and 
the  attitude  of  farmers  to  the  voracious  mass  is  varied,  being  less  welcome  on  winter  wheat  in 
particular.  Nevertheless,  large  flocks  are  tolerated  by  some  farmers  on  wheat  fields  for  weeks 
at  a time  without  being  chased  off  It  is  often  the  case  that  w'heat  fields  grazed  by  swans  later 
look  healthier  than  adjacent  ungrazed  areas  due  to  grazing  stimulating  the  production  of  extra 
tillers  and  more  vigorous  growth. 

Mixed  flocks  of  both  wild  swans  occur  together  on  the  farmland  though  the  larger  more 
aggressive  Whooper  has  ousted  the  Bewick’s  Swan  from  the  relative  confines  of  the  feeding 
station  at  WWT  Welney.  The  smaller  Bewick’s  Swan,  however,  still  roosts  on  the  site  in 
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thousands  each  evening  and  both  species  will  at  times  feed  in  large  numbers  on  natural 
vegetation  when  the  flooded  washes’  water  levels  are  suitable. 

Elsewhere 

In  the  rest  of  the  county  regular  gatherings  are  still  present  in  the  Broads  where  numbers 
reached  149  in  the  Waxham/HorseyAVest  Somerton  area  during  January  1995  and  125  at 
LudhamAVood  Street/C atfield  in  January  1996.  An  estimated  250  birds  were  in  the  Broads 
early  in  1997  but  since  then  numbers  have  fallen.  There  being  no  other  sites  of  national 
importance  in  the  county,  the  species  remains  surprisingly  uncommon  elsewhere. 

Problems 

Threats  to  the  wintering  population  include  powerlines,  that  festoon  the  fenland  around  the 
washes,  and  which  continue  to  claim  a variable  number  of  wild  swans  ( 1 0-50)  each  winter. 
Marking  smaller  lines  miming  parallel  to  the  washes  has  not  proved  effective  as  the  swans 
have  to  cross  these  twice  daily  to  and  from  feeding  areas.  Most  of  these  markers  were  of  poor 
quality  and  are  now  weather  damaged  or  faded  and  therefore  less  obvious,  particularly  in  poor 
light.  Flocks  returning  at  dusk  in  fog,  heavy  rain  or  strong  winds  are  most  at  risk  as  are  those 
less  manoeuvrable  birds  with  mud  laden  feet  after  feeding  on  wet  arable  land.  One  dead  bird 
some  years  ago  was  carrying  nearly  2 lbs  of  mud  on  its  feet.  Burying  the  worst  offending  lines 
may  be  the  only  satisfactory  long  term  answer,  although  marking  a 9 km  length  of  Main  Grid 
line  in  1995  has  virtually  eliminated  problems  at  that  location. 

A more  recent  worry  comes  in  the  form  of  wind  turbines,  for  which  numerous  planning 
applications  have  been  received,  and  some  of  which  lay  across  Whooper  Swan  migration 
routes.  As  much  Swan  migration  commences  at  dusk  or  during  the  night  the  possibility  of 
collisions  with  power  lines  or  wind  turbines  must  be  a serious  threat,  particularly  in  mid-March 
when  large-scale  departures  see  flocks  leaving  to  the  north-west  and  often  remaining  at  a 
height  of  under  200  ft,  until  out  of  sight. 

Changes  in  the  European  Union  Agricultural  Policy  may  also  affect  wintering  swans  and 
also  Pink-footed  Geese.  The  possibility  of  more  imported  sugar  and  a reduction  in  home 
grown  sugarbeet  could  have  a severe  impact  as  this  crop  is,  without  a doubt,  the  main  food 
source  during  the  first  half  of  the  winter.  On  a more  positive  note  the  current  interest  in 
renewable  energy  may  result  in  the  increased  production  of  biodiesel  which  can  be  produced 
from  crops  such  as  sugar-beet,  although  the  establishment  of  such  industries  would  likely 
require  Government  incentives  to  get  them  off  the  ground. 

The  early  part  of  the  2003/04  winter  saw  40  Whooper  Swan  deaths,  with  post-mortems  on 
a sample  of  birds  showing  bacterial  infections  in  the  gut.  These  were  thought  to  have  spawned 
from  a sudden  change  in  feeding  from  natural  vegetation  on  the  breeding  grounds  to  a 
high-energy  food  such  as  sugarbeet  in  some  individuals.  Similar  situations  have  been  noted 
occasionally  in  previous  winters. 

Summary: 

The  steady  rise  in  the  wintering  population  of  Whooper  Swans  in  Norfolk,  noted  in  1990 
Norfolk  Bird  & Mammal  Report,  has  continued  unabated  making  the  county,  and  the  Ouse 
Washes  in  particular,  by  far  the  most  important  site  in  the  British  Isles.  Secure  night-time 
roosting  areas  and  a plentiful  supply  of  food  in  the  form  of  farming  waste  have  played  a major 
role  in  this  phenomenal  increase  and,  although  potential  future  problems  exist,  the  immediate 
future  of  the  Whooper  Swan  is  bright. 

References: 
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Pallid  Harrier  on  Blakeney  Point 
- the  second  county  record 

James  McCallum 


The  16th  May  2003  dawned  with  classic  conditions  for  a spring  fall  on  Blakeney  Point;  high 
pressure  over  the  continent,  with  moderate  south-east  winds  and  hazy  sunshine,  quickly 
turning  to  light  drizzle  then  rain  as  the  day  progressed. 

David  Wood,  Aaron  Bough tflower  and  myself,  all  working  as  wardens,  set  out 
optimistically  around  mid-morning  to  see  what  might  have  arrived.  An  early  morning  look  had 
revealed  only  four  migrants,  but  spirits  remained  high,  as  birds  have  long  been  noted  arriving 
throughout  the  day. 

Our  latest  sortie  started  off  well  when  a passerine  came  bounding  in  high  over  the  dune 
ridge.  Its  size,  shape  and  brief  call  all  suggested  Tawny  Pipit,  a judgement  swiftly  confirmed 
as  it  touched  down  on  a bare  elder  bough  before  dropping  into  the  dunes  to  feed. 

It  soon  became  obvious  that  birds  were  indeed  arriving  as  several  Wheatears  and  warblers 
were  now  in  evidence.  Moving  through  a bay  of  sueada  bushes  we  added  Whitethroat  and 
Willow  Warbler  to  our  tally.  Coming  to  the  very  last  bush  a medium-sized  passerine  flew  up  at 
my  feet;  to  me  it  looked  dull,  dingy  brown,  but  David  and  Aaron  noted  a red  tail  as  it  darted  into 
a large  bramble.  This  suggested  Redstart,  however,  it  was  clearly  larger  and  its  size  and  shape 
were  that  of  a Nightingale.  To  work  out  which  one  we  would  require  much  better  views,  but 
despite  waiting  and  searching  we  failed  to  re-find  it.  It  would  take  further  recruits  before  it  was 
found  once  more  and  its  identity  as  a Thrush  Nightingale  established. 


Pallid  Harrier  (James  McCallum) 

On  the  second  attempt  we  were  joined  by  Richard  Porter  and  with  us  he  enjoyed  the  day’s 
biggest  surprise  as  Aaron  called  “raptor”  when  a small,  slim-winged  harrier  flipped  over  the 
dune  ridge  in  front  of  us.  Raising  my  binoculars  I was  totally  shocked  by  its  striking 
appearance  and  shouted  “Pallid  Harrier”,  a brave  call  had  the  hard  work  not  already  been  done 
by  the  sharp  eyes  of  the  finders  of  Norfolk’s  first,  a similar-plumaged  juvenile,  barely  five 
months  earlier.  Local  birders  had  been  thoroughly  spoilt  by  this  bird’s  prolonged  stay  and  I 
had  been  able  to  familiarise  myself  with  its  plumage  features  and  structure.  Nevertheless,  it 
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was  a magic  moment  as  it  passed  barely  40  metres  from  us  and  fittingly  Richard  Porter  added 
his  seal  of  approval,  having  gone  through  a mental  checklist  of  features,  by  adding  “absolutely 
perfect”.  We  watched  it  head  over  the  harbour  gaining  height  over  the  channel,  before 
continuing  westwards,  passing  the  same  salting  that  its  predecessor  had  frequented. 

Still  in  full  juvenile  dress,  it  was  essentially  a blueprint  of  the  recent  addition  to  the 
county’s  list  of  avifauna.  It  shared  the  same  wonderful  complex  head  marking,  rich  sandy 
underparts,  blackish  secondaries  and  paler  marked  primary  feathers.  Having  become  familiar 
with  the  Warham  Greens  bird,  it  was  soon  clear  that  it  differed  in  several  ways.  Our  harrier  had 
a very  small,  indistinct  grey-washed  rump  patch  and  its  primaries  were  marked  with  a much 
more  striking  pattern.  The  bases  of  these  primaries  were  broad  silver  white,  forming  an 
obvious  white  ‘boomerang’  patch,  which  seemed  to  flash  at  the  climax  of  the  upstroke.  The 
Warham  Greens  bird  showed  primary  bases  washed  with  grey  and  had  grey  shadow  across  the 
middle  of  the  ‘boomerang’  patch.  Furthermore,  towards  the  end  of  its  stay,  the  Warham 
Greens  harrier  developed  a small  gap  in  its  left-hand  wing  and  the  lower  edge  of  the  dark 
shoulder  mark  or  ‘boa’  had  begun  to  show  signs  of  moult  in  the  form  of  some  flecking  on  the 
lower  edge. 

One  thing  both  birds  shared,  and  visible  at  close  range,  was  a lack  of  a pale  eye,  suggesting 
that  they  were  both  young  females  and  typical  for  a bird  in  mid-May,  thoughts  strengthened  by 
both  birds’  relatively  heavy  build. 

When  identifying  ringtail  harriers,  particularly  fly-through  sightings  like  this,  very  good 
views  are  important  and  we  were  exceptionally  fortunate  with  this.  Previous  experience  is 
very  useful,  there  being  no  substitute  for  first-hand  experience;  Richard  Porter  has  much 
experience  of  raptors,  while  the  rest  of  us  were  very  grateful  for  the  rare  opportunity  to  study 
the  Warham  Greens  harrier  over  a long  period.  It  was  this  experience  that  proved  invaluable  in 
clinching  the  identification  of  this  classic  bird  on  my  most  exciting  Norfolk  spring  fall  to  date. 
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Phil  Jones,  24  Church  Lane,  Wolstanton,  Newcastle,  Staffs  STS  OEG 

James  McCallum,  28  Kirkgate  Lane,  Wighton,  Wells  NR23  IPL 

Gary  Wright,  27  Ray  Bond  Way,  Aylsham  NRl  1 6UT 

Martin  Woodcock,  Furlongs,  Long  Lane,  Wiveton,  Holt  NR25  7DD 
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Bonaparte  s Gull  at  Hickling  Broad 
- the  third  Norfolk  record 

James  Gilroy 

The  3rd  May  2003  dawned  bright  and  clear,  with  a light  south-easterly  breeze.  I set  out  early 
with  fellow  UEA  birders  Simon  Mahood  and  Dan  Brown,  in  the  hope  of  a classic  day  watching 
migration.  Conditions  seemed  perfect  for  new  arrivals,  with  a continental  high-pressure 
system  placed  invitingly  to  encourage  exotic  overshoots.  Our  first  stop  was  to  be  Potter 
Heigham  - a site  which  always  has  a slightly  Mediterranean  feel  on  warm  spring  days. 
Optimism  was  high  as  we  made  our  way  down  through  the  alder  carr  to  the  often  productive 
Rush  Hills  scrape. 

Given  the  conditions,  we  were  thinking  that  the  most  likely  notable  find  would  be  a 
Temminck’s  Stint.  Therefore,  as  we  approached  the  scrape,  there  was  a mad  scramble  to 
deploy  scopes  and  speed-scan  through  the  waders.  Unfortunately,  the  Calidris  count  on  the 
day  was  poor,  just  a couple  of  Dunlin;  in  fact  there  seemed  to  be  very  few  migrants  around  at 
all,  only  a few  lingering  ducks  and  a healthy  scattering  of  small  gulls  at  the  back  of  the  scrape. 
We  decided  to  resort  to  plan  B,  sitting  around  and  waiting  for  something  more  interesting  to  fly 
in.  After  a couple  of  minutes  of  idleness,  I poked  the  scope  towards  the  middle  of  the  gull 
flock,  checking  for  any  small  waders  hiding  amongst  the  throng. 

Immediately  my  attention  was  drawn  to  a small  gull  asleep  near  the  back  of  the  group, 
appearing  a little  darker  around  the  neck  than  its  neighbours,  with  much  neater  dark  markings 
on  the  wing  coverts.  As  I watched  it  woke  up,  lifting  its  head  and  revealing  a neat  all-dark  bill. 
Before  1 knew  it,  I was  experiencing  a major  adrenaline  rush.  Lightning  was  striking  twice,  for 
just  two  weeks  before  I’d  fluked  finding  a 1st-  winter  Bonaparte’s  at  Fairbum  in  Yorkshire!  I 
couldn’t  quite  believe  it,  but  it  seemed  I was  now  looking  at  another  one  in  Norfolk  and  thus 
with  a shaky  voice,  I directed  my  fellows  to  the  bird:  “I  know  this  is  outrageous,  but  1 think  I’ve 
got  another  Bonaparte’s...”. 

After  a couple  of  seconds,  Dan  began  swearing  loudly.  Simon  rapidly  followed  suit, 
evidently  1 hadn’t  lost  the  plot  entirely!  The  bird  began  to  move  around  on  the  mud.  trotting 
delicately  on  its  pale  pink  legs.  The  smaller  size  relative  to  adjacent  Black-headed  Gulls  was 
becoming  apparent  as  it  moved  amongst  them.  We  needed  one  more  feature  to  be  absolutely 
sure  we  weren’t  all  crackers,  and  within  a few  seconds  the  beast  obliged.  An  irresistible  insect 
drifted  above  the  bird’s  head,  and  it  lifted  off  from  the  mud  and  flapped  up  to  snatch  it, 
revealing  immaculate  white  undersides  to  its  black-tipped  outer  primaries.  I reached  for  my 
phone  and  broke  the  news  to  an  incredulous  Andrew  Raine  at  Rare  Bird  Alert. 

When  finding  a rarity  these  days,  it’s  impossible  to  relax  until  you’ve  got  some 
internet-worthy  digital  images  of  the  bird.  Miraculously,  Dan  had  remembered  to  bring  his 
video  camera  with  him,  and  he  immediately  set  about  trying  to  ‘digi-scope’  the  bird. 
Unfortunately,  it  was  still  at  the  back  of  the  scrape,  and  none  of  the  gulls  were  showing  any 
signs  of  getting  nearer.  With  perseverance,  a very  steady  hand  and  extreme  zooming,  Dan 
managed  to  get  some  reasonable,  though  distant,  footage  as  it  fed  on  the  mud.  Soon  local 
birder  Chris  Bishop  arrived  and  managed  to  get  some  more  pictures  and.  relieved  we  had  some 
corroborating  evidence,  we  were  able  to  sit  back  and  enjoy  the  bird.  Our  enjoyment  didn’t  last 
long,  however,  as  within  a few  minutes  the  majority  of  the  gulls,  including  the  Bonaparte’s, 
took  off  and  headed  over  the  reeds  towards  the  main  broad. 

We  waited  expectantly  for  some  time,  but  unfortunately  the  bird  did  not  re-appear.  For 
the  remainder  of  the  day,  it  eluded  the  growing  crowd  of  twitchers.  Thankfully,  just  as  doubt 
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was  beginning  to  set  in  amongst  the  gathered  hopefuls,  it  returned  to  the  scrape  to  roost  at  dusk. 
Thereafter,  it  maintained  a daily  routine  of  dawn  and  dusk  appearances  at  Rush  Hills,  and 
remained  in  the  area  for  about  3 weeks.  Although  highly  elusive  during  the  middle  of  the  day, 
its  predictable  crepuscular  arrivals  allowed  many  people  to  add  this  species  to  their  Norfolk 
list.  The  only  previous  Norfolk  occurrences  had  been  single  observer  fly-past  records  at 
Bacton  Gap  in  1967  and  Cley  in  1970.  Consequently  this  was  the  first  to  be  twitchable  in  the 
county,  and  very  popular  with  local  and  visiting  birders.  Its  residence  in  Norfolk  overlapped 
with  sightings  of  the  individual  at  Fairbum,  West  Yorks,  indicating  that  two  different  birds 
were  involved.  The  Norfolk  individual  exhibited  a less-advanced  moult  than  the  Yorkshire 
bird,  with  fewer  dark  markings  on  the  head. 

American  gulls  remain  highly  prized  in  East  Anglia,  despite  dramatic  increases  in 
sighting  from  other  parts  of  the  country.  The  super-abundance  of  small  gulls  in  this  region  may 
be  one  reason  for  the  seemingly  rare  occurrence  of  unusual  species;  it  will  either  take 
tremendous  dedication  or,  as  in  our  case,  pure  good  fortune,  to  pick  a rarity  out  from  the 
throngs  of  commoner  species.  Whatever  the  odds,  gull  watching  remains  a fruitful  endeavour. 
Norfolk  may  be  poorly  placed  to  receive  vagrant  gulls  from  the  west,  but  we  should  bear  in 
mind  that  the  east  holds  plenty  of  untapped  Larid  promise.  Anyone  for  a Relict  Gull  next? 


Bonaparte’s  Gull  (Andy  Benson) 
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The  Serin  - its  History  in  Norfolk 
and  the  First  County  Breeding  Records 

Andrew  Bloomfield 

Introduction 

The  Serin  is  one  of  the  characteristic  species  of  southern  Europe  and  around  the 
Mediterranean.  It  prefers  dry,  sunny  spots  particularly  pine  woods  or  conifer  stands  yet 
occupies  a wide  range  of  habitats  such  as  olive  groves,  orchards,  urban  parks  and  gardens  as 
well  as  open  farmland  and  hillsides  with  scattered  trees  and  shrubs.  It  is  a successful  species 
that,  since  the  1 9th  century  has  expanded  its  range  and  colonized  much  of  central  Europe  as  far 
north  as  the  Baltic  States  and  southern  Sweden.  By  the  1960s  the  breeding  range  of  the  Serin 
took  in  the  Low  Countries,  eastern  Europe  into  Russia,  Turkey,  Cyprus  and  had  reached  Israel 
by  1977. 

With  such  a pronounced  extension  of  its  range,  it  was  not  surprising  that  Britain  hosted  its 
first  breeding  pairs  in  1967  and  1 969  when  nests  were  found  in  Dorset  and  Sussex  respectively. 
Although  hopes  remained  high  that  it  would  spread  throughout  southern  England,  the  Serin 
remained  a very  rare  breeding  bird  with  nothing  more  to  suggest  it  would  reach  the  status 
attained  in  most  of  the  European  mainland. 

By  the  end  of  the  1970s  Devon  had  overtaken  Dorset  as  the  premier  British  county  for 
breeding  Serins,  with  nine  successful  nests  reported  between  1978  and  1985,  although  by  the 
1980s  the  Channel  Island  of  Jersey  hosted  the  largest  population  with  up  to  20  singing  males 
appearing  annually.  During  the  same  period  mainland  England  could  only  muster  two 
confirmed  breeding  records  in  any  one  year,  illustrating  the  hoped  for  widespread  colonization 
of  southern  England  was  no  closer. 

Work  carried  out  for  the  New  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  1988-91  (Poyser  1993)  listed  only 
one  instance  of  proven  breeding  and  it  appears  that  since  then  only  a sprinkling  of  singing 
males  have  been  recorded,  with  the  last  confirmed  breeding  in  southwest  England  during  1995. 
From  such  a rapid  spread,  the  subsequent  slow  down  in  the  Serin  population  explosion  has  also 
been  noted  elsewhere  on  the  continent,  with  actual  declines  occurring  in  Belgium,  Holland  and 
Denmark. 

The  Serin  in  Norfolk 

Here  in  Norfolk,  the  first  record  of  Serin  was  in  June  1885  when  a bird  was  shot  at  Great 
Yarmouth.  With  the  practice  of  netting  and  collecting  passerines  rife  at  that  time,  and  with  the 
breeding  population  on  the  continent  in  the  initial  stages  of  growth,  it  was  perhaps  not 
surprising  that  a further  six  birds  were  obtained  at  the  same  location  between  1887  and  1922. 
Remarkably  the  Serin  was  not  recorded  again  until  1965  when  one  was  at  Holme  in  August. 
Following  another  there  in  1968  and  a singing  male  at  Holkham  in  1971,  the  species  soon 
became  far  more  regularly  seen  with  records  in  all  but  three  years  between  1975  and  2002. 
This  was  perhaps  just  as  much  a reflection  in  the  numbers  and  competence  of  active 
birdwatchers  in  Norfolk. 

Many  of  the  Serins  nesting  in  Europe  migrate  south  to  wintering  grounds  in  Spain,  the 
islands  of  the  Mediterranean  and  North  Africa.  Most  migrate  back  rather  early  in  spring  with 
March-April  being  the  main  passage  period  on  the  continent.  Although  Norfolk  has  produced 
a few  sightings  in  early  April  the  majority  of  our  migrants  have  appeared  slightly  later  with 
mid-April  to  late  May  producing  most.  These  are  typically  described  as  having  overshot  their 
breeding  range  on  their  northbound  migration,  aided  in  many  instances  by  a southerly  airflow. 
Some  late  arrivals,  however,  are  perhaps  just  as  likely  to  be  failed  breeders  from  elsewhere,  as 
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most  European  birds  are  present  and  breeding  by  mid-April.  Birds  of  Norfolk  (Pica  Press 
1999)  lists  six  mid-winter  sightings  that  are  described  as  ‘surprising’.  These  occurrences, 
however,  may  not  be  quite  so  unusual  when  taking  into  consideration  that  Serins  are  now  found 
wintering  regularly  in  both  Germany  and  France,  where  formerly  they  were  described  as  rare. 
With  increasingly  regular  mild  winters  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  if  this  phenomenon 
increases  in  the  future. 

What  is  possibly  more  surprising  is  that  the  Serin  remains  a rarely  seen  migrant  in  the 
autumn  months  in  the  county,  particularly  bearing  in  mind  the  amount  of  birdwatchers  that  are 
active  in  the  field  at  that  time.  BWP  recognises  October  and  early  November  as  the  peak 
period  for  autumn  migration  at  which  time  the  south  and  south  west  of  England  receive  far 
more  Serins,  suggesting  disorientated  migrants  heading  towards  the  Iberian  peninsula  drifting 
across  the  English  Channel. 

By  2002  Norfolk  had  recorded  a total  of  67  Serins,  making  it  as  likely  a county  as  any  to 
attract  a breeding  pair,  an  opinion  backed  by  singing  males  making  prolonged  stays  at  various 
scattered  localities  around  the  county  such  as  King’s  Lynn,  Potter  Heigham,  Sandringham  and 
the  Holkham- Wells  area.  The  latter  area  is  notable  for  having  recorded  more  Serins  than  any 
other  site  in  the  county  and  also  managed  to  attract  a returning  cock  bird  each  summer  between 
1 984  and  1 987.  Despite  singing  his  heart  out  each  year  he  never  did  manage  to  attract  the  mate 
he  so  deserved! 

Norfolk’s  first  breeding  record 

Prolonged  spells  of  warm  sunny  weather  in  the  spring  and  summer  of 2003  made  it  memorable 
with  good  numbers  of  Black  Kites  and  Alpine  Swifts  reported  from  East  Anglia  during  April, 
along  with  a couple  of  Sardinian  Warblers  and  a sprinkling  of  more  usual  spring  migrants. 
Two  April  sightings  of  Serins  at  Mundesley  and  Holme  fitted  into  the  established  pattern,  yet 
hardly  prepared  us  for  what  followed. 

The  well-publicised  arrival  of  a singing  male  in  the  pines  at  Holkham  on  May  26th 
brought  back  memories  of  the  past,  but  it  did  seem  strange  that  on  the  following  day  a second 
male  was  reported  in  close  attendance  particularly  given  how  vocal  and  territorial  the  original 
bird  seemed  to  be!  Longer  and  more  thorough  observations  on  28th  confirmed  what  many 
already  suspected;  the  second  bird  was  in  fact  a female,  albeit  a rather  more  brightly  marked 
one  than  normally  depicted  in  field  guides. 

With  the  male  regularly  singing  from  favoured  perches  high  up  in  the  Corsican  and 
Maritime  pines,  as  well  as  performing  a Greenfinch-like  display  flight  of  slow  deep  wing  beats 
interspersed  with  glides  and  culminating  with  a parachute  like  descent  onto  his  original  perch, 
it  really  did  seem  he  meant  business.  At  most  other  times  the  pair  seemed  inseparable,  feeding 
either  along  the  main  path  (sometimes  quite  oblivious  to  the  gathering  of  admirers),  or  most 
frequently  in  an  adjacent  set-aside  field,  often  on  Shepherd’s  Purse.  Around  this  time  the  pair 
began  to  disappear  for  long  spells  into  the  canopy  of  an  exposed  pine  tree  on  the  southern  edge 
of  the  wood.  Considering  the  time  of  year,  such  behaviour  quickly  heightened  speculation  that 
the  county’s  first  breeding  record  might  be  on  the  cards. 

Into  June  and  there  seemed  little  respite  in  the  male’s  courtship  displays.  His  bouts  of 
song  when  static  on  a perch  were  often  carried  out  with  enthusiastic  fervour;  rump  fluffed  out, 
wings  drooped  and  quivering,  while  uttering  the  characteristic  scratchy  jingle. 

Much  of  the  time,  the  pair  stayed  in  and  around  the  pines  and  the  chosen  set-aside  field  just 
to  the  east  of  Lady  Anne’s  Drive,  but  periodically  they  flew  off  purposefully  and  at  great  height 
to  the  south.  These  flights  found  the  birds  landing  in  meadows  about  half  a mile  away,  and  at 
other  times  descending  into  the  gardens  of  Holkham  village,  perhaps  searching  for  drinking 
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water  or  prospecting  nest  sites,  although  nothing  was  ever  confirmed.  June  9th  was  a notable 
date,  not  only  was  nest  building  witnessed,  but  so  too  was  copulation.  In  the  morning,  after  one 
particularly  long  bout  of  frenzied  song  flighting,  the  cock  bird  chased  the  female  that  had  flown 
up  and  joined  him.  Coming  into  land  in  their  favoured  pine,  she  immediately  adopted  a 
submissive  posture;  crouched  down,  almost  flat  to  the  branch,  wings  held  out  and  pushed  down 
while  holding  her  head  upwards  with  bill  half  open  as  if  begging  for  food.  The  cock  instantly 
fluttered  over  her  back,  appeared  to  feed  her  briefly  before  copulating  just  as  quickly, 
behaviour  seldom  observed  according  to  BWP.  BWP  also  describes  courtship  feeding  as 
occurring  only  late  into  incubation,  clearly  not  the  case  at  Holkham,  as  the  hen  was  definitely 
not  yet  sitting. 


Serin  (Alan  Burtenshaw') 

In  the  afternoon,  the  first  observations  of  the  pair  nest  building  were  made  with  the  pair 
seen  on  at  least  five  occasions  visiting  an  overhanging  branch  of  a maritime  pine  with  beaks 
full  of  vegetation.  It  was  difficult  to  see  what  exactly  was  being  carried,  although  on  the  last 
visit  the  male  definitely  had  a bill  full  of  lichen.  On  each  visit  the  birds  would  disappear  very 
hesitantly  into  a large  spray  of  needles  beside  a clump  of  cones  and  it  seemed  logical  this  was 
the  location  of  the  nest.  What  was  interesting  was  that  the  male  was  definitely  bringing  in  the 
majority  of  the  material,  as  BWP  states  that  it  is  the  female  who  does  nearly  all  of  the  nest 
building;  it  may  have  been  that  he  was  simply  supplying  the  material  with  the  female 
constructing  the  actual  nest. 

After  a few  days  it  became  apparent  that  this  original  nest  tree  had  been  abandoned  as  on 
June  13th  the  male  was  seen  flying  to  another  tree  with  a feather,  obviously  putting  the 
finishing  touches  to  another  nest.  This  was  confirmed  on  1 4th  when  a thorough  scan  of  the  new 
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tree  revealed  the  female  sitting  on  a nest  high  up  in  a thick  clump  of  branches  and  pine  needles, 
on  a south-facing  branch.  By  this  time  the  male  was  far  less  vocal  and  naturally  the  female  was 
seldom  seen,  although  she  was  frequently  heard  calling  from  the  nest,  a strange  wheezy 
“tweet”  note,  quite  unlike  normal  flight  calls.  This  call  often  prompted  a visit  from  the  male, 
who  performed  a brief  song-flight.  It  was  assumed  that  these  visits  were  instigated  by  her  calls 
and  were  perhaps  part  of  courtship  feeding,  although  this  was  never  confirmed.  With  an 
average  incubation  period  of  just  12  days,  it  now  was  a matter  of  waiting,  and  hoping  that  all 
would  continue  to  go  well. 

Unfortunately  events  mysteriously  took  a turn  for  the  worse,  the  hen  still  sitting  on  1 8th, 
but  by  19th  only  the  male  was  seen  briefly  before  putting  in  another  equally  brief  sighting  on 
2 1 St.  It  was  apparent  that  sadly  something  had  gone  wrong  during  incubation  and  with  no-one 
watching  the  nest  24  hours  a day,  it  is  impossible  to  say  with  certainty  what  had  caused 
desertion. 

Due  to  the  potential  threat  posed  by  egg-collectors,  all  bird  information  services  acted 
sensibly  and  removed  the  Serins  from  their  output  early  during  their  stay,  although  the  very 
nature  of  the  ‘grapevine’  meant  that  their  presence  was  widely  known.  The  nest,  however,  was 
difficult  to  see,  and  in  a precarious  position  high  in  the  chosen  tree.  It,  therefore,  would  have 
been  very  difficult  to  reach  without  breaking  branches,  and  as  there  appeared  to  be  no  obvious 
damage  after  the  pair  deserted,  it  is  widely  believed  that  egg-collectors  were  not  responsible. 
The  constant  presence  in  the  vicinity,  however,  of  both  Jays  and  Grey  Squirrels  may  provide 
the  answer.  While  many  observers  knew  that  Norfolk’s  first  breeding  pair  of  Serins  had  sadly 
failed,  it  was  certainly  not  the  end  of  the  story. 

From  June  23rd  the  male  Serin  once  more  began  song-flighting  in  the  pines,  this  time 
three  quarters  of  a mile  to  the  west.  Sightings  here  were  more  erratic  and  it  was  decided  that  his 
whereabouts  should  not  be  made  common  knowledge,  being  left  well  alone  to  his  secret  life. 
Nobody  actually  saw  the  female,  although  the  male  continued  to  appear  in  the  same  area  until 
the  end  of  the  month,  almost  always  in  flight,  although  by  then  his  song  flights  had  come  to  an 
end. 

English  Nature  staff  and  regular  birders  at  Holkham  were  cautiously  hoping  that  a second 
nesting  attempt  was  taking  place,  but  after  previous  events  everybody  refrained  from  too  much 
optimism.  This  all  changed  on  July  29th,  when  the  female  was  seen  in  the  same  area  feeding  a 
newly-fledged  youngster.  Remaining  extremely  elusive,  and  despite  the  male  appearing  in 
flight  over  the  pines  on  August  3rd  and  6th,  there  were  no  further  sightings  until  August  10th, 
when  the  female  was  again  found,  this  time  feeding  two  youngsters  high  up  in  the  thick  canopy 
of  a pine.  At  this  stage  they  were  incredibly  difficult  to  observe  and  there  were  just  two  single 
observers  fortunate  enough  to  see  them.  On  the  latter  date  the  only  reason  they  were  located  is 
due  to  the  youngsters  calling  almost  identically  to  the  thin  contact  notes  uttered  by  a Spotted 
Flycatcher.  The  youngsters  at  this  stage  appeared  quite  nondescript,  small  buffy  brown 
finches,  heavily  streaked  both  above  and  below.  Such  was  their  small  size  and  insignificant 
colouration,  that  they  were  easily  lost  from  view  in  the  canopy.  Assuming  July  29th  as  the  first 
day  of  fledging  and  by  comparing  information  from  Holkham  with  that  presented  in  BWP,  it  is 
possible  to  back  track  and  to  ascertain  the  following  rough  dates:  nest  building  June  23rd; 
egg-laying  July  2nd;  hatching  July  14th;  fledging  July  29th.  According  to  BWP  the  youngsters 
are  only  reliant  upon  their  parents  for  food  up  to  about  nine  days  after  fledging  but  it  would 
appear  the  Holkham  birds  were  actually  dependent  on  their  parents  for  at  least  1 3 days.  Again, 
however,  I must  stress  these  are  all  assumptions  based  on  what  infonnation  we  had,  rather  than 
concrete  facts.  What  was  certain  was  that  Serins  had  nested  successfully  for  the  first  time  in 
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Norfolk,  and  despite  no  further  sightings  after  August  10th,  everybody  involved  at  Holkham 
NNR  was,  not  surprisingly,  very  pleased. 

A Second  Norfolk  Breeding  Attempt 

The  above  unprecedented  events  were  followed  unbelievably  by  another  pair  also  attempting 
to  breed  within  the  county  during  2003.  On  this  occasion  all  details  were  kept  strictly  secret, 
firstly,  as  the  pair  were  on  private  land  and  secondly,  to  avoid  any  unnecessary  disturbance. 

At  this  location  the  male  was  first  noted  on  June  18th  in  an  area  of  open  parkland,  just 
outside  the  Norwich  city  limits.  From  18th  to  21st  he  was  observed  both  song-flighting  and 
singing  from  perches  high  up,  mainly  in  a cedar  tree  in  a mature  garden,  but  also  from  overhead 
telegraph  cables.  The  mature  garden  also  contained  horse  chestnut  and  oak,  and  was  close  to 
an  area  of  scrubby  elders,  birch,  holly,  oaks  and  sycamores,  and  a stand  of  larch.  When  not 
singing  the  male  was  often  observed  feeding  on  the  ground  amongst  the  scrub,  on  open 
grassland  and  in  a rough  patch  of  weeds.  This  is  typical  breeding  habitat  in  Europe  and  quite 
understandably  interest  escalated  on  June  22nd  when  a female  was  seen  for  the  first  time, 
perched  on  the  wires  close  to  the  male’s  favoured  cedar  tree.  Her  presence  caused  an  increase 
in  song  flights  and  also  led  to  the  male  frequently  circling  in  a strange,  fluttering  flight  only 
about  six  feet  above  her. 

On  June  25th,  more  intense  bouts  of  song-flighting  were  swiftly  followed  by  copulation, 
observed  in  the  cedar  tree,  and  Just  like  at  Holkham,  occurring  after  the  female  adopted  a 
submissive  posture.  As  with  the  Holkham  birds,  nest  building  began  immediately  when  the 
hen  was  seen  carrying  what  appeared  to  be  fine,  dry  grasses  into  either  the  nearby  larches  or  the 
scrub  beside  them,  on  at  least  three  occasions.  However,  from  June  28th  the  hen  disappeared 
and  although  the  cock  bird  continued  to  sing  intermittently  until  July  1 6th,  neither  of  the  pair 
was  seen  thereafter.  Had  the  female  deserted  or  was  it  that  she  was  actually  sitting  on  a nest? 

It  is  tempting  to  speculate  what  happened  but,  even  though  no  nest  or  young  were 
recorded,  enough  evidence  had  been  gathered  to  confirm  that  Norfolk  had  produced  not  one 
but  two  breeding  pairs  of  Serins  in  2003.  There  is  of  course  no  reason  why  a repeat 
performance  should  not  occur  in  the  future,  although  the  knowledge  gained  from  past 
experiences  in  southern  England,  hope  of  an  established  breeding  population  is  perhaps  too 
optimistic. 
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NORFOLK  MAMMAL  REPORT  - 2003 


Editorial 

This  is  the  47th  annual  Norfolk  Mammal  Report  and  the  first  since  1 998  to  contain  a systematic 
list.  The  production  of  a systematic  list  was  deferred  in  2000,  2001  and  2002  (there  was  no 
Mammal  Report  in  1999)  while  preparatory  work  for  ‘The  Mammals  of  Norfolk’  Wildlife 
2000  publication  was  taking  place.  Although  work  on  the  book  is  still  ongoing,  being  carried 
out  by  John  Goldsmith,  Martin  Perrow  and  their  team,  the  Mammal  Report  editors  have 
received  from  the  Norfolk  Biological  Records  Centre  (NBRC)  the  many  thousands  of  records 
that  now  make  up  the  Norfolk  Mammal  Database.  Thanks  are  due  to  John  Goldsmith  and  his 
colleagues  for  the  hard  work  they  have  put  in  to  making  the  database  available  earlier  this 
summer.  The  Mammal  Report  editors  have  reformatted,  checked  and  loaded  the  records  into 
their  own  system,  to  which  have  been  added  those  records  submitted  on  paper  forms  for  2003 
and  the  first  part  of  2004. 

The  net  result  of  all  these  efforts  is  a database  of  nearly  39,000  records  covering  virtually 
all  the  species  recorded  from  Norfolk  in  recent  history.  The  vast  bulk  of  the  records  in  the 
database  come  from  the  last  few  years  and  so  some  of  the  more  interesting  and  important 
records  from  previous  decades  are  missing.  For  example,  there  are  just  five  Coypu  records  on 
the  database,  despite  widespread  reporting  of  the  species  in  previous  Norfolk  Mammal  Reports 
and  systematic  monitoring  by  the  authorities  during  the  period  of  Coypu  control.  The  absence 
of  records  of  some  of  our  rarer  mammals,  for  example  many  of  the  whales,  is  noticeable  and 
this  makes  it  difficult  to  put  new  records  into  the  proper  historical  context.  It  is  our  aim  to  use 
the  published  reports  to  identify  these  missing  records  and  to  work  with  both  NBRC  and 
mammal  recorders  to  fill  in  the  gaps.  Such  an  exercise  should  also  be  of  benefit  to  the  team 
working  on  ‘The  Mammals  of  Norfolk’  Wildlife  2000  publication,  ensuring  that  they  have  a 
complete  set  of  information  on  which  to  base  their  species  accounts. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  the  Norfolk  Mammal  Database  is  probably  the  largest  and  most 
complete  county  record  of  mammals  held  anywhere  in  Britain,  and  that  it  represents  an 
important  resource  for  researchers  and  conservationists  working  on  mammals  in  this  part  of  the 
country.  The  value  of  this  resource  only  exists  because  of  the  hard  work  of  those  volunteers 
who  keep  a record  of  the  mammals  that  they  see  and  who  then  make  an  annual  submission  of 
these  observations.  Volunteers  are  the  most  important  part  of  biological  recording  in  Britain. 
Their  expertise  and  dedication  cannot  be  praised  highly  enough  and  we,  as  editors  of  the 
Norfolk  Mammal  Report,  are  very  grateful  for  the  efforts  of  such  observers. 

Mike  Toms  & Dave  Leech 
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Red  Fox  - most  sightings  of  this  species  involve  just  brief  glimpses.  This  individual  in  Thorpe  Woods, 
proved  to  be  more  approachable.  {T(»iy  Howes) 


Grey  Seals  - there  were  vei^  few  reports  of  this  species  during  2003.  (Tony  Howes) 


Muntjac  - the  increasing  size  of  the  Muntjac  population  has  resulted  in  a greater  number  of  reports  from 
gardens.  (Tony  Howes) 


Wood  Mouse  - widely  distributed  across  the  county  and  often  entering  outbuildings  during  the  winter 
in  search  of  shelter  and  a free  meal.  (Tony  Howes) 


; •4 


Sperm  Whale  - the  occasional  strandings  of  these  magnificent  creatures  understandably  attracts  a great  deal 
of  public  interest.  {Mike  Toms) 


Chinese  Water  Deer  - there  are  few  sightings  of  this  species  away  from  its  Broadland  stronghold.  However, 
the  species  has  reached  many  other  parts  of  the  county,  as  demonstrated  by  this  individual  photographed  at 
Cley.  (Dawn  Balmer) 


Colour  map  1 - projected  distribution  of  Brown  Hares  within  Norfolk  based  on  data  from  the  Breeding  Bird 
Survey.  fSee  article  by  Dave  Leech) 

Colour  map  2 - projected  distribution  of  Roe  Deer  within  Norfolk  based  on  data  from  the  Breeding  Bird 
Survey.  (See  article  by  Dave  Leech) 


Submission  of  records 

Records  should  be  submitted  to  the  County  Mammal  Recorder;  Mike  Toms,  c/o  BTO,  The 
Nunnery,  Thetford,  Norfolk,  IP24  2PU.  Records  may  be  submitted  on  paper  or  by  email.  A 
standard  MS  Excel  template  is  available  for  those  observers  wishing  to  send  in  data 
electronically  and  a copy  of  this  can  be  requested  by  emailing  michael.toms@bto.org.  The 
same  email  address  should  also  be  used  for  the  submission  of  records  or  any  queries.  Observers 
are  encouraged  to  submit  articles  for  publication  in  the  Norfolk  Mammal  Report  or  the  other 
publications  of  the  Society.  Please  contact  the  County  Mammal  Recorder  first  to  discuss 
submission. 

The  information  that  makes  up  a record  is  all-important  and  observers  should  attempt  to 
provide  the  following  information  when  submitting  a record: 

Species 

Site  Name 

Grid  Reference 

Number  of  individuals  seen 

Date 

Notes  (including  age  and  sex  if  known) 

Type  of  record  (e.g.  road  casualty,  field  sighting,  caught  by  cat,  found  dead,  trapped) 
Observer  name  and  contact  details. 

Systematic  List 

The  systematic  list  follows  the  classification  used  by  Corbet  & Harris  (1991)  and  includes  a 
summary  of  the  information  held  on  the  Norfolk  Mammal  Database,  both  for  2003  and  for  the 
database  as  a whole.  Two  sets  of  figures  are  shown  after  the  vernacular  and  systematic  names. 
The  first  of  these  highlights  the  number  of  records  received  for  2003,  with  the  total  number  of 
records  held  for  this  species  in  the  database  shown  in  brackets.  The  second  set  of  figures  shows 
the  number  of  tetrads  (a  two  by  two  kilometre  square)  from  which  the  species  was  recorded  in 
2003,  followed  in  brackets  by  the  total  number  of  tetrads  with  the  species  in  the  database  as  a 
whole.  Thus,  129  Hedgehog  records  were  received  in  2003,  with  1,981  in  the  database  as  a 
whole  (including  2003).  Similarly,  Hedgehogs  were  recorded  in  64  tetrads  during  2003  and 
have  been  recorded  from  625  tetrads  in  total. 
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Insectivora 


Hedgehog  Erinaceus  europaeus 

129  (1,981)  records  64  (625)  tetrads 

Individuals  were  recorded  in  all  months  of  the  year.  A road  casualty  in  Ditchingham  on  7th 
January  was  followed  three  days  later  by  the  sight  of  one  feeding  on  food  put  out  for  the  birds  in 
a garden  within  the  same  1km  square  (DF).  There  were  no  other  January  records  but  February 
boasted  five  records  from  various  sites,  and  March  eleven.  A very  small  individual,  ‘the  size  of 
a grapefruit’,  was  noted  at  Seething  on  1st  March  (JGG)  and  was  presumably  from  a late  2002 
litter.  Although  hibernation  typically  ends  in  early  April,  it  is  normal  for  individuals  to  arouse 
from  torpor  fairly  regularly  throughout  the  winter.  On  most  occasions,  individuals  will  resume 
hibernation  without  leaving  the  nest,  though  most  will  move  between  nests  at  least  once  during 
the  course  of  the  winter.  Just  over  half  of  all  Hedgehog  records  submitted  for  2003  were  of 
individuals  killed  on  the  road,  including  the  last  record  of  the  year  - an  adult  squashed  on  the 
road  at  Hedenham  on  13th  December  (JGG). 

Mole  Talpa  europaea 

122  (2,683)  records  78  (746)  tetrads 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  Mole  is  one  of  the  county’s  most  widespread  mammal  species,  it 
remains  heavily  under-recorded.  This,  almost  certainly,  stems  from  the  fact  that  the  species  is 
perceived  to  be  so  common  as  to  not  warrant  recording.  The  lack  of  recording  targeted  towards 
this  species  is  further  highlighted  by  the  fact  that  the  bulk  of  the  records  submitted  in  2003, 
some  57%,  came  from  one  observer  (JEG).  Most  records  relate  to  fresh  earthworks  formed 
during  the  excavation  of  permanent  tunnels.  The  molehills  themselves  are  not  permanent 
features  but  are  eroded  by  weather,  colonised  by  vegetation  or  deliberately  flattened  by 
gardeners  keen  to  restore  the  structure  of  their  lawns.  A small  number  of  records  (just  1 0 during 
2003)  were  of  individuals  found  dead;  either  killed  on  the  road  or  of  unknown  cause.  The  latter 
included  an  individual  found  dead  near  Foxley  with  its  head  removed  (SW).  Above-ground 
sightings  of  live  moles  are  uncommon,  so  an  individual  foraging  above  ground  in  the  car  park 
of  Narborough  NWT  reserve  on  1st  June  is  of  note  (EH),  as  are  four  similar  records  from  the 
Nunnery  Lakes  Reserve  (PJ),  Southwood  (CS),  Gayton  Thorpe  (RO)  and  Ringstead  (ER). 

Common  Shrew  Sorex  araneus 

39  (986)  records  15  (336)  tetrads 

The  Common  Shrew  is  a widespread  species  found  in  almost  all  habitats,  provided  low 
vegetation  cover  is  present.  The  preferred  habitats  contain  a thick  sward  of  grass,  leaf  litter  or 
hedgerow  base,  and  one  would  expect  this  species  to  be  more  widely  recorded  across  the 
county.  Part  of  the  reason  for  the  lack  of  records  is  that,  like  most  other  small  mammals,  this 
species  is  rarely  seen,  although  its  high-pitched  calls  can  often  be  heard  from  thick  ground 
cover  during  the  summer  months.  Most  records  received  for  2003  were  of  individuals  caught 
by  pet  cats,  a minority  of  which  were  uninjured  and  could  be  released  unharmed.  Individuals 
found  dead  in  this  way  do  at  least  offer  the  opportunity  for  identification  and  separation  from 
the  similar  Pygmy  Shrew.  Although,  as  the  names  suggest,  the  two  species  differ  in  size  as 
adults,  there  is  quite  a bit  of  overlap  and  identification  is  best  secured  through  other  features  - 
notably  the  length  of  the  tail  in  relation  to  body  length  and  colour  differences  between  the 
flanks,  back  and  belly. 
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PyS^iy  Shrew  Sorex  minutus 

23  (435)  records  9 (191)  tetrads 

The  Pygmy  Shrew  shows  similar  habitat  preferences  to  Common  Shrew.  However,  it  uses 
these  habitats  in  a very  different  way  from  its  larger  relative,  spending  more  time  foraging 
above  ground,  and  is  generally  less  abundant  with  a larger  home  range  (Michielsen  1966).  The 
species  is  also  much  less  vocal  than  the  Common  Shrew  and  does  not  produce  the  audible 
foraging  ‘twitters’  that  give  away  the  presence  of  Common  Shrew  (Churchfield  1990).  There 
is,  however,  a short,  sharp  ‘chit’  call  uttered  when  alarmed  or  when  two  individuals  meet.  As 
with  Common  Shrew,  most  records  are  the  result  of  cat  predation.  Live-trapping  (which 
requires  a licence)  has  also  resulted  in  some  of  the  records  submitted  for  2003. 

Water  Shrew  Neomys  fodiens 

2 (247)  records  2 (135)  tetrads 

This  is  the  most  distinctive  of  our  shrew  species,  with  most  individuals  showing  a white  belly, 
black  back,  rim  of  white  hairs  around  the  eye  and  white  tips  to  the  ears.  The  Water  Shrew  is 
semi-aquatic,  though  individuals  are  wide-ranging  and  may  be  found  at  some  distance  from 
water.  Just  two  records  were  received  for  2003.  An  individual  was  found  dead  in  a Corpusty 
garden  on  10th  January  (MAB),  the  possible  victim  of  a cat.  The  second  record  was  of  an 
individual  seen  on  13th  January  near  a semi-permanent  ditch  at  Mintlyn  Woods  (PL).  The 
development  of  a new  survey  methodology  for  this  species,  plus  an  ongoing  study  by  the 
Mammal  Society,  should  help  increase  our  understanding  of  the  species  and  its  distribution 
across  the  county  (Churchfield  et  al.  2000). 

Chiroptera 


Lesser  Horseshoe  Bat  Rhirtolophns  hipposideros 

0(0)  records  0(0)  tetrads 

Although  there  are  no  records  for  this  species  currently  on  the  Norfolk  Mammal  Database,  it 
was  known  to  be  present  in  the  county  during  the  1950s  and  1960s  when  acceptable  records 
came  from  the  Waveney  Valley.  There  has  been  one  regular  individual  seen  for  six  winters 
within  a mile  of  the  county  boundary,  so  they  could  still  feed  of  be  present  within  the  county. 

Whiskered  Bat  Myotis  mystacinus 

0 (3)  records  0 (2)  tetrads 

This  is  the  smallest  of  the  Myotis  bats  to  be  found  within  the  county,  although  it  has  not  been 
reliably  reported  since  1987  when  a roost  of  15  individuals  was  found  near  Snettisham  (AEV). 
The  two  previous  records  listed  on  the  database  (both  from  1968,  PRC)  almost  certainly  refer 
to  a single  location  near  Heacham.  This  species  was  not  formally  separated  from  Brandt’s  Bat 
until  1972  and  so  the  two  Heacham  records  should  be  referred  to  as  Brandt’sAVhiskered  Bat- 
the  two  were  both  termed  ‘whiskered’  prior  to  this  date.  The  species  may  also  be  confused  with 
other  Myotis  bats,  such  as  Daubenton’s  and  M.  emarginatus,  the  latter  not  yet  recorded  from 
Britain.  JGG  notes  other  records  not  held  in  the  database,  which  show  this  species  to  have  been 
regular  in  small  numbers  at  monitored  winter  hibernation  sites  through  until  the  mid-1980s. 
They  have,  for  reasons  unknown,  now  virtually  vanished  from  the  county. 
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Brandt’s  Bat  Myotis  brandtii 

0 (5)  records  0 (5)  tetrads 

The  status  and  distribution  of  Brandt’s  Bat  within  Britain  is  poorly  understood,  though  it  is 
thought  to  have  a largely  southerly  distribution  extending  across  England  and  Wales. 
Similarly,  there  is  little  published  information  on  the  ecology  of  this  species.  There  were  no 
records  during  2003.  Previous  records  in  the  database  come  from  1947,  1981,  1992,  1995  and 
1997,  with  the  1947  record  involving  a voucher  specimen  obtained  from  Grimes  Graves  and 
now  reportedly  held  in  the  collection  of  the  Harrison  Zoological  Museum  in  Kent  (JGG).  As 
with  Whiskered  Bat,  small  numbers  are  known  to  have  used  monitored  winter  roost  sites 
through  into  the  mid-1980s  (JGG). 

Natterer’s  Bat  Myotis  nattereri 

7 (288)  records  6 (88)  tetrads 

This  species  is  typically  found  in  areas  of  open  woodland  and  parkland  where  it  feeds  on  small 
insects,  including  both  moths  and  caddis  flies,  usually  eaten  on  the  wing.  Such  habitat 
preferences  may,  in  part,  explain  the  distribution  of  records  within  Norfolk  (see  map),  with 
none  from  the  low-lying  and  relatively  treeless  landscape  of  the  fens.  However,  it  is  worth 
bearing  in  mind  that  the  level  of  recording  effort  in  the  fens  is  lower  than  elsewhere  within  the 
county.  Six  of  the  records  received  for  2003  relate  to  individuals  found  at  winter  roost  sites 
near  Whitlingham  (RJF),  Easton  (JE),  Alderford  (JGG)  and  Wretham  (JGG)  and  involve 
disused  lime  kilns,  caves  or  tunnels.  In  summer,  this  species  typically  roosts  in  tree  holes  or 


Map  1 : Distribution  of  Natterer’s  Bat  within  Norfolk,  based  on  records  held  in  the  Norfolk  Mammal 
Database.  White  squares  - tetrads  from  which  Natterer’s  Bat  has  been  recorded  excluding  2003. 
Black  squares  - tetrads  within  which  Natterer’s  Bat  was  recorded  during  2003. 
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timber  rot-holes  holes  within  bams  and  churches  and  a colony  of  about  30  again  bred  in 
Waxham  Great  Bam  in  2003.  This  colony  atypically  hunts  along  the  local  field  hedges,  nearby 
scrub  and  along  the  sand  dunes  (JGG).  The  numbers  of  records  submitted  annually  have 
increased  in  recent  years,  though  this  is  thought  to  reflect  an  increase  in  recording  effort  (and 
the  ability  to  recognise  droppings)  rather  than  a tme  increase  in  abundance  (JGG). 

Daubenton’s  Bat  Myotis  daubentonii 

8 (385)  records  6 (97)  tetrads 

There  are  surprisingly  few  records  for  this  species,  despite  the  fact  that  Daubenton’s  Bat  is  both 
widely  distributed  across  the  county  and  has  a largely  distinctive  series  of  hunting  calls  that  can 
be  picked  up  on  a bat  detector.  Associated  with  open  wooded  country,  Daubenton’s  is  often 
reported  close  to  water,  where  it  normally  feeds  on  insects  within  about  Im  of  the  water 
surface.  Summer  ‘maternity’  roosts  are  formed  in  hollow  trees,  roof  spaces,  under  bridges  and 
within  buildings.  Individuals  typically  leave  the  roost  to  feed  within  the  first  hour  after  dusk. 
All  eight  of  the  2003  records  come  from  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  and  most  relate  to 
individuals  found  at  winter  roost  sites  along  with  other  bat  species.  Although  this  is  the  most 
abundant  bat  to  be  encountered  in  monitored  winter  roosts,  only  a handful  of  breeding  colonies 
are  known,  some  of  which  are  in  danger  of  being  lost  (JGG). 

Serotine  Eptesicus  serotinus 

2 (25)  records  1 (21)  tetrads 

This  large  and  robust  species  is  usually  found  roosting  in  older  buildings  and  will  forage  over 
parkland,  pasture  and  gardens.  Records  for  Norfolk  can  be  loosely  grouped  into  those  from 
Breckland  (9  tetrads)  and  those  from  the  extreme  east  of  the  county,  from  the  Broads  south  to 
the  county  boundary  (12  tetrads).  Both  records  for  2003  come  from  the  Ant  Marshes  SSSI 
(JC). 

Leisler’s  Bat  Nyctalus  leisleri 

0(0)  records  0(0)  tetrads 

Although  this  species  has  featured  on  occasion  in  previous  reports  and  is  regularly  recorded  as 
part  of  the  Thetford  bat  box  scheme,  there  are  no  records  on  the  Norfolk  Mammal  database  for 
the  vice  counties  of  Norfolk  (though  there  are  records  from  just  over  the  border  in  West 
Suffolk).  The  species  is  thought  to  be  rare  within  the  county.  If  any  bat  workers  have  records 
for  this  species,  the  editors  would  be  very  grateful  if  they  could  make  these  available  for  the 
database.  It  is  odd  that  the  species  was  really  only  known  from  Cannock  (Staffs)  in  the  UK  until 
it  started  turning  up  in  Thetford  Forest  bat  boxes  during  the  1980s.  They  are  now  very  regular 
(JGG). 

Noctule  Nyctalus  noctula 

8 (214)  records  6 (105)  tetrads 

The  Noctule  is  one  of  the  earliest  bat  species  to  emerge  in  the  evening,  when  it  can  be  seen 
flying  high,  fast  and  straight.  Such  early  emergence  was  noted  in  four  of  the  records  submitted 
for  2003,  while  an  exceptionally  early-emerging  individual  was  actually  noted  during  daytime, 
flying  over  the  golf  course  at  Marston  Marshes  near  Eaton  (MT).  Five  individuals  were  noted 
in  three  bat  boxes  visited  within  Warren  Wood.  Thetford  Forest  during  October  (EG). 
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Pipistrelle  Pipistrellus  spp. 

34  (967)  records  25  (368)  tetrads 

As  reported  in  the  previous  Norfolk  Mammal  Report,  recent  taxonomic  changes  have  split  the 
Pipistrelle  into  two  species:  P. pipistrellus  (Common  or  45kHz  Pipistrelle)  and  P.pygmaeus 
(Soprano  or  55kHz  Pipistrelle).  Most  records  on  the  database  cannot  be  determined  to  the  new 
species  level  and  are  held  under  Pipistrellus  sp.  More  work  is  needed  to  identify  the 
distribution  and  abundance  of  the  two  species  within  the  county.  Records  for  2003  involved 
individuals  found  grounded  (either  within  or  outside  buildings),  found  dead  or  seen  in  flight. 
Some  1 83  were  counted  emerging  from  a roost  at  North  Runcton  (RH). 


Nathusius’s  Pipistrelle  Pipistrellus  nathusii 

1 (7)  records  1 (3)  tetrads 

The  status  of  this  species  within  the  county  was  discussed  in  detail  in  the  Mammal  Report  for 
2002.  Analysis  of  recordings  made  at  Paston  Bams  has  revealed  the  continued  presence  of  this 
species  during  2003  (SP).  The  status  of  this  species  within  Britain  has  been  reviewed  by 
Speakman  e?  a/.  (1991). 


Barbastelle  Barbastella  barbastellus 

2 (107)  records  2 (35)  tetrads 

The  two  records  submitted  for  2003  involve  the  breeding  colony  at  Paston  Bams  (where  work 
by  the  Norfolk  Bat  Group  has  been  targeted)  and  an  individual  that  flew  into  a mist  net  set  at 
Shotesham  (JGG).  There  are  previous  records  on  the  database  of  Barbastelles  caught  in  mist 
nets  erected  for  Nightjars  from  North  Norfolk.  JGG  estimates  that  the  county  population  of  this 
species  may  number  as  many  as  300+  breeding  females  centred  on  perhaps  less  than  a dozen 
breeding  colonies  across  the  county,  with  North  Norfolk  and  Breckland  being  especially 
favoured. 


Brown  Long-eared  Bat  Plecotus  auritus 

4 (387)  records  4 (175)  tetrads 

The  Brown  Long-eared  Bat  is  closely  associated  with  woodland  where  it  gleans  insects  from 
vegetation.  The  four  records  submitted  for  2003  included  an  individual  caught  by  a cat  (RO), 
one  found  dead  at  Gressenhall  (PL)  and  one  seen  ‘legging  it  across  a lawn  for  reasons 
unknown’  which  was  rescued  and  placed  on  a toolshed  roof  where  it  promptly  hid  (PL).  The 
records  held  on  the  database  for  this  species  reveal  a scattered  distribution,  with  a few  clumps 
of  records  related  to  the  recording  efforts  of  particular  individuals  or  where  there  are  good 
areas  of  woodland. 
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Lagomorpha 


Rabbit  Oryctolagus  cuniculus 

185  (2,251)  records  67  (673)  tetrads 

A widespread  and  commonly  reported  species  that,  like  Mole,  is  heavily  under-recorded 
because  it  is  perceived  to  be  so  common.  Records  from  2003  come  from  throughout  the  year 
and  include  a good  number  of  winter  observations,  one  of  which  involved  an  individual  seen 
stripping  bark  from  the  fallen  branches  of  a Scots  Pine  on  13th  February  (MJ).  The  first  young 
were  reported  on  6th  March  (BG),  with  two  youngsters  seen  in  the  road  at  Docking  (EH). 
Noticeably  dark,  almost  black,  individuals  were  reported  from  King’s  Lynn  on  30th  May  (EH) 
and  Shingham  on  17th  June  (JEG).  Only  a single  individual  showing  signs  of  Myxomatosis 
was  reported  during  the  year  (Gayton  Thorpe,  2nd  July  RO). 


Map  2:  Distribution  of  Rabbit  within  Norfolk,  based  on  records  held  in  the  Norfolk  Mammal  Database. 
White  squares  - tetrads  from  which  Rabbit  has  been  recorded  excluding  2003. 

Black  squares  - tetrads  within  which  Rabbit  was  recorded  during  2003. 

Brown  Hare  Lepus  europaeus 

316  (2,794)  records  162  (750)  tetrads 

For  part  of  the  year  (February  to  May),  Brown  Hares  are  obvious  within  their  favoured  arable 
habitats  and  are  well-recorded  from  across  the  county.  Outside  this  period,  a change  in  their 
behaviour  and  the  increased  height  of  vegetation  probably  contributes  to  fewer  records.  Some 
1 4%  of  records  for  2003  are  known  to  refer  to  individuals  killed  by  motor  traffic;  the  remainder 
are  simply  recorded  as  field  observations.  Illegal  hare  coursing  is  still  a problem  on  some 
estates,  especially  in  the  west  of  the  county,  and  looks  likely  to  remain  so  for  some  time  to 
come. 
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Rodentia 


Red  Squirrel  Sciurus  vulgaris 

1 (789)  records  1 (284)  tetrads 

The  demise  of  the  Red  Squirrel  within  Norfolk  has  been  well  documented  (within  previous 
Norfolk  Mammal  Reports),  as  have  recent  attempts  at  reintroduction.  Set  against  this 
background  comes  a single,  and  most  intriguing,  2003  record  from  North  Elmham  which 
describes  an  individual  running  across  the  road  into  the  allotments  on  8th  September  (ER).  The 
observer  describes  this  as  Wo/  a reddish  grey.  Had  tufts  on  its  ears  and  a big  tail. ' which  may 
just  suggest  that  at  least  some  individuals  remain  at  very  low  density  within  the  county,  outside 
of  those  areas  where  releases  have  taken  place.  Further  confirmation  of  the  situation  in  the 
North  Elmham  area  is  required. 

Grey  Squirrel  Sciurus  carolinensis 

285  (2,079)  records  96  (585)  tetrads 

The  introduced  and  now  naturalized  American  Grey  Squirrel  is  a familiar  sight  to  most  people, 
occurring  as  it  does  in  a wide  range  of  habitats  containing  mature  trees.  Most  records  either 
relate  to  individuals  seen  visiting  gardens  to  raid  bird  feeders  or  crossing  roads.  In  the  centre  of 
Thetford,  the  small  population  within  King’s  House  gardens  has  finally  crossed  a busy  urban 
road  (with  no  tree  cover)  to  reach  a garden  feeding  station.  Now  that  this  has  been  discovered, 
the  squirrels  are  regular  visitors  (MPT).  With  no  leaves  on  the  trees,  late  winter  and  early 
spring  is  perhaps  the  best  time  of  year  to  watch  Grey  Squirrels  and  their  skilful  chases  through 
the  branches  that  precede  the  breeding  season. 

Bank  Vole  Clethrionomys  glareolus 

15  (645)  records  8 (237)  tetrads 

Within  Britain,  the  preferred  habitat  of  Bank  Voles  is  mature  deciduous  woodland  with  a good 
field  layer,  although  they  may  also  be  found  in  hedgerows,  conifer  stands  and  even  grassland. 
Most  of  the  1 5 records  received  for  2003  were  of  individuals  caught  by  pet  cats.  There  was  one 
reported  as  a road  casualty  from  Bridgham  (MJ)  and  one  seen  over  several  days  taking 
sunflower  seed  put  out  for  the  birds  in  a Holt  garden  (ART). 

Field  Vole  Microtus  agrestis 

73  ( 1,426)  records  12  (398)  tetrads 

A good  number  of  records  this  year,  though  largely  due  to  the  effort  of  one  or  more  cats 
operating  in  a garden  at  Burefield,  Homing  (EG)  which  accounted  for  about  half  of  those 
recorded. 

Water  Vole  Arvicola  terrestris 

47  (1,107)  records  32  (397)  tetrads 

Just  three  of  the  submitted  records  referred  to  individuals  that  may  have  been  the  victims  of  cat 
predation,  the  remainder  being  largely  the  result  of  survey  work  carried  out  as  part  of  the 
Wensum  Water  Vole  Survey.  Observations  of  the  characteristic  burrows,  clippings  and 
droppings  offer  the  best  means  of  recording  this  species  at  Norfolk  sites.  The  burrowing  efforts 
of  one  or  more  individuals  were  noted  to  be  undermining  a wall  of  archaeological  importance 
at  Topcroft  (HP).  Records  concerning  the  sighting  of  live  individuals  included  a record  of  two 
visiting  a garden  pond  at  Great  Moulton  every  evening  for  carrot  (SMP). 
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Wood  Mouse  Apodemus  sylvaticus 

43  (1,384)  records  9 (399)  tetrads 

The  Wood  Mouse  was  one  of  several  small  mammal  species  to  be  recorded  through  the 
live-trapping  work  being  carried  out  by  JC  at  Catfield  Hall.  Virtually  every  other  submitted 
record  comes  from  cat  predation,  a pattern  that  is  largely  consistent  from  year  to  year. 

Yellow-necked  Mouse  Apodemus  flavicoUis 

0 (37)  records  0 (17)  tetrads 

No  records  received  this  year  for  a species  that  appears  to  have  a toehold  in  the  county,  though 
great  care  is  needed  when  separating  this  species  from  the  closely  related  Wood  Mouse. 

Harvest  Mouse  Micromys  minutus 

38  (649)  records  13  (232)  tetrads 

The  efforts  of  MAB  and  her  systematic  searches  for  evidence  of  Harvest  Mice  in  the  Corpusty 
area  continue  to  give  an  indication  of  just  how  widespread  this  species  may  actually  be  within 
the  county. 

House  Mouse  Mus  musculus 

(703)  records  4 (325)  tetrads 

Just  four  records  reported  for  2003,  including  one  most  probably  taken  by  a cat  and  found  dead 
in  an  Edgefield  garden  (IFK). 

Brown  Rat  Rattus  norvegicus 

38  (1,249)  records  31  (500)  tetrads 

The  Brown  Rat  is  probably  the  most  familiar  of  the  small  mammal  species  to  be  encountered  in 
a largely  rural  county  like  Norfolk.  Despite  this,  the  38  records  show  the  species  to  be  heavily 
under-recorded.  Records  are  spread  throughout  the  year  and  there  is  no  suggestion,  for  2003  at 
least,  of  the  expected  post-harvest  peak  when  the  post-breeding  population  should  be  at  its 
most  visible.  One  rather  alarming  individual  was  seen  with  its  teeth  firmly  locked  into  the  spine 
of  a young  rabbit,  at  least  as  big  as  the  rat,  on  the  road  and  running  as  one  ‘piggy-back’ 
creature,  steering  off  the  road  when  a car  approached  (DM). 

Ship  Rat  Rattus  rattus 

0 (8)  records  0 (6)  tetrads 

Although  formerly  widespread  in  Britain,  the  Black  Rat  has  virtually  been  replaced  by  the 
Brown  Rat.  The  status  of  this  species  was  reviewed  by  Twigg  (1992)  and  only  a handful  of 
colonies  now  remain.  It  is  worth  stressing  that  the  black  fur  is  not  diagnostic.  A proportion  of 
Brown  Rats  are  black  and  many  Black  Rats  are  brown.  The  two  species  can  be  very  similar  in 
appearance  and  are  best  separated  in  the  hand,  where  the  thin,  almost  hairless  ears  of  the  Black 
Rat  are  diagnostic.  It  is  just  possible  that  none  of  the  eight  records  on  the  database  listed  as 
Black  Rat  are  actually  of  this  species,  though  earlier  records  not  yet  on  the  system  but  with 
more  detail,  most  definitely  are,  including  one  from  1959  found  in  premises  adjacent  to  the 
River  Yare  in  Norwich. 

Common  Dormouse  Muscardinus  avellanarius 

0 (6)  records  0 (6)  tetrads 

The  status  of  this  species  within  the  county  has  been  the  subject  of  much  discussion,  based  on  a 
handful  of  seemingly  reliable  records  that  go  back  over  many  years.  There  are  areas  of 
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apparently  suitable  habitat  and  it  may  be  possible  for  a successful  reintroduction  to  take  place 
at  some  stage  in  the  future  if  thought  to  be  appropriate. 

Coypu  Myocastor  coypus 

0 (5)  records  0 (5)  tetrads 

As  noted  elsewhere  in  this  report,  the  Norfolk  Mammal  Database  is  far  from  complete  as  far 
as  records  of  Coypu  are  concerned.  Although  no  longer  present  in  the  wild,  this  introduced 
species  will  be  familiar  to  most  for  the  damage  it  did  to  the  Broads  and  crops,  when  it 
managed  to  sustain  a feral  population,  and  for  the  massive  response  to  control  and  then 
eradicate  it. 


Cetacea 


Minke  Whale  Balaenoptera  acutorostrata 

0 (10)  records  0 (9  tetrads) 

Seago  (1992)  gives  a review  of  Minke  strandings  on  the  Norfolk  coast  and  notes  that  a 
complete  record  of  strandings  since  1913  has  been  maintained  by  the  Trustees  of  the  British 
Museum.  It  should  be  noted  that  some  additional  records  of  this  species  appear  in  previous 
mammal  reports  but  are  not  listed  in  Seago’s  paper. 

Fin  Whale  Balaenoptera  physalus 

1 (1)  records  1 (1)  tetrads 

An  upper  jawbone  of  this  species  was  found  by  Godfrey  Sayers,  next  to  the  carcass  of  the 
Sperm  Whale  beached  on  the  saltmarshes  near  Stiffkey.  Dr  Chris  Smeek  of  the  Natural  History 
Museum  of  the  Netherlands  confirmed  the  identification  of  the  jawbone.  This  represents 
another  new  species  of  cetacean  for  Norfolk. 

Sei  Whale  Balaenoptera  borealis 

0(1)  records  0(1)  tetrads 

There  have  not  been  any  records  since  the  44ft  long  individual  found  stranded  at  Waxham  Gap 
on  1 6th  July  1971. 

Sperm  Whale  Physeter  catodon 

1 (5)  records  2 (6)  tetrads 

A much-publicised  individual  was  found  dead  in  the  Wash  (Great  Ouse  River),  first  seen  on 
23rd  January,  and  stuck  on  a sandbank  before  the  carcass  could  be  towed  to  Heacham  for 
disposal.  The  EDP  reported  that  the  individual  refloated  on  a high  tide  and  was  then  beached  at 
Stiffkey,  hence  being  reported  from  two  different  tetrads. 

Northern  Bottlenose  Whale  Hyperoodon  ampidlatus 

0 (6)  records  0 (5)  tetrads 

A species  that  has  been  found  stranded  on  the  Norfolk  coastline  rather  infrequently. 

Sowerby’s  Beaked  Whale  Mesoplodon  hidens 

0 (1)  records  0 (1)  tetrads 

A 10ft  6in  long  individual  beached  at  Happisburgh  in  August  1952. 
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Cuvier’s  Beaked  Whale  Ziphius  cavirostris 

0 (3)  records  0 (I)  tetrads 

All  three  records  on  the  database  refer  to  the  same  individual,  reported  in  the  mammal  report 
for  2002. 

Harbour  Porpoise  Phocoena phocoena 

26  (246)  records  14  (41)  tetrads 

All  26  records  submitted  for  2003  came  from  East  Norfolk,  with  none  from  off  Scolt  Head 
Island,  Titchwell  or  Holkham  - all  sites  from  which  the  species  has  been  reported  in  previous 
years.  All  bar  one  of  the  records  from  2003  refer  to  individuals  seen  at  sea,  the  single  individual 
found  dead  was  on  the  beach  near  Horsey  (CG).  There  are  a significant  number  of  old  records 
for  this  species  not  yet  on  the  database. 

Common  Dolphin  Delphinus  delphis 

0 (7)  records  0 (5)  tetrads 

Occasional  single  strandings  have  been  reported  in  the  past,  together  with  a group  of  20  that 
entered  the  River  Nene  and  worked  their  way  upstream  as  far  as  Whittlesey  during  November 
1947. 

Bottlenose  Dolphin  Tursiops  truncatus 

0 (9)  records  0 (9)  tetrads 

Small  populations  of  this  species  occur  in  scattered  localities  in  estuaries  and  bays  around  the 
west  and  north  of  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  species  is  scarce  within  the  southern  North  Sea. 

White-beaked  Dolphin  Lagenorhynchus  albirostris 

0 (21)  records  0 (16)  tetrads 

This  large  and  robust  dolphin  is  normally  seen  off  northern  Scotland  and  western  Ireland, 
although  it  is  an  occasional  visitor  to  the  southern  part  of  the  North  Sea. 

False  Killer  Whale  Pseudorca  crassidens 

0(1)  records  0(1)  tetrads 

A rare  invasion  took  place  towards  the  end  of  1935,  part  of  which  involved  the  stranding  of  a 
school  of  eight  in  Wooton  Creek,  the  Wash  on  18th  November. 

Long-finned  Pilot  Whale  Globicephala  melas 

0 (6)  records  0 (5)  tetrads 

Last  reported  in  1992  when  one  was  found  dead  on  Scolt  Head  Island. 

Carnivora 


Red  Fox  Vulpes  vulpes 

95  (1,434)  records  61  (557)  tetrads 

Sightings  of  this  species  during  2003  typically  involved  just  brief  glimpses.  However,  some 
individuals  may  be  more  confiding,  especially  when  regular  visitors  to  gardens.  One  individual 
was  noted  feeding  on  fallen  apples  and  plums  (Foxes  are  omnivorous  and  eat  a wider  range  of 
foods  than  many  people  realise)  in  a Corpusty  garden  (MAB).  Cubs  were  noted  from  just  one 
location  during  2003,  with  three  seen  playing  in  the  open  at  Postwick  Marsh  on  29th  June 
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(AH).  AH  also  noted  an  amazing  gathering  of  13  feeding  together  at  Thorpe  Woods,  where 
they  are  fed,  and  these  must  have  included  cubs,  though  this  not  mentioned  in  the  report 
received.  Control  of  foxes  on  Norfolk  estates  continues,  though  few  reports  are  received,  and 
2003  had  the  usual  number  of  records  of  individuals  killed  on  the  road.  Curiously,  one 
individual  was  found  dead  floating  in  Ranworth  Broad  on  1 8th  May  (MT). 

Stoat  Mustela  erminea 

113  (2,579)  records  75  (763)  tetrads 

Stoats  are  widely  reported  from  across  the  county  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  are 
more  Stoat  records  on  the  database  than  there  are  for  Fox.  In  addition,  the  Stoat  has  been 
recorded  from  more  Norfolk  tetrads  than  any  other  species  (including  both  Mole  and  Brown 
Hare).  This  latter  point  most  likely  reflects  the  under-recording  of  species  perceived  to  be 
common,  while  most  observers  do  note  down  Stoat  when  seen  because  they  are  not 
encountered  that  often.  Four  of  the  records  submitted  for  2003  were  of  Stoat  in  ermine.  Stoats 
moult  twice  a year  and  the  tendency  for  a white  coat  is  most  pronounced  in  more  northerly 
populations.  Further  south  (including  much  of  England)  the  winter  coat  is  usually  brown, 
though  lighter  in  colour  than  the  summer  one.  The  individuals  in  ermine  were  reported  from 
Thursford  (14th  January,  FC),  Snettisham  Pits  (22nd  January,  EP),  Gayton  Thorpe  (27th 
January,  RO),  Little  Cressingham  (8th  February,  AB)  and  Gayton  Woods  (23rd  April,  CRS). 
This  last  record  was  of  an  individual  hanging  on  a gamekeeper’s  gibbet  alongside  a Stoat  in 
normal  pelage.  One  individual  was  seen  swimming  across  a wide  dyke  at  Hickling  Broad  on 
6th  October  (PJH). 

Weasel  Mustela  nivalis 

70  (1,98  7)  records  54  (713)  tetrads 

The  smaller  relative  of  the  Stoat  is  encountered  less  frequently  but  there  are  still  a good  number 
of  records  on  the  database.  Most  of  these  relate  to  individuals  seen  dashing  across  a road, 
occasionally  with  a small  mammal  being  carried  in  the  mouth.  Such  records  included  one  from 
Little  Cressingham  (IFK)  and  one  from  Seething  (JGG).  One  unfortunate  individual  was 
presented  by  a cat  to  its  owners  at  Homing  (BG),  though  it  is  unclear  as  to  whether  the  cat 
actually  managed  to  kill  the  Weasel.  Weasels  will  occasionally  visit  gardens  as  demonstrated 
by  an  individual  recorded  from  a garden  at  Poringland  (SH). 

Ferret  Mustela  putorus/furo 

3 (28)  records  3 (22)  tetrads 

Because  Ferrets  are  widely  kept,  escaped  animals  can  be  encountered  almost  anywhere.  This 
makes  it  difficult  to  establish  the  location  of  established  feral  populations.  However,  the 
regular  recording  of  road  casualties  from  TL98  might  suggest  a feral  population  is  established 
in  the  Wretham,  Bridgham  and  Brettenham  part  of  Breckland.  Two  of  the  three  records  for 
2003  come  from  this  area:  Brettenham  Heath  (2nd  April,  JGG)  and  Stonebridge  (27th  April, 
MPT)  while  a third  comes  from  Easton  (17th  January,  JP). 

American  Mink  Mustela  vison 

16  (333)  records  9 (130)  tetrads 

There  is  no  question  that  the  American  Mink  has  established  feral  populations  within  the 
county.  Records  for  2003  come  from  across  county,  with  the  greatest  number  submitted  for  the 
Broads  (various  observers),  the  Ant  Marshes  (JC)  and  Stmmpshaw  (AH).  There  is  some 
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suggestion  that  as  Otter  numbers  recover,  so  Mink  numbers  are  kept  in  check  through 
inter-specific  aggression. 

Badger  Meles  meles 

24  (532)  records  21  (274)  tetrads 

Roughly  half  of  the  24  submitted  records  refer  to  individuals  either  found  dead  on  the  road  or 
seen  crossing  a road.  Such  records  indicate  that  this  species  is  present  right  across  the  county, 
though  there  is  some  suggestion  of  more  widespread  occurrence  within  the  northern  half 
Information  on  the  distribution  of  active  setts  has  been  systematically  collected  by  AEV  and 
may  suggest  that  this  species  is  doing  better  now  than  in  previous  years,  though  the  species 
remains  less  abundant  within  Norfolk  than  in  many  other  counties. 

Otter  Lutra  lutra 

93  (863)  records  32  (240)  tetrads 

A good  number  of  Otter  records  this  year,  in  part  because  of  the  efforts  of  IFK  and  RAY,  with 
most  coming  from  the  presence  of  spraints.  Where  present,  Otters  can  be  surprisingly  elusive 
but  lucky  observers  were  treated  with  views  at  Strumpshaw  (AH),  Cotessey  Golf  Course  (MT), 
Barton  Broad  (JC,  JJ,  MT),  the  Ant  Broad  & Marshes  (JC)  and  STANTA  (PJH).  A small 
number  were  killed  on  roads,  their  carcasses  collected  and  sent  off  for  post  mortem. 


Pinnipedia 

Common  Seal  Phoca  vitulina 

2 (1 13)  records  2 (34)  tetrads 

Just  two  records  were  received  this  year,  one  involving  the  mixed  colony  of  about  300  Grey 
and  Common  seals  at  Blakeney  Point.  These  were  reported  by  Ian  Keymer  who  noted  that  most 
of  those  with  young  appeared  to  be  Greys  rather  than  Common  Seals  but  he  was  unable  to  get 
good  views  from  his  boat.  The  other  record  involved  35  individuals  seen  hauled  out  on  the 
beach  at  Horsey  during  the  first  week  of  September  (GC). 

Harp  Seal  Phoca  groenlandica 

0 (2)  records  0(1)  tetrads 

The  database  contains  two  records  from  previous  years  for  this  species. 

Grey  Seal  Halichoerus  grypus 

7 (88)  records  7 (27)  tetrads 

The  limited  number  of  records  for  2003  come  mainly  from  the  Winterton  and  Horsey  area  and 
from  Blakeney  Point  (see  Common  Seal  account). 

Walrus  Odobenus  rosmarus 

0 (1)  0 (1) 

The  amazing  1981  record  of  this  species  has  not  been  repeated. 
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Artiodactyla 


Cervus  elaphus 


Red  Deer 

57  (1,396)  records  33  (378)  tetrads 
Just  over  half  of  the  records  received  for  2003  come  from  Breckland,  either  from  within  the 
boundaries  of  Thetford  Forest  or  on  the  surrounding  agricultural  land.  Many  of  these  records 
are  the  result  of  the  efforts  of  PJ  who  has  spent  a number  of  years  watching  and  recording  the 
deer  of  Thetford  Forest.  The  remaining  records  are  concentrated  in  two  main  areas;  the  Broads 
and  from  Melton  Constable  to  Hunworth  and  Bayfield.  Most  records  relate  to  small  groups  of 
individuals  encountered  in  the  field,  though  one  unfortunate  victim  of  a road  traffic  accident 
was  noted  to  the  west  of  the  Broads  (PJH). 

Sika  Deer  Cervus  nippon 

0 (8)  records  0 (6)  tetrads 

Although  there  are  eight  records  of  this  species  on  the  database,  its  historical  distribution  and 
status  remains  unclear. 

Fallow  Deer  Dama  dama 

13  (436)  records  9 (157)  tetrads 

Most  of  the  records  for  2003  come  from  one  observer  (PJ)  and  relate  to  Thetford  Forest,  with 
the  largest  group  (some  15  individuals)  reported  near  Thetford  Rifle  Range.  Away  from 
Breckland,  singles  were  reported  from  Herringfleet  (CJ),  East  Walton  (RO),  Sandringham 
(RO)  and  Caistor  St.  Edmund  (CSK). 

Roe  Deer  Capreolus  capreolus 

87  (2,006)  records  64  (485)  tetrads 

Records  for  this  species  have  come  from  across  much  of  the  central  part  of  the  county,  with  the 
greatest  concentration  within  and  to  the  north  of  Thetford  Forest.  Most  of  the  87  records  for 
2003  refer  to  single  individuals  but  ten  were  seen  feeding  together  in  a field  near  Brandon 
during  the  early  afternoon  (PJ).  Males  are  territorial  from  April  until  August  but  will  tolerate 
each  other  when  feeding  outside  their  territories. 

Muntjac  Muntiacus  reevesi 

95  (1,447)  records  74  (485)  tetrads 

Apart  from  within  the  Fens,  Muntjac  are  now  widely  reported  from  across  the  county,  often 
venturing  into  gardens  to  feed  on  prize  blooms  or  seen  feeding  on  roadside  verges.  One 
individual  was  flushed  from  cover  and  managed  to  keep  up  a steady  25  m.p.h.  beside  a Land 
Rover  while  following  rabbit-proof  netting  for  some  300  yards  (JGG). 

Chinese  Water  Deer  Hydropotes  inermis 

390  (1,311)  36  (168)  tetrads 

A staggering  number  of  records  were  submitted  for  2003,  thanks  largely  to  the  efforts  of 
Elizabeth  George,  with  the  vast  majority  coming  from  the  Broadland  stronghold  of  this  species 
within  the  county.  Groups  of  up  to  five  individuals  were  regularly  reported  from  near  Homing 
(EG).  Away  from  the  Broads,  records  came  from  Hedenham  - a female  killed  on  the  road  and 
containing  six  large  embryos  (JGG)  and  Bawburgh  Hill  (IR). 
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Mammal  Monitoring  in  Norfolk: 
Recent  Results  and  National  Trends 


Dave  Leech 

Since  1933,  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  (BTO)  has  been  responsible  for  organising  and 
interpreting  the  results  of  a number  of  long-term  monitoring  schemes.  The  data  collected  by  a 
dedicated  and  enthusiastic  body  of  volunteer  fieldworkers  over  the  proceeding  70  years  have 
enabled  us  to  produce  trends  in  abundance  for  a wide  range  of  bird  species 
(http://www.bto.org/birdtrends/)  and  also  to  investigate  the  potential  mechanisms  underlying 
population  increases  and  declines.  However,  monitoring  schemes  such  as  these  should  not  be 
seen  as  ‘strictly  for  the  birds’.  The  basic  principles,  and  in  many  cases  the  actual  surveying 
techniques  used,  are  transferable  across  a wide  range  of  taxonomic  groups,  including 
mammals. 

Over  the  last  decade,  the  BTO  has  introduced  an  element  of  mammal  recording  into  three 
existing  ornithological  surveys  - the  BTO/CJ  Garden  BirdWatch 
(http;//www.bto.org/gbw/index.htm)  the  Waterways  Breeding  Birds  Survey 
(http://www.bto.org/survey/wbbs.htm)  and  the  BTO/JNCC/RSPB  Breeding  Birds  Survey 
(BBS  - http://www.bto.org/bbs/index.htm).  The  former  collects  information  about  species 
seen  in  participants’  gardens  throughout  the  year,  whilst  the  latter  two  surveys  involve  the 
annual  sampling  of  randomly  selected  1-km  OS  grid  squares  throughout  the  UK  on  two  visits 
between  April  and  the  end  of  June.  In  all  three  schemes,  mammal  and  bird  data  are  collected 
simultaneously.  As  many  mammals,  particularly  nocturnal  and  burrowing  species,  for 
example  Badger  and  Mole,  are  difficult  to  observe  directly,  the  presence  of  signs  such  as 
burrows  and  droppings  is  also  recorded. 

Since  the  winter  of  2001/02,  the  BTO,  in  conjunction  with  the  Mammal  Society,  has  also 
been  involved  in  piloting  a third  survey  that  solely  targets  mammals  - the  Winter  Mammal 
Monitoring  project  (http://www.bto.org/survey/special/mammal_home.htm).  The  survey 
methodology  is  similar  to  that  used  by  the  BBS,  with  the  exception  that,  as  the  name  implies, 
visits  are  made  to  squares  during  the  winter  months  only,  one  to  record  sightings  and  the  other 
to  record  a restricted  list  of  field  signs. 

Breeding  Birds  Survey  and  Winter  Mammal  Monitoring  project  results  for  Norfolk 

In  total,  37  sites  in  Norfolk  were  monitored  for  the  BBS  in  2003,  ten  fewer  than  had  been 
covered  in  2002  (Table  1).  The  number  of  1-km  grid  squares  at  which  WMM  sightings  surveys 
were  carried  out  also  fell  slightly  from  23  over  the  winter  of  2001/02  to  19  over  the  winter 
2002/03  (Table  2).  However,  the  number  of  squares  covered  for  the  field  signs  phase  of  the 
project  rose  from  1 3 to  17.  Although  it  is  not  possible  to  produce  statistically  reliable  trends  in 
abundance  at  the  level  of  the  county,  due  to  the  size  of  the  sample,  examination  of  the  results 
tables  for  both  surveys  may  give  an  approximate  idea  of  the  fortunes  of  a range  of  species, 
particularly  the  larger,  more  diurnal  mammals  such  as  Rabbit.  Brown  Hare  and  deer,  across  the 
region. 

Species  totals  for  BBS  sites  in  2002  do  generally  appear  to  have  been  lower  than  they  had 
been  in  previous  years  across  all  species,  but  this  is  more  likely  to  be  due  to  changes  in  the 
wording  of  the  instruction  sheets,  albeit  not  the  recording  criteria  per  se,  than  to  a general 
decline  in  mammal  abundance.  However,  as  exactly  the  same  instructions  were  used  again 
from  2003  onwards,  the  comparison  between  the  results  for  the  two  years  is  a valid  one. 
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Species 

1995 

n=43 

1996 

n=51 

1997 

n=61 

1998 

n=56 

1999 

n=52 

2000 

n=38 

2001 

2002 

n=47 

2003 

n=37 

Hedgehog 

7.0 

15.7 

13.1 

14.3 

21.2 

21.1 

- 

12.8 

10.8 

Mole 

16.3 

35.3 

24.6 

28.6 

46.2 

42.1 

. 

36.2 

46.0 

Common  Shrew 

11.6 

5.9 

4.9 

12.5 

7.7 

2.6 

- 

2.1 

0.0 

Rabbit 

76.7 

82.4 

85.2 

78.6 

78.8 

76.3 

- 

70.2 

78.4 

Brown  Hare 

74.4 

74.5 

78.7 

69.6 

76.9 

68.4 

- 

59.6 

62.2 

Grey  Squirrel 

32.6 

39.2 

39.3 

33.9 

36.5 

34.2 

- 

21.3 

37.8 

Bank  Vole 

2.3 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

- 

0.0 

0.0 

Field  Vole 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

1.8 

1.9 

0.0 

. 

0.0 

0.0 

Water  Vole 

2.3 

2.0 

0.0 

1.8 

0.0 

0.0 

- 

2.6 

0.0 

Wood  Mouse 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

1.9 

0.0 

- 

0.0 

0.0 

House  Mouse 

0.0 

2.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

- 

0.0 

0.0 

Harvest  Mouse 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

1.9 

0.0 

- 

0.0 

0.0 

Brown  Rat 

11.6 

13.7 

8.2 

8.9 

13.5 

15.8 

- 

6.4 

21.6 

Red  Fox 

11.6 

21.6 

16.4 

23.2 

23.1 

23.7 

- 

14.9 

18.9 

Stoat 

4.7 

5.9 

4.9 

3.6 

13.5 

13.2 

- 

4.3 

0.0 

Weasel 

2.3 

7.8 

3.3 

3.6 

5.8 

7.9 

- 

2.1 

0.0 

Mink 

2.3 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

1.9 

0.0 

- 

0.0 

0.0 

Badger 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

1.9 

0.0 

- 

0.0 

0.0 

Common  Seal 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

1.9 

0.0 

- 

0.0 

0.0 

Red  Deer 

4.7 

0.0 

0.0 

3.6 

1.9 

0.0 

- 

0.0 

2.7 

Fallow  Deer 

4.7 

2.0 

1.6 

0.0 

3.8 

0.0 

- 

2.6 

0.0 

Roe  Deer 

18.6 

19.6 

23.0 

23.2 

28.8 

31.6 

- 

29.8 

29.7 

Muntjac 

9.3 

5.9 

14.8 

12.5 

13.5 

23.7 

- 

13.5 

5.4 

Chinese  Water  Deer 

0.0 

0.0 

1.6 

0.0 

1.9 

2.6 

- 

4.3 

5.4 

Prairie  Dog 

0.0 

0.0 

1.6 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

- 

0.0 

0.0 

Table  1 : Proportion  of  Breeding  Birds  Survey  squares  (%)  on  which  species  recorded  as  present 

1995-2003. 


The  results  of  both  the  BBS  (Table  1)  and  the  field  signs  phase  of  the  WMM  (Table  2) 
suggest  that  2003  was  a relatively  good  year  for  Moles  in  Norfolk,  if  a poor  one  for  gardeners, 
with  the  species  reported  from  a greater  proportion  of  sites  than  in  the  previous  year  of  both 
surveys.  According  to  BBS  data.  Brown  Rat  and  Grey  Squirrel  were  also  more  numerous  at 
sites  in  Norfolk  in  2003  relative  to  2002.  A similar  trend  was  not  observed  at  WMM  sites, 
however,  suggesting  that  the  observed  increase  may  have  been  due  to  increases  in  either 
productivity  or  activity  levels  during  the  breeding  season  than  to  increasing  survival  rates  over 
the  winter. 

Rabbit,  Brown  Hare,  Roe  Deer  and  Muntjac  displayed  the  opposite  trend,  with  all  four 
species  recorded  from  a greater  number  of  WMM  sites  during  the  2002/03  winter  but  either 
exhibiting  no  real  change  in  abundance  or,  in  the  case  of  Muntjac,  declining,  at  BBS  sites 
between  2002  and  2003.  The  number  of  WMM  sites  recording  sightings  or  scats  of  Red  Fox 
also  decreased  during  the  2002/03  winter,  whilst  the  proportion  of  BBS  sites  recording  Red 
Fox  remained  fairly  constant. 

Field  Voles  are  not  adequately  monitored  by  the  BBS,  but  results  from  the  field  signs 
phase  of  WMM  suggested  that  their  abundance  in  Norfolk  was  higher  during  the  winter  of 
2002/03  than  it  had  been  during  the  winter  of  2001/02.  Conversely,  setts  and  latrines  of 
Badger,  also  monitored  predominantly  by  the  signs  phase  of  WMM,  were  found  at  a lower 
proportion  of  sites  during  the  2002/03  survey. 
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Species 

Sightings  phase 

2001/02  2002/03 

(n=23)  (n=19) 

2001/02 

(n=13) 

Signs  phase 

2002/03 

(n=17) 

Mole 

0.0 

0.0 

69.2 

100.0 

Rabbit 

39.1 

47.4 

53.8 

76.5 

Brown  Hare 

30.4 

47.4 

- 

- 

Grey  Squirrel 

26.1 

21.1 

- 

- 

Field  Vole 

0.0 

0.0 

23.1 

50.0 

Brown  Rat 

4.3 

0.0 

46.2 

43.8 

Red  Fox 

13.0 

5.3 

69.2 

47.1 

Weasel 

0.0 

5.3 

- 

- 

Polecat 

4.3 

0.0 

- 

- 

Mink 

4.3 

0.0 

- 

- 

Badger 

0.0 

0.0 

23.1 

12.5 

Red  Deer 

4.3 

5.3 

- 

- 

Fallow  Deer 

8.7 

5.3 

- 

- 

Roe  Deer 

13.0 

26.3 

- 

- 

Muntjac 

0.0 

10.5 

- 

- 

Table  2:  Proportion  of  Winter  Mammal  Monitoring  project  squares  (%)  on  which  species  recorded  as 
present  during  winter  2001/02  and  winter  2002/03. 

Breeding  Bird  Survey  mammal  distribution  maps 

While  100%  coverage  of  a region  or  country  is  every  survey  organiser’s  dream,  we  all 
appreciate  that  the  chances  of  this  happening  are  fairly  slim,  particularly  on  an  annual  basis! 
Distribution  maps  constructed  from  an  incomplete  dataset  can  be  difficult  to  interpret, 
however,  as  it  is  hard  to  differentiate  between  sites  where  surveys  were  carried  out  but  no 
individuals  of  the  relevant  species  were  found,  and  those  sites  that  were  simply  not  surveyed. 
An  apparently  patchy  distribution  could  therefore  merely  be  the  result  of  patchy  coverage. 

In  an  effort  to  overcome  this  problem.  Dr  Stuart  Newson  at  the  BTO  has  been  using  a 
technique  involving  geostatistical  interpolation  to  produce  maps  based  on  BBS  data  for  2003 
(Newson  & Noble,  2004).  These  interpolated  maps  use  known  relationships  between  habitat 
and  species  abundance,  identified  from  the  data  collected,  to  predict  the  abundance  of  the 
species  at  sites  that  were  not  surveyed,  thus  simulating  complete  coverage.  The  predictions 
also  take  account  of  the  fact  that  points  that  are  closer  together  geographically  are  more  likely 
to  be  similar,  in  terms  of  species  abundance,  than  points  that  are  more  distant.  As  the 
preliminary  maps  produced  for  Brown  Hare  and  Roe  Deer  in  the  colour  pages  show,  this 
methodology  can  potentially  be  used  to  construct  detailed  distribution  maps.  It  can  also  be 
used  to  construct  maps  of  population  change,  highlighting  areas  where  a particular  species  is  in 
greatest  decline,  which  may  be  invaluable  when  directing  conservation  efforts.  Of  course,  the 
predictions  for  unsurveyed  squares  are  only  as  good  as  the  data  from  which  they  are  derived, 
and  it  is  therefore  still  beneficial  to  maximise  survey  coverage  where  possible. 

National  Breeding  Bird  Survey  mammal  trends 

A recent  analysis  of  BBS  data  collected  between  1995  and  2002  (Newson  & Noble,  2004)  has 
resulted  in  the  production  of  trends  in  abundance  for  the  more  frequently  recorded  mammal 
species  at  a national  and  regional  scale  (http://www.bto.org/bbs/results/mammal_monitoring.htm). 
Trends  in  abundance,  using  counts  of  individuals,  could  be  calculated  for  nine  species  - Brown 
Hare,  Mountain  Hare,  Rabbit,  Grey  Squirrel,  Red  Fox,  Red  Deer,  Fallow  Deer,  Roe  Deer  and 
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Muntjac  - and  trends  in  presence,  using  field  sign  data,  could  be  calculated  for  a further  six 
species  - Badger,  Mole,  Hedgehog,  Brown  Rat,  Stoat  and  Weasel. 

Rabbit  numbers  exhibited  a significant  decline  at  a UK  scale,  with  numbers  falling  by 
23%  between  1 995  and  2002.  The  magnitude  of  the  decline  was  far  greater  in  Scotland,  where 
numbers  fell  by  40%,  than  in  England.  Within  England,  numbers  fell  significantly  in  the 
midlands,  the  northwest  and  the  southeast,  but  actually  increased  significantly  in  the  east,  the 
region  that  includes  Norfolk.  The  number  of  Brown  Hares  in  England  has  remained 
approximately  stable  between  1995  and  2002,  although  increases  in  abundance  in  the 
southwest  have  countered  by  decreases  in  the  southeast,  but  in  Scotland  the  species  has 
declined  by  43%.  The  UK  trend  for  Mountain  Hare  suggests  a more  moderate  decline  of  14% 
over  the  same  time  period,  but  care  should  be  taken  with  interpretation  of  this  figure  as  the 
sample  size  is  relatively  small  and  numbers  can  fluctuate  significantly  between  years. 

The  UK  trend  in  Grey  Squirrel  abundance  suggests  that  numbers  have  increased  by  28% 
over  the  survey  period,  mainly  due  to  the  staggering  77%  and  81%  increases  in  Wales  and 
southwest  England  respectively.  This  introduced  species  seems  to  be  taking  to  its  new 
homeland  with  renewed  vigour  - potentially  very  bad  news  for  nesting  birds  in  these  areas. 
While  the  outlook  may  at  first  appear  to  be  less  promising  for  the  native  Red  Fox,  which  has 
decreased  generally  across  the  UK  by  19%,  the  decline  is  primarily  due  to  a sharp  drop  in 
abundance  in  2002  rather  than  a more  prolonged  decline,  and  may  therefore  relate  to  a 
temporary  fluctuation  from  which  the  population  may  recover. 

Trends  in  abundance  for  deer  species,  particularly  Red  Deer  and  Fallow  Deer  which  are 
commonly  observed  in  large  herds,  can  be  difficult  to  interpret  as,  depending  on  whether  they 
encounter  the  herd  or  not,  observers  tend  either  to  see  large  numbers  or  to  record  no  individuals 
at  all.  For  this  reason,  although  BBS  data  indicate  significant  declines  in  both  the 
aforementioned  species  in  Scotland  and  England  respectively,  there  is  a lot  of  variation  in  the 
data  and  these  figures  may  not  give  an  accurate  picture  of  the  actual  population  trends. 
Numbers  of  Roe  Deer  have  increased  steadily  in  Scotland  where  they  were  45%  higher  in  2002 
than  they  had  been  in  1995.  The  increase  was  even  greater  in  England,  where  the  number 
recorded  rose  by  66%,  predominantly  due  to  a doubling  in  abundance  in  the  southeast  and 
southwest  of  the  country.  Muntjac  abundance  in  England  has  also  increased,  with  numbers 
rising  by  31%  over  the  survey  period. 

Production  of  BBS  population  trends  for  those  mammals  predominantly  detected  by  their 
field  signs  seems  to  indicate  that,  over  the  whole  UK,  the  proportion  of  sites  recording  the 
presence  of  Mole,  Hedgehog,  Badger  and  Brown  Rat  has  increased  although  no  such  change 
has  been  identified  for  Stoat  or  Weasel.  However,  because  of  the  recording  protocols,  these 
trends  may  not  necessarily  represent  actual  changes  in  species  abundance.  Further 
investigation  into  the  reliability  of  trends  based  on  the  collection  of  indirect  information  is 
currently  underway. 

National  Winter  Mammal  Monitoring  project  trends 

As  the  WMM  project  is  still  in  its  relative  infancy,  the  only  population  trends  that  can  be 
calculated  currently  are  the  comparisons  between  the  data  from  the  winter  of  2001/02  and  the 
data  from  2002/03.  Perhaps  unsurprisingly  over  such  a short  time  period,  the  majority  of 
species  displayed  no  significant  variation  in  numbers  between  years,  whether  they  were 
recorded  under  the  sightings  or  under  the  field  signs  phase  of  the  project.  The  one  exception  to 
this  was  Roe  Deer,  which,  contrary  to  the  predictions  based  on  the  BBS  analyses,  actually 
appeared  to  decline  in  number  between  the  two  survey  years.  The  results  of  this  comparison 
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should  be  interpreted  with  caution,  however,  as  we  can  gain  little  insight  as  to  whether  any 
differences  in  abundance  between  years  are  outside  the  range  of  natural  fluctuations 

As  expected,  most  relationships  between  species  distribution  and  region  held  constant 
between  years.  Analysing  the  2001/02  and  2002/03  data  together,  Brown  Hare  and  Grey 
Squirrel  were  most  frequently  observed  in  the  north  and  east  of  England,  Rabbit  in  the  east  of 
England  and  Scotland,  Fallow  deer  in  the  east  of  England  and  Badgers  in  the  west  of  England 
and  Wales.  Signs  of  Field  Voles  were  more  commonly  found  at  sites  in  Scotland,  whilst 
Brown  Rat  burrows  were  generally  more  abundant  in  England. 

The  results  of  both  of  these  surveys  are  very  encouraging,  indicating  that,  not  only  is  it 
possible  to  monitor  larger  mammal  species  annually  at  a national  scale  using  techniques 
similar  to  those  of  ornithological  surveys,  but  that  there  are  enough  interested  volunteers  out 
there  that  are  prepared  to  do  the  surveying!  If  you  think  that  you  fit  the  bill  but  are  not  yet 
involved  in  either  survey  (please  remember  that  BBS  participants  will  need  to  be  able  to 
identify  common  bird  species  by  sight  and  song),  please  drop  us  a line  using  the  relevant 
contact  details  at  the  end  of  this  article.  Trends  in  abundance  produced  for  bird  species  have 
played  a vital  role  in  targeting  conservation  efforts  in  the  UK  - with  your  support  there  is  no 
reason  why  we  should  not  be  able  to  achieve  a similar  standard  of  monitoring  for  many  of 
Britain’s  mammal  species. 

Acknowledgements 

Many  thanks  to  all  volunteers  who  have  surveyed  sites  for  BBS  and/or  WMM.  Thanks  to 
Stuart  Newson,  Dave  Noble  and  Mike  Raven  at  the  BTO  for  access  to  the  BBS  mammal  data 
and  the  results  of  their  analyses.  Thanks  also  to  Stuart  Newson  and  Dave  Noble  at  the  BTO  and 
to  Stephen  Harris,  Michelle  Duffield,  Phoebe  Carter,  Simon  Poulton  and  Georgette  Shearer  at 
The  Mammal  Society  for  their  help  in  collating  and  analysing  the  Winter  Mammal  Monitoring 
project  data. 

References 

Newson,  S.E.  & Noble,  D.N.  (2004)  Analyses  of  Breeding  Bird  Survey  mammal  data 
1995-2002.  BTO  Research  Report  No.  367. 

Contact  Details 

Winter  Mammal  Monitoring  project 

The  Nunnery 

Thetford 

Norfolk 

IP24  2PU 

Email:  mammals@bto.org 

Breeding  Bird  Survey 

The  Nunnery 

Thetford 

Norfolk 

IP24  2PU 

Email:  bbs@bto.org 
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Birdline 
East  Anglia 


09068 
700  245 


Birdline  East  Anglia 

What’s  about?  Simply  phone 


09068  700  245 


Please  let  us  know  your  bird  news,  t 01603  763388 
text  07941333970  e birdnews@birdline-eastanglia.co.uk 

www.birdiine-eastanglia.co.uk 

CAaS  TO  09068  NO  CHARGED  AT  JUST  60P/MIN  MOBILE  PHONE  RATES  MAY  VARY 


www.birdnews.co.uk 


Rare  bird  news 

and  free  subscription  to  our  rare  bird  email  service 


harlequin  pictures 

wildlife  photographs  by  Robin  Chittenden 

Fabulous  photographs  for  reproduction.  Prints  for  sale 
Please  contact  us  for  a species  list  or  visit  our  web  site 

harlequin  pictures,  PO  Box  740,  Norwich,  NR2  3SH 
t 01603  633326  e robin@harlequinpictures.co.uk 

www.harlequinpictures.co.uk 
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Wise  Up! 

Read  the  News  First 


Rare  Bird  Alert 


For  the  most  up-to-date,  accurate  and  reliable  information 
on  all  sightings  of  rare  and  scarce  birds  throughout  Norfolk  and 
across  the  UK,  get  the  quality  birdnews  service  from  the  team  you 
can  trust.  Read  it  first  on  our  pagers,  our  website  or  your  mobile  phone 

www.rarebirdalert.com 

17  Keswick  Close,  Norwich,  NR4  6UW 
01603  456789  dickfilby@rarebirdalert.com 
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